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3 2 n d S U N D AY I N O R D I N A RY T I M E
“ ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen,
I say to you, I do not know you.’ ” - Mt 25:11-12
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(The Parishes of St. John the Baptist & St. Joseph)

NEITHER THE DAY, NOR THE HOUR
Dear friends in Christ, our world in recent times, has been a witness to several senseless massacres at unusual places. In
2017, in Texas, some unsuspecting victims were brutally massacred in Church on Sunday. Last week in France, a young man
armed with a knife and carrying a copy of the Quran attacked worshippers in a French Church and killed three people. Hitherto,
a teacher was killed for allegedly showing the caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad in class. Just last Tuesday, in Vienna,
Austria, a gun-wielding man went on rampage weaving in and out of bars and pubs on a shooting spree, killing at least four
people and wounding several others. These were all episodes where some innocent people met their sudden and untimely
deaths at times they least expected.
Like all of us, the victims in the first two incidents were in the house of worship when they met their untimely deaths; and they
did so, perhaps, right in the middle of prayer. Little did any of them think that they would meet this sudden death in God’s own
house. Neither did the teacher and the Viennese victims expect to see the end to life at the time and the place they did. Such
heartless acts which ended such precious lives, many a time throw me into a reflection mood. I cannot bring myself to imagine
how on earth such acts could be perpetrated at all in the first place, and more so in no other place than in God’s own house.
Though many perpetrators of such heinous acts are killed in the process, I have always wished they would all live to at least tell
what motivated such inhuman acts toward fellow human beings. Could it be bitterness or frustration? Could it be out of some
psychic disorder or just madness? Unfortunately, many do not live to tell why; and all we can do is to hazard a guess as to why
they would do what they do to terminate innocent lives and injure a great number of people. Nevertheless, such acts of terror
open our eyes to many realities.
They, first of all, point to the extent to which the value of human life can easily be lost to many. When an individual loses the
true sense of God, he equally loses the sense of God’s presence in a fellow human being. The human being becomes a mere
commodity, a thing that can be disposed of by the mere press of the trigger or the strike of a knife. When the fear of God is lost,
the human person who bears God’s image becomes a means to a selfish end. His life means nothing to a brutish self-centered
individual whose only wish is to satisfy his own momentary whims and caprices.
These atrocious acts also point to the fact that death is a mystery. We do not know when we shall die. It could be soon, it could
be later. We do not know how we shall die, it could be by accident or in our sleep. We do not know where we shall die. It could
be in the Church, at the restaurant, or in the hospital. We do not know who or what will kill us. All these are mysteries to us.
Nevertheless, our resolve must be that when the day of toil is done and the race of life is run the Lord must grant our weary
souls rest forever in His bosom.
A story is told of a man who was terminally ill. Doctors told him he had three days to live. He decided he would use his three
last days meaningfully. However, he realized too late he had spent two of his days just deciding on how best to use his
numbered days. When a friend realized his worry and frustration, he advised him to go to confession. He entered the
confessional and did a thorough confession. After receiving absolution, he asked the priest: “Fr., in heaven, what goes on
there?” The priest looked at him, smiled, and said, “Unfortunately I do not know.” The man got angry and yelled at the priest
saying: “And you call yourself a man of God!” “A man of God indeed; and you do not know what goes on in heaven.” Just as
the man kept throwing his tantrums, the priest gently opened the confessional to let him out. Immediately, the priest’s puppy
which had followed the duo into the Church hopped into the confessional and started wailing its tail and jumping to give the
priest some kisses. The priest turned to the sick man and said “Have you seen this dog of mine? He has never been to this
confessional before, neither does he know what goes on in here. All he knows is that his owner is here and that alone gives him
joy. I have never been to heaven before, neither do I know what goes on there. All I know is that my Lord is there and that alone
gives me great joy.”
Dear friends, the readings of this Sunday warn us about preparing for the end of our own world, the end of our own time, and
our passage to another world. They tell us that a searching, watching, and an evolving heart is essential for a lively, dynamic
Faith in God. They ask us whether we are ready for these events and how we are preparing for them. They encourage us to
invest in what will prepare us to inherit the kingdom, whenever and however it dawns on us. Therefore, in the view that our end
is a mystery to us, let us follow in the footsteps of the wise virgins (Matt. 25: 1-13), and prudently equip ourselves with ample
oils in our lamps so that the necessary end will not find us unready. For we know neither the day nor the hour.
Have a good week
Fr. Joseph Okine-Quartey
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MASS SCHEDULE & DAILY READINGS

LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Monday: November 9 - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
• No Mass
• Readings: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-11,
16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday: November 10 - St. Leo the Great
• Mass: 8:30 a.m.,  Clarence & Loretta Jilk
• Readings: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 & 23, 27 & 29 [39a]/
Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: November 11 - St. Martin of Tours
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Michael Pittman
• Readings: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19
Thursday: November 12 - St. Josaphat
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Marie T. Glaus
• Readings: Phmn 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/Lk 17:20-25

Friday: November 13 - St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Lyle Hofacker
• Readings: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: November 14 - The Blessed Virgin Mary
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist - All Deceased Parishioners
• Mass: 4:00 p.m., St. Joseph -  JoAnn Kraft
• Readings: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8
Sunday: November 15 - 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
• Mass: 8:00 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  James & Marie Glaus
• Mass: 10:15 a.m., St. John the Baptist - St. John the Baptist & St.
Joseph Parishioners
• Readings: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/
1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21
The Rosary is prayed before Mass
PRAYER WARRIORS
If you would like to offer prayers for those who are in need or are
aware of someone who needs prayers please contact the Parish
Office or send an email to prayer.warrior.st.john@gmail.com.

Announcements & Lector
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Pat or Kevin Coulson
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
Ramona Schneider
Extraordinary Minister
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Pat or Kevin Coulson
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
Ann Bechel
Music
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Paul & Char Fetzer
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
Arleen Ebensperger &
Jeff Bergmann
Rosary
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Bernadine Bechel
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
Connie Ahlers

Servers
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Grace Hinrichs
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
The Bergmann Family
Usher
Sun., November 15, 8:00 a.m.
Pete Helmueller &
Chad Steele
Sun., November 15, 10:15 a.m.
Steve King & Terry Pelzel
Money Counting
Wed., November 18, 9:00 a.m.
Denise Pelzel, Verna Weiss,
& Terry Pelzel

LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOSEPH

Announcements & Lector
Sat., November 14, 4:00 p.m.
Terry Pelzel
Extraordinary Minister
Sat., November 14, 4:00 p.m.
Mary Berger

Music
Sat., November 14, 4:00 p.m.
Beth Pattison

POPE FRANCIS’ MONTHLY INTENTION
November: Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may
always serve humankind.

“This recipe is a great
substitute for Pumpkin Pie!”

PUMPKIN DELIGHT
DIRECTIONS
Layer 1: Mix flour, butter & ½ cup pecans together. Press into a sprayed 9x9 or 9x13 pan (see
note). Bake for 15 minutes at 350 degrees. Remove from oven & cool completely.
Note: If you are using a 9x13 pan, or would like a thicker crust, add an additional ½ cup
flour, ¼ cup butter & ¼ cup chopped pecans.
Layer 2: Blend cream cheese & powdered sugar. Add 1 cup of whipped topping & spread
over cooled crust.

INGREDIENTS
• 1 cup flour
• ½ cup butter, softened
• ¾ cup pecans chopped, divided
• 8 oz cream cheese, softened
• 1 cup powdered sugar
• 3 cup whipped topping, divided
• 2 ½ cup milk
• 3-3.4 oz pkgs white chocolate
or vanilla instant pudding mix
• 1-15 oz can pumpkin puree
• 1 tsp pumpkin pie spice

Layer 3: Mix milk, pudding mix, canned pumpkin, pumpkin spice, & 1 cup whipped topping until smooth. Spread over top.
Layer 4: Spread remaining 1 cup of whipped topping & sprinkle remaining pecans. Let chill for 3 hours or until set. Serve chilled, & ENJOY!
With Love from the Kitchen of Peggy Gilles
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISHIONERS
Social Justice Committee News
The Social Justice Committee is looking to work with our local
Plum City Care Center and Assisted Living facility to help
brighten the day for residents and workers during the COVID
pandemic. As you may or may not know, this is a difficult time
for both residents, who cannot have visitors, and for workers,
who are the only family/friends the residents get to interact
with daily. We are looking to make fleece blankets for the
residents to brighten up their rooms and possibly take a meal
for the workers. If you have questions, would like to donate
money toward a blanket or make a fleece blanket, please feel
free to contact Joyce Berger (715-495-6018 phone or text) or
Irene Helmueller (715-781-4466). Our goal would be to
provide the blankets and meal to the facility late November/
early December. Thank you.

We are blessed by the continued support of our advertisers.
We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulletin every week
without them. We would appreciate it if parishioners would
reciprocate their generosity by patronizing their goods and
services. Thank you!!

PCCW Baby Bottle Campaign
Please return your baby bottle. The Parish Council of Catholic
Women appreciates your support during pro-life month.
Contributions will benefit Options for Women. Thank you!
Pastoral Council Meeting
The next Pastoral Council Meeting will be on Wednesday,
November 18th at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.
THAT MAN IS YOU
“That Man Is You” program meets this
Friday, November 13th from 6:00 a.m. to
7:15 a.m. on the first floor of St. John the Baptist’s School
Building. The topic for week ten is The Battle Against
Lukewarm Christianity. Please wear a mask. All men are
welcome to attend. If you have any questions, please contact
Dan Wieser at (715) 279-2152 or Tom Pullen at (607) 2443010. Thanks!

Congratulations Makenna and Blair!!
St. John the Baptist & St. Joseph Parishes congratulate MaKenna
Moline and Blair Bechel who were Confirmed on Sunday, November
1st by The Very Reverend Father Joseph Okine-Quartey.
Makenna and Blair, as you are strengthened by the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, may you share in His peace and goodness and may the Holy
Spirit guide you and bring you great joy in all that you do.
Congratulations on your Confirmation!

GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING MASS
• Obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains dispensed until
further notice.
• If you are experiencing a fever or flu-like symptoms, please

stay at home and use television/social media to participate.

• Each Mass attendance will be limited to 25% occupancy to

keep with social distancing guidelines.

• We will have the sign up for Mass process each week until

we can open up fully. For St. John the Baptist, please call
Denise at 715-495-4883 or Peggy at 715-495-3199. For
St. Joseph, please call Linda Leffring at (715) 285-5265 or
Vickie Hartung at (715) 285-5219.

• Please arrive 15 minutes early to be seated by the ushers.

ABOUT THE GOSPEL
What if you had a pop quiz and had not done
your homework? You would not be prepared. In
the parable of the maidens who needed oil for their lamps,
Jesus warns us that we need to always be prepared because
we do not know when He will return.
IN CHURCH
Try to arrive in church a few minutes early. Spend that time in
quiet prayer as you get ready to meet Jesus in His Word and
in the Eucharist.
FAMILY PRAYER
Jesus, remind us to always be prepared for you, especially each
Sunday at Mass. Amen.
If Jesus came back today, would you be ready to
meet Him?
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Designs
By Dianne

Results
Lonnie Larson

Licensed in MN & WI
Cell: (651) 208-1439
Lonnie@LonnieLarson.com
www.LonnieLarson.com
Each office Independently Owned and Operated

Restaurant/Bar/Banquet Facility
Hours: Tues-Thurs 7am-9pm

Fri-Sat 7am-10pm
Sun: 8am-8pm

www.mollysplumcity.com

Custom Homes, Post Frame Buildings,
Ag Buildings, Light Commercial

(715) 672-8496
glausbrothers.com

715-647-5050
• Fabric & Quilting Supplies
• Custom Machine Quilting • Maple Syrup

408 1st St., Plum City, WI 54761
designsbydianne50@gmail.com
www.diannelecheler.wixsite.com/designsbydianne

Ave Maria Academy &
Little Lamb Preschool
208 Church Rd, Plum City, WI

JOANNE HINES AGENCY, INC.

3 year old preschool - 8th grade

(715) 647-4630
avemariaacademy@centurytel.net

130 Pine Ave, Plum City, WI 54761

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

www.avemariaacademypc.org

715-647-2554 | jmwatkinsmeats.com

Jason Johnson
Financial Advisor

503 Broadway St S Suite 50
Menomonie, WI 54751-3092
Bus. 715-235-1435
jason.m.johnson@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/jason-m-johnson

Joanne M Hines, Agent
450 E Wall St Ellsworth, WI 54011

715.273.5212

AREN’T YOU GLAD YOUR
MOTHER WAS PRO-LIFE?
PREGNANT? ALWAYS FREE & CONFIDENTIAL

optionsforwomenrf@outlook.com • 715-425-8539
Member SIPC

Sponsored by St. John and St Joseph Parishioners

PLUM CITY
FOOD PANTRY

Milliren Custom
Crop Service

(715) 647 2191

W7966 County Road Z
Arkansaw, WI 54721

Tom & Sue

301 1st St, Plum City, WI 54761
DONATIONS OF CASH GO THE FURTHEST

715-495-6597

Consider in your giving plan this year.

tstssmil@nelson-tel.net

$1 dollar of cash buys $4 worth of food.

Holmstadt
Collision &
Restoration

PRECISE CONRETE
WALLS, INC.
Serving the Area Since 1978

RON LONGSDORF
(715) 647-4083
Plum City
preciseconcrete@centurytel.net

HEIKE
PHARMACY
Complete Prescription Service
Free Mailing

Phone 715-672-5202
Toll Free 888-672-5202
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Tim Holmstadt

PO Box 632 Stockholm, WI 715-442-4364

Plum City Hardware, Inc.

715-647-2713

Serving Plum City area since 1948

Become a Knight

OUR RATES ARE GREAT. CALL US FOR A QUOTE.

SOREN SVEDVIK
LEE SKOG

N2477 50th Street
Plum City

715-448-3174
715-273-4261

715-308-8633

holmstadthcr@yahoo.com

SERVING PIECE PEPIN DUNN ST CROIX BUFFALO EAU CLAIRE

Plum City/Arkansaw

Knights of Columbus

Durand
(715) 672-5691

715 781-4580

www.rhielfuneralhome.com

Contact Pete Helmueller, Grand Knight

Bauer Plumbing &
Septic Service, Inc.

Building a New Home or Remodeling!!

Need a Perk or Septic System?
Perk Test • New Plumbing
In-Floor Heating
Sewer Camera Service
Septic Repair & Installation
MP #220684

Call Chris Bauer • 715-672-8224

Precast Concrete Specialists

www.wieserconcrete.com
			

800-325-8456
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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