
 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor: Very Reverend Joseph Okine-Quartey  
 

Suzanne Brunner, Housekeeping, St. John the Baptist Rectory 
Dave Drier, Maintenance Director, St. Joseph 
Gwen Glaus, Housekeeping, St. John the Baptist Church  
Vickie Hartung, Housekeeping, St. Joseph 
Pete Helmueller, Maintenance Director, St. John the Baptist   
Dorothy Kopp, Bookkeeper 
Denise Pelzel, Secretary 
Aletha Pullen, Bulletin Editor 
Robyn Trannel, Director of Religions Education       

PARISH COUNCILS 
St. John the Baptist 
Parish Pastoral Council 
    Connie Ahlers, Kevin Coulson, Peggy Gilles, Gwen 
    Glaus, Sarah Hinrichs, Steve King, Dianne Lecheler,  
    Terry Pelzel, Mike Rhiel, Audrey Ryan, Jacqui Steele, 
     and *Dan Wieser (Chair) 
Parish Finance Council 
    Lawrence Bechel, Marie Berger, Jeff Bergmann (Chair), 
    *Todd Glaus, and Deb Radle       

St. Joseph 
Parish Pastoral Council 
    Dave Anibas, Brad Bauer, Bud Bauer,  
    David Drier (Chair), Gerald Leiffring,  
    Linda Leiffring, Howard Martin, and Dennis Milliren 
Parish Finance Council 
    *Jeff Brunner, *Dale Klein (Chair), and Sue Milliren 
 

*Corporate Board Members 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Central Office, Rectory, and   
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

212 Church Road, Plum City, 54761 
11stjohn@centurylink.net 

Office: 715-647-2901 | Rectory: 715-647-2301 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
W7805 County Road Z, Arkansaw, WI, 54721 

saintjoseph@nelson-tel.net  
 

 
 

Bulletin Announcements  
bulletin-editor@centurylink.net 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday Noon 

St. John the Baptist Parish, Plum City, WI 
St. Joseph Parish, Arkansaw, WI 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020  

Holy Name Society 
Knights of Columbus 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 
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BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

Yvonne Blodgett’s Birthday: 11/29 
Bill Bechel’s Birthday: 12/1 

Follow us on Facebook for Live Stream Masses, Bulletins, and More! 
(The Parishes of St. John the Baptist & St. Joseph) 



WATCH! BE ALERT!  
O come! O come! Emmanuel! Dear friends in Christ, this Sunday marks the first Sunday of Advent. It is the beginning of a new Liturgical year. It is, thus, 
fitting that I wish each and every one of you a happy new year. This Sunday, a new cycle begins in the life of the Church and our individual lives. The 
Liturgical colors change into purple, the Gloria is suspended, the Advent wreath with its four candles is laid, and the entire Church is thrown into a 
preparation mood for the coming of the Lord.  

For over a thousand years, the Advent wreath has been one of the most symbolic and familiar universal symbols of the Advent season. Apart from its 
popularity, it is also rich in meaning. It is circularly woven to signify God’s eternal nature. Just as God has no beginning and no end, such is the ring of the 
God whose coming we anticipate in Advent. Besides, we know that the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning. Christ, thus, is eternal.  He comes to give us eternal life and his love for us is perpetually new and everlasting. He is forever faithful 
(see Lam. 3: 22-23).  

Over the years, it has been the Church’s tradition to use branches from evergreen trees; trees that have the capacity of standing the test of the harshest 
conditions of time; trees that preserve themselves in the midst of the coldest and darkest winter times. This drives home the fact that Christ’s love for us is 
not only faithful but also remains fresh and strong even through the thick and thin of our lives. He is with us in our most trying moments and never at all 
abandons us. 

In many regions of the world, holly and laurel branches are constitutive elements of the Advent wreath. The holly branch with its prickly edges and the 
laurel branch with its age-old symbolism of victory, make clear the fact that even though the coming Saviour would be crowned with thorns and would go 
through suffering, his suffering is never in vain. His suffering is meant to win victory for us over sin and death. He comes as a king to conquer every 
sovereignty and authority so as to subject them under God; and the last enemy to be destroyed is death (1Cor. 15: 25-26). With him then, death is 
defeated and victory is won.   

According to some Christian traditions, four thousand years elapsed between Adam’s fall and the birth of Christ. The four candles of Advent to them, 
therefore, depict that period of waiting between the fall and the coming of Christ. In other traditions, the four candles represent the four centuries that 
elapsed between Malachi and Christ Jesus. Just as our forefathers waited patiently and longingly for the offspring of Eve to crush the head of the serpent; 
and just as others waited from the times of the last prophet to the coming of Christ, so should Christians of today prepare themselves and wait for the 
coming of Christ with patience and eager longing.  

These traditional views notwithstanding, the four candles simply represent the four weeks of Advent. Their light represents Christ himself. Christ is the light 
of the world. It is in Him we live and move and have our being. By his Word we live. In his light we see light. Through his love, expressed especially in the 
Eucharist, we are sustained and our hearts are filled with comfort, as we receive the warmth of his supernatural fire. The Church, therefore, prays as she 
lights these candles that Christ the light of the world may shine in the hearts of all at Christmas so all may see the light on that great day of glory and 
rejoice with Him in our hearts.  

Each candle of the wreath is significant. The first purple candle signifies hope. Thus, on the first Sunday of Advent, we reinforce our hope in the coming 
Savior. The second purple candle symbolizes love. Love is the greatest commandment. Love is the reason for the incarnation. When God so loved the 
world, He sent His only Begotten Son to save us. Christ summed up the Law into the love of God and neighbor and our life in Christ is meaningless if it is 
not lived in the abundance of love. The Savior comes to bring joy to the world and so we prepare to receive him with joy. Joy is thus what the rose candle 
signifies. On Gaudete Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent), as we light the rose candle, we rejoice to share in the joy of the Savior. The final purple candle is a 
symbol of peace. Christ, who is our King, is a king of peace. He comes to establish a kingdom of peace and he is our peace. Fittingly, when at last 
Christmas is here, the Church joyously sings: 

"Peace upon earth!" the angels sang,  
"Goodwill unto men!" the chorus rang, 
"Glory to God!" the Christ has come,  

His bright star shines in the clear blue dome. 

The Church so sings because in Christ’s coming is our peace. His coming propels our joy and gingers our love for God and neighbor. His coming inspires 
our hope. Advent, thus, reminds us that our hope in Christ must draw the peace Christmas brings in our hearts. Peace in our hearts must foment joy; and 
joy must impel us to obey the great commandment of love. Perhaps this is the reason why Christmas raises love and generosity among Christians an 
octave higher and makes everyone naturally loving and kind. 

We light the candles gradually throughout Advent because we know that the Christian life is a journey. Our life is a relationship with Jesus; and it is one 
that stands constantly in need of renewal just as a new candle is lit every Sunday. Our fidelity to Christ in the course of this life’s journey will reinforce our 
hope, increase our love, spread us with his peace, and bring us to the fullness of the joy of his salvation. This does not happen overnight. It takes time, 
patience, and effort. It demands perseverance in prayer and steadfastness in faith.  

As we begin this season of grace, let us watch and be alert, so as to welcome Christ into our hearts. He is eternally faithful in his love and mercy; he 
conquers our sins, frees us from death, illumines our hearts with hope, love, joy, and peace. He is our companion who never abandons us. He is 
Emmanuel. Maranatha! May He come to dwell and remain with us all the days of our lives.  

Have a blessed week 
Fr. Joseph Okine-Quartey  
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MASS SCHEDULE & DAILY READINGS 
  

Monday: November 30 - Feast of St. Andrew the Apostle 
• No Mass 
• Readings: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
 

Tuesday: December 1  
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Bernard & Marie Demuth  
• Readings: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24 
 

Wednesday: December 2 
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Lyle Hofacker  
• Readings: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 
 

Thursday: December 3 - St. Francis Xavier 
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Deacon Hansen  
• Readings: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 & 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/ 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 
  

Friday: December 4 - St. John Damascene 

• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist - Jerry & Vernie Brunner  
• Readings: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
 

Saturday: December 5 
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  All Deceased Parishioners  
• Mass: 4:00 p.m., St. Joseph -  Russell Haigh  
• Readings: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/

Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 

Sunday: December 6 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
• Mass: 8:00 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Tootie Unser  
• Mass: 10:15 a.m., St. John the Baptist - St. John the Baptist & St. 

Joseph Parishioners   
• Readings: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/ 

2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

The Rosary is prayed before Mass 

LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Money Counting 
    Wed., December 2, 9:00 a.m. 
        Pat Pittman, Carol Bechel,  
        & Julie Tschumperlin 
Announcements & Lector 
    Sun., December 6, 8:00 a.m. 
        Blair Bechel 
     Sun., December 6, 10:15 a.m. 
        Jeff Bergmann 
Extraordinary Minister 
     Sun., December 6, 8:00 a.m. 
        Todd Glaus 
     Sun., December 6, 10:15 a.m. 
        Denise Pelzel 
Rosary 
     Sun., December 6, 8:00 a.m. 
        Monica Krings 
     Sun., December 6, 10:15 a.m. 
        Teresa Fedie 

Servers 
     Sun., December 6, 8:00 a.m. 
        Parker Bechel 
     Sun., December 6, 10:15 a.m. 
        The Bergmann Family 
Usher 
     Sun., December 6, 8:00 a.m. 
        Gary Lecheler & Pete 
        Helmueller  
     Sun., December 6, 10:15 a.m. 
        Steve King & Dan Wieser 
 

DIRECTIONS 
• Preheat oven to 350°F. 

• Spray baking dish with non-stick cooking spray; dust lightly with cornmeal (optional). 

• Roll the dough out on a lightly floured surface into a rectangle, about ½ inch thick.  Pat on raw 
hamburger on top of the dough.  Season to taste.  Sprinkle with shredded cheese and bacon. 

• Roll up (as you would cinnamon rolls).  Slice about 1½ inch thick.  Place hamburger rolls in 
the baking dish, spaced apart.  Cover and let rise at room temperature for 30 minutes.   

• Bake for 30 minutes. Enjoy! 

INGREDIENTS 
• 1 loaf frozen bread dough, thaw & rise 
• 1½ pounds ground beef 
• Seasonings to taste 
• 16 oz Shredded cheese  
• 1 pound bacon, cooked & crumbled 

HAMBURGER ROLLS 

With Love from the Kitchen of Sarah Hinrichs 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting for the Plum City/
Arkansaw Knights of Columbus 
Council is this Wednesday, 
December 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in the St. 
John the Baptist School 
Basement.  There will a light meal 
after the meeting.  Prior to the 
meeting the Knights will gather in the 
School Basement at 6:30 
p.m. to pray the rosary, 
all are welcome to join 
the Knights in praying 
the rosary. 

LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOSEPH 

Announcements & Lector 
    Sat., December 5, 4:00 p.m. 
      Terry Pelzel 
Extraordinary Minister 
    Sat., December 5, 4:00 p.m. 
      Don Peterson 

THAT MAN IS YOU 
“That Man Is You” program meets this Friday, 
December 4th from 6:00 a.m. to 7:15 a.m. on the 
first floor of St. John the Baptist’s School Building. The topic for 
week eleven is The Battle Against The Flesh, The World and The 
Devil.  Please wear a mask.  All men are welcome to attend.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Dan Wieser at (715) 279-2152 
or Tom Pullen at (607) 244-3010.  Thanks! 

PCCW BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
If you have not already done so, please return your baby bottle.  
We dearly appreciate your support during pro-life month.  All 
contributions will benefit Options for Women.  God Bless. 

TO THE MARRIED - AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 
Week 1 - Do I REALLY listen to my spouse when they talk to me 
allowing them ample time to share their day?  How many minutes 
a day would you say that you spend time talking/listening one on 
one with your spouse? 



SACRAMENTS 
Confessions (anytime by appointment) 
• Saturdays at 3:15 p.m.: St. Joseph, Arkansaw  
• Friday after 8:30 a.m. Mass to 10:00 a.m.: St. John the Baptist, Plum City  
• Sunday at 7:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.: St. John the Baptist, Plum City 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office when needed. 
 

Rite for the Blessing of a Child in the Womb 
Please contact the Parish Office if you would like this special blessing.  
 

Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment at least one month 
in advance. 
 

Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office for arrangements at least six months prior to  
the intended date. 
 

Hospitalized / Homebound 
Holy Communion to the sick and homebound is on Thursdays & Saturday 
evenings and Sundays after Masses.  Please contact the Parish Office for 
arrangements to be made. 
 

Funerals 
Please contact the Parish Office before making arrangements. 

GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING MASS  
• Obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains dispensed until 

further notice.  

• If you are experiencing a fever or flu-like symptoms, please 
stay at home and use television/social media to participate. 

• Each Mass attendance will be limited to 25% occupancy to 
keep with social distancing guidelines.  

• We will have the sign up for Mass process each week until 
we can open up fully.  For St. John the Baptist, please call 
Denise at 715-495-4883 or Peggy at 715-495-3199.  For 
St. Joseph, please call Linda Leffring at (715) 285-5265 or 
Vickie Hartung at (715) 285-5219.    

• Please arrive 15 minutes early to be seated by the ushers. 

We are blessed by the continued support of our advertisers.  
We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulletin every week 
without them. We would appreciate it if parishioners would 
reciprocate their generosity by patronizing their goods and 

services.  Thank you!! 

 ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISHIONERS 
Social Justice Committee News 
The Social Justice Committee is looking to work with our local 
Plum City Care Center and Assisted Living facility to help 
brighten the day for residents and workers during the COVID 
pandemic.  As you may or may not know, this is a difficult time 
for both residents, who cannot have visitors, and for workers, 
who are the only family/friends the residents get to interact 
with daily.   We are looking to make fleece blankets for the 
residents to brighten up their rooms and possibly take a meal 
for the workers.   If you have questions, would like to donate 
money toward a blanket or make a fleece blanket,  please feel 
free to contact Joyce Berger (715-495-6018 phone or text) or 
Irene Helmueller (715-781-4466).    Our goal would be to 
provide the blankets and meal to the facility late November/
early December.  Thank you.  

POPE FRANCIS’ MONTHLY INTENTION 
November: Artificial Intelligence       
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may 
always serve humankind.   

ACTION 

Listen carefully to the words of the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass.  

FAMILY PRAYER 

Jesus, help us to pay attention to Your words and teachings. 
Help us to follow You always. Amen. 

ABOUT THE GOSPEL 

No one knows when Jesus will come back, but 
we will see Him face-to-face someday. As we 
eagerly await Christmas and the celebration of Jesus’ birth, 
we remember that we should always be waiting for Jesus. 

When you are waiting for something, how do you fill 
the time? 

ADVENT FOR ADULTS 

Week 1 - November 29th 

St. Joseph: The Man Selected 
by God to be Closest to Mary 

and to Jesus.  

- Msgr. Joseph Diermeier 

 

View presentation at:  diolc.org/advent 

1ST SUNDAY OF AVENT - BE ALERT! 

Sign up at:  dynamiccatholic.com/advent/best-advent-ever.html 
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Results
Lonnie Larson 

Licensed in MN & WI
Cell: (651) 208-1439 

Lonnie@LonnieLarson.com 
www.LonnieLarson.com

Each office Independently Owned and Operated

JOANNE HINES AGENCY, INC.

Joanne M Hines, Agent 
450 E Wall St Ellsworth, WI 54011 

715.273.5212

Ave Maria Academy & 
Little Lamb Preschool

208 Church Rd, Plum City, WI

3 year old preschool - 8th grade

(715) 647-4630
avemariaacademy@centurytel.net

www.avemariaacademypc.org
130 Pine Ave, Plum City, WI 54761
715-647-2554 | jmwatkinsmeats.com

Become a Knight 
Contact Pete Helmueller, Grand Knight

Plum City/Arkansaw 
Knights of Columbus 

715 781-4580

Durand
(715) 672-5691
www.rhielfuneralhome.com

 

Precast Concrete Specialists

 www.wieserconcrete.com 800-325-8456

Designs
By Dianne

715-647-5050
• Fabric & Quilting Supplies

• Custom Machine Quilting • Maple Syrup

408 1st St., Plum City, WI 54761
designsbydianne50@gmail.com

www.diannelecheler.wixsite.com/designsbydianne

Plum City Hardware, Inc.
715-647-2713

Serving Plum City area since 1948

PRECISE CONRETE 
WALLS, INC.

Serving the Area Since 1978
RON LONGSDORF

(715) 647-4083 
Plum City

preciseconcrete@centurytel.net

Custom Homes, Post Frame Buildings,  
Ag Buildings, Light Commercial 

(715) 672-8496
glausbrothers.com

Bauer Plumbing & 
Septic Service, Inc.

Building a New Home or Remodeling!!
Need a Perk or Septic System?

Perk Test • New Plumbing 
In-Floor Heating 
Sewer Camera Service 
Septic Repair & Installation 
MP #220684

Call Chris Bauer • 715-672-8224

Holmstadt 
Collision & 
Restoration
Tim Holmstadt
N2477 50th Street 
Plum City

715-308-8633 
holmstadthcr@yahoo.com

AREN’T YOU GLAD YOUR
MOTHER WAS PRO-LIFE?

PREGNANT? ALWAYS FREE & CONFIDENTIAL

optionsforwomenrf@outlook.com • 715-425-8539
Sponsored by St. John and St Joseph Parishioners

HEIKE 
PHARMACY
Complete Prescription Service 

Free Mailing

Phone 715-672-5202
Toll Free 888-672-5202
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Restaurant/Bar/Banquet Facility
Hours: Tues-Thurs 7am-9pm

Fri-Sat 7am-10pm 
Sun: 8am-8pm 

www.mollysplumcity.com

Milliren Custom 
Crop Service

Tom & Sue
W7966 County Road Z 

Arkansaw, WI 54721

715-495-6597
tstssmil@nelson-tel.net

PO Box 632 Stockholm, WI     715-442-4364
OUR RATES ARE GREAT. CALL US FOR A QUOTE.

SOREN SVEDVIK 715-448-3174
LEE SKOG 715-273-4261
SERVING PIECE PEPIN DUNN ST CROIX BUFFALO EAU CLAIRE

Jason Johnson 
Financial Advisor

503 Broadway St S Suite 50 
Menomonie, WI 54751-3092 
Bus. 715-235-1435 
jason.m.johnson@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com/jason-m-johnson

Member SIPC

PLUM CITY PLUM CITY 
FOOD PANTRYFOOD PANTRY
301 1st St, Plum City, WI 54761

(715) 647 2191(715) 647 2191
DONATIONS OF CASH GO THE FURTHEST 

$1 dollar of cash buys $4 worth of food. 
Consider in your giving plan this year.

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858


