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Readings for week of February 23, 2020 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s 

 

Catholic Church 

Brad & Kandra Johnson 

Youth Ministry 

 

Pete Wenstrand 

Finance Council - Chair 

 

Linda McGargill 

Council of Faith Formation - Chair 

 

Wally Teten 

Parish Council - Chair 

 

Dana Wenstrand 

Vaughn Livingston 

Trustees 

 

Sue Hanna & Jane Emge 

Music Coordinators 

 

Mary Beth Gowing  

Organist 

 

Jerry McDonald 

Knights of Columbus - Grand Knight 

 

Regina Loehr 

Ladies Guild - President 

Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10,  

12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

Monday: Jas 3:13-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [9a]/ 

Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday: Jas 4:1-10/Ps 55:7-8, 9-10a, 10b-11a, 23 

[23a]/Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 

and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [ 

Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/ 

Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/ 

Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 

17 [cf. 3a]/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

Welcome to St. Mary on this Seventh 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. Jesus chal-

lenges us to turn the other cheek and 

to love our enemies. These are not our 

instincts. It is not easy. We get angry, 

we are upset, we want to do or say 

something to express that pain and 

rage. As we approach the season of 

Lent, let the example of our Lord  

inspire us to respond to hurt and  

conflict with mercy and forgiveness.  
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18; Psalm 103; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

Theme: Love at its Peak 
 

Sometimes our interaction with people becomes more 

business than charity. We do for others only what they 

have done for us. If we have been wronged, then 

 revenge is sought. It is a challenge to give love with-

out I owe you (IOUs). Today's readings are a call to act 

out of love and respect because that is the manner of 

our God. 
 

The Holiness Code 
 

The first reading is from a document known as the Holi-

ness Code (Leviticus, Chapters 17-26). The name 

comes from the repetition of phrases like "You shall be 

holy, for I the LORD your God am holy" (Leviticus 19:2). 

The theme of this document is that Israel, as God's 

covenant people, is to distinguish itself from all the  

other nations by reflecting God's holiness. This means 

correcting a wayward member when necessary but 

avoiding grudges and revenge. 
 

The responsorial, Psalm 103, is a psalm of praise and 

thanksgiving that announces God's goodness to the 

psalmist and God's ongoing concern for Israel. Com-

passion is the hallmark of God's covenantal loyalty. 

The root for "compassion" and "merciful" is the Hebrew 

word for "womb." Thus, it is Mother God who provides 

for her children. 
 

Walking the extra mile for Love 
 

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus rejects behavior that 

is based solely on I owe you. Human legal systems 

(going to court) and checks and balances (a slap for 

a slap) are no longer acceptable. Jesus urges  

renouncing one's right to demand strict claims; he  

encourages walking the extra mile. Limits on love are 

not in keeping with the unconditional love of God who 

sends sun and rain on both the just and the unjust. 
 

At home, on the job, and in our circle of friends we 

constantly experience the challenge of the Christian 

life. To show love when love is not returned, to practice 

justice when everyone else acts dishonestly, and to be 

compassionate when compassion does not well up 

automatically -- these are all occasions when the  

theory is truly tested. Shalom! 

Ash Wednesday - February 26, 2020 

The first day of Lent 
 

Mass schedules:  Shenandoah - 6:55am, noon & 4pm. 

Hamburg - 10am & 6pm 

Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and im-

portant holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash 

Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and pray-

er. It takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday. 

Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradi-

tion of penance and fasting. The practice includes the 

wearing of ashes on the head. The ashes symbolize the 

dust from which God made us. As the priest applies 

the ashes to a person's forehead, he speaks the words: 

"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return." Alternatively, the priest may speak the words, 

"Repent and believe in the Gospel." 

Ashes also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that we 

have sinned and caused division from God. 

Writings from the Second-century Church refer to the 

wearing of ashes as a sign of penance. 

Priests administer ashes during Mass, and all are invited 

to accept the ashes as a visible symbol of penance. 

Even non-Christians and the excommunicated are 

welcome to receive the ashes. The ashes are made 

from blessed palm branches, taken from the previous 

year's palm Sunday Mass. 

It is important to remember that Ash Wednesday is a 

day of penitential prayer and fasting. Some faithful 

take the rest of the day off work and remain home. 

Feasting is highly inappropriate. Small children, the el-

derly and sick are exempt from this observance. 

It is not required that a person wear the ashes for the 

rest of the day. However, many people keep the ash-

es as a reminder until the evening. 

Recently, movements have developed that involve 

pastors distributing ashes to passersby in public places. 

This isn't considered taboo, but Catholics should still 

receive ashes within the context of Mass. In some cas-

es, ashes may be delivered by a priest or a family 

member to those who are sick or shut-in. 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of 

Lent. It is a season of penance, reflection, and fasting 

which prepares us for Christ's Resurrection on Easter 

Sunday, through which we attain redemption. 
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St. Mary’s Church Support 

February 16, 2020  
 

Tithes -$1569.00 

Plate - $233.00 

Children’s Plate - $20.28 

1st Offering - $1.00  

Memorials - $35.00 

 
 

Every Thursday at 5PM 

during Lent 

Our next Sponsor Couple training is scheduled for Sat-

urday, March 14th from 9 am until 12 pm at St. Mary’s 

Parish, 1510 Highland Ave, Red Oak, IA 51566. This 

training is for any couple that would like to assist en-

gaged couples as they prepare for the sacrament of 

marriage. All materials and snacks are provided. Cou-

ples can register for this training by calling Adam Sto-

rey at 515-237-5056 or by email at  

astorey@dmdiocese.org.  

There will be Second offering on March 1,2020 for 

Shenandoah Pregnancy and Resource Center 

 

The Shenandoah Pregnancy and Resource Center is a 

new non-profit organization formed to provide com-

passionate hope and help to people facing pregnan-

cy decisions and parenting needs. 

 

Among the services the center will provide are free 

pregnancy tests, free STD tests, baby supplies such as 

diapers for those with children under two years of age, 

free ultrasounds, educational material, counseling and 

support. 

 

The Shenandoah Pregnancy and Resource Center is a 

pro-life, pro-family, faith-based organization.  

 

We just received our 501c3 status in January, after 

three years of working toward this goal. 

 

Jackie Harms is the contact person for St. Mary’s.   

Kathy Langley is President; Angie Bentley is Treasurer; 

Patti Adams is Secretary. 

 

Ways you can help or get involved are: 

1) Prayer 

2) Support our fundraisers.  

3) Baby items (diapers, onesies, etc).  We are accept-

ing diaper donations now but other items we are re-

questing you wait to donate until we have a building. 

4) Volunteer to help: 

 -get on our email list (just let me know your email 

address) 

 -help at fundraisers 

 -offer to volunteer at the center once it is open  

5)   Board members —we will be needing more board 

members (we will need a physician, nurses, an ac-

countant, pastors/ priest). If you know of someone 

who would be a good fit for us and might be interest-

ed as a board member, please refer them to one of 

us.  

6)   Keep your ears open for us for grant opportunities, 

buildings for sale, etc 

7) And above all — please keep us in your prayers 

 

Thank you! 

Across the diocese  

 
There are two opportunities to accompany those in 

our community who have gone through divorce. The 

first is a Catholic Divorce Survival Group which will 

begin on March 23rd at Christ the King Parish in Des 

Moines. This is a program that can bring healing and 

peace to any person who has suffered through a di-

vorce.  

 

In addition, on Saturday March 28th, the Archdiocese 

of Dubuque is hosting a Surviving Divorce volunteer 

training in Cedar Rapids. All that is needed is 1-2 volun-

teers who would like to accompany those who have 

suffered from a divorce, and we can provide the train-

ing. If you are interested in this opportunity but would 

like help planning, please call 515-237-5056.  

 

 

Monday, March 2nd 

7:30PM 

Church 

St. Mary’s Finance Council presented the Mid-

Year Financial report FY2019-2020 during the 

Mass the weekend of February 8th & 9th. 

If you were not present that weekend, and 

would like a copy of the report, please contact 

Fr Raphael or Diane Strunk in the Church Office. 

Thank you 
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Motivation for the week 

Holy Humor  

BAPTISM:   Please call the Church office to schedule 

the Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 

 

1ST COMMUNION AND RECONCILIATION SACRA-

MENTS:  Eligibility to receive these Sacraments includes 

being Baptized, in 2nd grade or above, enrolled in the 

Religious Education Program, and meet Sunday class 

attendance requirements including extra Sacrament 

Lessons.  Please contact Lynda Marshall for more infor-

mation. 

  

CONFIRMATION:  This Sacrament is offered every other 

year to 10th and 11th graders who have received their 

1st Communion and Reconciliation Sacraments, meet 

the criteria of two years attendance in the Religious 

Education Program-Youth Ministry’s Sunday classes 

and attend extra Sacrament Lessons.  Please contact 

Kandra Johnson for more information. 
 

MARRIAGE:   Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to 

the wedding to begin the preparation process. 

 

RCIA:   Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults 

who are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learn-

ing about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr. 

Raphael. Forms are in back of Church. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK:  Please contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 

you would like a visit while in the hospital or Commun-

ion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the 

homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION:   If you would like to register in 

the parish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or 

stop by the  Church Office. Forms are also available at 

the back of Church. Completed forms can be 

dropped in the collection basket. 
 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER:   A constant effort of the 

parish office is updating our current registered parish-

ioners addresses and phone numbers. Please address 

these changes to the church office. If you are new to 

the parish, please call the office to register or pick up 

form in back of Church. If you are moving to a new 

location, or if parishioners know of someone who has 

moved, please call the parish office. 
 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like 

Masses offered for anyone, please contact the 

Church Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Mass-

es are $5.00 per Mass. 
 

PARISH HALL RENTING:   Please contact the Church 

Office.  All communication with usage must be com-

municated with the Church Office. Parishioners using 

the Parish Hall for meetings or any other purposes 

should contact the Church Office. 

The Knights of Columbus are offering 3 $1,000 schol-

arships to high school seniors or freshmen in col-

lege.  Must be active member of St. Mary’s of Shenan-

doah or St. Patrick’s of Imogene.  For questions or ap-

plications please contact Mike Bauer at 712-246-9672 

or mbauer@centurybankshen.bank.  Applications 

are due April 15, 2020. The Knights also offer our 

$1,000 interest free student loan to all children of our 

local Knights of Columbus council.   The loan can be 

taken out anytime during your college career.    

Contact Mike Bauer for information on the student 

loans as well.   

The Blind Girl (Change) 

 

There was a blind girl who hated herself purely for the 

fact she was blind. The only person she didn’t hate 

was her loving boyfriend, as he was always there for 

her. She said that if she could only see the world, she 

would marry him. 

 

One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her – 

now she could see everything, including her boyfriend. 

Her boyfriend asked her, “now that you can see the 

world, will you marry me?” 

 

The girl was shocked when she saw that her boyfriend 

was blind too and refused to marry him. Her boyfriend 

walked away in tears, and later wrote a letter to her 

saying: 

  

                   “Just take care of my eyes dear.” 

 

Moral of the story: 

When our circumstances change, so does our mind. 

Some people may not be able to see the way things 

were before, and might not be able to appreciate 

them. There are many things to take away from this 

story, not just one. 

Too Early For Service  

 

In the foyer of a church, a young boy was looking at a 

plaque with the names of men and women who had 

died in various wars.  He asked the pastor, “Who are 

these people?”  The pastor said, “Those are members 

from our church who died in the service.”  The boy 

asked, “The early service or the second service?” 
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St. Mary’s  

Shenandoah 

Saturday 

Feb 29 

4:30pm  

Mass 

Sunday 

Mar 1 

 6:30am 

 Mass  

Sunday 

Mar 1 

10:30am  

Mass 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Terry Engelmeyer 

Tom Hanna 

Blaine Maher 

 Maria Mather 

Diane Mullenberg 

Karen Haigwood 

Lectors Terry Engelmeyer  Steve Schuster 

Ushers Gary Nebel 

Pam Nebel 

 Larry Shum 

Elizabeth Adkisson 

Altar  

Servers 

  Victoria Adkisson 

Michelle Adkisson 

Auri Trowbridge 

Bella Trowbridge 

Shut-In’s Jan Ludwig & Kay Frederick *If you are unable to 

do shut-ins, please find a replacement or call the 

church office. 

Cantors 4:30pm - Angela Trowbridge 

10:30am - Sue Hanna 

Money  

Counters 

Erwin Aust 

Bill Simpson 

St. Mary’s Shenandoah - Mass Intentions 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Feb 22 - The Chair of Saint Peter the 

Apostle 

Confession 

Mass for Paul Hughes+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Feb 23 - 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Winnie Greenleaf+ 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Feb 24 

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

12:10pm 

Feb 25 

Mass for Bill Formack (healing) 

Wednesday 

6:55am 

Noon 

4pm 

Feb 26 - Ash Wednesday 

Mass for Pat Ginger+ 

Mass for Johanna McGargill+ 

Mass for Kay Norton+ 

Thursday 

12:10pm  

5pm 

Feb 27 

Mass for Donna Hamilton (healing) 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday 

12:10pm 

Feb 28 

Mass for Pearl Beier+ 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Feb 29 

Confession 

Mass for Douglas Breedlove+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

March 1 - 1st Sunday of Lent 

Mass for Clive Hayes+ 

Mass for Jackie Harms+ 

Birthday’s 

2-24 Rob Lightfoot 

2-26 Tom Madsen 

2-28 Emily Daoust 

 

Anniversaries 

2-29 Leroy & Janice Vrbsky (60th) 

2-29 Dana & Pete Wenstrand 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 will 

be starting their Fish Fry’s on Friday, 

February 28th. Time is 5pm to 7pm. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, 

March 10th. Meal at 7pm followed by 

meeting at St. Mary’s Parish Hall. 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will meet on 

Monday, February 24th at 6:30pm at 

St. Mary’s Parish Hall. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every 

Thursday at 5:30pm. 

Please Pray for 

 

 
 

 
 Mary Laughlin 

 Mary Lightfoot 

Patricia Steffes  

Evelyn Pontious 

Helen Lewis 

Mary Berning 

 

If you or someone you know would 

like to be on the prayer list, please 

call the church office so that we can 

put it in the bulletin.  

Mass Schedule 



Jeff  & Amy Miller 
712-246-5555 

1107 W. Ferguson Rd. • Shenandoah, IA

MATHER & SONS INC
EXCAVATING TILING & BULLDOZING

Phil & Monica Mather
OWNERS &  

PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

 Teresa Isenhower-Moyer PT/CPT
Physical & Occupational Therapy

500 N Broad St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 
Ph: 712.246.2268

AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN CUISINE 
Daily Specials Mon. - Thurs. 

Reservations • Carry-Out 
Catering 

Located Next to Hy-Vee In 
Orchard’s Corner Mall

Mon. - Thurs. 11AM - 9:30 PM 712-246-3115 
Fri. - Sat.11AM - 10PM 506 S. Fremont St. 
Sun. 11AM - 9PM Shenandoah, IA 

Mexican Grill Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner 
To Go Orders   712-246-1325 

Hwy 59 South Shenandoah

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah • 712.246.1311 
Red Oak • 712.623.6960 

Essex • 712.379.3111
www.bankiowa.bank  Member FDIC

Quality Used Cars & Trucks 
Sales & Service

1212 W. Sheridan 
Shenandoah 

(712) 246-4268

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Shenandoah, IA A 4C 02-0979

Southwest Iowa 
Dental Associates

ª Accepting New Patients ª 
ª Dentistry For All Ages ª 

ª We Accept Almost All Insurances ª
CARLA KUCIREK | (712) 246-2180 

1213 W Nishna Rd.  | Shenandoah 

Shenandoah’s Only Onsite Crematory
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
www.swimemorial.com

405 W. Thomas Ave. • 712-246-2526

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Funeral &
Cremation Services

Prearrangement
Available

Markers &
 Monuments

(712) 246-2912
Shenandoah

www.hackettlivingston.com

Compliments of Vaughn,
Joan & Matt Livingston,

and Staci Shearer

MAIN STREET 
STORAGE

Dave &Donna Jauron

712-379-3781
600-602 Iowa Ave, Essex

GOWING PLUMBING 
Chris Lorimor - Owner 

(712) 246-1803 
After Hours: (712) 310-9248 

1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 
PO Box 264 • Shenandoah, IA

116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah

(712) 246-1840

Gavilon.com
Check out our new MyGavilon App

303 NW  Rd  Shenandoah
712-581-5000

712-246-1014

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Life Insurance, Retirement Funds,

Long Term Care Insurance,

& Disability Income Insurance

Jeromy Brockelsby   402-651-7613

“Where Caring Makes a Difference”
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 

Hospice Care | Respite Care | Secured Building 
Spacious, Private & Semi-Private Suites 

712-246-4515 | 1200 Nishna Rd. | Shenandoah, IA

Pit Cleaning 
Septic Pumping 

Emergency Service Available 
Licensed Master Pumper

John Mullins
402-297-8530   712-374-3313 
Your Satisfaction Is Our Success!

712-246-1495


