
January 5, 2020 - The Epiphany of the Lord - Cycle A 

St. Mary’s - Shenandoah 

512 W Thomas Ave 

Shenandoah, Iowa 51601 
 

Office: 712-246-1718 

Email: shenrectory@msn.com 

Online Bulletin: 
parishesonline.com/shenandoah 

Online Giving: 

catholicfoundationiowa.org 
 

Office Hours - M-W-T - 9-4 

                         Tues - 9-2 

                         Fri - Closed 
 

Fr. Raphael Assamah - Pastor 

Cell# - 712-246-8876 
 

Diane Strunk 

Secretary 

712-246-1718 
 

Laurie Johnson 

Visitation Ministry 

246-9812 
 

Lynda Marshall 

Director of Religious Education 

402-813-2113 

Readings for the January 5, 2020 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s 

 

Catholic Church 

Brad & Kandra Johnson 

Youth Ministry 

 

Pete Wenstrand 

Finance Council - Chair 

 

Linda McGargill 

Council of Faith Formation - Chair 

 

Wally Teten 

Parish Council - Chair 

 

Dana Wenstrand 

Vaughn Livingston 

Trustees 

 

Sue Hanna & Jane Emge 

Music Coordinators 

 

Mary Beth Gowing  

Organist 

 

Jerry McDonald 

Knights of Columbus - Grand Knight 

 

Regina Loehr 

Ladies Guild - President 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 

11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/ 

Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 

11]/Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 

17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 

[12a]/Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a 

and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

[11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

Welcome to St. Mary on this Feast of the 

Epiphany. Word traveled quickly. What had 

originally been known to Mary, then to  

Joseph, and soon shared with intimate 

 friends like Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, was  

revealed to the shepherds on the night of  

Jesus’ birth, and now to foreigners-the magi 

from the east. Jesus, the Messiah, the Son 

 of God, the Savior, has been born. Let us  

rejoice, for his saving presence has been 

made manifest to all.   
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Theme: Becoming bearers of Christ to the 
world 

 

My dear beloved, today we celebrate the feast of 

Epiphany. The word Epiphany comes from the Greek 

meaning “appearing or to show”.  
 

The Epiphany of the Lord is about revelation: the mani-

festation of a God who cares in the person of the Son 

who became man and dwell among us.  
 

In order to show that the admission of the Gentiles is 

part of God's plan, Matthew’s Gospel tells the story of 

the pagan astrologers who were the first to pay hom-

age to the newborn King of the Jews. The faith of the 

gentile astrologers is meant to challenge the Jewish 

defectors. 
 

The Magi and what they stand for 
 

The magi represent all those Gentiles who will enter the 

Christian Church while the Jews, who possess the Scrip-

tures, reject Jesus. Believers are first and foremost re-

cipients of the light who are challenged to penetrate 

darkness.  
 

Today's readings understand community members as 

the bearers of gifts to others. To share one's gift is to 

overcome the darkness and usher in the light. 
 

Determination of the magi 
 

Tradition gives the names of the magi as Gaspar, Bal-

thazar, and Melchior. It should be noted that opinion 

vary regarding the place of origin of the Magi. I would-

n’t go into detail about their origin.  
 

They leave their homes and they start searching. They 

are looking for something. What? They do not know. 

But they believe it is something great and wonderful. 

They leave with the hope to find it. Travelling in those 

days was not easy. They do not mind; they get up and 

go. They leave the security of their own land; they set 

out on the road to an unknown destination. 
 

We see them keeping their eyes on the star – the sign. 

We hear them asking from people, from the king him-

self. Nothing stops them. They have set their hearts on 

finding what they are looking for. 

Breathing the air of hatred and suspicion instead of 

Joy 
 

The magi came to Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, 

expecting, of course, to find the city and the whole 

country rejoicing. Instead they found suspicion and 

hatred in the reigning King – a hatred which in a few 

days turned to murder. Remember, Herod killed all the 

infants less than two years. 
 

Friends, we too know the true facts concerning Christ, 

his mission, and his present and future kingdom. Like 

the leaders of the Jews of his day, we could become 

absorbed in the affairs of this life and the quest for 

wealth, pleasure and power that we will ignore him.  
 

We, like the magi are searching for some sign. A sign 

that will show us where we can find what we are look-

ing for here on earth. To be on the right track, what 

you are searching for should lead to Christ. 
 

Dear friends, we are still at the beginning of a new 

year, and like the Three Wise Men at the beginning of 

their journey, we do not know WHAT it will bring to us. 

But we know WHERE it will bring us to. If only we allow 

God to lead us, it will bring us to Himself, to the Savior 

who has come to us. 
 

The pagan astrologers are the first to come and pay 

homage to the newborn King of the Jews. We too can 

offer ourselves to him as gifts for his service. Our hom-

age is complete when we make ourselves useful in the 

circumstances of our lives as we offer the gold of our 

Talents, Time and Treasure. 
 

The wise men do not have scriptures, but they take all 

the trouble, travel long distances, seek, ask and find 

the messiah. They represent those who walk in faith 

and earnestly desire the vision of God. They are amply 

rewarded for their simplicity of heart, openness of 

mind and eagerness to see. Have we really sought the 

messiah, and found him? What difference does Jesus 

make for us. 
 

The wise men saw the star and understood its mean-

ing, their journey was purposeful, and they were com-

mitted. Like the magi who followed the star and found 

Christ.  May you also find the Lord when your pilgrim-

age is ended. Shalom! 
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Motivation for the week 

This & That 

Developing a Relationship 

 
Nita was recently married and had started living in a 

joint family with her husband and in-laws.  After a few 

days, she started to realize that she is not able to get 

along with her mother in law.  Nita’s mother in law was 

conservative whereas Nita was liberal with modern 

lifestyle.  Soon they both started quarreling due to dif-

ferences in opinions and lifestyle.  As days and months 

passed, none of them changed their behavior. 
 

Nita became very aggressive over the time and start-

ed to hate her mother in law.  She started to think 

about how to get rid of her mother in law.  Once, as 

usual, when she quarreled with her mother in law and 

her husband took his mother’s side, she became an-

gry and left to her father’s home.  Nita’s father was a 

chemist and she told him about everything that’s 

been happening.  Then she pleaded with her father 

that give her something poisonous, so she can mix it 

up and give it to her mother in law to get rid of her, 

else she won’t go back to her husband’s home. 
 

“If you give poison to your mother in law, you and I 

both will end up in jail.  It is not the right thing to 

do”.  But Nita was in no mood to listen and under-

stand.  Finally, her father gave in.  He told her, “Ok, as 

you wish but I don’t want to see you in jail, so do as I 

tell you”.  Nita agreed.  Her father brought a powder 

and told her, “Every day when you make a lunch or 

dinner, just mix a little pinch of this powder in your 

mother in law’s meal, since the quantity will be less, 

she won’t die quickly but will slowly in few months and 

people will think she has died naturally”. 
 

He also told her, “Because no one should have doubt 

on you, from today onwards, you will not fight at all 

with your mother in law but instead you will be very 

caring towards her, even if she says something which 

you don’t like, you will not be rude, you will simply be 

polite only”.  Nita agreed thinking she will be free from 

her mother in law’s quarreling in few months and 

came back to her in-laws and as advised by her fa-

ther, she started mixing the powder in her mother in 

law’s meals and behaved very caring and polite 

whenever her mother in law said something. 
 

As time started to pass, Nita’s mother in law’s nature 

also started to change.  Because Nita was being very  

caring towards her, she too started to be affectionate 

towards her.  Five months passed and Nita had been 

mixing the powder, but atmosphere of the house was 

changed.  There were no quarrels, both were praising 

each while talking to neighbors.  They got very at-

tached to each other like a mother and daugh-

ter.  Now, Nita started to get worried thinking due to 

the powder, her mother in law may die soon. 
 

She ran at her father’s home and told him, 

“Dad!  Please give me the antidote to cure the effect 

of that poisonous powder you gave!  I don’t want to 

lose my mother in law, she is just like my mom and I 

love her very much”.  Her father smiled and said, 

“Which poison?  I had simply given you a sweetener!” 
 

Moral:  Each person is different which may be due to 

their own circumstances.  This can often lead to many 

differences.  However, we must try to understand 

each other and adjust a little to make a healthy rela-

tionship with each other.  And, when such differences 

arise between persons, it is the duty of their loved ones 

to keep them calm and guide towards the right path. 

(sometimes, we have to change our attitude and be-

havior and not the other person. My emphasis) 

• Decoration: We thank our selfless and loving mem-

bers whose eyes of beauty brought great change 

in our liturgical environment. Your decorations are 

wonderful, splendid and Spirit-filled. 

 

• Christmas and New Year Activities:  It is with heart-

felt appreciation that I express my gratitude to the 

choir for their sacrifice, commitment and dedica-

tion in providing us with Spirit-filled songs during 

mass. In the same breath, many thanks to our de-

voted cantors, accompanist/pianist, lectors, altar 

servers, Eucharistic ministers, ushers and members 

who wash the church linens and money counters. 

 

• The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is next week. 

This officially end the Christmas season. We will 

begin first part of ordinary time, which is relatively 

short. Do you remember your baptismal date and 

minister?  

 

• A big thanks to all and sundry whose role brought 

order, love and care into our church community.  

 

• Ministry Workshop: Pleased be informed that Fa-

ther Paul Turner, one of the nation’s foremost voic-

es in the area of liturgy, will be providing a ministry 

workshop for pastors, deacons, and parish staff on 

January 23 at Ss. Peter & Paul parish in Atlantic.   

 

      The underlying need for this workshop is rooted in  

three areas of concern: 
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St. Mary’s Shenandoah - Mass Intentions 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Jan 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  

Religious; National Migration Week 

Confession 

Mass for Gail Engelmeyer+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Jan 5 -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass for Winnie Greenleaf+ 

Mass for Harry Pontious+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Jan 6 - St. André Bessette, Religious 

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

 

12:10pm 

Jan 7 - St. Raymond of Penyafort, 

Priest 

Mass for Gail Engelmeyer+ 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Jan 8 

Mass for Souls in Purgatory 

Thursday 

12:10pm 

Jan 9 

Mass for Francis Strunk+ 

Friday 

12:10pm 

Jan 10 

Mass for Kay Norton+ 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Jan 11 

Confession 

Mass for Jennifer Olson+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Jan 12 - The Baptism of the Lord 

Mass for Clive Hayes+ 

Mass for Jarrett Harms+ 

BAPTISM: Please call the Church  office to schedule the 

Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 
 

RCIA: Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who 

are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning about 

the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr. Raphael. Forms 

are in back of Church. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. 

Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if you 

would like a visit while in the hospital or Communion 

brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the home-

bound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion. 
 

MARRIAGE: Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to the 

wedding to begin the preparation process. 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION: If you would to register in the par-

ish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or stop by the  

Church Office. Forms are also available at the back of 

Church. Completed forms can be dropped in the collec-

tion basket. 
 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER: A constant effort of the parish 

office is updating our current registered parishioners ad-

dresses and phone numbers. Please address these 

changes to the church office. If you are new to the par-

ish, please call the office to register or pick up form in 

back of Church. If you are moving to a new location, or 

if parishioners know of someone who has moved, please 

call the parish office. 
 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like 

Masses offered for anyone, please contact the Church 

Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Masses are 

$5.00 per Mass. 
 

PARISH HALL RENTING: Please contact the Church Office.  

All communication with usage must be communicated 

with the Church Office. 

St. Mary’s Church Support 

December 15, 2019 
 

       Tithes - $2125.00 

       Plate - $248.55 

       Mass Intentions - $10.00 

       Hall Rental - $150.00 

St. Mary’s Church Support 

December 22, 2019 
 

Tithes - $1435.00 

Plate - $231.35 

Christmas Flowers - $140.00 

Christmas - $130.00 

Mass Intentions - $15.00 

Retirement Fund for Religious - $626.00 

      1. The disconnect between liturgy and faith for-

mation programming,  

2. Pastor’s concern about the numbers of families 

attending faith formation programming or Catholic 

School Masses but who do not attend weekend 

liturgies, 

3.and the recent studies by CARA and Pew about 

the belief in the true presence of Christ in the Eu-

charist.   

  

This workshop is ideal for participation by catechetical 

leaders (religious education, youth ministry, RCIA, sac-

ramental preparation), parish pastoral musicians and 

liturgists. Bishop Joensen will join us for part of the day.   

 

Please pick up a form at the back of the church and 

fill. Kindly returned the form to the office ASAP. This will 

enable planners to prepare adequate materials for 

each participant.    

 

This is a free workshop that is paid for by support of the 

Annual Diocesan Appeal.  Let me know if you have 

any questions.   
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St. Mary’s  

Shenandoah 

Saturday 

Jan 11 

4:30pm  

Mass 

Sunday 

Jan 12 

 6:30am 

 Mass  

Sunday 

Jan 12 

10:30am  

Mass 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Laurie Johnson 

Donna Jauron 

Sue Dinville 

 Maggie Troxel 

Brad Johnson 

Karen Haigwood 

Lectors Laurie Johnson Pete Wenstrand Richard Haigwood 

Ushers Patty Woerth 

Lou Saner 

 Larry Shum 

Elizabeth Adkisson 

Altar  

Servers 

  Levi Rystrom 

Jacob Rystrom 

Cristian Ramos 

Shut-In’s  Bernadette Stanbrough, Betty Engelmeyer & Erwin Aust 

*If you are unable to do shut-ins, please find a replace-

ment or call the church office. 

Cantors 4:30pm - Deb Meyer 

10:30am - Jane Emge/Fred Strunk 

Money  

Counters 

Judy Anderson 

Jan Ludwig 

Birthday 
1-7 Donna Jauron 

1-9 Donna Hamilton 

1-10 Bella Trowbridge 

1-11 Coleen Norton 

 

Anniversary 
1-12 Bill & Mary Berning 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 

will meet Tuesday, January 21. This is 

our annual wild game feed.  Meal at 

7pm followed by meeting at St. 

Mary’s Parish Hall. 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will not be 

meeting in December & January. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every 

Thursday at 5pm. 

Please Pray for 

 

 
 

 

Dareen Gutschenritter 

 Mary Laughlin 

 Mary Lightfoot 

Patricia Steffes  

Betty Aquino 

Evelyn Pontious 

Pam Ponton 

Agnes Lonowski 
 

If you or someone you know would 

like to be on the prayer list, please 

call the church office so that we 

can put it in the bulletin.  
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MATHER & SONS INC
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PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

 Teresa Isenhower-Moyer PT/CPT
Physical & Occupational Therapy

500 N Broad St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 
Ph: 712.246.2268

AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN CUISINE 
Daily Specials Mon. - Thurs. 

Reservations • Carry-Out 
Catering 

Located Next to Hy-Vee In 
Orchard’s Corner Mall

Mon. - Thurs. 11AM - 9:30 PM 712-246-3115 
Fri. - Sat.11AM - 10PM 506 S. Fremont St. 
Sun. 11AM - 9PM Shenandoah, IA 

Mexican Grill Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner 
To Go Orders   712-246-1325 

Hwy 59 South Shenandoah

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah • 712.246.1311 
Red Oak • 712.623.6960 
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Shenandoah 

(712) 246-4268
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Southwest Iowa 
Dental Associates
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1213 W Nishna Rd.  | Shenandoah 

Shenandoah’s Only Onsite Crematory
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
www.swimemorial.com

405 W. Thomas Ave. • 712-246-2526

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Funeral &
Cremation Services

Prearrangement
Available

Markers &
 Monuments

(712) 246-2912
Shenandoah

www.hackettlivingston.com

Compliments of Vaughn,
Joan & Matt Livingston,

and Staci Shearer

MAIN STREET 
STORAGE

Dave &Donna Jauron

712-379-3781
600-602 Iowa Ave, Essex

Legion of Mary
Come Join Us

Thursday 5pm

GOWING PLUMBING 
Chris Lorimor - Owner 

(712) 246-1803 
After Hours: (712) 310-9248 

1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 
PO Box 264 • Shenandoah, IA

116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah

(712) 246-1840

Gavilon.com
Check out our new MyGavilon App

303 NW  Rd  Shenandoah
712-581-5000

712-246-1014

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Life Insurance, Retirement Funds,

Long Term Care Insurance,

& Disability Income Insurance

Jeromy Brockelsby   402-651-7613


