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Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20  

[Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43   

Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/ 

Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 

1 4c-15 [24b]/Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/ 

Lk 11:5-13 

Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/ 

Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/ 

Lk 11:27-28 

Next Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 

Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

Welcome to St. Mary’s on this Twenty-seventh 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. Today’s readings 

speak of harvesting grapes in a vineyard. 

God calls us to work in the vineyard, each  

doing our part to ensure a good harvest. We 

gather together each week in the Lord’s 

name and receive Christ in the word and the 

Eucharist. In today’s Gospel, Jesus promises 

the kingdom of God to those who 

 produce its fruit. We pray that we may be  

nourished in word and sacrament so that we 

may go forth to produce fruit for the kingdom.  
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Lectors—October 10th & 11th 
 

4:30pm—GiGi DeSa 

10:30am—Joan Bloom 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80; Philippians 4:6-9 

 Matthew 21:33-43 

Theme: ‘BEWARE’ 

 
Today's readings consider the moral implications of 

being God's people. The vineyard is a traditional  

symbol of God's people. The people are the vineyard, 

the chosen house of Israel. They are special objects of 

God's attention, yet this noble call has fallen on deaf 

ears. The royal people have condemned themselves. 

 

A story is being narrated about the visit of Jesus to a 

church. The church was packed with the people and 

the people were eager to listen to Jesus’ sermon. Jesus 

ascended the pulpit and he just smiled and said, 

“Hello!” Everybody offered him hospitality, but he 

refused. He preferred to spend the night in the church. 

 

The next morning, he slipped away before the church 

doors were opened. When the people entered the 

church, they were horrified to see the doors, windows, 

the walls, and the altar vandalized. Everywhere, it was 

scribbled ‘Beware.’ No part of the church was spared: 

the walls, the altar, the doors, and the windows, even 

the Bible was not spared. 

 

The first instinct of the people was to wipe out every 

trace of the defilement. But only the thought that  

Jesus himself had written those words stopped them 

doing such a thing.  

 

Slowly, over the days, the mysterious word – ‘BEWARE’, 

began to sink into the minds of the people. They 

began to ‘beware’ of the Scriptures, and they began 

to profit from it without falling into bigotry etc.  

 

Later, they inscribed this shocking word ‘BEWARE’ at 

the entrance of the church and anyone who drives 

past the church even at night, can see it blazing 

above the church in multicolored neon lights.  
 

In today’s Gospel from Matthew, Jesus narrates the 

parable of the vineyard in order to highlight the motif 

of judgment against the Israelites, and the idea of 

transference of the blessing from the Israelite to other 

people who would bear fruits. The tenant farmers kill  

the son outside the vineyard, an obvious reference to 

the crucifixion. Verse 43 says the kingdom will be given 

to others, namely, the Gentiles. Jews and Gentiles  

together will live out their high calling, both will  

produce grapes at harvest time (vs. 41). 
 

The Blessings of Israel    
 

The Israelites were the chosen race. On mount Sinai, 

under the leadership of Moses, they made their agree-

ment to obey the Lord and all His commandments 

and sealed it with the blood of the oxen                    

(Cf. Ex. 24:1-8). They became God’s people, and the 

Almighty God became their God. God showered on 

them blessings after blessings; they were protected 

from their enemies in marvelous ways. The Israelites 

started as a group of slaves, but with God’s help, they 

developed into a powerful and dignified nation,  

especially, under Kings David and Solomon. 
 

The abuse of the Blessings  
 

Under the leadership of Moses, the people promised 

that they would obey God and His commandments, 

but tragically the history of the Israelites is marked with 

a constant and continual betrayal of that promise. 

 

Time and time again, the people of Israel abused 

God’s blessings, and when the prophets and God’s 

messengers tried to correct them, they only reacted 

with the persecution of the prophets. Their rebellious 

attitude climaxed in the persecution and murder of 

Jesus the Son of God. 

 

The Transference of the Blessings 

 
Abuse of blessings always leads to its forfeiture. The 

people of Israel demonstrated time and time again 

their total callousness to the call of God. By their  

stubborn refusal and violence, they lost their blessings 

of God as the chosen race. Now God’s saving  

message would be directed to others like the Gentiles, 

who would accept Jesus as their Messiah. 

 

Complacency is a great destroyer of blessings. We 

need to ‘BEWARE’ of God’s blessings, if we wish to 

reap their continued benefits. Misuse would lead to its 

loss, as it led Israel’s forfeiture of the privilege of being 

God’s chosen race. May we ‘BEWARE’ of Jesus’  

blessings and ‘work out our salvation,’ as St. Paul said, 

‘with fear and trembling (Phi:2:12).’ Shalom! 
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This & That 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm - 

Also Zoom 

Oct 3 

Confessions 

Mass for John J & Gail Engelmeyer+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Oct 4  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Respect Life Sunday  

Mass for Robert Madsen+ 

Mass for Paul Aust+ 

Monday 

 

No Mass 

Oct 5 Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, 

Priest 

 

Tuesday 

 

12:10pm 

Oct 6 St. Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie 

Rose Durocher, Virgin 

Mass for Mass for Fr Broheimer,  

Spirtual Director of Oma Curia 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Oct 7 Our Lady of the Rosary  

Mass for Norma Ventimiglia+ 

Thursday 

12:10pm 

Oct 8 

Mass for Berky Martin Family 

Friday 

 

 

12:10pm 

Oct 9  St. Denis, Bishop, and  

Companions, Martyrs; St. John 

Leonardi, Priest 

Mass for Joe & Lucy Laughlin+ 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Oct 10 

Confessions 

Mass for Matt McIntyre+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Oct 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Mike Lonowski+ 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

Rosary Month 
October is another Rosary month, where we honor 

and seek the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

As we go to the poll, it is fitting to pray for a peaceful 

election. Join us in Church 20 minutes before week-

end masses to pray the Rosary and every Tuesday & 

Thursday @ via zoom @ 8pm. 

 

Journey songs, Third Edition 
We have successfully taken delivery of the “Journey 

songs, Third Edition.”  This is a hard copy with 3-year 

cycle Readings.  Each journey songs book cost  

approximately $20 without shipping cost. 
 

If you have not purchased one yet in memory of a 

loved member of your family or in honor of  

someone, please do so. Your name and that of the 

person will be embossed in the hymn book.  
 

Kindly send check of $20 or more to St. Mary’s church 

with memo “Journey song.” 
 

Please add your name and the person in whose 

memory/honor you are buying the hymnal. Thanks 

for your consideration!   

 

 

RCIA – Adult Faith Formation 
Do you desire to know more about the Catholic Faith 

and deepen your prayer life through praying with 

scriptures (Lectio Divina)? If you desire to join the 

Church, kindly register with the secretary. Teaching 

starts Friday, October 9, 2020 @ 7pm in the Parish Hall. 
 

Lectors 
St. Mary’s church  currently has 3 lectors for Saturday 

4:30pm and Sunday 6:30am masses. It is difficult 

scheduling when these lectors have other commit-

ments. In view of this, I would like to appeal to you to  

discern how you can use your gift to proclaim the 

word  of God as a Lector. This will be a great service to 

our church community. There will be a training session  

before proclaiming. Kindly give your name to the  

secretary if you are interested. 

Livestreaming Mass  
In the wake of the Corona Virus Pandemic, many 

events and activities in the country became virtual. St. 

Mary's Church was not left out in going virtual via zoom. 

To enhance our virtual mass, a digital camera will be 

installed in the church. However, we may need some 

people to volunteer in facilitating this noble task. If you 

are interested, kindly give your name and number to 

the church secretary. Midwest Sound & Lightening will 

be scheduling a four hour training session as soon as 

the equipment is ready.    

Volunteer needed for youth ministry 
St. Mary’s Church needs someone with passion and 

mentoring skills for youth ministry. kindly call the church 

office if you would like to share your talent, time, and  

treasure in guiding our future leaders.  Youth Ministry 

will kick off in October with exciting topics on Prayer 

techniques, leadership skills and time management, 

self-awareness and personality types, knowledge of 

God, Saints, Church, and others. As part of the  

program, there will be familiarity visits to some prayer 

and social centers.  (Our motto is: Catholic Youth!  

Power in Action! Action for Christ.) Watch out for the 

date! 
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Who in the Church Should Participate in Political Life? 

Laymen should also know that it is generally the function of their well-formed Christian conscience to see that the 

divine law is inscribed in the life of the earthly city; from priests they may look for spiritual light and nourishment. . . . 

Since they have an active role to play in the whole life of the Church, laymen are not only bound to penetrate 

the world with a Christian spirit, but are also called to be witnesses to Christ in all things in the midst of human  

society. 

 

Bishops, to whom is assigned the task of ruling the Church of God, should, together with their priests, so preach the 

news of Christ that all the earthly activities of the faithful will be bathed in the light of the Gospel. All pastors should 

remember too that by their daily conduct and concern they are revealing the face of the Church to the world, 

and men will judge the power and truth of the Christian message thereby. 
 

 

(Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et Spes, no. 43) 
 

13. In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obliga-

tion. "People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by acting as committed and responsible 

citizens" (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 220). The obligation to participate in political life is rooted in our baptismal  

commitment to follow Jesus Christ and to bear Christian witness in all we do. As the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church reminds us, "It is necessary that all participate, each according to his position and role, in promoting the 

common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the human person. . . . As far as possible citizens should 

take an active part in public life" (nos. 1913-1915). 
 

14. Unfortunately, politics in our country often can be a contest of powerful interests, partisan attacks, sound bites, 

and media hype. The Church calls for a different kind of political engagement: one shaped by the moral  

convictions of well-formed consciences and focused on the dignity of every human being, the pursuit of the  

common good, and the protection of the weak and the vulnerable. As Pope Francis reminds us, "Politics, though 

often denigrated, remains a lofty vocation and one of the highest forms of charity, inasmuch as it seeks the  

common good. . . . I beg the Lord to grant us more politicians who are genuinely disturbed by the state of society, 

the people, the lives of the poor!" (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 205). The Catholic call to faithful citizenship affirms the 

importance of political participation and insists that public service is a worthy vocation. As citizens, we should be 

guided more by our moral convictions than by our attachment to a political party or interest group. When  

necessary, our participation should help transform the party to which we belong; we should not let the party  

transform us in such a way that we neglect or deny fundamental moral truths or approve intrinsically evil acts. We 

are called to bring together our principles and our political choices, our values and our votes, to help build a  

civilization of truth and love. 
 

15. Clergy and lay people have complementary roles in public life. We bishops have the primary responsibility to 

hand on the Church's moral and social teaching. Together with priests and deacons, assisted by religious and lay 

leaders of the Church, we are to teach fundamental moral principles that help Catholics form their consciences 

correctly, to provide guidance on the moral dimensions of public decisions, and to encourage the faithful to carry 

out their responsibilities in political life. In fulfilling these responsibilities, the Church's leaders avoid endorsing or 

 opposing candidates. As Pope Benedict XVI stated in Deus Caritas Est, The Church wishes to help form  

consciences in political life and to stimulate greater insight into the authentic requirements of justice as well 

as greater readiness to act accordingly, even when this might involve conflict with situations of personal I  

nterest. . . . The Church cannot and must not take upon herself the political battle to bring about the most 

just society possible. She cannot and must not replace the State. Yet at the same time she cannot and must 

not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice. (no. 28) 
 

16. As the Holy Father also taught in Deus Caritas Est, "The direct duty to work for a just ordering of society is proper 

to the lay faithful" (no. 29). This duty is more critical than ever in today's political environment, where Catholics 

may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing that no party and too few candidates fully share the Church's  

comprehensive commitment to the life and dignity of every human being from conception to natural death. Yet 

this is not a time for retreat or discouragement; rather, it is a time for renewed engagement. Forming their  

consciences in accord with Catholic teaching, Catholic lay women and men can become actively involved:  

running for office; working within political parties; communicating their concerns and positions to elected officials; 

and joining diocesan social mission or advocacy networks, state Catholic conference initiatives, community  

organizations, and other efforts to apply authentic moral teaching in the public square. Even those who cannot 

vote have the right to have their voices heard on issues that affect their lives and the common good. (cf. USCCB) 
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Birthday’s 

10-3 Justin Trowbridge 

10-3 Terri Simpson 

10-7 Mary Lightfoot 

10-7 Regina Loehr 

10-10 Jason Stanbrough 

 

Anniversary 
10-8 Richard  & Karen Haigwood 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s of Shenandoah Parishioners who would 

like to have their Birthdays & Anniversaries in the 

Church Bulletin, please email them to: 

saintmaryoffice.shen@gmail.com.  Thank You 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479. Meet the 

second Tuesday of each month.  Meal at 7pm  

followed by meeting at St. Mary’s Parish Hall in  

Shenandoah. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thursday at 5:30pm 

via Zoom. 

 

 
 

 

 

Mary Laughlin 

 Mary Lightfoot 

Patricia Steffes  

Evelyn Pontious 

Carla Offenburger 

Helen Lewis 

Mary Berning 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be on 

the prayer list, please call the church office so 

that we can put it in the bulletin.  

Annual Diocesan Appeal   

update as of September 25, 2020 

 
62 donors from 185 registered families have 

pledged 

 

ADA 2020 Goal :            $27,887.00 

Pledges:                          $3,975.00 

Pledge Payments:          $3,497.50 

Pledge Balance:             $477.50 

Gifts:                                $21,087.28 

Current Amount due/ 

(Refund Due):                 $3,302.22 

 
If you have not pledged yet, please take time 

and do so.  Donation forms can be picked up in 

Church Office or put in the Lockbox in the 

Church.   Thank You. 

St. Mary’s Church Support 
 

          Tithes - $1195.00 

          Plate - $135.00 
           

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the 

Lockbox in the Church. Thank You!! 



Jeff & Amy Miller 
712-246-5555 

1107 W. Ferguson Rd. • Shenandoah, IA

MATHER & SONS INC
EXCAVATING TILING & BULLDOZING

Phil & Monica Mather
OWNERS &  

PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

 Teresa Isenhower-Moyer PT/CPT
Physical & Occupational Therapy

500 N Broad St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 
Ph: 712.246.2268

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner 
To Go Orders   712-246-1325 

Hwy 59 South Shenandoah

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah • 712.246.1311 
Red Oak • 712.623.6960 

Essex • 712.379.3111
www.bankiowa.bank  Member FDIC

Quality Used Cars & Trucks 
Sales & Service

1212 W. Sheridan 
Shenandoah 

(712) 246-4268

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Shenandoah, IA A 4C 02-0979

Southwest Iowa 
Dental Associates

ª Accepting New Patients ª 
ª Dentistry For All Ages ª 

ª We Accept Almost All Insurances ª
CARLA KUCIREK | (712) 246-2180 

DR AMANDA SCHNEIDER 
1213 W Nishna Rd.  | Shenandoah 

Shenandoah’s Only Onsite Crematory
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
www.swimemorial.com

405 W. Thomas Ave. • 712-246-2526

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

MAIN STREET 
STORAGE

Dave &Donna Jauron

712-379-3781
600-602 Iowa Ave, Essex

GOWING PLUMBING GOWING PLUMBING 
Chris Lorimor - Owner Chris Lorimor - Owner 

(712) 246-1803 (712) 246-1803 
After Hours: (712) 310-9248 After Hours: (712) 310-9248 

1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 
PO Box 264 PO Box 264 •• Shenandoah, IA Shenandoah, IA

116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah

(712) 246-1840(712) 246-1840

Life Insurance, Retirement Funds,

Long Term Care Insurance,

& Disability Income Insurance

Jeromy Brockelsby   402-651-7613

“Where Caring Makes a Difference”
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 

Hospice Care | Respite Care | Secured Building 
Spacious, Private & Semi-Private Suites 

712-246-4515 | 1200 Nishna Rd. | Shenandoah, IA

Pit Cleaning 
Septic Pumping 

Emergency Service Available 
Licensed Master Pumper

John Mullins
402-297-8530   712-374-3313 
Your Satisfaction Is Our Success!

712-246-1495

1007 S. Fremont St
712-246-5160

Elizabeth Davison
711 1/2 W. Sheridan | Shenandoah

(712) 246-3406
ElizabethDavison.com

Elizabeth Davison
711 1/2 W. Sheridan | Shenandoah

(712) 246-3406
ElizabethDavison.com

PLUMBING • HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING

GEOTHERMAL

(712) 243-1535(712) 243-1535
www.camblingeothermal.net


