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THE IDEAL FAMILY
Dear friends in Christ, this Sunday is Holy Family Sunday and we celebrate Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph as the model as well as the source of strength and inspiration for all families. I wish,
therefore, to offer all families in our parishes up to the Holy Family. My prayer is that the Lord will
bless your families abundantly and grant you sufficient graces to remain faithfully in your familial
commitments. I pray earnestly for the family in crisis and solicit heavenly peace for the family that is
struggling with hardships and misunderstandings. For the family that cannot make ends meet, I ask
for some divine intervention. May the family that continues to grieve the loss of a dear one be
consoled by the Son of God who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus. May the Son of the Holy
Family grant all families his celestial gifts and divine protection; and as we delight in his mysteries,
may he grant every family the joy of true peace.
Today’s family has suffered and continues to suffer many setbacks. Various observations of the family reveal that among others, antiChristian culture, divorce, busyness, absence of father figure, lack of discipline, financial pressures, communication breakdown,
negative media influences, imbalance of work and family, and materialism militate against the sanity of the family. There is hardly any
family that has not been hit in one way or the other by some of these family stressors. It is for this reason that I find the Holy Family
Feast very relevant. It allows us to evaluate our homes in light of the Holy Family portrait. It drives us to pause to examine how we
seek God as a family, how we walk with God, how we grow in holiness, and how we strengthen our bond of unity and love.
A cursory look at the life story of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph reveals that though an ordinary and a poor Jewish family, theirs stood and
still stands above all families. The trio was outstanding in holiness, honesty, mutual understanding, and reciprocal acceptance. They
lived in such great love that in little things their charity was never fractured and in big mishaps there was no division in their hearts.
Take a look at St. Joseph, even when it was obvious that his wife must have defiled their marital bed and gotten herself pregnant,
Joseph, the righteous man, deliberated on his censures and judgments. Though his wife was under suspicion to have offended,
Joseph was ready to hope for the best for her. Just man as he was, Joseph was ready to obey the law by putting her away, yet he
was resolved to do so without any fanfare. He was determined to manage his legal censures privately without any noise. He would not
fly the flag at full mast to detest the seeming infidelity in his wife. He thereby showed her mercy as God would and forgave her like one
who had himself been forgiven much. In this act, St. Joseph demonstrated himself as a patient, gentle sensitive man, whose
compassion and mercy made him love his wife so much as to be unwilling to expose her to public shame or disgrace. He was that holy
man who heeded the voice of God and in great commitment, yielded to everything God asked of him.
Mary was a dedicated God-fearing mother. Living in the commercial environment of Nazareth, she would not allow the materialism and
the profiteering spirit of the day to taint her soul. She preserved herself and so cooperated with God’s grace that she became the
instrument through which the Son of God would be incarnated. She was a woman of prayer, who had a great sense of gratitude. In her
Magnificat, she demonstrated great appreciation to God for doing great things for her. She even showed appreciation for what God
had done in the lives of the poor. Together with Joseph, she would bring the child to be presented in the temple. They would escape to
Egypt for the child’s safety. They would introduce the child to religious functions and when he was lost after the Passover they would
walk in search of him for three days. Her maternal love firmly and decisively followed her son every step of the way. Her mother’s tears
followed her son on the way to the Cross. Even when he died a shameful death, she stood by him.
Jesus, we are told, lived in obedience to his parents. I want to believe he never whined when he had to follow his parents to Jerusalem
as a child. He diligently learned the trade of Joseph and in the conducive familial environment created by Mary and Joseph, grew in
wisdom and stature, and favor with God and men.
Dear friends, we know too well that Jesus is the Son of God, Mary is full of grace, and Joseph is a just man, and we cannot regard
equality with the family they constituted as something to be exploited. Nevertheless, their family presents all families eternal models
worthy of emulation. Love was their binding force. Total trust, and self-abandonment to the Divine was their hallmark. Obedience to
God and his law was their habit. The ardent practice of their faith and faithful observance of religious beliefs and practices constituted
their staff. Prayer and meditation were their daily bread. With hard work and collaborative parenting, they watched their son grow in
wisdom and stature, whiles the favor of God and men remained with him. Theirs indeed was an ideal family. Should all families walk in
the shoes of this special family, peace would prevail in our hearts and homes; and the world would a better place to live in.
Happy family day
Fr. Joseph Okine-Quartey
TO THE MARRIED - AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
Week 5 - How much help do I offer them and do around the
house to lighten their load?
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MASS SCHEDULE & DAILY READINGS
Monday: December 28 - The Holy Innocents
• No Mass
• Readings: 1 Jn 1:5-2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday: December 29 - St. Thomas Becket
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist - Bernom & Gertrude King Family
• Readings: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: December 30
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Lavern White
• Readings: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40
Thursday: December 31 - St. Sylvester I
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Clarence & Loretta Jilk
• Mass: 4:00 p.m., St. Joseph -  Gerald Nelson
• Readings: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18
Friday: January 1 - Mary, The Holy Mother of God
• Mass: 9:00 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Carl, Agnes, &
Raymond Berger
• Readings: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Saturday: January 2 - Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
• Mass: 8:30 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Anna Agyeman
• Mass: 4:00 p.m., St. Joseph -  Bernard & Darlene Milliren
• Readings: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28
Sunday: January 3 - The Epiphany of the Lord
• Mass: 8:00 a.m., St. John the Baptist -  Loren Glaus & Shelly
Glaus-Lehman
• Mass: 10:15 a.m., St. John the Baptist - St. John the Baptist & St.
Joseph Parishioners
• Readings: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
The Rosary is prayed before Mass
PRAYER WARRIORS
If you would like to offer prayers for those who are in need or are
aware of someone who needs prayers please contact the Parish
Office or send an email to prayer.warrior.st.john@gmail.com.

LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
Money Counting
Rosary
Wed., December 30, 9:00 a.m.
Sun., January 3, 8:00 a.m.
Denise Pelzel, Verna Weiss,
Volunteer Needed
& Terry Pelzel
Sun., January 3, 10:15 a.m.
Announcements & Lector
Teresa Fedie
Sun., January 3, 8:00 a.m.
Usher
Marie Berger
Sun., January 3, 8:00 a.m.
Sun., January 3, 10:15 a.m.
Pete Helmueller & Chad Steele
Steve Carlson
Sun., January 3, 10:15 a.m.
Extraordinary Minister
Terry Pelzel & Steve King
Sun., January 3, 8:00 a.m.
Joyce Berger
Sun., January 3, 10:15 a.m.
Ramona Schneider
LITURGICAL ROLES: ST. JOSEPH

Announcements & Lector
Sat., January 2, 4:00 p.m.
Terry Pelzel

CHRISTMAS GIFT FROM THE PARISH
There are more books available from Christmas Masses. If you
didn’t receive a book or know of someone that would like one, you
can pick up a book(s) at any of the entrances to the Church at St.
Joseph and St. John the Baptist Parishes. This year there are two
books: I Heard God Laugh (A practical guide
to life’s essential daily habit & the prayer
process) by Matthew Kelly and Do Something
Beautiful for God (Short daily reflections for
each day of the year) by Mother Teresa.

POPE FRANCIS’ MONTHLY INTENTION
December: For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.

CHOCOLATE MARSHMALLOW TREATS
DIRECTIONS
• Melt the butter and chocolate in a pan over low heat. Cool slightly.
•

Combine egg, powdered sugar, and vanilla extract. Stir in chocolate mixture.

•

Stir in the chopped nuts and the marshmallows.

•

Extraordinary Minister
Sat., January 2, 4:00 p.m.
Jeff Brunner

Divide the cooled mixture into two even portions and form into a long roll. Coat
the rolls with the coconut, using the wax paper to roll them back and forth.

•

Wrap the rolls in waxed paper and then again in plastic wrap. Chill in freezer.

•

To serve, defrost and cut into slices that are around 1/3 of an inch thick.

INGREDIENTS
• 2 oz semi-sweet chocolate
• 2 tbsp butter
• 1 egg
• 1 cup powdered sugar
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 1 cup nuts, chopped
• 1-10.5 oz package small
colored marshmallows
• 1 cup sweetened
coconut flakes

With Love from the Kitchen of Ramona Schneider
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
We in the Mission Office want to thank you for being a source
of hope in a world affected by the pandemic of illness and
unrest. As a result of World Mission Sunday, St. John the
Baptist and St. Joseph’s Parishes have helped to support the
work of missionaries who foster hope and bring assistance.
May God bless you for your financial contributions of
$5,937.25 and $445.00, respectively, and all your prayers.
We will forward the total to the national Society for the
Propagation of Faith office. Your collective gifts will support
projects that build God’s kingdom in our midst. Thank you!
CHRIST OUR CORNERSTONE
Recently, our Cathedral parish of St. Joseph the Workman in
La Crosse announced a historic campaign to repair and
restore our magnificent Cathedral. This historic landmark is
the cornerstone of our diocese. It is at the Cathedral that our
Priests and Deacons are ordained. From there they are sent to
bring Christ’s mission and their ministry to serve across our
entire diocese. At the annual Chrism Mass, the holy oils are
blessed and the chrism consecrated to be sent and used in all
of our parishes for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and the Anointing of the Sick. You see, while the Cathedral
may be located in the city of La Crosse, its impact is diocesan
wide. As Christ is the cornerstone of our faith, our Cathedral is
the cornerstone of our diocese.
This campaign, aptly named, Christ Our Cornerstone, will reach
diocesan wide. In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more
details with you about the campaign and the exciting opportunity
before us. We invite you to begin prayerfully reflecting on your
personal response to the call from our Mother Church.
NEW YEARS MASSES
St. Joseph: December 31st at 4:00 p.m.
St. John’s: January 1st at 9:00 a.m.
We will have sign up for each of these Masses with
an attendance of 25 people at St. Joseph’s and 60 people at each
Mass at St. John the Baptist. To attend Mass at St. Joseph’s,
please call Linda Lieffring at 715-285-5285 or Vickie Hartung at
715-285-5219. To attend Mass at St. John the Baptist, please
call Denise at 715-495-4883 or Peggy at 715-495-3199.
YEAR END GIVING
Please note, due to IRS tax laws, all contributions for 2020
must be received by Thursday, 12/31/2020. Any mailed
contributions must be postmarked by 12/31/2020 in order to
be reported for 2020 contributions. Any envelopes received in
2020 will be counted for 2020. Thank you for the continued
support of our parishes.
THAT MAN IS YOU
“That Man Is You” will NOT meet this week.
Our program will resume on January 8th. If
you have any questions, please contact Dan Wieser at (715)
279-2152 or Tom Pullen at (607) 244-3010.

We are blessed to have
the students at the Ave
Maria Academy for
neighbors!! Thank you for
helping us decorate our
Church for Christmas!
ABOUT THE GOSPEL
Jesus is here! Finally, after all the waiting and
preparation, our Savior is here. The Gospel
says that it is a time of great joy. The shepherds run to see
the Baby Jesus and to discover this joy.
IN CHURCH
Spend a few minutes in front of the Nativity scene at church.
Notice the ways it is different from the one you may have at
home. Where are the wise men?
FAMILY PRAYER
Today, we remember Jesus’ birth. Please be born in our
hearts today, Lord. Amen.
How is Jesus a gift in your life?
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Results
Lonnie Larson

Custom Homes, Post Frame Buildings,
Ag Buildings, Light Commercial

Licensed in MN & WI
Cell: (651) 208-1439
Lonnie@LonnieLarson.com
www.LonnieLarson.com

(715) 672-8496
glausbrothers.com

Each office Independently Owned and Operated

PO Box 632 Stockholm, WI 715-442-4364
OUR RATES ARE GREAT. CALL US FOR A QUOTE.

SOREN SVEDVIK
LEE SKOG

715-448-3174
715-273-4261

SERVING PIECE PEPIN DUNN ST CROIX BUFFALO EAU CLAIRE

Ave Maria Academy &
Little Lamb Preschool
208 Church Rd, Plum City, WI

JOANNE HINES AGENCY, INC.

3 year old preschool - 8th grade

(715) 647-4630
130 Pine Ave, Plum City, WI 54761
715-647-2554 | jmwatkinsmeats.com

Joanne M Hines, Agent
450 E Wall St Ellsworth, WI 54011

avemariaacademy@centurytel.net

715.273.5212

www.avemariaacademypc.org

AREN’T YOU GLAD YOUR
MOTHER WAS PRO-LIFE?
PREGNANT? ALWAYS FREE & CONFIDENTIAL

optionsforwomenrf@outlook.com • 715-425-8539
Sponsored by St. John and St Joseph Parishioners

Milliren Custom
Crop Service
Tom & Sue
W7966 County Road Z
Arkansaw, WI 54721

715-495-6597
tstssmil@nelson-tel.net

Holmstadt
Collision &
Restoration

PRECISE CONRETE
WALLS, INC.
Serving the Area Since 1978

RON LONGSDORF
(715) 647-4083
Plum City
preciseconcrete@centurytel.net

HEIKE
PHARMACY
Complete Prescription Service
Free Mailing

Phone 715-672-5202
Toll Free 888-672-5202
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service

Tim Holmstadt

Plum City Hardware, Inc.

N2477 50th Street
Plum City

715-647-2713

715-308-8633

Serving Plum City area since 1948

holmstadthcr@yahoo.com

Become a Knight

Contact Pete Helmueller, Grand Knight

Plum City/Arkansaw

Knights of Columbus

Contact Jennifer Pelletier to place an ad today!
jpelletier@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5891

715 781-4580

Durand
(715) 672-5691
www.rhielfuneralhome.com

Bauer Plumbing &
Septic Service, Inc.

Building a New Home or Remodeling!!

Need a Perk or Septic System?
Perk Test • New Plumbing
In-Floor Heating
Sewer Camera Service
Septic Repair & Installation
MP #220684

Call Chris Bauer • 715-672-8224

Precast Concrete Specialists

www.wieserconcrete.com
			

800-325-8456
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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