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Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 [7b]/ 

1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21  

Monday: Eph 2:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5 [3b]/ 

Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22/Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9]/

Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [cf. 3]/ 

Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday: Eph 3:14-21/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19 [5b]/ 

Lk 12:49-53 

Friday: Eph 4:1-6/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday: Eph 4:7-16/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [1]/ 

Lk 13:1-9 

Next Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/ 

1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Welcome to St. Mary’s on this Twenty-ninth  

Sunday in Ordinary Time. Undoubtedly we have 

spent much of the past week doing things  

others have asked us to do: work for our  

bosses, errands for our spouses, homework for 

our teachers, care for our children or parents. 

Hopefully we have spent part of the past week 

also doing the things God asks of us, though 

they may overlap quite a bit with the rest. Here 

and now, however, we dedicate this time  

to God. Let us reflect on all the gifts God 

 has given us and lift our hearts and voices  

in thanksgiving and praise.  
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

St. Mary’s Church Support 
 

          Tithes - $1246.00 

          Plate - $221.00 

          Mass Intentions  - $60.00 

          Memorials   -  $650.00 
 

Donations can be mailed or dropped off in the 

Lockbox in the Church. Thank You!! 

Lectors—October 24th & 25th 
 

4:30pm—Terry Engelmeyer 

6:30am—Steve Berning 

10:30am—Steve Schuster 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 45:1,4-6; Psalm 96; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

Matthew 22:15-21 

Theme: The Horns of a Dilemma 
 

All of us owe allegiance to different groups: families, 

local churches, counties, governments, and so forth. 

These various involvements force us to define priorities 

and then give appropriate attention to each. Loyalties 

must be held in reasonable tension. The reality of loyal-

ty is the focus of our passages this weekend. 
 

I believe you might have heard or read the story of St. 

Thomas More. His story resonates with today’s theme. 
 

Pleasing God and not human 
 

Thomas More was appointed Lord Chancellor to King 

Henry VIII of England in 1529. Thomas was a good 

friend of the king, loyal and trustworthy. It was mainly 

due to the writings of Thomas More that the king was 

given the title “Defender of the Faith” by the Pope. But 

things began to change when the king wanted to put 

aside his legitimately married wife, Catherine of  

Aragon, in favor of Ann. To give himself this permission, 

Henry VIII cut off allegiance to the Pope and made 

himself “the only supreme head of the Church in  

England.” All England was forced to go along with the 

king. Any opposition was treated as high treason.  
 

Thomas More, however, refused to agree with the king 

on this issue. He was imprisoned for 15 months. His wife, 

three daughters and son suffered with him the loss of 

their land and property. Finally, they too took the oath 

of loyalty to the king as head of the Church. But not 

Thomas More. He was condemned to be executed. 

And while he was led to the scaffold, with his usual 

sense of humor he expressed the hope that he and his 

judges would “hereafter in heaven all meet merrily 

 together.” A last tearful and affectionate farewell to 

his favorite daughter, Margaret, and then he went to 

his death. His words still ring in our ears, “I am the king’s 

good servant but God’s first.” 
 

The dilemma of making choices  
 

The dilemma that Thomas More faced was that of 

making a choice between church and state, religion 

and politics. The pharisees wanted to trap Jesus with a  

similar dilemma. They were therefore no sincere  

seekers of the truth when they asked Him whether to 

pay taxes to Caesar or not. Their hidden agenda was 

to get Him into trouble with the Roman authorities.  

Jesus said, “Give back to Caesar (Roman Emperor) 

what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 

God.” One way of interpreting the text is to say that 

we belong to two worlds, the secular world and God’s 

world. This implies that we hold dual citizenship and 

are called to be loyal to both. The truth, however, is 

that there is only one world, and it is God’s world. In 

other words, in all that we do in our practical  

day-to-day living, there is always a higher law, a  

deeper value and a persistent call that is made to 

each one of us to be honest to God and God alone.  
 

Like Thomas More in our story, we may find ourselves 

facing a dilemma in different situations. We may be 

tortured by doubt and uncertainty which we cannot 

escape. 
 

Each one of us is sometimes caught up on the horns of 

a dilemma in minor or major issues. We keep tossing 

around with doubt and uncertainty. But a deeper  

value and higher call seem to beckon us. What will our 

decision in such cases be? 
 

Today's liturgy suggests that the believer must assess 

the loyalty due to family and to career. If family 

 concerns cease to be important and the job absorbs 

most of one's energy, then the moment has arrived to 

reprioritize values and loyalties. The same is true in 

one's spiritual relationship: If there is no time for prayer 

and worship, then loyalties are out of balance.  

 

Shalom!  
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Birthday’s 

10-20 Dana Wenstrand 

10-22 Leroy Vrbsky 

10-23 Nancy Larson 

10-23 Marvin Feller 

10-23 Aurora Trowbridge 

 

Anniversary 

10-19 Jack & Kate Reed 

This & That 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm - 

Also Zoom 

Oct 17  St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop 

and Martyr 

Confessions 

Mass for Thomas J & Ruby Maher+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Oct 18  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

World Mission Sunday  

Mass for Pearl Beier+ 

Mass for Wally Teten+ 

Monday 

 

 

No Mass 

Oct 19  Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac 

Jogues, Priests, and Companions,  

Martyrs  

Fr Raphael Day off 

Tuesday 

12:10pm 

Oct 20  St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 

Mass for those suffering from illnesses  

Wednesday 

12:10pm 

Oct 21 

Mass for Berky Martin family 

Thursday 

12:10pm 

Oct 22  St. John Paul II, Pope  

Mass for Homebound in Care Centers 

Friday 

12:10pm 

Oct 23  St. John of Capistrano, Priest 

Mass for Peace in our Nation 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm  

Oct 24  St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop  

Confessions 

Mass for Jerry Maher+ 

Sunday 

 

6:30am 

10:30am  -  

Also 

Livestream 

Zoom 

Oct 25  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 

Priesthood Sunday  

Mass for Ned Dermody+ 

Mass for Jarrett Harms+ 

Box of Joy—St. Mary’s is participating in the Box of 

Joy again this year. By packing Boxes of Joy with toys, 

school supplies, clothes and other gifts, our parishion-

ers will bless many children. Boxes will be handed out 

this week after Masses. If you have any questions, 

contact Nancy Larson at 712-326-4330. 

Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA) 
 

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to you 

for your generous contributions towards our ADA.  

Despite our current situation, we are steadily reaching 

our goal.  I would like to appeal to all families in  

humility to prayerfully support our parish goal. Any 

amount raised over our goal comes back to the  

parish. In the same way our failure to meet our goal 

will cost our annual budget.  

If each member of the church should contribute, we 

will definitely meet our goal or have 100% participa-

tion. No contribution is small. God bless you! 

Fr. Raphael  

 

RCIA – Adult Faith Formation 
Kindly register with the secretary if you desire to know 

more about the Catholic Faith and deepen your pray-

er life through praying with scriptures (Lectio Divina).   
 

Rosary Month  
Join us to pray the Holy Rosary 20 mins before the 4:30 

Saturday mass and 10:30 Sunday Mass, and every 

Tuesday & Thursday via zoom @ 8pm. 
 

 Livestreaming mass 

There will be virtual mass via zoom on Sunday, October 

25, 2020 at the 10:30am Mass. In view of this there will 

be no virtual mass on Saturday, October 24, 2020 at 

the 4:30pm Mass. This is to access a suitable time for 

more participation.  

Our “Knights of Columbus” will again 

be participating in  the “Coats for 

Kids” campaign. We are asking for 

good clean coats of all sizes for both 

children and adults to help those in 

need. Coats can be dropped off in the 

box located in the Church  entrance. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY  - Today we celebrate 

World Mission Sunday. Pope Francis invites the entire 

Church to support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, 

the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and 

Europe, where Priests, religious and lay leaders serve 

the world’s most vulnerable communities. Please 

keep the Pope’s missions in your prayers and be 

generous in next week’s collection for the Society 

for the Propagation of the Faith.  Envelopes are 

available in back of Church for your donation. 

Please drop in the Lockbox. 
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How Does the Church Help the Catholic Faithful to Speak About Political and Social Questions? 

Doing Good and Avoiding Evil 

 

21. Aided by the virtue of prudence in the exercise of well-formed consciences, Catholics are called to make 

practical judgments regarding good and evil choices in the political arena. 
 

22. There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because they are always incompatible 

with love of God and neighbor. Such actions are so deeply flawed that they are always opposed to the authentic 

good of persons. These are called "intrinsically evil" actions. They must always be rejected and opposed and must 

never be supported or condoned. A prime example is the intentional taking of innocent human life, as in abortion 

and euthanasia. In our nation, "abortion and euthanasia have become preeminent threats to human dignity 

 because they directly attack life itself, the most fundamental human good and the condition for all others" (Living 

the Gospel of Life, no. 5). It is a mistake with grave moral consequences to treat the destruction of innocent 

 human life merely as a matter of individual choice. A legal system that violates the basic right to life on the 

grounds of choice is fundamentally flawed. 
 

23. Similarly, human cloning, destructive research on human embryos, and other acts that directly violate the 

sanctity and dignity of human life are also intrinsically evil. These must always be opposed. Other direct assaults on 

innocent human life, such as genocide, torture, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can 

never be justified. Nor can violations of human dignity, such as acts of racism, treating workers as mere means to 

an end, deliberately subjecting workers to subhuman living conditions, treating the poor as disposable, or 

redefining marriage to deny its essential meaning, ever be justified. 
 

24. Opposition to intrinsically evil acts, which undercut the dignity of the human person, should also open our eyes 

to the good we must do, that is, to our positive duty to contribute to the common good and to act in solidarity 

with those in need. As St. John Paul II said, "The fact that only the negative commandments oblige always and 

 under all circumstances does not mean that in the moral life prohibitions are more important than the obligation 

to do good indicated by the positive commandment" (Veritatis Splendor, no. 52). Both opposing evil and doing 

good are essential obligations. 

 

25. The right to life implies and is linked to other human rights-to the basic goods that every human person needs to 

live and thrive. All the life issues are connected, for erosion of respect for the life of any individual or group in  

society necessarily diminishes respect for all life. The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our neighbors-

basic needs such as food, shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work-is universally binding on our  

consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by a variety of means. Catholics must seek the best ways to respond 

to these needs. As St. John XXIII taught, "[Each of us] has the right to life, to bodily integrity, and to the means 

which are suitable for the proper development of life; these are primarily food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, 

and, finally, the necessary social services" (Pacem in Terris, no. 11). 

 

26. St. John Paul II explained the importance of being true to fundamental Church teachings: 

Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of human rights-for example, the right to 

health, to home, to work, to family, to culture-is false and illusory if the right to life, the most basic and  

fundamental right and the condition for all other personal rights, is not defended with maximum  

determination. (Christifideles Laici, no. 38) 

 

27. Two temptations in public life can distort the Church's defense of human life and dignity: 

 

28. The first is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions between different kinds of issues involving  

human life and dignity. The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of  

conception until natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must always be opposed. 

 

29. The second is the misuse of these necessary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing or ignoring other serious 

threats to human life and dignity. The current and projected extent of environmental degradation has become a 

moral crisis especially because it poses a risk to humanity in the future and threatens the lives of poor and  

vulnerable human persons here and now. Racism and other unjust discrimination, the use of the death penalty, 

resorting to unjust war, the use of torture, war crimes, the failure to respond to those who are suffering from hunger 

or a lack of health care, pornography, redefining civil marriage, compromising religious liberty, or an unjust 
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immigration policy are all serious moral issues that challenge our consciences and require us to act. These are not op-

tional concerns which can be dismissed. Catholics are urged to seriously consider Church teaching on these issues. Alt-

hough choices about how best to respond to these and other compelling threats to human life and  

dignity are matters for principled debate and decision, this does not make them optional concerns or permit  

Catholics to dismiss or ignore Church teaching on these important issues. Clearly not every Catholic can be  

actively involved on each of these concerns, but we need to support one another as our community of faith  

defends human life and dignity wherever it is threatened. We are not factions, but one family of faith fulfilling the mis-

sion of Jesus Christ. 

 

30. The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith made a similar point:  

It must be noted also that a well-formed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political pro-

gram or an individual law which contradicts the fundamental contents of faith and morals. The Christian faith is 

an integral unity, and thus it is incoherent to isolate some particular element to the detriment of the whole of 

Catholic doctrine. A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church's social doctrine does not 

exhaust one's responsibility toward the common good. (Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Partici-

pation of Catholics in Political Life, no. 4) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Power of the Holy Rosary 
“When you say your Rosary, the angels rejoice, the Blessed Trinity delights in it, my Son finds joy in it too, and I myself am 

happier than you can possibly guess. After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, there is nothing in the Church that I love as 

much as the Rosary.” (Our Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche) 

"Whatever you do, do not be like a certain pious but self-willed lady in Rome, so often referred to when speaking about 

the Rosary. She was so devout and so fervent that she put to shame by her holy life, even the strictest religious in the 

Church. 

Having decided to ask Saint Dominic’s advice about her spiritual life she asked him to hear her confession. For penance 

he gave her one whole Rosary to say and advised her to say it every day. She said that she had not time to say it,  

excusing herself on the grounds that she made the Stations of the cross every day, that she wore sack-cloth and also a 

hair shirt, that she gave herself the discipline several times a week, that she carried out so many other penances and 

fasted so much. Saint Dominic urged her repeatedly to take his advice and say the Rosary, but she would not hear of it. 

She left the confessional, horrified at the tactics of this new spiritual director who had tried so hard to persuade her to 

take on a devotion that was not at all to her liking. 

Later, when she was in prayer, she fell into ecstasy and had a vision of her soul appearing before Our Lord’s Judgment 

Seat. Saint Michael put all her penances and other prayers onto one balance of the scales and all her sins and  

imperfections onto the other. The tray of her good works was greatly outweighed by that of her sins and imperfections. 

Filled with terror she cried for mercy, imploring the help of the Blessed Virgin, her gracious Advocate, who took the one 

and only Rosary that she had said for her penance and dropped it onto the tray of good works. This one Rosary was so 

heavy that it weighed more than all her sins as well as all her good works. Our Lady then reproved her for having 

refused to follow the counsel of her servant Dominic and for not saying the Rosary every day. 

As soon as she came to herself she rushed and threw herself at the feet of Saint Dominic and told him all that had  

happened, begged his forgiveness for her unbelief and promised to say the Rosary faithfully every day. By this means 

she rose to Christian perfection and finally to the glory of everlasting life. 

You who are people of prayer-learn from this how tremendous is the power, the value and importance of this devotion 

of the Most Holy Rosary when it is said together with meditation on the mysteries. 

Few saints have reached the same heights of prayer as Saint Mary Magdalene who was lifted up to Heaven each day 

by angels, and who had had the privilege of learning at the feet of Our Lord Himself and His Blessed Mother. Yet one 

day when she asked God to show her a sure way of advancing in His love and of arriving at the height of perfection, He 

sent Saint Michael the Archangel to tell her, on His behalf, that there was no other way for her to arrive at perfection 

than to meditate on Our Lord's passion. So, he placed a cross in front of her cave and told her to pray before it,  

contemplating the Sorrowful Mysteries which she had seen taken place with her own eyes. 

The example of Saint Francis de Sales, the great spiritual director of his time, should spur you on to join the holy 

confraternity of the Rosary, since, great saint that he was, he bound himself by oath to say the whole Rosary every  

single day as long as he lived. 

Saint Charles Borromeo said it every day also and strongly recommended the devotion to his priests and to the  

ecclesiastics in the seminaries and to all his people. 

Saint Pius V, one of the greatest Popes who have ever ruled the Church, said the Rosary every day. Saint Thomas of 

Villanova, Archbishop of Valence, Saint Ignatius, Saint Francis Xavier, Saint Francis Borgia, Saint Theresa and Saint Phillip 

Neri as well as many other great men whom I have not mentioned were deeply devoted to the Holy Rosary. 

Follow their example; your spiritual directors will be pleased and if they are aware of the benefit that you can derive 

from this devotion, they will be very first to urge you to adopt it. 

(Source: The Secret of the Rosary by Saint Louis de Montfort) 
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