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Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 

Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 

5a and 6-7 [cf. 2]/Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48 [41a]/

Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and  

6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2a]/

Lk 11:47-54 

Friday: Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13 [12]/ 

Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7 [7]/ 

Lk 12:8-12 

Next Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 

[7b]/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21 

Welcome to St. Mary’s on this Twenty-

eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We 

are invited to a feast today. We gather 

around the table of the Lord,  

summoned by the Holy Spirit to share 

in this Eucharistic meal with family, 

friends, and neighbors, fellow pilgrims 

on the journey. May this feast nourish 

and sustain us as we go forth in joy to 

continue building the kingdom in our 

little corner of the world and beyond. 
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

St. Mary’s Church Support 
 

          Tithes - $2120.00 

          Plate - $300.85 

          On-Line Giving (September) - $425.00 

          Hamburg Stipend—$1059.33 
 

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the 

Lockbox in the Church. Thank You!! 

Lectors—October 17th & 18th 
 

4:30pm—Laurie Johnson 

10:30am—GiGi DeSa 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 

Matthew 22:1-14 

Theme: A Preferential Option for the 

 poor and marginalized 

 
When Pain causes us to erect barriers 
 

At those moments when we most need others; we are 

often tempted to shut ourselves away in isolation. Pain 

causes us to erect barriers. We imagine distance to be 

safety. We may even portray God like this -- as aloof 

and apathetic as we are. The Scriptures we review 

here speak of a God who refuses to be left alone. This 

God nourishes and seats people at the table so that 

union becomes communion. Banquets and parties 

express this God's love. 
 

God's involvement with us 
 

In our gospel for today, Jesus portrays God as a king 

who gives a wedding banquet for his son. Matthew 

develops the parable to create a view of God's  

involvement with people. The servants who urged the 

invited to come to the celebration are the prophets, 

the second group are Christian missionaries to the 

Jews. The Gentiles, brought in from outside the city, 

are worthy of the kingdom. The God of the Jews is the 

God of the Gentiles as well. The wedding feast  

symbolizes God's union and communion with all. 
 

Many people, on hearing the parable of the marriage 

feast for the king’s son, are likely to remember their 

own wedding and the reception that followed. A few 

of you may recall some of the mishaps that occurred. 

Someone spilled coffee on the bride’s wedding gown. 

The wedding car or other vehicle got delayed  

because of an accident. And there was a shortage of 

food for the guests so that a few people went home 

hungry.  
 

None of these things, however, are as dramatic and 

charged with emotion as the wedding feast of the 

king’s son. We feel sad for the king because the guests 

don’t turn up. Everything is ready and there is a sense 

of urgency. The idea that things are ready and  

prepared occurs three times in the parable. We are 

horrified to hear that the servants he sent to call the  

guests are brutally murdered. What amazes us is the 

fact that he sends his messengers to the crossroads to 

invite everyone they can find. 
 

I can imagine a crowd trooping into the wedding. 

There are good people and bad, the sick as well as 

the healthy. But what puzzles us perhaps is the  

extremely harsh treatment meted out to the man 

without the wedding garment. 
 

God invites all 
 

The parable with all its drama and literary exaggera-

tion, is really a story of the kingdom of heaven. God’s 

invitation was first made to the chosen people. This 

was a free act of kindness. But the scribes, Pharisees 

and other leaders of Jesus’ day rejected this call. 

God’s invitation was then made to everybody without 

discrimination. 

 

The point that seems central to the story is that the 

kingdom of heaven, compared to a wedding feast, is 

open to all and not restricted to a select few, the elite. 

This has important implications for us Christians. The 

natural tendency for many is to fraternize and 

associate only with the rich and powerful, the  

educated and cultured people in society. It is more 

difficult to associate with the poor and weak, the  

outcastes and other marginalized people.  
 

There is a distinction between the initial call and the 

final election on judgement day. There is no automatic 

entry into heaven. We need to wear the garment of a 

converted life, full of righteousness. Sinners are invited 

but they are expected to repent.  
 

Today's readings suggest we are called to invite those 

who are in tears, those who are afflicted, those outside 

the walls. But since it is so easy to bypass the disadvan-

taged, our choice should be option for the poor and 

marginalized. For that is the way that God acts, and 

we are called to be like God. Shalom!  
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This & That 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm - 

Also Zoom 

Oct 10 

Confessions 

Mass for Matt McIntyre+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Oct 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass for Mike Lonowski+ 

Mass for Betty Aquino+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Oct 12  Columbus Day 

Fr Raphael Day off 

Tuesday 

12:10pm 

Oct 13   

Mass for Mike Dinville+ 

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Oct 14  St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr 

Mass for Vocations to Priesthood  

& Religious Life 

Thursday 

 

12:10pm 

Oct 15  St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and 

Doctor of the Church 

Mass for Homebound of Parish 

Friday 

 

12:10pm 

Oct 16  St. Hedwig, Religious;  

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin 

Mass for Margaret Laughlin+ 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm -  

Also Zoom 

Oct 17  St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop 

and Martyr 

Confessions 

Mass for Thomas J & Ruby Maher+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Oct 18  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

World Mission Sunday  

Mass for Pearl Beier+ 

Mass for Wally Teten+ 

Rosary Month 
Join us in Church 20 minutes before the 4:30pm Satur-

day Mass and 10:30am Sunday Mass and every 

Tuesday & Thursday @ via zoom @ 8pm. 
 

Journey songs, Third Edition 
We have successfully taken delivery of the “Journey 

songs, Third Edition.”  This is a hard copy with 3-year 

cycle Readings.  Each journey songs book cost  

approximately $20 without shipping cost. 
 

If you have not purchased one yet in memory of a 

loved member of your family or in honor of  

someone, please do so. Your name and that of the 

person will be embossed in the hymn book.  
 

Kindly send check of $20 or more to St. Mary’s church 

with memo “Journey song.” 
 

Please add your name and the person in whose 

memory/honor you are buying the hymnal. Thanks 

for your consideration!   

 

Volunteer needed for youth ministry 
St. Mary’s Church needs someone with passion and 

mentoring skills for youth ministry. kindly call the 

church office if you would like to share your talent,  

RCIA – Adult Faith Formation 
Do you desire to know more about the Catholic Faith 

and deepen your prayer life through praying with 

scriptures (Lectio Divina)? Teaching has started. How-

ever, if you desire to join the Church, kindly register 

with the secretary. 
 

Lectors 
St. Mary’s church  currently has 3 lectors for Saturday 

4:30pm and Sunday 6:30am masses. It is difficult 

scheduling when these lectors have other commit-

ments. In view of this, I would like to appeal to you to  

discern how you can use your gift to proclaim the 

word  of God as a Lector. This will be a great service to 

our church community. There will be a training session  

before proclaiming. Kindly give your name to the  

secretary if you are interested. 

Livestreaming Mass  
In the wake of the Corona Virus Pandemic, many 

events and activities in the country became virtual. St. 

Mary's Church was not left out in going virtual via zoom. 

To enhance our virtual mass, a digital camera will be 

installed in the church. However, we may need some 

people to volunteer in facilitating this noble task. If you 

are interested, kindly give your name and number to 

the church secretary. Midwest Sound & Lightening will 

be scheduling a four hour training session as soon as 

the equipment is ready.    

time, and treasure in guiding our future leaders.  Youth 

Ministry will kick off in October with exciting topics on 

Prayer techniques, leadership skills and time manage-

ment, self-awareness and personality types, 

knowledge of God, Saints, Church, and others. As part 

of the program, there will be familiarity visits to some 

prayer and social centers.  (Our motto is: Catholic 

Youth! Power in Action! Action for Christ.) Watch out 

for the date! 

Box of Joy—St. Mary’s is participating in the Box of 

Joy again this year. By packing Boxes of Joy with toys, 

school supplies, clothes and other gifts, our parishion-

ers will bless many children. Boxes will be handed out 

this week after Masses  and next week. If you have 

any questions, contact Nancy Larson at 712-326-4330. 
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How Does the Church Help the Catholic Faithful to Speak About Political and Social Questions? 

 As the bishops of the United States of America have rightly pointed out, while the Church insists on the existence 

of objective moral norms which are valid for everyone, "there are those in our culture who portray this teaching as 

unjust, that is, as opposed to basic human rights. Such claims usually follow from a form of moral relativism that is 

joined, not without inconsistency, to a belief in the absolute rights of individuals. In this view, the Church is 

 perceived as promoting a particular prejudice and as interfering with individual freedom" (USCCB, Ministry to  

Persons with a Homosexual Inclination (2006), 17). We are living in an information-driven society which bombards 

us indiscriminately with data-all treated as being of equal importance-and which leads to remarkable superficiali-

ty in the area of moral discernment. In response, we need to provide an education which teaches critical thinking 

and encourages the development of mature moral values. 

(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, no. 64) 

 

A Well-Formed Conscience 

 

17. The Church equips its members to address political and social questions by helping them to develop a well-

formed conscience. Catholics have a serious and lifelong obligation to form their consciences in accord with  

human reason and the teaching of the Church. Conscience is not something that allows us to justify doing what-

ever we want, nor is it a mere "feeling" about what we should or should not do. Rather, conscience is the voice of 

God resounding in the human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to do what is good while shunning 

what is evil. Conscience always requires serious attempts to make sound moral judgments based on the truths of 

our faith. As stated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, "Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the 

human person recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act that he is going to perform, is in the process of  

performing, or has already completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows 

to be just and right" (no. 1778). 

 

18. The formation of conscience includes several elements. First, there is a desire to embrace goodness and truth. 

For Catholics, this begins with a willingness and openness to seek the truth and what is right by studying Sacred 

Scripture and the teaching of the Church as contained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It is also 

 important to examine the facts and background information about various choices. Finally, prayerful reflection is 

essential to discern the will of God. Catholics must also understand that if they fail to form their consciences in the 

light of the truths of the faith and the moral teachings of the Church they can make erroneous judgments. 

 

The Virtue of Prudence 

 

19. The Church fosters well-formed consciences not only by teaching moral truth but also by encouraging its 

members to develop the virtue of prudence, which St. Ambrose described as "the charioteer of the virtues. 

" Prudence enables us "to discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose the right means of  

achieving it" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1806). Prudence shapes and informs our ability to deliberate 

over available alternatives, to determine what is most fitting to a specific context, and to act decisively. Exercising 

this virtue often requires the courage to act in defense of moral principles when making decisions about how to 

build a society of justice and peace. 

 

20. The Church's teaching is clear that a good end does not justify an immoral means. As we all seek to advance 

the common good-by defending the inviolable sanctity of human life from the moment of conception until 

 natural death, by promoting religious freedom, by defending marriage, by feeding the hungry and housing the 

homeless, by welcoming the immigrant and protecting the environment-it Is important to recognize that not all 

possible courses of action are morally acceptable. We have a responsibility to discern carefully which public 

 policies are morally sound. Catholics may choose different ways to respond to compelling social problems, but 

we cannot differ on our moral obligation to help build a more just and peaceful world through morally  

acceptable means, so that the weak and vulnerable are protected and human rights and dignity are defended 

(cf. USCCB). 
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Birthday 

10-10 Jason Stanbrough 

 

Anniversary 
10-17 John & Heather Mather 

St. Mary’s of Shenandoah Parishioners who would 

like to have their Birthdays & Anniversaries in the 

Church Bulletin, please email them to: 

saintmaryoffice.shen@gmail.com.  Thank You 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479. Meet the 

second Tuesday of each month.  Meal at 7pm  

followed by meeting at St. Mary’s Parish Hall in  

Shenandoah. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every Thursday at 5:30pm 

via Zoom. 

BAPTISM:   Please call the Church office to schedule 

the Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 
 

1ST COMMUNION AND RECONCILIATION SACRAMENTS:   

Eligibility to receive these Sacraments includes being 

Baptized, in 2nd grade or above, enrolled in the  

Religious Education Program, and meet Sunday class 

attendance requirements including extra Sacrament 

Lessons.  Please contact Lynda Marshall for more  

information. 

  

CONFIRMATION:  This Sacrament is offered every other 

year to 10th and 11th graders who have received their 

1st Communion and Reconciliation Sacraments, meet 

the criteria of two years attendance in the Religious 

Education Program-Youth Ministry’s Sunday classes and 

attend extra Sacrament Lessons.  Please contact 

Lynda Marshall for more information. 
 

MARRIAGE:   Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to 

the wedding to begin the preparation process. 
 

RCIA:   Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who 

are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning 

about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr.  

Raphael.  
 

CARE OF THE SICK:  Please contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 

you would like a visit while in the hospital or Commun-

ion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the 

homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION:   If you would like to register in 

the parish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or 

stop by the  Church Office. Forms are also available at 

the back of Church. Completed forms can be 

dropped in the collection basket. 
 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER:   A constant effort of the 

parish office is updating our current registered parish-

ioners email addresses, home addresses and home 

and cell phone numbers. Please address these chang-

es to the church office. If you are new to the parish, 

please call the office to register or pick up form in back 

of Church. If you are moving to a new location, or if 

parishioners know of someone who has moved, please 

call the parish office. 
 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would like 

Masses offered for anyone, please contact the Church 

Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Masses are 

$5.00 per Mass. 
 

PARISH HALL RENTING:   Please contact the Church  

Office.  All communication with usage must be 

communicated with the Church Office. Parishioners 

using the Parish Hall for meetings or any other purposes 

should contact the Church Office. 

Annual Diocesan Appeal   

update as of October 1, 2020 

 
63 donors from 185 registered families have 

pledged 

 

ADA 2020 Goal :            $27,887.00 

Pledges:                          $3,975.00 

Pledge Payments:          $3,497.50 

Pledge Balance:             $477.50 

Gifts:                                $21,087.28 

Current Amount due/ 

(Refund Due):                 $3,302.22 

 
If you have not pledged yet, please take time 

and do so.  Donation forms can be picked up in 

Church Office or put in the Lockbox in the 

Church.   Thank You. 
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