
What’s up with that? 
Why were poor Gentile 
Christians giving joyfully 
and generously to their 
poor Jewish Christian 
brothers and sisters in 
Jerusalem? What motivates  
that kind of giving? 

We give of our time and talents at 
work, at home, and out in the 
community. We share our money 
with loved ones, contribute to 
charities and causes we believe in, 
and support the work we believe God 
is doing among us and through us at 
Our Saviour’s. 

But what motivates our giving? Are 
there times we give out of obligation 
or guilt?  When does giving feel like a 
joy because it’s something we want to 
do, because we know it brings joy to 
someone or makes a real difference?  
Is our financial giving a routine 
practice like prayer, worship, or 
service to others, that both takes faith 
and grows our faith?  When it is, then 
we give first, “off the top,” rather than 
what might be (and rarely is) leftover. 

The theme of our fall stewardship 
emphasis has been Joyful Generosity!  
We’ve heard about percentage giving 
as a helpful way to think about our 
financial offerings.  It’s a kind of 
equalizer that can represent what 
we’re capable of giving, regardless of 
income level.  We’ve heard about 
growing toward tithing (giving 10% of 
income) that can be a joyful “want to” 
rather than a legalistic “have to!” 

Will you take the joyful challenge to 

grow towards tithing like that family 

with four young children did in one of 

my recent churches? (Listen online to 

my Oct. 13 sermon.) Are you interested 

in testing your faith and growing it?  

Do you want to support what God can 

do in and through Our Saviour’s? Are 

you grateful for how you’ve been 

blessed and want to pass those 

blessings on? 

(Continued on page 2) 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Communion Instruction 

This interactive 
class is open to 
any age.  

Details page 4...  
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Seeds of  FAITH 

Turkey Basket Collection 

Help fill Thanksgiv-
ing baskets for the 
NACE Food Shelf. 

Details page 4... 

November Highlights 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Sun., November 3  

New Member Class 
Sun., November 3                      page 5 

StoryWalk A Snowy Owl Story 
Through November 3              page 4 

Turkey Basket Collection 
Through November 6               page 4 

Seasoned Adult Ministry Event 
Fri., November 8                       page 5 

Communion Instruction 
Sat., November 9              page 4 

Military Care Package Assembly 
Sun., November 24                   page 5 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Wed., November 27                page 1 

Seasoned Adult Ministry 

Join the group for soup 
potluck and a weaving 
demonstration.  

Details page 5... 

Take the Joyful Challenge 

A Publication 

of Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, November 27, 6:30 p.m.  

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to worship,  
giving thanks to God for all good things! Enjoy pie 

and conversation following worship. Please bring  
a pie to share with your church family.  

A Message from Interim Pastor Bruce Arnevik 

he apostle Paul led a major 

appeal among the Gentile 

churches to collect money for 

the Jewish church in Jerusalem.  

Why?  Because the Jewish church in 

Jerusalem was poor and needed 

help.  He wrote, We want you to 

know, brothers and sisters, about the 

grace of God that has been granted to the 

churches of Macedonia;  for during a 

severe ordeal of affliction, their 

abundant joy and their extreme poverty 

have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. (2 Cor. 8:1-2).   
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Paul wrote:  Each of you must give as 

you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7) 

You’re invited to prayerfully “make 

up your mind” about your offering 

to Our Saviour’s in 2020.  If you 

wish, there will be an opportunity 

for you to bring a 2020 Estimate of 

Giving card forward during worship 

on Sunday, November 3 as you 

come forward for communion. I plan 

on doing this. 

You don’t have to do anything.  But 

what do you want to do…joyfully 

and generously? 

 ~Pr. Bruce Arnevik,  

    Interim Senior Pastor   

(Continued from page 1) Worship with Us 

Sundays 
8:30 a.m.—Traditional Worship 
10:00 a.m.—Contemporary Worship 

Wednesdays  
7:00-7:30 p.m. Revelation Worship 

Can’t make it to worship?  
On Fridays following Sunday’s wor-
ship service, sermons are available for 
download at oursaviourslc.org, and 
DVDs of the worship service are avail-
able at the Reception Desk. 

 

Published by:  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  
19001 Jackson St. NE 
East Bethel, MN 55011 

Office Hours: 

Mon.–Thurs.: 8:30 am–4:30 pm   
Fri: 8:30 am–3:00 pm; 
Sat.: 9:00 am–12:00 pm 
Sun.: 7:30 am–12:00 pm 

Submit articles to:  

Jan Green, jgreen@oursaviourslc.org 
by the 8th of the month for publica-
tion in the following month’s issue.  

Printed by:  

Liturgical Publications Incorpo-
rated 

Blue Christmas Worship 
Thursday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.  at the Chapel in Ham Lake 

At Our Saviour’s, we realize that the holidays can be difficult for many. If you 
have experienced the death of a loved one, a divorce, loss of health or job, take 
this opportunity to gather with others who are struggling and hungering for the 
gift of the Christ-child's promise of new life. The light of Christ shines in the 
darkness. Come and see. 

OSLC Kids Christmas Program: Christmas Carol Special Report 

Sun., Dec. 8, at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.; Wed., Dec. 12, at 7:00 p.m. 

Join the children of Our Saviour's for this memorable worship service. The 
children will bring to life what it means to be a part of God’s family tree and the 
importance of sharing His love with others. Come to celebrate the kids of 
OSLC. Come to worship together. Come to be reminded of God's love. Come!  

Christmas Eve Worship Tues., December 24 
Communion served at all services 

12:30 p.m. Band-led Christmas Worship 
2:30 and 4:30 p.m. Christmas Worship  
9:00 p.m. Christmas Candlelight Worship  

Christmas Day Worship Wed., December 25 
8:30 a.m. at the Chapel in Ham Lake 

Life Events 

Baptism 
October 13, 2019 
Lorrin Michelle Beebe 

Naming the Saints 
Shannon Wisen  
Wanda Koski  

Philene Jesse  
Dominic Aninozzi  
Troy Erickson  
Trisa Gordon  
Liam Kortemeier  
Carol Larson  
Bob Clauer  

Cyndi Carlson  
Ken Johnson  
Jim Olson  
Pam Anderson  
Irene Anderson  
Deanna Kleven  

Experiencing Gratitude 

T o be grateful is to recognize the love of 
God in everything he has given us — and 

he has given us everything. Every breath we 
draw is a gift of his love. Every moment of 
existence is a grace, for it brings with it 
immense graces from him. 

Gratitude, therefore, takes nothing for 
granted, is never unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder and to 
praise of the goodness of God; for the grateful person knows that God is good 
not by hearsay but by experience, and that is what makes all the difference. 

~Thomas Merton 

Daylight Savings 

Time Ends 
Sun., Nov. 3 be sure 
to set your clocks 

back one hour. 
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Faith & Fiction Book Group 

Tues., November 12, 1:30 p.m. 

The group will meet in the  
home of Norma Munson to dis-
cuss the book Educated: a Memoir 
by Tara Westover. Maps will be  
available in the F&F box in the 
church office. Questions? Call 
F&F Coordinator Elva Vietzke at 
763-571-2960. 

Fiction Addiction Book Group 

Tues., November 12, 6:30 p.m.  

The November book is The Reck-
oningby John Grisham. Meet at 
Lisa Bigelbach’s home: 3230 
195th Ave. NW, Oak Grove. It's 
open to you, your friends, and 
neighbors—no need to be a 
member of Our Saviour’s. 

Pub Theology 

Mon., November 18, 6:00 p.m., 

at Hidden Haven Golf Club 

This discussion is for Christians 
of any stripe: people who’ve 
been burned or burned out on 
church, those who believe in 
God, or don’t. Come and have a 
beer or beverage of choice, and 
join in the lively discussion.  

Old Testament Bible Study 

First and Third Mondays 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

You are invited to join the Mon-
day morning Bible study as it 
resumes this fall. The study will 
continue with the stories of the 
descendants of Abraham. Read 
for: Nov. 4—Exodus 34, 40  
Nov. 18—Numbers 10:11-12:16 

Friday, December 13, 7:00 p.m. 

If you enjoyed the Brooklyn United Methodist Big Band 
in worship last June, you'll love hearing them in a 
Christmas concert! Join us on the 13th for a fun, special 
concert that is sure to put you in the Christmas spirit. 
Director David Mantini will lead his 18-piece Big Band 
in all your favorite Christmas songs and hospitality will 
be provided by the Our Saviour’s Music Department. 
Freewill offering will be taken.  

Welcoming All Neighbors Ministry Update 

T he mission of Welcoming All 
Neighbors matches the title of 

the ministry. At Our Saviour’s we 
want to welcome all neighbors, in-
cluding refugees and immigrants, in 
friendship and love. We heard about 
the worldwide needs of refugees on 
Refugee Sunday, October 20. Here is 
a followup summary of our work 
and progress helping refugees. 

In the past two years we have part-
nered with Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Services (LIRS) to wel-
come two refugee families with 
shared meals, a few months of rent 
support, and donations of needed 
items such as winter clothing, bicy-
cles for personal transportation and 
items for their apartments. The Bur-
mese family of three supported in 
2019 now have the personal and 
housing items they need and are able 
to pay the full rent on their apart-
ment. Thazin, a single mother, has a 
job, is taking English classes, and is 
working on getting her driver’s li-
cense. Tin Nuyut, grandmother, has 
recovered well from some health set-
backs. Aung Aung, 14-year-old son, 
excels in school and has learned Eng-
lish very quickly. They are very 
grateful for the help they received 
from OSLC! 

We have also 
helped a 
broader base 
of refugees 
by collecting 
and delivering donations of several 
thousand dollars worth of items 
needed for refugee families. Thanks 
for the leadership and work of Fran 
and Jack Munday in this effort, and 
thanks to all who donated items. 

We are currently working on pur-
chasing and repurposing used lap-
tops to be distributed by LIRS to 
refugee families with the greatest 
need. Laptops help refugees to learn 
English since there are many free 
English language learning videos 
and programs. They are also used for 
word processing for education, job 
hunting, and for maintaining contact 
with family and friends through 
email and Skype. Please contact 
Glenndy Ose if you have a laptop in 
good condition that you would like 
to donate. 

Please join us in this ministry. We want 
to help another refugee family in 2020. 
You  can make a financial contribution 
to OSLC, designated to “refugee” or 
“Welcoming All Neighbors” ministry. 
Your donation will go directly to help-
ing refugee families. 

Community Meal Menu: 

Wednesdays, 4:30-6:30 pm. 

All are welcome to enjoy dinner with 
your church family! The cost is $4 per 
person and punch cards are available 
for purchase.  

November 6—Chili dogs and salad 
November 13—Sloppy Joes, potato 
chips, and salad 
November 20—Chicken, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, corn, and salad 

Big Band Christmas Concert 

Matthew 25:35. “For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
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OSLC Preschool 
Lunch at the  

North Pole 

Sat., Dec. 7   

11:30 am-1:00 pm 

Come join us for lunch, 
games, a craft, and a picture with 
Santa. Cost is $5 per person, $20 
max per family. 

 

Preschool Registration 
There are still openings for the 
2019-20 school year. Our Saviour’s 
4-Star Christian Preschool pro-
gram offers children a quality 
Christian education in a secure, 
nurturing environment. Brochures 
are available by the Children/
Youth board. Register online at  

oursaviourslc.org/forms. Ques-

tions? Contact Director Lissa 
Clair, 763-434-6117 ext. 123 or 
lclair@oursaviourslc.org. 

 

 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 

Program Contacts 763-434-6117 

Director of Children &  

Family Ministries 

Kate Roettger, ext 116 
kroettger@oursaviourslc.org 

Director of Confirmation &  

Youth Ministries 

Leisha Tays, ext 131 
ltays@oursaviourslc.org 

Director of Worship & Music 

Jennifer Thurman, ext. 119 
jthurman@oursaviourslc.org 

Director of Handbells 

Julie Stitt, 612-720-7766  
juliestitt@comcast.net  

Director of Celebration Choir 

Eeva Savolainen, 651-261-0181  
erksavolainen@gmail.com  

Director of Our Saviour’s Preschool 

Lissa Clair,  ext. 123 
lclair@oursaviourslc.org 

StoryWalk in the  

Meditation Garden 

Through November 3 

The book A Snowy Owl Story, written 
by Melissa Kim and illustrated by Jada 
Fitch, will be displayed throughout the 
Meditation Garden for these two 
weeks. Feel free to walk the garden 
path, read this beautifully illustrated 
children’s book, and enjoy the beauty 
of creation. This is a nonfiction book. 

Baptism Class—New Day and Time 
Sunday, November 17, 11:15 a.m.  

Our  Saviour's requires that all fami-
lies wishing to bring a small child or 
infant to be baptized attend a one-
hour baptism class. To register and 
schedule a baptism, contact Nancy 
Carpenter, 763-434-6117 ext. 121,  
ncarpenter@oursaviourslc.org. 

Communion Instruction Class 
Sat., Nov. 9, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

As your child gets older, has been com-
muning or is choosing to wait to com-
mune, and is able to enter into conver-
sation more deeply, take advantage of 
this Communion Instruction Class. A 
special worship service will mark the 
stepping stone of your child’s comple-
tion of the class. This interactive class is 
open to any age. Parents/guardians 
please plan to attend the class with 
your child. Register online at  
oursaviourslc.org/forms. 

 
 
 

Quake  

March 13-15, 2020, for 6th grade 

through college-age 

This will be a weekend gathering at 
Mpls/St. Paul Airport Mall of Amer-
ica. Explore faith, Christian living, a life 
of ministry, and leadership… through 
speakers, music, breakout sessions, 
and so much more amazingness! Cost: 
Early Bird $155 (add $15 for a t-shirt); 
after Dec. 31 the cost is $175. You are 
considered registered once your pay-
ment is received. Make checks payable 
to Our Saviour’s, with “Quake” and the 
participant name in memo. Must have 
a 2019-20 offsite permission form on 
file to attend. Deadline to sign up on 
the Children/Youth board is Jan. 31, 
2020. Contact Leisha Tays, 763-434-6117 
ext. 131 or ltays@oursaviourslc.org. 

Advent Family Night 

Thursday, Nov 29, 5:45-7:00 p.m. 

for families with children ages birth 

through 5th grade 

This fun evening is a time for you 
and your family to come together 
and prepare your hearts for your Ad-
vent journey! Spend time with Ad-
vent activities followed by an Advent 
family blessing. The evening will end 
with Christmas cookies and milk! 
Little ones are welcome to wear their 
pajamas to this event! Feel free to 
invite extended family and friends 
for this special evening! Contact Kate 
Roettger with questions at  
kroettger@oursaviourslc.org or 763-
434-6117 ext 116. 

Turkey Basket Collection  

Through November 6 

For Thanksgiving, Our Saviour’s Confirmation Youth will be 
assembling Turkey Baskets for North Anoka County 
Emergency (NACE) Food Shelf. The goal is to assemble 30 
complete baskets to provide Thanksgiving meals for families 
in need. Please help by contributing one or more of the 
needed items.  A list is available on the Kiosk in the Rotunda 

or at oursaviourslc.org/confirmation-service. Please drop items off in front of the 
Children/Youth board in the Rotunda between Oct 13 and Nov. 6. Thanks for being 
a partner in this ministry! 

You Can Help 
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The Library Corner: Book Series 

W hat is a book series?  It is a se-
quence of books having certain 

characteristics in common.  Fictional 
series typically share a common set-
ting, set of characters, story line, or 
timeline.  Some can be read in any 
order; others must be read in order to 
fully be enjoyed.  Our Saviour’s Li-
brary has a number of series that are 
quite popular.  This month three are 
featured here. 

Jennifer Chiaverini’s Elm Creek Quilts 
Series is a 20 book series! These are sto-
ries of strong women who sustain and 
nourish each other through their love 
of quilts. As a reader, you’ll even learn 
a thing or two about quilting ! 

Colleen Coble’s Aloha Reef Series has 
four titles in the series, each a mystery 
filled with danger, suspense, and ac-
tion, blended with a strong message.  
All are set in Hawaii. As a reader, 
you’ll even learn some Hawaiian 
words and hippie slang. 

Ted Dekker’s The Lost Book Series has 
six books in this Juvenile/Young 
Adult series found in the book cases 
along the “wall of glass.” This series is 
set in a world totally like our own, yet 
completely different. History seems to 
be repeating itself thousands of years 
beyond the year 4000 A.D. The stories 
combine adrenaline-laced plots with 
incredible confrontations between 
good and evil. 

A sample book from each series will 
be found on the book case beside the 
Cathedral Tree metal art along the 
north wall.  The rest of the books will 
be on the shelves, in order by the au-
thor’s last name.  Please check out any 
book you wish to take and read. 

November Happenings 
New Member Class 

Sun., Nov. 3, 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m.  

This class has been rescheduled. If 
you are interested in joining the Our 
Saviour’s family, please join us for 
this informational class. Lunch will 
be provided. Sign up on the Small 
Group Ministry board. Look for the 
class in room 122, down the hall, just 
past the bathrooms. 

Seasoned Adult Ministry (SAM)  
Friday, November 8   

You are invited to Susan Fanucci's 
home in Andover for a soup lunch. 
Susan will have homemade soups 
and coffee. The rest of the meal is 
"potluck.” At 1:15 p.m. the group will 
drive to Marilyn Moore's home in 
Oak Grove to see her looms and 
learn about Scandinavian style weav-
ing. Sign up on the Small Group Min-
istry board. The cost is a dish to share 
for lunch. Find Susan’s address in the 
church directory or ask at the Recep-
tion Desk. 

Cuddly Blankets for Gillette  

Children’s Hospital 

Sun., Nov. 10, 11:15 a.m., in room 122 

Join the group tying blankets for pa-
tients at Gillette’s. Bring a dish to 
share for the potluck lunch.  Please 
consider donating 1½ to 2 yards of 
print or solid color, anti-pill fleece (or 
cash offering) for the tie-blankets. 
Questions?  Contact Michele  
Kolodjski, 763-434-6117 ext. 111 or 
mkolodjski@oursaviourslc.org. 

Military Care Package Assembly 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 11:30 a.m. 

It’s care package time again. The 
Military Care Ministry will be assem-
bling and mailing packages to troops 
overseas. Your help is needed to 
make this happen. You can help by: 

 submitting names of military 
personnel serving overseas no 
later than Nov. 15 to the church 
office. No domestic based troops, 
please; the items sent are not 
needed by troops stationed do-
mestically.  

 

 donating items for packages (grab 
a list available on the Kiosk in the 
Rotunda.) Donations can be placed 
in the Military Care box in the 
south coat hallway no later than 
Nov. 15. Cash donations help with 
the cost of postage; the cost to mail 
50 packages is around $850.  

 helping with package assembly 
on the 24th. It shouldn’t take 
longer than 1.5 hrs, if enough 
people help. 

 
Mark Your Calendar 
Seasoned Adult Ministry (SAM)  
Tues., Dec. 3, 8:45 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.  

SAM will be taking a bus to the Nor-
way House in Minneapolis to view the 
Holiday Gingerbread exhibit and tour 
the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial 
Church. After lunch at Stouts Pub the 
group will be dropped off at the 
"historical" entrance to Como Park 
Conservatory (less walking) to see the 
Christmas flower exhibit. Cost:  $19 
plus your lunch. Sign up on the Small 
Group Ministry board and pay by 
Sun., Nov. 24.    

Christmas Cookie Swap 

Fri., Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m. 

Join the fun at the Family Cookie Ex-
change and enjoy a great selection of 
cookies for the holidays. Sign up on the 
Kiosk if you are interested in baking 
cookies to exchange. The group will 
enjoy a classic Christmas movie, fol-
lowing the cookie swap. 

Pipe Organ Demonstration 

Monday, Dec. 9, 1:30 P.M.   

Join your friends at Our Saviour’s for a 
pipe organ demonstration. We'll listen, 
learn, and sing carols with Ken  
Lowenberg (Donna Nelson's brother). 
Ken has recently retired from a career 
as a well known church organist in the 
Washington D.C. area. Stay for coffee 
and cookies afterwards.    

Take Note 

Flowers at the Cemetery  
Have you placed flowers or a plant at 
the Chapel Cemetery? Please be sure 
to remove them by November 1. 
Thank you. 


