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Pastoral Musings: Be Guided by the Holy Spirit

Dear Friends:

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind
you of all that I told you. Peace, I leave with you; my peace I give to you.”
—John 14:26-27a

While | was running a seminary in India with 90 seminarians during their formative years, | would call all of them
once a month to discuss important business of the community including, sharing duties, outreach and if there
are any intercultural issues to be sorted out. The seminarians belonged to 16 various cultural groups speaking
different languages and the only common language was English which they learned in the course of time. The
community was very inclusive and respectful of one another’s culture and celebrated various cuizines and dif-
ferent art and dance forms from their ethnic background and upbringing, while establishing a common bond,
living with the deep differences and uniqueness of one another. We see the wisdom of the community at work
in the first reading of this Sunday’s Mass. Recall how in the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke presented that first gen-
eration of believers as living an almost idyllic existence, devoting themselves to the Apostles’ teachings, “and
the communal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers... All who believed were together and had
all things in common; they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to
each one’s need” (2:42, 44-45).

But this way of life was short-lived. After a short time, the Church faced persecution and wrestled with questions
of inclusivity and what should be expected of the growing number of non-Jewish believers. While this might
seem like a small issue for us today, this all-important question threatened to tear the Church apart. Recognizing
what was at stake, the community had to discern how to respond to the challenges they faced. So, what did
the leaders of the Church do?2 They came fogether as a community, prayed, and listened to one another. To-
gether they discerned how the Holy Spirit was at work in the Church — just as Jesus had promised it would be. In
the end, rather than closing ranks and opting for exclusivity, the Church'’s first leaders imagined a new way for-
ward and enlisted others to help them in their mission: “The apostles and elders, in agreement with the whole
church, decided to choose representatives and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. The ones
they chose were Judas, who was called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers” (Acts 15:22). Humbly
recognizing both their own limitations and opportunities before them, the leaders looked beyond the enclosed
circle of the Apostles to find new workers capable of responding to the present needs.

This willingness to “look beyond the boundaries” was held up as the ideal for the Church by Cardinal Jorge Ber-
goglio only days before he was pope in 2013. In a speech delivered during the “general congregations” pre-
ceding the conclave, he said: "Evangelizing pre-supposes a desire in the Church to come out of herself. The
Church is called to come out of herself and to go to the peripheries, not only geographically, but also in the
existential peripheries: the mystery of sin, of pain, of injustice, of ignorance, and indifference to religion, of intel-
lectual currents, and of all misery.” Despite criticism from many fronts, Pope Francis has made this vision of a
Church moving "beyond the boundaries” the guiding principle of his ministry and this has certainly been a
dominant theme in his papacy. Nothing less is expected of us. In the end, what's at stake in all of this is the mis-
sion of the Church. Mutual discernment and collaboration in ministry— calls for each one of to step up and own
our faith, living out our unique vocation. Each one of us has a part to play. This is what we're called to, and this
is how we help the Church more perfectly reflect the beauty of that Heavenly Jerusalem (cf. the second read-
ing), becoming more than we ever imagined.

Blessings! Fr.Tom
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‘ Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK €N

Sunday  May 22nd Sixth Sunday of Easter
6:30 am

10:30am

Monday May 23rd

No Mass Fr. Tom’s Day off
Tuesday May 24th
12:10am

Wed May 25th
12:10pm

Thursday May 2é6th
12:10am

Friday May 27th
12:10pm

Saturday May 28th
3:30pm Confessions
4:30pm + Parishioners
Sunday May 29nd
6:30am Parishioners
10:30am  Parishioners

Mass Intentions Invited
Mass Intentions are encouraged. If you would like
to offer special Mass Intentions for birthdays, anni-
versaries, or to pray for any of your beloved ones
who are sick or passed away you can contact the
office and make dedications for Mass Intentions.
We appreciate your support and collaboration.

Lectors for Next Week
May 28— 4:30 pm— Terry Engelmeyer
May 29 — 6:30 am— Pete Wenstrand
May 29— 10:30 am — Steve Schuster

Homebound Parishioners:
Evelyn Pontius
Betty Wells
Ken DeBaere
Helen Lewis

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month. Meal @ 7pm fol-
lowed by meeting in the St. Mary’s Parish Hall in
Shenandoah.

Legion of Mary group meets @ 10:30 am on
Wednesdays in the Parish Hall. Contact Joan
Bloom for more information @ 712-534-2645.

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will meet on the fourth
Monday of each month @ 6:30 pm in the St.
Mary'’s Parish Hall.

Bible Study has resumed on Mondays at 10:30 am
in the parish hall. All are welcome.

Adoration will be the First Friday of every month
from 11:00am-5:00pm

St. Mary's Choir Party

There will be a special Choir
Pizza Party on May 29th after
10:30 am Mass. Choir mem-
bers and their spouses are
invited for the party.

Financial Offering

May 15, 2022 Tithes $1,421.00
Catholic Charities, 2nd Collection $673.00
ADA 2022 Goal $32,042.00
Gift paid $25,338.00
Remaining Goal $6,704.00
Total Donors to date 50

God bless you for your generosity. Those who
have not yet given, please prayerfully consider
your gifts for the Annual Diocesan Appeal to
complete our goal for the year 2022.

St. Mary’s Church |
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Readings for the week of May 22, 2022

Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7¢c-8/Jn 16:5-11

Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ Jn 16:16-20 Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/

Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/ /Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 16:20-23

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/ Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10/Jn 16:23b-28

Parish Office Arrangements

Parish office will
be open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 9:00 to Noon. Sue Hanna will be in
the office. Bulletin dead line is Monday, at
10:00 am. Please contact Fr. Tom at
frtomcc@gmail.com or call him at 715-410-
7465. He will get back to you as soon as pos-
sible.

Parish Mission Statement

“In the heart of Mary,
our parish community welcomes all
people as Christ,
offering a place of peace, love and
prayer.”
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Sdlad Bar Luncheon
Thank You!

Thank you to all who made our annual
salad luncheon on May 12t a huge suc-
cess, including St. Mary’s Guild, and
those who decorated, made phone
calls, contributions, food, and prepared
and then cleaned the hall. And thank
you to the community, other parishes ,
businesses, and friends who attended
this event. Your participation was great-
ly appreciated!




SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, June 18th

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry is %
sponsoring the “Fill-a-Truck” |
event to benefit the Shenan-
doah Community Food Bank. May Birthdays
More details to follow. Please

contact Gigi with questions.

“Woand T . 1}
Anniversaries.

Blaine Maher 5/03/22
Peace, Ms. Gigi and the Youth EYO,“ Ruzek 5/04/22
evin Avalos

Michelle Rystrom
Matt Reyna-Willms | 5/05/22

Andrew Vo 5/07/22
Elizabeth Adkisson |5/08/22

Reception for Lynda Marshall

There will be a special reception for Lynda Marshall to honor her service as DRE for over 12
years after 10:30 am Mass on June 22nd in the Parish Hall. Please join us in expressing our
heartfelt gratitude and love for Lynda and welcome Kim Leininger as the new DRE.

S$t. Mary’s Church | 5



Jeff & Amy Miller
712-246-5555

1107 W. Ferguson Rd.
Shenandoah, IA

GARDEN VIEWe%

“Where Caring Makes a Difference”

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
Hospice Care | Respite Care
Secured Building

Spacious, Private & Semi-Private Suites

712-246-4515

200 Nishna Rd. | Shenandoah, IA

PLUMBING e HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING  GEOTHERMAL

- Free with most insurance

- Build a relationship with your provider
- Screen for disease & health issues

M sumxavnont 712.246.7400
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“The Garage 1204 W Sheridan Ave
Door Specialists” Shenandoah, IA
Gil& Kim Gee || (712) 246-2438
Shenandoah SheridanDecorating.com
Hours M-F 9-5 | 1=t and 3™ Sat 9-1
246'2444 Benjamin Moore Paint Store

~ Bank lowa

Shenandoah
712.246.1311
Red Oak
712.623.6960

Essex
712.379.3111

MATHER & SONS INC
EXCAVATING TILING & BULLDOZING

Phil & Monica Mather
OWNERS & PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

+ Accepting New Patients +
+ Dentistry For All Ages +
+ We Accept Almost All Insurances +

CARLA KUCIREK | (712) 246-2180
DR AMANDA SCHNEIDER

1213 W Nishna Rd. | Shenandoah

Cleaning I nc

Shenandoah, IL

112-246-3900
112-310-1230

M
HUGHES

HEEL

712-527-3114

www.jimhughesrealestate.com

FAUCTION SERVICE

www.alhughesauction.com

BUSINESS
BY PLACING
AN AD HERE!

Contact Joe Bradfi
to place an ad tod
jbradfield@4LPi.c
or (262) 785-1188 x

GROW YOUR

0
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For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Quality Used Cars & Trucks
Sales & Service

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

1212 W. Sheridan
Shenandoah

(712) 246-4268

@

FAREWAY.

Hl MEAT & GROCERY

1007 S. Fremont St

712-246-5160

GOWING PLUMBING

Chris Lorimor

'/ . Owner

/
(7-fl 2) 246 1803

1211 OW S“herigg_%ve*?i;‘ﬁ‘
PO Box 264:-'Shenandoah, 1A

Daily Specials
Mon -Thurs

Reservations
Carry-Out « Catering

Mexican Grill

712-246-3115

506 S. Fremont St, Shenandoah, IA
Located Next to Hy-Vee In Orchard’s Corner Mall

Mon-Thurs 11am - 9:30pPm
Fri-Sat 11am-10pm | Sun 11am-9pm

SHENANDORH
SANITATION

SERVING , :
SOUTHWEST =L
7 IOWA
shenandoahsanitation.com
— W p— 1207 W Ferguson * Shenandoah, I1A
712-621-1277 712.246.3350

St. Mary, Shenandoah, IA

Dave &Donna
Jauron

600-602 lowa Ave, Essex
A 4C 02-0979




