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AND HIS MOTHER KEPT ALL THESE THINGS IN HER HEART. 830 am to 2:30 pm
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Sunday 7:30am—7:50am Thursday 8:00 am 8:00 am

Sunday 10:00am—10:20am Friday 8:00 am 10:30 am
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The weekend after Christmas we celebrate the Feast of the Ho-
ly Family. It is a great celebration that our Lord was born into a human
family, and by extension sanctifies all families. | think that this is im-
portant for us to reclaim a proper understanding as it is in our families
that our foundations are laid for our faith.

The domestic church (family) is where we learn to pray, serve,
forgive, love and to sacrifice. These and the many other lessons
learned are essential to living a life in pursuit of Christ. One thing |
stress to parents at the beginning of Religious Education, as well as in
marriage prep and any other chance | get, is that parents are the PRI-
MARY EDUCATORS of their children. Anything done at schools or at
the church ought to be seen as purely supplemental to what is
learned in the household. These home lessons can never be put off on
anyone else, so please have those conversations and lessons at home.
I will not go into all of the politics of this today. However, given our
feast day, | think it is a good time to remind parents that a part of this
is keeping an eye on what is being taught to kids at school. Not all ap-
proaches and philosophies out there are truly good for children, this
may be a good time to prayerfully consider all of the ways we may en-
ter into this role of education.

With all of this in mind, we should look to the Holy Family to be
our example and model. What we understand to be the case for the
childhood of Jesus is that the family lived like any other family. Jesus
probably worked with Joseph as a man who worked with his hands.
Mary did normal motherly duties. There would have been meals
shared, miscommunication (remember they did briefly lose track of
Jesus), changed diapers, fun stories and laughing. The takeaway is
that they lived as a family, even if one of them was both God and Man,
one was completely sinless and the other just a holy man. When God
took on flesh this is how He chose to live. We should imitate this and
strive to grow in holiness in our own households.

Father Adam

SAT DECEMBER 25
9:00am +Ralph King
SUN DECEMBER 26
6:30am  People of the Parish
8:00am Jane Bollard

10:30am T Kimber Lane

TUES DECEMBER 28

6:00pm T Jo & Paul Carney
WED DECEMBER 29

6:00pm Sue & T Spank Lang

THURS DECEMBER 30
6:00pm
FRI DECEMBER 31

Dr. Mary Lillig

5:00pm 1 Mayrene Norris

SAT JANUARY'1
4:30pm Rodolfo & Maria Martinez

SUN JANUARY 2
6:30am
8:00am ¢ Rosemary Fergen
10:30am

People of the Parish

6th Grade Intentions

Please contact the parish office for
Mass intentions. The suggested
offering is $10 per Mass.

PARISH SUPPORT

Collections for Dec 5th Budget Year to Date

There was not a winner for

50 /50 Dec5th, #1354 was drawn.

The balance was $ 7,145.26.

THANK YOU for your generosity! There's
been a great response to Father’'s sugges-
tion to increase giving. These donations

are going to pay down the CFC debt.

Regular Offertory Income

Budgeted $56,121 Budget July 1- Dec 5 $501,313
Collection $15591  ActualJulyl-Dec5  $464,503
Difference -$40,530  Difference -$36,810
Towards Christ Expenses

Budgeted $241 BudgetJulyl1-Dec5  $153,489
Collection $1156  Actual July1- Dec5 $367,523
Difference -$985  Difference -$214,034

Please make sure to use the blue/white
envelope or select "Towards Christ"

online. These funds are not assessed by
the diocese and every dollar goes towards
our debt reduction. Thank you!
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THE HOLY FAMILY

SUNDAY’S READINGS

FIRST READING:
“| prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request.
Now |, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD."
(1Sm 1:27-28)

PSALM:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. (Ps 84)

SECOND READING:

See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.

And so we are. (1Jn 3:1)

GOSPEL:
After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. (Lk 2:46)

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021

Sunday: The Holy Family

Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist

Tuesday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Wednesday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr

Friday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve

Saturday: New Year's Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God;
World Day of Peace

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

ST. STEPHEN

Saint of the Week

The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St.
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man
filled with grace and power, he worked
great wonders among the people. Some
Jews debated with St. Stephen but could
not match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually,
a charge of blasphemy was brought up
against him, and the local population
demanded that he be tried and sentenced.
He was seized and carried before the
Sanhedrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen
gave a long speech about the history of
Israel and the blessings that God had given
upon His chosen people. He talked about
how Israel had become disobedient despite
God's abundant mercy. This enraged his
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged
him out of the city and stoned him to death.

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen
displayed great forgiveness and even asked
God not to hold the sins of his attackers
against them. Hundreds of years after his
death, he is still a role model for us to follow.

www.divinemercyks.org — 3




DECEMBER 26th, 2021

ALL lN THE FAMILY in spirit._Who in your world needs you to love

them with the heart of a mother?

At first glance, we can often find the image of
the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ
Child intimidating — who are we to aspire

to that level of discipleship? How could we
ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold?
Sometimes, it can even be painful — perhaps
we hail from a broken family or struggle with

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and
the world are crying out for the courageous
witness of Christian men like St. Joseph.

Who can you love with the steadfast, selfless
protection of a father?

Who in your life needs you to love them with
the faithful, unconditional love of a son? Who
needs your gentle and constant love as a
daughter?

a broken relationship within our family, or
perhaps we long to be a mother or a father
ourselves and that state in life has eluded us.

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality,
a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter our
vocation or our state in life, and the example
of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with the
symbolism of stewardship.

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of

us rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in
purgatory, and those of us struggling here on
earth. We are the great family. Let us love each
other well,

You need not be a biological mother who has _Tracy Earl Welliver. MTS
carried a child in her womb to be a mother '

| HAVE BEEN AWAY FROM THE But God's grace comes to us in ways we
CHURCH FOR A FEW YEARS AND understand and recognize and need. Your
REALLY WANT TO GET ACTIVE children leading you back to the Church is
AGAIN, NOT SO MUCH FOR ME, not as important as the fact that you are
BUT FOR MY CHILDREN. IS THIS  P3ck

A BAD REASON TO COME BACK This is an opportunity for you to renew,

TO CHURCH? strengthen, and deepen your faith.
Regardless of how we get to Church, or
If you are on your way to the supermarket, what draws us closer to God, the fact is
and you are forced to detour from your we are there. Do
usual route what you need to
because of road do to get right with

work, does the
food you buy taste
different? Is the
meal less filling?

Are the vegetables
less tasty? Of STARTING THE NEW YEAR RIGHT -

God and the Church.
Go to confession,

begin good family
religious practices,

and be involved in
the ministries your
course not. In our '. parish offers. Be more
faith journey, there b than a lukewarm

are many detours parishioner. Be the
called sin. Some kind of Catholic you

are greater than want your children to
others, some are be.

even a bit longer.
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THE HOLY FAMILY

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Families can be very difficult
things to negotiate. This is

true not only of our families

of origin, the current family of
which we are a part, the family
of our Church, our society,

and our global family as well.
Everything human can be found
in family stories. Those stories
speak of wonderful life-giving
successes as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our
greatest joys and our greatest
wounds are usually connected
with the experience of family.
Our needs, experiences, and
unresolved baggage often color
what we bring to our familiar
relationships. They contribute
to our level of defensiveness,
how guarded and protected we
become, and what prejudices
we believe.

In order to break the cycle

of dysfunction we have to
remember that it is not only by
human effort that we negotiate
the difficult and challenging
events of our lives. There is a
Divine Effort at work as well.
For sure, the human effort can
create quite a mess and easily
destroy lives. This is true of

onary for

~
PN
P

any family with which we are
associated. Today's Feast of the
Holy Family serves to help us
understand that there is a Divine
Story being told aswell. Itis a
story of perseverance in the face
of hardship, determination in the
face of despair, healing when we
see nothing but wounds, and
light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that Cod is always
working, guiding, restoring,

and leading? Unless we do,

we will never be free from the
imperfections and wounds

that bind us and never be able

He went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and
his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom
and age and favor before God and man.
- Lk 2:51-52

Mass 2

4 :
4 Unfolding

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

A L By
XY

Yy o God's

i Story
of Love

to understand what it really
means to forgive. Pope Francis
tells us that the “light which
comes from the Holy Family
encourages us to offer human
warmth to other families.”
While this is most certainly
true, we can only really begin

to do this when we realize that
we are still works in progress,
not anchored to the wounds
and sins of our past, and still a
leading star in God's continually
unfolding story of love. The Holy
Family persevered and radiated
warmth because they knew
they were not alone. We can too.

HELP NEEDED to
DELIVER COMMUNION
Our Parish is in need of
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion to help visit the hospi-
tal once a month on a Friday of your
convenience. Our goal is to have
two Ministers visit each week and,
with several Ministers available, our
hope is that each Minister would
need to visit only once a month.
Contact paxmusician@yahoo.com.
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DECEMBER 26th, 2021

READ THE
GOSPEL &
COLOR

Imagine Jesus goes
to your church today.
After church, Mary
and Joseph find

him on the altar
telling stories from
the Old Testament
to the priests and
the Sunday School
teachers. Mary and
Joseph would be
amazed. They would
want Jesus to come
home. Jesus would
love his parents so
much that he would
go home with them.
He will stay with them
until he grows older,
wiser, and stronger.

PRAYER
Lord, teach me your Bible stories so that | can teach them to others.

MISSION FOR THE WEEK
| will always let my parents know where | am, so they won't worry.

wednesday
10:00 am - 9:00 pm

7:00 - 8:00 pm Family
Holy Hour

fuesday

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

6 — Divine Mercy Parish
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" Christmas!

LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

It was the best of times and it was
the worst of times. Our families
can bring out the best and the
worst in us. This is true of our
families of origin, the current
family of which we are a part, the
family of our church, our society,
and the like. In all of our family
experiences, what stands out as
our most challenging memory?
Everything human can be found
on the pages of family life. But
there is also a Divine story to be
discovered as well. When life

gets difficult and perplexing,
today's Feast of the Holy Family
stands to remind us that it is

not just by human effort that

we tread treacherous waters.

We have to remember and learn
from the Divine effort too. We
need this perspective if our love
lessons are going to be learned
completely and well. We are all
works in progress and we all come
from homes that are broken

by imperfection. In whatever

life brings us and in whatever
family we find ourselves, may the
promptings we feel toward faith
and hope lead us to greater love.

i
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THE HOLY FAMILY

Join us Saturday
January lIst!

Start off the new year with an evening
of fun and fellowship! Bring your own
dinner and drinks. Childcare provided.

. | PARISH EVENTS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27

: Office Closed
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28
Office Closed
4-7pm Adoration
5:15pm Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion
5:30pm Catholic Conversations
6:00pm Mass & evening prayer
| WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29
Office Closed
10am-9pm Adoration
5pm Legion of Mary meeting
6:00pm Mass
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30
Office Closed
6:00pm Mass
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31

Office Closed
STAFF 5:00pm Mass
PASTOR: Father Adam Wilczak- fradam@divinemercyks.org SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
DEACON: Deacon Vince Hallouer- dcnvince@divincemercyks.org 3:00-4:00pm Confession
DEACON: Deacon Jason Imlay- dcnjason@divinemercyks.org 4:30pm Mass
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Nely Ramos- office@divinemercyks.org 6:00 Pints with Padre

BUSINESS MANAGER: Sarah Wamser- sarah@divinemercyks.org

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2

6:30am Mass
7:30am Confession
8:00am Mass
10:00am Confession

MUSIC DIRECTOR: David Bremer-— david@divinemercyks.org

FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR: Maria Lopeman- maria@divinemercyks.org

ADULT FORMATION: Laura Warthen- laura@divinemercyks.org

YOUTH MINISTER: Garrett Benney-garrett@divinemercyks.org

COMMUNICATIONS: (For all Bulletin & Parish Newsletter submissions)
communications@divinemercyks.org 10:30am Mass—Live Stream
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Boulevard

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

. Got 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

Shirley A. Spiller
AINS, AU, CISR
Parishioner-Local Independent Agent
913-451-8898

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

DRS. HAWKS, BESLER, ROGERS & STOPPEL
[@] OPTOMETRISTS

GARDNER OVERLAND PARK

wiv.HBRevecare.con | 913-856-6360 | 913-341-4508

#® Burglary

® Fire Safety 1-855.225-4251

Bruce Funeral Home

IS YOUR CHILD STRUGGLING?

Academics - Social « Behavior

Brain Balance

We can help. Our drug free program has
helped thousands of kids s
For a Free Consultation, Call €
Jim and Ann Cahill « Holy\?pmt Parl,

i)

%

~
L)

Yo — A Ya W

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

platinum realty

REALTOR®
P 913.706.7284

SueBatesHomes@gmail.com
Parish Member since 1993

Home of %s Zﬂoﬁ&’ s Wg&/zzsl‘ &tszbms/

1845 E SANTA FE « OLATHE, KS « 66062

913-782-0881
e

WWW.OLATHEFORD.COM
; Chris Youngers, CRPC

Financial Advisor

Security IT Solutions .com

contact@securitysolutions.com

. Knights of Columbus ‘_'%
» INSURANCE W\

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

Luke Henry, FICF, Assistant General Agent
Cell: 913-568-6518

Office: 913-884-3390

E-mail: luke.henry @kofc.org

Council #10407

LIFE INSURANCE ® RETIREMENT ANNUTIES
LoNG-TERM CARE & DISABILITY INSURANCE

601 N Mur-Len Rd, Suite 19

Olathe, KS 66062

Bus. 913-764-1820 Cell. 913-378-3247
chris.youngers @ edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/chris-youngers

(913) 320-0224

Recording Solutions  IT Solutions  Network Solutions
Analog/IP Cam System Maintenance  Wired Inrastructure
DVR/NVR Systems On site Repair Wireless Communications

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

= (UL
g
e | A

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

R Al gm Ccm riirzz?:rcagg Your Local Who better to help you sell your
¢ - " paate, 1
o . afforcable, uality raining — Gardner — house or find your dream home
‘l & with experienced RNs Real Estate Agem‘ Thon your neighbor?
O opy 9132447319
@e!;al Wails
egul Wil )| 26, s | 201 G
ointments lalk-ins Welcome Yrs eSl en
913-884-4744

C_BUYING ]

Inside Wal-Mart Super Center
1725 E Santa Fe Street | Gardner, KS 66030

'A._

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN
MIND.

CALL(913) 381-1177 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

gCROSSROADS

REAL ESTATE GROUP
For All Your Real Estate Needs

913-208-2873

www TheCrossroadsReal EstateGrouwp com

e Y M DIAMOND PARTNERS =

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

e Kathy Skahan, Agent
AMERICAN FAMILY
[ nainamcsl

Bus: 913-381-1177
kskahan@amfam.com

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Tim NeSmith
to place an ad today!
tnesmith@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x5863

L
Realtor®

913-927-3416
slowe@kw.com

kw DIAMOND PARTNERS=
KELLER

Home is where Harmony begins....

Divine Mercy Parish, Gardner, KS

Welcome Bacl

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

A 4C 02-0983




