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Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/ 

Mt 18:15-20  

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7,  

12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c  

[Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15,  

16-17 [11]/Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,  

23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/ 

Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/ 

Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  

11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Catholic Church on this 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. Each of  

us is our brother’s (and sister’s) keeper. Today  

we hear God calling us to be responsible for  

each other. No one should be left on their own  

to fail; we are called to pick each other up, to 

help each other out. This Labor Day weekend, 

when we honor all those who work to do the 

things that contribute to society, whether in a  

factory, on a farm, in an office, at home, or 

 wherever it may be, let us resolve to work  

together in building the kingdom of God. 



2   |   St. Mary’s Church 

Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Annual Diocesan Appeal   

update as of August 28, 2020 
 

61 donors from 185 registered families have pledged 

 

ADA 2020 Goal :            $27,887.00 

Pledges:                          $3,975.00 

Pledge Payments:          $3,250.00 

Pledge Balance:             $725.00 

Gifts:                                $20,617.28 

Current Amount due/ 

(Refund Due):                 $4,019.72 

 

If you have not pledged yet, please take time and do 

so.  Donation forms can be picked up in Church Office 

or put in the Lockbox in the Church.   Thank You. 

St. Mary’s Church Support 
 

          Tithes - $1628.00 

          Plate - $455.00 

          Solidarity Collection  for Africa - $55.00 
           

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the 

Lockbox in the Church. Thank You!! 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Romans 13:8-10 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Theme: How to correct a Person 
 

The readings of today tell us, we are responsible for 

each other. The first reading explains the idea with the 

story of the sentry who is expected to blow his horn 

when he sees danger. The gospel suggests how to  

correct one who has strayed from the way.  
 

How conflict begins  
 

You need just two people to start a quarrel. And they 

don’t have to be enemies. That is why even a couple, 

madly in love in the early days of marriage, often end 

up fighting like cats and dogs in later stages of their 

married life. As more members are added to a family 

the possibility of conflicts increases. Conflicts also exist 

in our community, cooperative housing society, in a 

Parish Church or in Small Christian societies.  There are 

conflicts among priests and among bishops. In many 

cases these quarrels lead to a lot of bad blood, great-

er tensions, and a further escalation of the conflict.  
 

What do people generally do when they fight with 

each other? Many generally just blame the other and 

shift the total responsibility for the conflict on to the 

other. Some rake up the past and matters often 

shared in confidence become easy ammunition to 

use against each other. The timid ones especially  

usually try to pacify the other without really dealing 

with the issues involved. “Okay, okay,” they might say, 

“it’s all right, don’t shout” and attempt to change the 

topic.  Others get violent, rant and rave, shout, 

scream and smash things around or strike people, thus 

adding to the problem. 
 

Conflict in the Christian Church 
 

The early Christian community had its fair share of  

conflicts. This was because some Christians while  

professing to be the followers of Jesus didn’t really live 

according to the Gospel values.  
 

Our Gospel passage from Matthew chapter 18 deals 

with problems affecting the local Christian communi-

ty. The community has a course of action when  

dealing with the sinner: First, there is private correction. 

If this fails, then witnesses are called upon to help 

make the point. As a last resort, the person is 

excommunicated. Justice is a communal experience. 

Like the early Christian community, so in our time 

individual and community conflicts are inevitable. In 

fact, they are a part of life. Furthermore, conflicts can 

even be a source of great enrichment if we approach 

them constructively. For conflicts arise because we 

have many differences in the way we think, feel, and 

behave.  We have, besides, different family back-

grounds, needs, values, likes and dislikes. All these 

could be elements in a melting pot or tinderbox for 

continual turmoil or explosions within the community. 

Yet the good news is that these very differences can 

help us discover wonderful, new, and enriching  

perspectives in the way we view problems and deal 

with them.  While conflict is inevitable, let us as  

Christian opt for fraternal correction and peaceful 

resolution. Shalom! 

The Holy Family 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why 

Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to  

Jerusalem. A small child replied, ‘They couldn’t 

get a baby-sitter. ‘ 
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This & That 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Sept 5 

Confessions 

Mass for Paul Aust+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Sept 6  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Hughie Laughlin+ 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Sept 7   Labor Day 

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

 

12:10pm 

Sept 8   The Nativity of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary  

Mass for Wally Teten+ 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Sept 9  St. Peter Claver, Priest 

Mass for Ralph Garcia+ 

Thursday 

12:10pm 

Sept 10 

Mass for Berky Martin Family 

Friday 

12:10pm 

Sept 11  Patriot Day  

Mass for Jerry & Jan Hughes+ 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Sept 12  The Most Holy Name of Mary 

Confessions 

Mass for Matt McIntyre+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Sept 13  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Grandparents’ Day 

Mass for Ned Dermody+ 

Mass for Shirley Farrell+ 

Lectors — September 12th & 13th 
 

4:30pm—Terry Engelmeyer 

10:30am—GiGi DeSa 

Thank God is Friday 
I wish to thank all who joined our maiden talk show last 

Friday. It was indeed discovering moment to know the 

humble beginning of some church families. It was 

heartwarming and educative to learn from each  

other. Kudos to Dr. Rick & Teresa Jamison, Bob &  

Bernadette Stanbrough and Daniel & Linnea Shook for 

sharing and educating us.  Watch out for the next 

session! 
 

RCIA – Adult Faith Formation 

Do you desire to know more about the Catholic Faith 

and deepen your prayer life through praying with 

scriptures (Lectio Divina)? If you desire to join the 

Church, kindly register with the secretary. Teaching 

starts in October 2020. 

 

Journey songs, Third Edition 
We have successfully taken delivery of the “Journey 

songs, Third Edition.”  This is a hard copy with 3-year 

cycle Readings.  Each journey songs book cost  

approximately $20 without shipping cost. 

 

If you have not purchase one yet in memory of a love 

member of your family or in honor of someone. Please 

do so. Your name and that of the person will be  

embossed in the hymn book.  

 

Kindly send check of $20 or more to St. Mary’s church 

with memo “Journey song.” 

 

Please add your name and the person whose 

memory/honor you are buying the hymnal. Thanks for 

your consideration!   
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Motivation of the week 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479. Meet the 

second Tuesday of each month.  Meal at 7pm 

followed by meeting at St. Mary’s Parish Hall in 

Shenandoah. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thursday at 
5:30pm via Zoom. 

Frequently asked question 
 

Should a priest or deacon witness a wedding when 

the woman is pregnant? 

 

The condition of pregnancy does not ipso facto  

indicate that the person would not be properly  

disposed to enter into marriage. However, the pastoral 

minister should be prudent, in conducting the  

pre-marital investigation, in attempting to determine 

whether there is any external or internal pressure to 

marry. The presence of such lack of freedom could 

result in the lack of full consent at the time of  

marriage, thereby invalidating the marriage. The  

pastoral minister should also receive medical  

documentation confirming the pregnancy. 
 

The pre-nuptial form is carefully designed with 

questions to detect any force or cohesion that will  

affect the marriage.  In some instances, there might 

be previous bond which serves as impediment for  

contracting sacramental marriage. Since marriage is 

indissoluble, the church’s tribunal must rectify and give 

freedom to marry.  
 

According to Canon 1063, pastors of souls are obliged 

to see to it that their own ecclesial community  

furnishes the Christian faithful assistance that the  

marital state is maintain in a Christian spirit.  Therefore, 

marriage preparation takes about six to eight months. 

While pregnancy cannot be an impediment to  

marriage, it should not be used as force to get marry. 

Did you ever hear the story of Mike and Theresa, a 

young illiterate couple who got converted to Christian-

ity and happily received baptism? Wanting to be 

more involved in Church activities, they regularly 

attended the Church’s post marriage counselling 

sessions designed for young married couples. There, 

they observed that all the men wore the same type of 

shirt during certain group activities. Naturally, Mike got 

attracted and was eager to get his matching shirt. So, 

Theresa gladly sewed one for her beloved husband 

which he wore to the next activity class. After the 

gathering, Mike came home with a gloomy look of 

disappointment on his face. He had his shirt on all right, 

but at the meeting he noticed that all the men had 

little writing on their shirts and his was plain. So, his poor 

lovely wife, undaunted by her inability to read just like 

him, sewed three words which she copied from a  

signage on a store window just across their house. 

Mike wore it proudly to the next counselling session. 

This time he came home bubbling with joy. He said all 

the men really liked the inscription that Theresa had 

put on his shirt. They said it so aptly described the 

 wonderful change they had seen in his life. It turned 

out that his wife had sewed, "UNDER NEW  

MANAGEMENT." 

 

We all enter this world under a type of management. 

We all live our lives under a chosen or given manage-

ment, and we all die under a management. Sadly, too 

many of us have been born, live and die under the 

same management without change. Don't you think is 

time for a new management too in your life? How 

many times have you passed a place of business 

where you have seen a sign that said, “Under new 

management”? The children of Israel were liberated 

from slavery and given a new start. Even though they 

were under a new management, they preferred the 

old one (Exodus 17:3). They seemed to have  

developed selective amnesia because they did not 

remember their deliverance, but they remembered 

their “good days” in Egypt. We are all just like the  

Israelites! When people talk about the “good old 

days”, I say to them, “It's not the days that are old, it's 

you that's old but refusing to change.” Sometimes we 

need to acknowledge that nostalgia is an illness for 

those who haven't realized that today is tomorrow's 

nostalgia. 

 

Here’s my advice for the week. We all need from time 

to time a new management. We need to allow 

ourselves to change, adapt or cope with the 

discipline of new management. Maybe Mike, an  

illiterate, did not know what writing he carried around 

on his shirt, but his attitude said it all. A teacher once 

said, “When people do not know what went wrong, 

they will decide who went wrong”. That same teacher  

also said, “When people do not know what to do, they 

will do what they know”. This teacher is telling you that 

when you don't know under whose management you 

work or live for; your work and passion will manage 

you. 

 

May your Week not be Weak but with Him! I send you 

my prayerful wishes for the week. 
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Birthday 

9-10 Judy Anderson 

9-12 Tommy Hanna 

St. Mary’s of Shenandoah Parishioners who would 

like to have their Birthdays & Anniversaries in the 

Church Bulletin, please email them to: 

saintmaryoffice.shen@gmail.com.  Thank You 

 

 

BAPTISM:   Please call the Church office to schedule 

the Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 
 

1ST COMMUNION AND RECONCILIATION SACRAMENTS:   

Eligibility to receive these Sacraments includes being 

Baptized, in 2nd grade or above, enrolled in the  

Religious Education Program, and meet Sunday class 

attendance requirements including extra Sacrament 

Lessons.  Please contact Lynda Marshall for more  

information. 

  

CONFIRMATION:  This Sacrament is offered every other 

year to 10th and 11th graders who have received their 

1st Communion and Reconciliation Sacraments, meet 

the criteria of two years attendance in the Religious 

Education Program-Youth Ministry’s Sunday classes and 

attend extra Sacrament Lessons.  Please contact  

Kandra Johnson for more information. 
 

MARRIAGE:   Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to 

the wedding to begin the preparation process. 
 

RCIA:   Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who 

are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning 

about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr.  

Raphael.  
 

CARE OF THE SICK:  Please contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 

you would like a visit while in the hospital or Commun-

ion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the 

homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION:   If you would like to register in 

the parish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or 

stop by the  Church Office. Forms are also available at 

the back of Church. Completed forms can be 

dropped in the collection basket. 
 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER:   A constant effort of the 

parish office is updating our current registered parish-

ioners email addresses, home addresses and home 

and cell phone numbers. Please address these chang-

es to the church office. If you are new to the parish, 

please call the office to register or pick up form in back 

of Church. If you are moving to a new location, or if 

parishioners know of someone who has moved, please 

call the parish office. 
 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like 

Masses offered for anyone, please contact the Church 

Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Masses are 

$5.00 per Mass. 
 

PARISH HALL RENTING:   Please contact the Church  

Office.  All communication with usage must be 

communicated with the Church Office. Parishioners 

using the Parish Hall for meetings or any other purposes 

should contact the Church Office. 

Special Collection for Disaster Relief/Derecho 

& Beirut  - The month of August has wreaked havoc 

in our backyards and across the globe. A terrible  

explosion in the port of Beirut, Lebanon was followed 

by a straight-line windstorm, known as a derecho here 

in Iowa. The explosion in Beirut cost at least 160 people 

their lives and thousands of people remain injured or 

homeless. The derecho caused severe damage to 

crops, businesses, and homes. Tens of thousands of  

individual and families remain without power while 

they assess damages and remove debris. The recov-

ery process for both disasters is expected to be 

lengthy and costly. 

  

In response to these local and global disasters, Bishop 

Joensen asks that a special collection be taken up at 

our parishes this weekend. Donations can placed in 

basket in back of Church. Gifts can also be made 

online dmdiocese.org/giving or mailed directly to the 

Diocese of Des Moines (601 Grand Avenue Des 

Moines, IA 50309). Contributions to disaster relief efforts 

in Beirut will be sent to Catholic Relief Services. The 

 Diocese of Des Moines is working with our local  

Catholic Charities to help the individuals and families 

most severely affected by the derecho. 

Special Collection for Seminarians. Formation of 

a priestly vocation is a commitment of deep prayer 

and financial support on the part of the entire faith 

community and each seminarian. Gifts to this col-

lection are used to cover tuition, room and board, 

and provide a small monthly stipend for pre-

theologians and theologians. Every gift, regardless 

of the size, is vital and we thank you for your gener-

osity. Donations can be placed for the Seminarian 

Collection in the basket in back of Church. Gifts 

may also be made online at dmdiocese.org/giving 

or returned directly to the diocese.  
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