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 Church of St. Anthony, Watkins / Assumption Church, Eden Valley
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Twinned Parish News

Solemnity of Mary Mass There will 

be Mass on Saturday, January 1
st
 for the 

Solemnity of Mary at 9AM at Assumption. 

No 4PM Saturday Mass 

Due to the Christmas Holiday there will be 

no 4PM Mass at Assumption on Saturday, 

December 25
th
.

Are you interested in the 

Hospitality Ministry? Are you 

interested in welcoming people and building 

community in our parishes? Do you like to 

meet many people? Hospitality is a powerful 

healing ministry! If you'd like to be part of 

this ministry, please contact the office or 

Becky Haag. Both parishes' groups will be 

meeting on Thursday, January 13th at 

7:30PM in Assumption Church. 

Life, Relationships, and the 

Pursuit of Authentic Love

Wednesday February 2nd from 6:30-8:30pm 

the Church of St. Anthony will be hosting a 

speaker event for teens and adults. The 

event is free and anyone is welcome to 

attend. However, attendance is required for 

7th-11th graders in the St. 

Anthony/Assumption Faith Formation 

programs and their parents. 

11th Gr. Confirmation Class 

The next Confirmation Class for 11th graders 

with their parent/s is on Wednesday, Jan. 

19th, 6:30 pm-7:45 pm at Assumption.

From Father: 

I would like to thank all those who sent 

Christmas cards, gifts, prayers or well wishes 

to me.  May God bless you for your kindness.  

I wish that I could thank each one of you in 

a more personal way, but know that I am 

very grateful and you will be in my prayers 

in a special way.  Christmas blessings, Father 

Aaron

Dual Bulletin 

The bulletin for this weekend covers both 

the Christmas Masses and the Sunday Mass 

for the Feast of the Holy Family. In other 

words, the bulletin on Sunday will be the 

same as the Christmas bulletin. 

A Message from Father Aaron

The Good News of Great Joy 

Dear Friends,

 We celebrate the most wonderful Solemnity of the 

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ today, Christmas Day!  This 

celebration is the Good News of great joy because Our God 

has come down to earth to dwell with the people He loves 

to show them the way back to their Heavenly Homeland. 

As God had foretold through the prophets, He sent us the 

sign of His care for the world, sinful and wandering as it 

was. “And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” (Lk 

2:12) As we take time to gaze in wonder at the beautiful 

manger scene, we might ponder how Our Almighty God 

chose to become the most weak and vulnerable of us all so 

that we might learn to love the Him in return. The Good 

News is that God spares nothing in order to offer salvation 

to His people, not even His own Son.

 The Good News is that God is the light for the darkness 

of the world. Christ came to be a light in the darkness of 

division, conflict, oppression, addiction, despair, anger and 

sin. He came not just to contrast the darkness but to defeat 

it, and offer all people bright hope and new life in Himself. 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 

shone.” (Is 9:1) Our Savior Jesus is the light for all nations 

and people of the world.  

 My heart is filled with gratitude for this great celebration 

of Christ’s birth and the spirit that it brings.  I believe the 

Holy Spirit is very active during the days of the Christmas 

Octave, as He warms the hearts of believers as well as 

non-believers. Let us also keep in prayer those are heavy-

hearted or grieving souls who find the Holiday Season 

difficult.  

 I am ever grateful, as well, for the spirit of generosity 

that is displayed in the works of many people.  Although I 

will never cover it all, I would like to thank all the musicians, 

cantors and both choirs for their extra preparation, giving 

glory to God through song.  A great thank you, as well, to 

our dedicated sacristans, decorators, the sharp-dressed 

ushers, lectors and ministers at Mass.  Also, a great thank 

you goes out to our dedicated parish staff, and my brother 

priests who offer themselves for extra confessions.  Finally, 

a great word of thanks goes out to all volunteers who have 

given their time, talents and treasure!  Thank you all, and 

may God bless you abundantly in Christmas peace and joy!  

                                          Merry Christmas!

                           Father Aaron
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Wednesday, December 29: 

5:45 PM Mass: † Adrian Nohner 

Friday, December 31: 

7:00 AM Mass: † Dolores Braun

Saturday, January 1:

9:00 AM Mass: People of the Parishes

4:00 PM Mass: † Peter Gruenes

Sunday, January 2:

8:00 AM Mass: People of the Parishes 
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-Saturday, January 1, 4PM:

Lector: Deb Huschle

Extraordinary Minister of 

Communion: Jody Bauer

Rosary Leader: Helen Theis

Hospitality: Jerry Arnold & 

                     Molly Zimmerman      

-Sunday, January 2 8AM:

Lector: Linda Thielen 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Communion: Donna Bischof

Rosary Leader: Theresa Branstner

Homebound: Colleen & Gary Sogge

Hospitality: Dan & Kim Mead    
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Faithfully Building Our Future

Building Project (as of 12/6/21)

Revised Total Project Cost               

Total Expenses Paid      

Remaining Expenses

Current Loan Amount    

Total Outstanding Expenses     

Less Cash on Hand

Additional Funds Needed

Outstanding Pledges         

 $2,149,606.98

–$2,091,654.40

$57,952.57

+  $82,849.80

$140,802.37

  -    $41,888.51

$98,913.86

$82,911.77

Adoration Announcement The Eucharistic Adoration chapel will 

close at 7 a.m on Friday on the 24th, and it will close again at 7 a.m. on 

Friday the 31st.

Annual Guild Meeting On January 2nd, 7 pm we will have the year 

end Guild meeting. This is a meeting for all members of the Guild in 

Assumption parish to be more involved and learn more about the church. 

We will be reviewing several topics, assigning new chiars/co-chairs for 

each group if that hasn't already been done and also nominating our new 

vice president and secretary. Please consider attending. May God fill your 

life with love, joy and peace this holiday season. Jenni Scherer Guild 

President.

Lector & Eucharistic Ministers Schedules The next lector and 

Eucharistic ministers schedules are now available in the back of church 

and on the parish website under “schedules”. Thank you to everyone 

who helps out with all these ministries!

Bake Sale Thank You Thank you to everyone who stepped up to help 

with the Christmas Bake Sale last weekend. It was a joy-filled time coming 

together and making Christmas goodies to support our cause. Thank you 

to those who helped prep ahead of time, those that brought items ready 

to sell, those that helped after the Masses selling, to the youth that helped 

assemble, decorate, package and set up, and to all those who bought a 

tasty treat! All proceeds will be used to support Alejandro (our sponsored 

Mexican Orphan), the food shelf, and other local needs in the community. 

Homebound Ministry If anyone would like the Eucharist brought to 

them please call Rose Becker at 453-7496 or 223-3696.

Looking for Religious Education Subs Are you 'sometimes' 

available to sub in for teachers and teacher's aides in the religion 

program? We need subs for Tuesdays during the day, Wednesday nights, 

and Thursdays during the day. Please call or email Bonnie in the Faith 

Formation office at 453-5765 / evwcatholic@gmail.com if interested. 
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December 12, 2021

Adult Env 

Loose 

Christmas

Bazaar

Votive

Total

Total Monthly Auto Transfers: $2305

1719.00

45.00

100.00

125.00

     38.49

$2027.49

Open House! There will 

be an open house 

Christmas celebration 

on December 30th from 

4-8 PM at the Assumption rectory. Please come 

and go anytime during these hours. No gifts 

please, just come an enjoy the Christmas season 

together! All are welcome!



2022 Cabin Fever Reliever 

Tickets for the next Cabin Fever Reliever on February 12th are now on 

sale! The cost is $50 per person, which includes a dinner and show. 

Tickets will be sold after Sunday Masses and are also available at Citizens 

Bank, the parish office, or by calling/texting Kathy Kramer at 320-224-

6858. We are also looking for donations of high-end auction items and 

also desserts for the meal, wine, gift cards or scratch offs for raffle. The 

proceeds from this event will go to church improvements. 

Knights of Columbus Thank You Thank you to the Knights of 

Columbus St. Damien Council for their recent donation of $350 to the 

religious education program at St. Anthony’s. These funds were raised 

by the Knights at their July hamburger stand. Thank you to the Knights 

and to those who supported them in their hamburger stand this past 

summer!

New CCW Circle Officers 

If you were unable to come to our meeting, you can pick up your 

information on the table in the new addition by the lift. Thank You, Kathy 

Erpelding, CCW co-president

Give the Gift of Food this Christmas Season! 

There is a basket in the back of church (where the giving tree would 

normally be) with envelopes for giving to the food shelf. Thank you for 

helping keep our food shelves available for our local community members 

in need!

Watkins Community Blood Drive

 The American Red Cross is having a blood drive on Tuesday, December 

28, 2021 from 1:00 to 7:00 pm at the St. Anthony’s. To schedule an 

appointment call 1-800-RedCross (1-800-733-2767) or register on-line 

at redcrossblood.org or use the Blood Donor App. Please bring your donor 

card or a photo ID.  Masks will be required.

Looking for Religious Education Subs 

Are you 'sometimes' available to sub in for teachers and teacher's aides 

in the religion program? We need subs on Wednesday nights from 

6:30-7:45pm. Please call or email Nancy in the Faith Formation office at 

453-5765 / evwcatholic@gmail.com if interested.
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Tuesday, December 28: 

9:30 AM Mass: † Wilbert Walz

Thursday, December 30:

8:30 AM Mass:  † Leo Huberty 

Sunday, January  2:

10:00 AM Mass: † Alvin & Bernice     

                                Meierhofer  
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-Sunday, January 2, 10AM:

Lectors: Chad Dockendorf & Jessie Teicher

Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion: TBD

Mass Servers: TBD

Children’s Liturgy: TBD

Rosary Leader: Ethel Donnay

Hospitality: TBD

Coffee & Rolls: Emily Donnay 
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Thursdays & Saturdays: 9am-12pm

*Closed during funerals

Dec.  26 - Jan. 8: 

Rich & Mary Ann 

Hesse, Andy & Erin 

Hesse, Gerald & 

Luann Hesse and 

Scott & Kayla Hesse 

and families.    

*Call Theresia at 764-7251 to unlock. 

December 12, 2021

Adult Env 

Loose Plate

Youth Env

Votive 

Weekly Auto 

Total 

2710.00

60.00

6.00

65.00       

    595.00

$3436.00

Traveling Chalice & Madonna 

Let’s pray for vocations 

to the priesthood, 

consecrated life and 

holy marriages this 

Christmas season! 

Merry Christmas from 

the Traveling Chalice 

and Madonna team! 

VOCATIONS



Sacraments

Marriage- Couples should contact the parish 

at least 6 months prior to wedding date. 

Baptism-Baptism classes are for parents and 

expecting parents who are seeking baptism that 

haven’t already taken a class. Contact the parish 

office to sign up.  

Confession- times on cover & by appointment

Anointing of the Sick - contact the parish 

office when anointing is needed. 

RCIA- The length of time will be suitable to 

have a significant experience of the parish 

community and to have a greater knowledge 

and love of the Catholic faith. Contact the parish 

office to sign up.

Bulletin Deadline Bulletin announcements 

are due on Tuesdays by noon. 

Community Rosary Night/Potluck: 

Join us for a group rosary on Friday, January 7th 

at 6:00PM at St. Anthony’s. The rosary in church 

will be followed by a potluck! Please bring a dish 

to share!

Women's Group: We will next meet on 

January 8th & 22nd at 7:00-8:30 at St. Anthony’s. 

Assumption Knights of Columbus: 

The 3
rd
 Wednesday of each month at 7PM at the 

Assumption Church 

Men’s Group: Saturdays, 7:30 AM Rosary, 

8-9 AM meeting, at Assumption. Join us for a 

morning of reflection & fellowship.

Remember in Your Prayers… 

Jackie Boulton Family, Theresa Welle, Jeff 

Pauls, the Ertl Family, Alexis Vossen, 

Alizabeth Ludwig, Grace Hohenstein,  June 

Berg., Makayla Kammermeir, Michelle C. 

Isaacs and Carol Braun, the Ley Family, 

Ellen Libbesmeier, the Schindler Family, 

Darcy Erickson, Ron Welle, Jeannie Klehr 

and Gordy.

Youth Night Help 

Looking for an easy way to help with 

the youth nights? We have recently 

started supplying our youth with meals 

during these nights and are looking for 

individuals who would like to help serve, cook, or simply 

bring dessert. Please contact Theresa Branstner @ (320) 

492-1796 if interested.

Steubenville Registration Open! Steubenville is a 

retreat for this year's current 8th-12th graders. We have set 

aside a day before to provide a service project for the youth. 

We are also looking for chaperones as well. Contact Sam at 

evwyouthministry@gmail.com for more information. 

Extreme Faith Camp 

Calling all current 5th-8th graders!!! This summer our 

parishes will have the opportunity to attend Extreme Faith 

Camp, a Catholic summer camp with high adventure 

activities such as zip-lining, swimming, rock climbing, 

archery, etc. along with the Sacraments. Camp will take 

place June 13th-17th and registration will be open Jan 1st 

- Feb 1st. The cost will be $350 per camper with the 

opportunity to eliminate some of this cost through 

participation in Youth Ministry fundraising opportunities. 

Reach out to Nancy in the Faith Formation office 

(evwcatholic@gmail.com) with questions. 

Youth Christmas Party! 

Christmas party for 9-12 graders at Assumption starting at 

6:30 till 8:30 pm on Wednesday, December 29th. Snacks 

and drinks will be provided!

YOUTH 

MINISTRY

Need some help getting some good Catholic content 

from the radio? Ready to try something different? You 

can listen live on the radio or download the mobile 

apps!
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SALZL WELDING & MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICE INC.

Aluminum • Cast • Steel 
Custom Machine Work & Fabrication

50 Years Experience • 320.764-7533
Monday - Friday 8-5 Saturday 8-4

38975 CSAH 17 • Watkins, MN

FABER BUILDING & 
SUPPLIES, INC.

HWY 55 & Central Ave. S.
Watkins, MN

(320) 764-2225

27 Red River Ave. N. 27 Red River Ave. N. 
Cold Spring, MN 56320Cold Spring, MN 56320

320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen320.685.8624 • Paula Hansen

Cold Spring FloralCold Spring FloralCold Spring FloralCold Spring Floral

LOST & FOUND
Religious Books & Gifts 

Home Decor & More
Eden Valley  320.453.5678

B & S Excavating, Inc.
We Specialize in septic systems,

designing, installation and repair.

BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER  
DEMOLITION • LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS  

DRIVEWAYS • HAULING • TILING
Shawn Sheets (320) 248-1499 

Joe Beier (320) 243-3373

KOHNEN’S
Heating • A/C, LLC.

Custom Heating & Cooling Systems • Service • Sales • Installation 
Over 25 Years Experience! 

BOB KOHNEN • Paynesville, MN 
320-597-7191 • Cell: 320-267-0404 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

www.williamsdingmann.com
320-453-3608

Mike Portner	 Eden Valley
Bob Hennen	 320-453-HEAT

RON’S EXCAVATING 
SERVICE

Ron Yanish 
(320) 764-2811 

Eden Valley 
Lumber Company

Some bigger but none better
DAN HAAG, OWNER

Building Materials • Homes, Ag • Light Commercial 
Eden Valley • 453-2360

JIM SCHLANGEN
Richmond | (320)597-2672
Home, Auto, Farm, and Business Insurance

(320) 453-3673(320) 453-3673 
390 State St. N.,
Eden Valley

REFLECTIONS 
MENTAL HEALTH
(320) 249-7144
Lynette (Lyn) Imdieke-Struzyk

Watkins, MN

We Grow Garden Fresh Produce so you don’t 
have to! Sign up for weekly or bi-weekly pick ups.

FreshOn55.com
Just off Hwy 55 West of Eden Valley 

Steve & Jamie Ries 541-420-0272

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers? We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease including cataract 
surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular degeneration, and yes we do routine 
eye exams.

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD 
320.774.3789

  PLUMBING-HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING

320-243-3644
www.vossplumbing.com

CRESTLINER BOATS                          MERCURY

NATHE’S MARINE
& SPORTS CENTER

West Highway 55, Paynesville

320-243-4517
	 DAVE	 BILL	 JON	
	LEGATT	LEGATT	   KOTTEN	
SHOREMASTER	 JOHNSON	 FLOE	

S
K

I D
O

O
E

V
IN

R
U

D
E

170 Meeker Ave. N. 
(320) 764-2600   citizensmn.bank

Boeckman  
Body Shop

Since1960

320-764-5845
Collision Repair

Open: M-F: 8AM - 5PM | Sat: 8AM - 2PM 
State Highway 55 • Eden Valley 

Business: 320-453-2822  
Cell: 320-282-7801

Randy Meierhofer 
REALTOR®
Cell: 320-290-2870 
randymeierhofer@edinarealty.com
www.randymhomes.com

320.393.4888 
www.drscconcrete.com

685-8762
We Service All Makes

Water Conditioning and Iron Removal 

Eden Valley
Veterinary Clinic, llc

Compassionate Care Since 2007
Perry Burros-Lemke, dvm

320-453-2293 
248 Park Ave E, Eden Valley

Hilsgen Bobcat 
Service, Inc.

Kimball 
(320)398-2151
Specializing In Concrete Removal

LAKESIDE ENTERPRISES 
Sales  Service  Repair    Louie Kunkel, Owner 

320-293-3823320-293-3823

10264 County Rd. 8 - Kimball

Valley Inn
AMERICAN RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Happy Hour

198 State St, Eden Valley
320-453-6480 

 Barry’s 

FURNACE & AC
SERVICE & REPAIR

320-296-0902
 L
 L
C

Barry’s

Daily Food & Drink Specials 
Year-round Friday Night Fish Fry

(320) 453-3330 
Eden Valley

Full Bar and Restaurant 
Open Tues - Sunday  11am

Thomas Ehlinger, Agent
Ehlinger & Associates, Inc.

Kimball 320-398-3645

Waite Park 320-251-9141

Ehlinger & Associates Inc 
Thomas Ehlinger, Agent 
Kimball - 320-398-3645

Waite Park - 320-251-9141 

SCHU’SSCHU’S  

PUMPING SERVICE LLC.PUMPING SERVICE LLC.
SCHU’SSCHU’S  

PUMPING SERVICE LLC.PUMPING SERVICE LLC.
Josh Schumacher | 320-298-1154 

Call for All of Your Pumping Needs
59230 360th St • Eden Valley, MN 55329

  267 State. St. S.		  Linda Berg 
EdenValley, MN	 Owner 
 (320) 453-2020	

	
Tues. & Fri. 9am - 5pm • Wed. 1pm - 8pm 
Saturdays & Evenings by Appointment

TRI COUNTY CONCRETE 
& MASONRY LLC
Josh Frenchick, Owner
18 Years Experience • Fully Insured

C: 320.492.7923	 H: 320-548-3615 
triccm15@gmail.com	 St. Martin, MN

Plumbing ,  Hea t ing  &  A/C,  LLC
Residential & Light Commercial

13 Main Street W  •  PO BOX 249  •  Richmond MN 56368
320-597-3200

Project9_Layout 1  9/18/18  12:40 PM  Page 1

Plumbing, Heating & A/C, LLC
 Lic# PM 062916	 Residential & Light Commercial

Richmond 	 320-597-3200 
	 Emergency      320-293-1881

Additional services available:  Hydro jetting services 
Drain cleaning • Free Estimates • Financing options available

Downtown Watkins

MON-SAT 6am-1:30pm 
SUN 7am-1:30pm

SERVING BREAKFAST ALL DAY!

Career Opportunities
with the leading  

manufacturer of innovative  
egg products for pets

IsoNovaTech.com/Careers 
Eden Valley, MN       (320) 453-2395

®

Visit coldspringusa.com/careers 
for current opportunities

Natural Stone Quarrier & Fabricator
Bronze Manufacturer

Our company has been built on 
faith, family, and hard work. 

Be part of a team that believes 
in the work we do, because we 

know it’s meant to last.

DAN MEAD
Windows • Doors • Siding • Decks • Vinyl Flooring • Sheds 

 Painting • Ceramic • Basement • Bath  • Shelving & Organizing

320-260-6042

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today!

gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838


