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Welcome to St. Mary on this Sixth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time. Over the next few weeks 

we will hear an extended passage from 

Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus reinterprets 

the law for his disciples. He challenges his 

disciples to take it one step further, to do 

more than just follow the letter of the law. On 

this President’s Day weekend, when we honor 

those people whom we have trusted to guide 

our country, let us consider how we can trust 

Jesus to guide us in our daily life. 

 

Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 

[1b]/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-

34a, 37 

Monday:  Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 

[77a]/Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 

[12a]/Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [1b]/

Mk 8:22-26 

Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [7a]/ 

Mk 8:27-33 

Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 1b]/Mk 

8:34—9:1 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/ 

Mt 16:13-19 

Next Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 

12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

 

St. Mary’s Church Support 

February 9, 2020  
 

Tithes -$2174.00 

Plate - $230.75 

Children’s Plate - $24.00 

Hamburg Stipend - $1059.33 

Mas Intentions - $75.00 

K of C (Hall Donation) - $1000.00 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sirach 15:15-20; Psalm 119; 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Matthew 5:17-37 

 

Shenandoah - 6:55AM, 

noon & 4PM 

 

Hamburg - 10AM & 6PM 

Theme: CHRISTIANITY: RELIGION OF THE HEART 
 

God's law is the focus of today's readings. The biblical 

view admits that law is part of human life. But more 

than that, law is a relationship between the individual, 

the community, and God. If we are to experience the 

divine and human enterprise fully, we must seek the 

heart of the law. 
 

As a student in school, I was told a story which I give in 

a modified form. Jack was an obedient boy who  

always wanted to carry out his mother’s commands to 

the best of his ability. His mother once asked him to 

bring a goat from the market. He bought a goat, put it 

on his shoulders and bent down with the weight, 

came staggering and sweating all the way home. His 

mother said, “How stupid you are! You should have 

tied a rope around its neck and dragged it along. The 

next time his mother asked him to bring a kilo of meat 

from the butcher. The boy tied it to a rope, as his 

mother had instructed him, and dragged the meat on 

the muddy road home. His mother, horrified on seeing 

the terrible condition of the meat, scolded him and 

told him that he should have wrapped the meat in a 

paper and carried it on his head instead. The next 

time, the ever-obedient Jack was asked to bring some 

butter. As expected, he carried it on his head. It melt-

ed in the scorching sun and trickled down his face till 

there was hardly any butter left to give to his mother. 
 

Understanding the meaning of the Law 
 

Like Jack, the scribes and Pharisees at the time of 

Jesus spent their lives being faithful to the letter of the 

Law, while ignoring its spirit. With their emphasis on the 

externals of religion they had missed out on the core, 

the weightier demands of the Law. Jesus was chal-

lenging His disciples to go to the basics, the essentials 

and the more radical implications of the Law. He 

emphasized this when He said, “if your virtue goes no 

deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never get into the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Jesus did not come to abolish the Law. Neither did He 

come merely to affirm the status quo. He came to  

affirm it but in a radically new way and to show us the 

finer points implied. 
 

 

Jesus was setting Himself up as the authoritative inter-

preter to help us understand the most profound as-

pects of the Law and really grasp its spirit. 

 

  You have learnt this… but I tell you this  

 

Today’s section of the Sermon on the Mount has four 

antitheses. These antitheses contrast what the disciples 

had learnt in the past with what He was now going to 

explain to them. “You have learnt this… but I tell you 

this.” 

 The first of the four antitheses in today’s gospel has 

to deal with the command, “Do not kill.”  Expand: 

anger. 

 In the second antithesis Jesus referred to the com-

mandment, “You must not commit adultery.” Ex-

pand: lust. He calls for purity of intention and self – 

control.  

 The third antithesis deals with the subject of di-

vorce. The message is clear: Love is faithful to the 

end. 

 And the fourth antithesis deals with not swearing 

falsely but being true to the oath we take. Expand: 

be honest and straightforward. Say “yes” when 

you mean yes and no when you mean no.   

 

The heart of religious obedience is not some lifeless law 

but Jesus.  We are being encouraged to examine the 

root cause of sin. Shalom! 
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T H E  L E C T I O  D I V I N A  S T E P S ( Y E A R  O F  

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Pope Benedict XVI in the post-

synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Verbum Domini 

(nos. 86-87), lectio divina is broken down into the 

following steps named in Latin: 

 

1. Lectio (reading), 

2. Meditatio (meditation), 

3. Oratio (prayer), 

4. and Contemplatio (contemplation). 

5. Then, as a result of the encounter with God in 

Scripture, we are also called to Actio (action). 
 

Each of these steps together form a process by 

which we encounter God in his sacred word and 

respond to his grace. They form parts of a larger 

whole, but each one comes with a certain set of 

skills for our us to master. Let’s look briefly at each 

step. 
 

Lectio (Reading) 

 

In the first phase of lectio divina we understand 

what the passage we are reading says in itself. This 

is the literal meaning of the Scripture passage and 

the lessons everyone should recognize in reading 

it. At this stage we do not yet consider our own 

lives in connection with the Scriptures. We do not 

let our opinions influence our reading but seek to 

understand the message of the passage as inter-

preted by the Church independently of anyone’s 

opinions. This phase is summarized with the ques-

tion: What does the text say that everyone should 

understand?  

 

Meditatio (Meditation) 

 

In the meditation phase of lectio divina, we ask, 

what does this text say to me, today, and to my 

life? We allow God to pull up certain memories of 

people, places, and events in our lives that relate 

to the passage we are reading. Meditation is also 

an opportunity to see ourselves in the text. We can 

consider our own feelings as if we were a partici-

pant in the text or try to understand what it would 

be like to be one of the people represented in the  

text. In this way we come to a deeper appreciation 

of how God is working in our lives through the sacred 

word. Having entered into the story ourselves, we 

can return to the present and consider the areas in 

our own lives that God is calling us to contemplate.  

 

Oratio (Prayer) 

 

Through a meditation on Scripture, we experience 

an intimate encounter with God that leads us to re-

spond in prayer. Having met our Lord in his holy 

word, we courageously speak to him in our own 

words. In this way we consider prayer to be a simple 

conversation with God. It is a conversation that 

comes in various forms: we ask petitions (or requests) 

of him, we give him thanks, and we give him praise. 

We might also ask for the intercession of Mary or the 

saints represented in the passage we read. At this 

phase we can ask ourselves: What can I say to the 

Lord in response to his word?  

 

Contemplatio (Contemplation) 

 

A true encounter with the Lord always leads to trans-

formation. Indeed, the Lord God proclaimed, 

“Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 

Through contemplation we come to an understand-

ing of the parts of our lives that need to be trans-

formed by God’s grace. We humble ourselves and 

open our lives up to his transformative power. This 

step comes with the willingness to change, an open-

ness and trust in God, and the decision to follow 

God’s will rather than our own. With this decision 

comes a fear of losing what we find comfortable 

and safe. At the same time, we feel the excitement 

of a call to heroic adventure and a hopeful future of 

living the life we are meant to live. At this step in the 

lectio divina process, we ask ourselves: What conver-

sion of the mind, heart, and life is the Lord asking of 

me?  

 

Actio (Action) 

 

Finally, although this phase is often not considered to 

be a part of lectio divina proper, it is an essential re-

sult of the encounter with God in Sacred Scripture. 

As Pope Benedict XVI wrote in Verbum Domini, “We 

do well also to remember that the process of lectio 

divina is not concluded until it arrives at action 

(actio), which moves the believer to make his or her 

life a gift for others in charity” (no. 87). Having re-

ceived God’s love and grace, we go forth to serve 

others out of the love we have been given. Our 

transformation calls us to witness to others; it calls us 

to selflessly serve our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

These acts are done not so much out of a sense of 

duty, but out of the inspiration we receive from the 

acceptance in faith of God’s love. 
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Birthday’s 
2-18 Lucille Hunt 

2-19 Pat Emge 

2-19 Vaughn Livingston 

Motivation for the week 

 

Every Thursday at 5PM 

during Lent 

The Knights of Columbus are offering 3 $1,000 schol-

arships to high school seniors or freshmen in col-

lege.  Must be active member of St. Mary’s of Shenan-

doah or St. Patrick’s of Imogene.  For questions or ap-

plications please contact Mike Bauer at 712-246-9672 

or mbauer@centurybankshen.bank.  Applications 

are due April 15, 2020. The Knights also offer our 

$1,000 interest free student loan to all children of our 

local Knights of Columbus council.   The loan can be 

taken out anytime during your college career.    

Contact Mike Bauer for information on the student 

loans as well.   

The Shenandoah/Imogene Knights of Columbus 
would like to thank you for making our Coats for Kids 

clothing drive a success. Through your generosity we 

were able to collect 130 coats and numerous gloves, 

mittens, and stocking caps which were taken to the 

Shenandoah Food Pantry to be distributed to needy 

individuals. Thank you again for your support! 

There will be a candidate forum for those seeking the 

office of Iowa Senate District 12 on February 22, 6 pm, 

at the Emerson Community Bldg, in Emerson, Iowa . 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  Senate district 12 en-

compasses Page, Fremont, Mills and Montgomery 

Counties. 

Our journey together is so short!" 

 

A young lady sat in a bus. At the next stop a loud and 

grumpy old lady came and sat next to her. She 

squeezed into the seat and bumped her with her nu-

merous bags.  

 

The person sitting on the other side of the young lady 

got upset, asking her why she did not speak up and 

say something. 

 

The young lady responded with a smile, "It is not nec-

essary to be rude or argue over something so insignifi-

cant; the journey together is so short. Anyway, I'll get 

off at the next stop." 

 

This response deserves to be written in golden letters: 

 

"It is not necessary to argue over something so insignifi-

cant, our journey together is so short." 

 

If each one of us realized that our time here is so short, 

why darken it with quarrels, fights, futile arguments, not 

forgiving one another, discontentment and a fault 

finding attitude; all these are a waste of time and en-

ergy. 

 

Did someone break your heart? Be calm, the journey 

together is so short! 

 

Did someone betray, bully, cheat or humiliate you?  Be 

calm, forgive, the journey together is so short! 

 

Whatever trouble or distress anyone brings us, let us 

remember that our journey together is so short. 

 

No one knows the duration of this journey. No one 

knows when their stop will be. Our journey together is 

so short. 

 

Let us cherish friends and family. Let us be respectful, 

kind and forgiving to one another. Let us be filled with 

gratitude and gladness.  

 

If I have ever hurt you, I ask for your forgiveness. If you 

have ever hurt me, you already have my forgiveness.  

After all, Our journey together is so short! (source un-

known) 

Appreciation: On behalf of the council members, 

I wish to express appreciation to Mike Bloom, Ray-

mond and Gigi Desa, Jason Desa and all who 

helped to move the front pews in the church, 

thus creating ample space for movement. Thanks 

a million!   
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St. Mary’s  

Shenandoah 

Saturday 

Feb 22 

4:30pm  

Mass 

Sunday 

Feb 23 

 6:30am 

 Mass  

Sunday 

Feb 23 

10:30am  

Mass 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Laurie Johnson 

Donna Jauron 

Amy Miller 

 Erwin Aust 

Emily Daoust 

Steve Schuster 

Lectors Laurie Johnson  Joan Bloom 

Ushers Lou Saner 

Patty Woerth 

 Bob Stanbrough 

Ava Godfread 

Altar  

Servers 

  Calvin Johnson 

Luke Mather 

Emily Daoust 

Shut-In’s Bernadette Stanbrough, Betty Engelmeyer & Erwin 

Aust  *If you are unable to do shut-ins, please find a 

replacement or call the church office. 

Cantors 4:30pm - Deb Meyer 

10:30am - Jane Emge/Fred Strunk 

Money  

Counters 

Pat Aust 

Bill Ludwig 

St. Mary’s Shenandoah - Mass Intentions 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Feb 15 

Confession 

Mass for Matt McIntyre+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Feb 16 - 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Pat Ginger+ 

Mass for Isaac Torrez+ 

Monday 

 

No Mass 

Feb 17 - The Seven Holy Founders of 

the Servite Order; Presidents’ Day  
Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

12:10pm 

Feb 18 

Mass for Marcial Jimenez+ 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Feb 19 

Mass for Pearl Beier+ 

Thursday 

12:10pm  

Feb 20 

Mass for Vincent Pella+ 

Friday 

 

12:10pm 

Feb 21 - St. Peter Damian, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 

Mass for Fr Vern Smith (Blessings) 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Feb 22 - The Chair of Saint Peter the 

Apostle 

Confession 

Mass for Paul Hughes+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Feb 23 - 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Winnie Greenleaf+ 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 will be 

starting their Fish Fry’s on Friday, Febru-

ary 28th. Time is 5pm to 7pm. The next 

meeting will be Tuesday, March 10th. 

Meal at 7pm followed by meeting at St. 

Mary’s Parish Hall. 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will meet on Mon-

day, February 24th at 6:30pm at St. Mary’s 

Parish Hall. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thurs-

day at 5pm. 

Please Pray for 

 

 
 

 
 Mary Laughlin 

 Mary Lightfoot 

Patricia Steffes  

Evelyn Pontious 

Helen Lewis 

Mary Berning 

 

If you or someone you know would like 

to be on the prayer list, please call the 

church office so that we can put it in the 

bulletin.  

Thank You 

St. Mary's Guild hosted a funeral luncheon for the 

family of Pearl Beier on February 8, 2020. Thank you to 

the following for donating food, decorating the hall, 

serving the meal and cleaning-up: 

 

Judy Anderson, Joan Bloom, Susan Dinville, Betty 

Engelmeyer, Denise Jardon, Donna Jauron, Laurie 

Johnson, Jan Ludwig, Linda McGargill, Deb Meyer, 

Theresa Moyer, Coleen Norton, Carter Ruzek, Linnea 

Shook, Reese Spiegel, Bernadette Stanbrough, Dana 

Wenstrand. 

 

Special thanks to Carter & Reese - we appreciate 

you being a part of this special ministry and partici-

pating in the life of the church.   

 

All members of St. Mary's are welcomed to help with 

funeral dinners. If you see we are having a funeral at 

St. Mary's & would like to volunteer, or if you would 

like to be included on the email/calling list, please 

contact Dana Wenstrand at 712.370.5149, or the 

church office.     
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