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Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/

Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,  

38 [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b,  

3cd-4, 5-6, 15-16, 20 [17]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 

22 [12]/Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28 [1]/ 

Lk 7:36-50 

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15 

[15b]/Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14 

[14]/Lk 8:4-15 

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/ 

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church on this Twenty-

fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We gather 

each weekend with family, friends, and 

neighbors to worship God, a God of mercy, a 

God of healing, a God willing to forgive. We 

are called to do the same. We are called to 

reconcile with our family member, our friend, 

our neighbor, just as God reconciles with us 

when we turn away. May the nourishment we 

receive at the Lord’s table strengthen us as 

we face the challenge of forgiving others. 
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479. Meet the 

second Tuesday of each month.  Meal at 7pm 

followed by meeting at St. Mary’s Parish Hall in 

Shenandoah. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thursday at 
5:30pm via Zoom. 

St. Mary’s Church Support 
 

          Tithes - $3428.00 

          Plate - $217.00 

          Hamburg Stipend—$1059.33 

          Derecho Disaster Relief  - $87.00 

          On-line giving (August) - $450.00 

 
           

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the 

Lockbox in the Church. Thank You!! 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sirach 27:30--28:7; Psalm 103; Romans 14:7-9 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Theme: forgiveness – Remembering in  

a New Way 

 
Many find it hard to forgive and forget 

 

There are plenty of people who feel a lot of hurt and 

pain as they remember incidents in their past. They 

feel they cannot forgive, much less forget, these  

incidents and especially the persons involved, whom 

they blame for their suffering. A wife cannot forget the 

occasion when her husband slapped her. A man  

cannot blot out from his memory the time when his  

in-laws humiliated him in public. A girl is quite sore and 

angry because the boy she was friendly with for years 

finally ditched her to marry someone else. A student is 

still bitter towards the teacher whom he/she holds 

 responsible for his failure and consequent loss of a 

year at school. 

 

In these and other situation of the kind, many find it 

hard to forgive and forget. They feel a desire to retali-

ate and inflict as much harm as they themselves had 

received, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 

  

The impulse to strike back 

 
Hurt is not easily forgiven. Our impulse very often is to 

strike back, if not directly, then in more subtle ways, 

denying forgiveness, or giving the silent treatment. If 

we are to imitate divine mercy, then the challenge is 

to look beyond ourselves and our hurt to a God who 

never ceases to say, "I love you and, therefore, I  

forgive you." 

 

The first reading from Ben Sira argues that forgiveness 

of neighbor brings God's forgiveness of our own sins. 

Two more motives for mercy are the thought of death 

and God's covenant. 

 

Is there limit to forgiveness? 

 
In the gospel passage of Matthew, Peter, asks the 

Lord how often he must forgive someone when  

wronged. The issue is whether there are limits to  

forgiveness. Peter's suggestion of the number of times 

the Christian should forgive appears generous, but it is 

short of Jesus' view for the kingdom. For Jesus,  

forgiveness is more than generous, it is boundless. 

 

The lesson that we are called upon to take from this 

gospel is to be really generous and large-hearted in 

forgiving others the wrong they have done to us.  

 

One secretes of forgiveness that I learned was not to 

try to forget the incidents of the past. In fact, the more 

efforts we put into forgetting the past, the more they 

get embedded in our memories. It is far more effective 

to remember the past, but to remember it in a new 

way. We can remember the past in a new way along 

various line. We may, for instance, accept our own 

share of the blame in an episode. 

 

The first reading reminds us that the wrongdoer is our 

brother or sister and thus vindictiveness is unaccepta-

ble. Jesus teaches limitless mercy as the norm rather 

than the exception. We should forgive, not like the first 

official in his parable, but like the king. Shalom! 
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This & That 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Sept 12  The Most Holy Name of Mary 

Confessions 

Mass for Matt McIntyre+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Sept 13  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Grandparents’ Day 

Mass for Ned Dermody+ 

Mass for Shirley Farrell+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Sept 14  The Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross 

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

No Mass 

Sept 15  Our Lady of Sorrows 

Wednesday 

 

No Mass 

Sept 16  Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and  

Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  

 

Thursday 

 

No Mass 

Sept 17  St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop 

and Doctor of the Church 

 

Friday 

No Mass 

Sept 18 

 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Sept 19  St. Januarius, Bishop and  

Martyr  

Confessions 

Mass for Mike Dinville+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Sept 20   25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Catechetical Sunday 

No Mass 

Mass for Wally Teten+ 

Lectors — September 19th & 20th 
 

4:30pm—Blaine Maher 

10:30am—Richard Haigwood 

Weekend off: I will not be available for the week-

ends of September 12/13 & 19/20. In view of this 

there will be NO 6:30am mass on September 20th in 

Shenandoah. Effort is being made to get someone 

to operate zoom in Church and body microphone 

etc. Kindly let me know if you can be of help. 

Thanks. Fr. Raphael 
 

Visiting Priest: Fathers Thomas Schultes and Jonathan 

Haschke from St. Mary’s Church, Nebraska City have 

graciously accepted to officiate Mass on September 

12/13 & 19/20 for both Churches. Kindly make them 

feel at home and assist when needed. 
 

RCIA – Adult Faith Formation 
Do you desire to know more about the Catholic Faith 

and deepen your prayer life through praying with 

scriptures (Lectio Divina)? If you desire to join the 

Church, kindly register with the secretary. Teaching 

starts in October 2020  
 

Journey songs, Third Edition 
We have successfully taken delivery of the “Journey 

songs, Third Edition.”  This is a hard copy with 3-year 

cycle Readings.  Each journey songs book cost ap-

proximately $20 without shipping cost. 
 

If you have not purchase one yet in memory of a love 

member of your family or in honor of someone. Please 

do so. Your name and that of the person will be em-

bossed in the hymn book.  
 

Kindly send check of $20 or more to St. Mary’s church 

with memo “Journey song.” 
 

Please add your name and the person whose 

memory/honor you are buying the hymnal. Thanks for 

your consideration!   
 

Youth Ministry: I wish to express my sincerest thanks 

and appreciation to Brad and Kandra Johnson for their 

dedication and commitment towards youth ministry. 

St. Mary’s church is grateful for your selfless years of 

service. 
 

Volunteer needed for youth ministry. St. Mary’s 

Church needs someone with passion and mentoring 

skills for youth ministry. Kindly call the church office if 

you would like to share your talent, time, and treasure 

in guiding our future leaders.  Youth Ministry will kick off 

in October with exciting topics on Prayer techniques, 

leadership skills and time management, self-awareness 

and personality types, knowledge of God, Saints, 

Church, and others. As part of the program, there will 

be familiarity visits to some prayer and social centers.  

(Our motto is: Catholic Youth! Power in Action! Action 

for Christ.) Watch out for the date! 
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Holy Humor  BAPTISM:   Please call the Church office to schedule 

the Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 
 

1ST COMMUNION AND RECONCILIATION SACRAMENTS:   

Eligibility to receive these Sacraments includes being 

Baptized, in 2nd grade or above, enrolled in the  

Religious Education Program, and meet Sunday class 

attendance requirements including extra Sacrament 

Lessons.  Please contact Lynda Marshall for more  

information. 

  

CONFIRMATION:  This Sacrament is offered every other 

year to 10th and 11th graders who have received their 

1st Communion and Reconciliation Sacraments, meet 

the criteria of two years attendance in the Religious 

Education Program-Youth Ministry’s Sunday classes and 

attend extra Sacrament Lessons.  Please contact  

Kandra Johnson for more information. 
 

MARRIAGE:   Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to 

the wedding to begin the preparation process. 
 

RCIA:   Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who 

are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning 

about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr.  

Raphael.  
 

CARE OF THE SICK:  Please contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 

you would like a visit while in the hospital or Commun-

ion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the 

homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION:   If you would like to register in 

the parish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or 

stop by the  Church Office. Forms are also available at 

the back of Church. Completed forms can be 

dropped in the collection basket. 
 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER:   A constant effort of the 

parish office is updating our current registered parish-

ioners email addresses, home addresses and home 

and cell phone numbers. Please address these chang-

es to the church office. If you are new to the parish, 

please call the office to register or pick up form in back 

of Church. If you are moving to a new location, or if 

parishioners know of someone who has moved, please 

call the parish office. 
 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like 

Masses offered for anyone, please contact the Church 

Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Masses are 

$5.00 per Mass. 
 

PARISH HALL RENTING:   Please contact the Church  

Office.  All communication with usage must be 

communicated with the Church Office. Parishioners 

using the Parish Hall for meetings or any other purposes 

should contact the Church Office. 

Annual Diocesan Appeal   

update as of September 4, 2020 
 

62 donors from 185 registered families have pledged 

 

ADA 2020 Goal :            $27,887.00 

Pledges:                          $3,975.00 

Pledge Payments:          $3,312.50 

Pledge Balance:             $662.50 

Gifts:                                $20,812.28 

Current Amount due/ 

(Refund Due):                 $3,762.22 

 

If you have not pledged yet, please take time and do 

so.  Donation forms can be picked up in Church Office 

or put in the Lockbox in the Church.   Thank You. 

Special Collection for Seminarians. Formation of 

a priestly vocation is a commitment of deep prayer 

and financial support on the part of the entire faith 

community and each seminarian. Gifts to this col-

lection are used to cover tuition, room and board, 

and provide a small monthly stipend for pre-

theologians and theologians. Every gift, regardless 

of the size, is vital and we thank you for your gener-

osity. Donations can be placed for the Seminarian 

Collection in the basket in back of Church. Gifts 

may also be made online at dmdiocese.org/giving 

or returned directly to the diocese.  

A man is walking along when suddenly he got his foot 

caught stuck in some railroad tracks. He tried to get it 

out, but it was really stuck in there well. He heard a 

noise and turned around to see a train coming. He 

panicked and started to pray, "God, please get my 

foot out of these tracks and I'll stop drinking!" 

 

Nothing happened, it was still stuck, and the train was 

getting closer! He prayed again, "God, please get my 

foot out and I'll stop drinking AND swearing!" 

 

Still nothing... and the train was just seconds away! He 

tried it one last time, "God please, if you get my foot 

out of the tracks, I'll quit drinking, swearing, and  

smoking" 

 

Suddenly his foot shot out of the tracks and he was 

able to dive out of the way, just as the train passed! He 

got up, dusted himself off, looked toward Heaven and 

said... "Thanks anyway God, I got it myself." 



St. Mary’s Church   |   5 

Birthday’s 
9-12 Tommy Hanna 

9-15 Raymond DeSa 

9-17 Jackie Harms 

9-17 Adrianne Moore 

 

Anniversaries 
9-16 Quentin & Shelby Sperfslage 

9-19 Fred & Diane Strunk 

St. Mary’s of Shenandoah Parishioners who would 

like to have their Birthdays & Anniversaries in the 

Church Bulletin, please email them to: 

saintmaryoffice.shen@gmail.com.  Thank You 

 

 
SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION  

 
May a Catholic couple who has been married “outside 

the Church” have their marriage “convalidated”? 

 

It sometimes happens that a Catholic enters marriage 

without following canonical form (i.e., in the presence 

of a properly delegated priest or deacon) or with an 

impediment present. The couple may wish to regular-

ize their situation with the intervention of the church’s 

minister. A convalidation (sometimes incorrectly  

referred to as a “blessing”) of the marriage may take 

place. This happens by the couple renewing their  

consent according to proper canonical form. In the 

case of an impediment, the impediment must be  

dispensed or be no longer present before the consent 

may be renewed. Another manner of convalidation is 

sometimes employed, called sanation.  This is done by 

the action of the Bishop or holy see (or the one proper-

ly delegated by either), making consent by either of 

the parties. Such a procedure can only be used when 

it appears certain that the original consent of the  

couple continues.  
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