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Readings for the January 12, 2020 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s 

 

Catholic Church 

Brad & Kandra Johnson 

Youth Ministry 

 

Pete Wenstrand 

Finance Council - Chair 

 

Linda McGargill 

Council of Faith Formation - Chair 

 

Wally Teten 

Parish Council - Chair 

 

Dana Wenstrand 

Vaughn Livingston 

Trustees 

 

Sue Hanna & Jane Emge 

Music Coordinators 

 

Mary Beth Gowing  

Organist 

 

Jerry McDonald 

Knights of Columbus - Grand Knight 

 

Regina Loehr 

Ladies Guild - President 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/

Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19 

[17a]/Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd 

[cf. 1]/Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5,  

7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a and 9a]/Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 

[27b]/Mk 1:40-45 

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19 [2]/ 

Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 

 6-7 [2a]/Mk 2:13-17 

Next Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10  

[8a, 9a]/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34 

Welcome to St Mary on this Baptism of the 

Lord Sunday. Before Jesus began preaching, 

teaching, and healing throughout Galilee 

and Judea, he came to John to be baptized. 

The Spirit of God descended upon him and 

God’s voice called out, “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased.” As Chris-

tians, baptized with the Holy Spirit, we are 

empowered to carry on Jesus’ mission. Let us 

consider how God call us to put our faith into 

action. May God be well pleased.  
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-38 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 

Thank You to those who donated money for the 

Poinsettia’s for the Altar to create a festive atmos-

phere 
 
Terry & Betty Engelmeyer – Memory of John J. & Gail 

Engelmeyer – William & Lucille Laughlin – Tom Laughlin 

Tom Olson & Family – Memory of Jennifer Olson 

Pam Gilmore – Memory of all deceased family members 

Wally & Leesa Teten – Memory of Merrill & Darlene Webb – 

Alvin & Mary Ann Teten 

Rita Gibson – Memory of all deceased family members 

Rita Hurst – Memory of Willis Hurst – Mike & Mary Delehant 

Darrel & Jackie McAlexander – Honor of our Family 

Coleen Norton – Memory of Kay Norton 

Mary Lightfoot – Memory of Vern Lightfoot – Mr. & Mrs. Wil-

liam M Laughlin 

Rob & Kathy Lightfoot – Memory of Vern Lightfoot – Donald & 

Ona Mae Scott 

Bob & Bernadette Stanbrough – Memory of Fern Stanbrough 

– Leo & Lucy Higgins – Jerry Higgins – Hughie Laughlin – 

Frankie & Hazel Borland 

Theme: Jesus’ Baptism and Ours 
 

Today’s feast ends the Christmas season. We begin first 

part of Ordinary Time tomorrow. 
 

Making decision  
 

A time of decision had arrived for Jesus. Like him all of 

us have to make decisions, and we never have all the 

information we need to make them. All decisions in-

volve renunciation. If we choose one thing, we there-

by reject another. As a result of Jesus’ decision to 

leave home, Mary will be left behind, Jesus will have 

nowhere to lay his head, the shadow of Calvary will 

haunt him, and he will have experiences of defeat 

and outright hostility.  
 

For thirty years, Jesus had faithfully performed his duties 

to his home and family at Nazareth. There must have 

been times when he thought about his future ministry 

and waited for the right moments to begin it. 
 

The event of Baptism by the River Jordan at the hands 

of John the Baptist was for Jesus Christ his official com-

missioning. At this event the three persons of the Trinity 

were present to approve the public ministry of Christ.  
 

Jesus takes our sins in Baptism 
 

In the gospel account, Matthew describes the wonder 

of the people as they experience John's baptism. Je-

sus does not need Baptism; in his Baptism he takes up-

on himself our sins.   
 

Our baptism is a prophetic and royal anointing. We 

receive the life of the Church and are called to sustain 

that life. We are special in the sight of God. In fact, his 

beloved in whom His favor rest.   
 

You are my beloved 
 

In a family, the parents know that they should not 

have favorites among their children.  They are not to 

show more kindness to one child than to the rest of the 

children. 
 

Perhaps, as you look back on your own childhood 

days, you remember how things were at home.  You 

can recall how the younger boy was your father’s fa-

vorite.  And the eldest daughter was your mother’s 

preferred.  You may have suffered from that.  You felt  

sad that you were not THE Beloved one of either your 

father or mother. 
 

Now some of you have your own family, and you try 

hard not to make any difference between your chil-

dren.  You do not want them to think that one of them 

is your favorite.  Yet, at times, your heart feels more for 

this one … Perhaps the youngest, or the weakest one.  

Luke, the author of Acts, shows in the second reading 

that salvation is for everyone. We hear Peter, speaking 

to a group of the first Christians.  He says clearly: 

“The truth I have now come to realize is that God does 

not have favorites”. 
 

This is a good message for us to hear.  God does not 

make differences between people.  And the differ-

ences that are there, between people, do not prevent 

God from loving them all as they are.  Differences of 

age, of education, of family background, of nationali-

ty, of color, all these do not matter before God.  This is 

something that Peter needed time to understand. 

Now Peter has come to see this.  
 

“Anybody of any nationality who fears God and does 

what is right is acceptable to him”. God does not 

have favorites because we are all His favorites.  
 

Today’s Feast is a good occasion to think again of our 

own Baptism; where we reject Satan and all his empty 

promises.   
 

Do you remember the date of your Baptism? 
 

Today's celebration reflects the transforming power of 

Baptism and challenge us to release that power for 

those who are most in need.  
 

Baptism brings us together, so let us seek to foster love 

and peace as children of the Baptized.  Shalom! 
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Motivation for the week 

The Eternal Bond of Brother and Sister 

I was born in a secluded village on a mountain. Day after 

day, my parents plowed the yellow dry soil with their backs 

towards the sky. One day, I wanted to buy a handkerchief, 

which all girls around me seemed to have. So, one day I 

stole 50 cents from my father’s drawer. Father discovered 

about the stolen money right away. 
 

“Who stole the money?” he asked my brother and me. I was 

stunned, too afraid to talk. Neither of us admitted to the 

fault, so he said, “Fine, if nobody wants to admit, you both 

should be punished!” Suddenly, my younger brother gripped 

Father’s hand and said, “Dad, I was the one who did it!” He 

took the blame, and punishment, for me. 
 

In the middle of the night, all of sudden, I cried out loudly. 

My brother covered my mouth with his little hand and said, 

“Sis, now don’t cry anymore. Everything has happened.” I 

will never forget my brother’s expression when he protected 

me. That year, my brother was 8 years old and I was 11 years 

old. I still hate myself for not having enough courage to ad-

mit what I did. Years went by, but the incident still seemed 

like it just happened yesterday. 
 

When my brother was in his last year of secondary school, he 

was accepted in an upper secondary school in the central 

part of town. At the same time, I was accepted into a uni-

versity in the province. That night, Father squatted in the 

yard, smoking packet by packet. I could hear him ask my 

mother, “Both of our children, they have good results? Very 

good results?” Mother wiped off her tears and sighed, “What 

is the use? How can we possibly finance both of them?” 
 

At that time, my brother walked out, he stood in front of Fa-

ther and said, “Dad, I don’t want to continue my study any-

more, I have read enough books.” Father became angry. 

“Why do you have a spirit so weak? Even if it means I have 

to beg for money on the streets, I will send you two to school 

until you have both finished your studies!” And then, he start-

ed to knock on every house in the village to borrow money. 

I stuck out my hand as gently as I could to my brother’s face, 

and told him, “A boy has to continue his study. If not, he will 

not be able to overcome this poverty we are experiencing.” 

I, on the other hand, had decided not to further my study at 

the university. 
 

Nobody knew that on the next day, before dawn, my broth-

er left the house with a few pieces of worn-out clothes and a 

few dry beans. He sneaked to my side of the bed and left a 

note on my pillow, “Sis, getting into a university is not easy. I 

will go find a job and I will send money to you.” I held the 

note while sitting on my bed, and cried until I lost my voice. 

With the money father borrowed from the whole village, and 

the money my brother earned from carrying cement on his  

back at a construction site, finally, I managed to get to the 

third year of my study in the university. That year, my brother 

was 17 years old and I was 20 years old. 
 

One day, while I was studying in my room, my roommate 

came in and told me, “There’s a villager waiting for you out-

side!” Why would there be a villager looking for me? I 

walked out, and I saw my brother from afar. His whole body 

was covered with dirt, dust, cement and sand. I asked him, 

“Why did you not tell my roommate that you are my broth-

er?” 
 

He replied with a smile, “Look at my appearance. What will 

they think if they would know that I am your brother? Won’t 

they laugh at you?” I felt so touched, and tears filled my 

eyes. I swept away dirt and dust from my brother’s body. 

And told him with a lump in my throat, “I don’t care what 

people would say! You are my brother no matter what your 

appearance.” 
 

From his pocket, he took out a butterfly hair clip. He put it on 

my hair and said, ‘I saw all the girls in town are wearing it. I 

think you should also have one.’ I could not hold back myself 

anymore. I pulled my brother into my arms and cried. That 

year, my brother was 20 years old and I was 23 years old. 
 

After I got married, I lived in the city. Many times, my hus-

band invited my parents to come and live with us, but they 

didn’t want. They said once they left the village, they would-

n’t know what to do. My brother agreed with them. He said, 

“Sis, you just take care of your parents-in-law. I will take care 

of Mom and Dad here.” 
 

My husband became the directors of his factory. We asked 

my brother to accept the offer of being the manager in the 

maintenance department. But my brother rejected the offer. 

He insisted on working as a repairman instead for a start. 
 

One day, my brother was on the top of a ladder repairing a 

cable, when he got electrocuted, and was sent to the hospi-

tal. My husband and I visited him at the hospital. Looking at 

the plaster cast on his leg, I grumbled, “Why did you reject 

the offer of being a manager? Managers won’t do some-

thing dangerous like that. Now look at you – you are suffer-

ing a serious injury. Why didn’t you just listen to us?” 
 

With a serious expression on his face, he defended his deci-

sion, “Think of your brother-in-law, he just became the direc-

tor. If I, being uneducated, would become a manager, what 

kind of rumors would fly around?” My husband’s eyes filled 

up with tears, and then I said, “But you lack in education 

only because of me!” 
 

“Why do you talk about the past?” he said and then he held 

my hand. That year, he was 26 years old and I was 29 years 

old. My brother was 30 years old when he married a farmer 

girl from the village. During the wedding reception, the mas-

ter of ceremonies asked him, “Who is the one person you 

respect and love the most?” 
 

Without even taking a time to think, he answered, “My sis-

ter.” He continued by telling a story I could not even remem-

ber. “When I was in primary school, the school was in a differ-

ent village. Every day, my sister and I would walk for 2 hours 

to school and back home. One day, I lost one of my gloves. 

My sister gave me one of hers. She wore only one glove and 

she had to walk far. When we got home, her hands were 

trembling because of the cold weather. She could not even  
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St. Mary’s Shenandoah - Mass Intentions 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Jan 11 

Confession 

Mass for Jennifer Olson+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Jan 12 - The Baptism of the Lord 

Mass for Clive Hayes+ 

Mass for Jarrett Harms+ 

Monday 

 

No Mass 

Jan 13 - St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor 

of the Church  

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

12:10pm 

Jan 14 

Mass for Paul Aust+ 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Jan 15 

Mass for Ron Pella - Healing 

Thursday 

12:10pm 

Jan 16 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

Friday 

12:10pm 

Jan 17 - St. Anthony, Abbot 

Mass for Shirley Farrell+ 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Jan 18 - Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity 

Confession 

Mass for Carl & June Maher+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Jan 19 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Winnie Greenleaf+ 

Mass for Manuel Ruiz+ 

This & That 

Apology:  I wish to render an unqualify apology 

to church members who were disconnected 

from the Christmas vigil mass on December 24th 

in the church hall due to faulty camera and  

audio. The inconvenienced caused is deeply  

regretted. 

 Fr. Raphael  

hold her chopsticks. From that day on, I swore that as long as 

I lived, I would take care of my sister and would always be 

good to her.” 

 

Applause filled up the room. All guests turned their attention 

to me. I found it hard to speak, “In my whole life, the one I 

would like to thank most is my brother,” And in this happy 

occasion, in front of the crowd, tears were rolling down my 

face again. 

 

Moral: Love and care for the one you love every single 

day of your life. You may think what you did is just a 

small deed, but to that someone, it may mean a lot. 

Some relations are made to be last longer, but they still 

need to be nurtured with love and care. 

Ministry Workshop: Pleased be informed that Father 

Paul Turner, one of the nation’s foremost voices in the 

area of liturgy, will be providing a ministry workshop for 

pastors, deacons, and parish staff on January 23 at Ss. 

Peter & Paul parish in Atlantic.   

 

The underlying need for this workshop is rooted  in 

three areas of concern: 

 

  1. The disconnect between liturgy and faith for-

mation programming,  

2. Pastor’s concern about the numbers of families 

attending faith formation programming or Catholic 

School Masses but who do not attend weekend 

liturgies, and  

3. the recent studies by CARA and Pew about the 

belief in the true presence of Christ in the Eucha-

rist.   

  

This workshop is ideal for participation by catechetical 

leaders (religious education, youth ministry, RCIA, sac-

ramental preparation), parish pastoral musicians and 

liturgists. Bishop Joensen will join us for part of the day.   

 

Please pick up a form at the back of the church and 

fill. Kindly returned the form to the office ASAP. This will 

enable planners to prepare adequate materials for 

each participant.    

 

This is a free workshop that is paid for by support of the 

Annual Diocesan Appeal.  Let me know if you have 

any questions.   

 

Appreciation: Once again a hearty thanks to our dec-

orating committee whose task is to remove all Christ-

mas décor and put us in the ordinary season. Many 

thanks to all and sundry for making Christmas Season 

Spirit-filled and grandiose.  

Finance Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 

7:30am - Parish Hall 

 

All parishioners are welcomed to attend. 
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St. Mary’s  

Shenandoah 

Saturday 

Jan 18 

4:30pm  

Mass 

Sunday 

Jan 19 

 6:30am 

 Mass  

Sunday 

Jan 19 

10:30am  

Mass 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Blaine Maher 

Diane Strunk 

Tom Hanna 

John Leininger 

Kim Leininger 

Diane Mullenberg 

GiGi DeSa 

Joan Bloom 

Lectors Blaine Maher Pete Wenstrand GiGi DeSa 

Ushers Gary Nebel 

Pam Nebel 

 Leroy Vrbsky 

Nicholas Mather 

Altar  

Servers 

  Josh Schuster 

Eli Schuster 

Adrianne Moore 

Shut-In’s Jan Ludwig’& Kay Frederick *If you are unable to do shut

-ins, please find a replacement or call the church office. 

Cantors 4:30pm - Vaughn Livingston 

10:30am - Sue Hanna 

Money  

Counters 

Bill Ludwig 

Bill Simpson 

Birthday 
1-16 Cindy O’Hearn 

1-17 ElJean Madsen 

1-19 Brian Daoust 

1-20 Terry Engelmeyer 
 

Anniversary 

1-12 Bill & Mary Berning 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 will 

meet Tuesday, January 21. This is our 

annual wild game feed.  Meal at 7pm 

followed by meeting at St. Mary’s Parish 

Hall. 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will not be meet-

ing in December & January. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thurs-

day at 5pm. 

BAPTISM: Please call the Church  office to schedule the Baptism. A class is 

required for first-time parents. 

 

RCIA: Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who are interested in be-

coming Catholic, or in learning about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael. Forms are in back of Church. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Raphael to re-

ceive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if you would like a visit while in the hospi-

tal or Communion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the home-

bound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. 

 

MARRIAGE: Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s should contact Fr. 

Raphael at least 6 months prior to the wedding to begin the preparation 

process. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: If you would to register in the parish, please intro-

duce yourself to Fr Raphael or stop by the  Church Office. Forms are also 

available at the back of Church. Completed forms can be dropped in the 

collection basket. 

 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER: A constant effort of the parish office is updating 

our current registered parishioners addresses and phone numbers. Please 

address these changes to the church office. If you are new to the parish, 

please call the office to register or pick up form in back of Church. If you 

are moving to a new location, or if parishioners know of someone who has 

moved, please call the parish office. 

 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like Masses offered for 

anyone, please contact the Church Office. Envelopes are in back of 

Church. Masses are $5.00 per Mass. 

 

PARISH HALL RENTING: Please contact the Church Office.  All communica-

tion with usage must be communicated with the Church Office. 

St Mary’s Church Support 

December 25, 2019 
 

Christmas - $3995.00 

Children’s Plate - $47.25 

St Mary’s Church Support 

December 29, 2019 
 

Tithes - $2396.00 

Plate - $261.75 

Ist Offering - $5.00 

Christmas Flowers - $25.00 

Mass Intentions - $10.00 

St Mary’s Church Support 

January 1, 2020 
 

1st Offering - $9.00 

Plate - $180.95 

St. Mary’s Church Support 

January 5, 2020 
 

Tithes - $3202.00 

Plate - $246.64 

1st Offering - $107.00 

Children’s Plate - $15.00 

On-Line Giving (Dec) - $425.00 

Hamburg Stipend - $1059.33 

Mass Intentions $25.00 



Jeff  & Amy Miller 
712-246-5555 

1107 W. Ferguson Rd. • Shenandoah, IA

MATHER & SONS INC
EXCAVATING TILING & BULLDOZING

Phil & Monica Mather
OWNERS &  

PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

 Teresa Isenhower-Moyer PT/CPT
Physical & Occupational Therapy

500 N Broad St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 
Ph: 712.246.2268

AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN CUISINE 
Daily Specials Mon. - Thurs. 

Reservations • Carry-Out 
Catering 

Located Next to Hy-Vee In 
Orchard’s Corner Mall

Mon. - Thurs. 11AM - 9:30 PM 712-246-3115 
Fri. - Sat.11AM - 10PM 506 S. Fremont St. 
Sun. 11AM - 9PM Shenandoah, IA 

Mexican Grill Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner 
To Go Orders   712-246-1325 

Hwy 59 South Shenandoah

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah • 712.246.1311 
Red Oak • 712.623.6960 

Essex • 712.379.3111
www.bankiowa.bank  Member FDIC

Quality Used Cars & Trucks 
Sales & Service

1212 W. Sheridan 
Shenandoah 

(712) 246-4268

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Shenandoah, IA A 4C 02-0979

Southwest Iowa 
Dental Associates

ª Accepting New Patients ª 
ª Dentistry For All Ages ª 

ª We Accept Almost All Insurances ª
CARLA KUCIREK | (712) 246-2180 

1213 W Nishna Rd.  | Shenandoah 

Shenandoah’s Only Onsite Crematory
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
www.swimemorial.com

405 W. Thomas Ave. • 712-246-2526

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Funeral &
Cremation Services

Prearrangement
Available

Markers &
 Monuments

(712) 246-2912
Shenandoah

www.hackettlivingston.com

Compliments of Vaughn,
Joan & Matt Livingston,

and Staci Shearer

MAIN STREET 
STORAGE

Dave &Donna Jauron

712-379-3781
600-602 Iowa Ave, Essex

Legion of Mary
Come Join Us

Thursday 5pm

GOWING PLUMBING 
Chris Lorimor - Owner 

(712) 246-1803 
After Hours: (712) 310-9248 

1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 
PO Box 264 • Shenandoah, IA

116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah

(712) 246-1840

Gavilon.com
Check out our new MyGavilon App

303 NW  Rd  Shenandoah
712-581-5000

712-246-1014

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Life Insurance, Retirement Funds,

Long Term Care Insurance,

& Disability Income Insurance

Jeromy Brockelsby   402-651-7613


