
January 16, 2022 •  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mary (SM) 220 S. 10th St., PO Box 500 • Bird Island, MN 55310 •  stmary@heartofjesusafc.org 

Area Faith Staff Listing: 

 

Fr. Joe Steinbeisser .............. Pastor 

 ................... frjoe@heartofjesusafc.org 

Fr. George Schmit .. Sen. Associate 

 ............ frgeorge@heartofjesusafc.org 

Sara Anderson ......... AFC Bus. Mgr. 

 ................. saraa@heartofjesusafc.org 

Tracy Bertrand Sigurdson..Principal 

 ................... tbertrand@stmarysbi.com 

Sue Klinghagen... AFC Bookkeeper 

……………suek@heartofjesusafc.org 

Sue O’Halloran.… AFC Admin Assist 

 .................. sueo@heartofjesusafc.org 

Doug Olinger………...AFC Fac. Mgr. 

…..………….dolinger@stmarysbi.com 

Summer O’Neill.... AFC Bookkeeper 

……….summero@heartofjesusafc.org 

Michelle Peppel…………..AFC DFF 

………michellep@heartofjesusafc.org 

Lynn Schueller ........ FF Coordinator 

 ................. lynns@heartofjesusafc.org 

Karen Smith .........School Secretary 

 ....................... ksmith@stmarysbi.com 

Sandy Zens.… AFC Parish Secretary 

 .............. sandyz@heartofjesusafc.org 

AFC Office Hours: 
M- Th: 9:00 am -4:00 pm,  
 F: 9:00 am- 12:00 pm (noon) 
 
All AFC offices are located in the  
parish home at St. Aloysius - 
302 South 10th Street, Olivia 
Phone: (320)365-3593 or  
            (320)523-2030 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Phone: (320) 365-3693 

Welcome to all those who celebrate with us, whether life long parishioners, new arrivals in the area, or visitors!  If you have not registered, or if you have 

moved, please complete this form and drop it in the collection basket or bring it to the parish office. 

Name __________________________________________ Address _________________________________________  

Phone __________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________  

○  New Parishioner ○  Update/Changed Info    ○  St. Mary ○  St. Aloysius ○  Holy Redeemer 

St. Aloysius (SA) 302 S. 10th St. • Olivia, MN 56277 •   staloysius@heartofjesusafc.org 

Holy Redeemer (HR) 106 3rd St. SE, PO Box 401 • Renville, MN 56284 •  holyredeemer@heartofjesusafc.org 

PASTORAL REFLECTION 

    This Sunday’s Gospel relates the miracle at Cana. The importance of the pow-

erful and symbolic scene of Cana at the beginning of John’s Gospel stands in 

sharp contrast to the scene that immediately follows it, in which Jesus clears the 

temple. John is challenging us to choose. We can continue attempting to find our 

security in the religious system to which we have become accustomed, even 

though it is failing to produce the wine of the Spirit which is the fruit of communion 

with God, or we can listen to Jesus who assures us that God is truly the Bride-

groom of our souls, that we are indeed loved, and that the wine of communion with 

God is there for the asking. 

    The symbolic significance of the marriage feast of Cana is brought out well in 

the First Reading from the scroll of Isaiah. It was composed for the Jews who had 

just experienced the miracle of the return from Exile. They felt forsaken, as we all 

can; they were inconsolable, having seen their country devastated by war, and 

their city and temple destroyed; but now they are back home with the opportunity 

of rebuilding their lives. As the prophet says: ‘You shall no more be termed Forsak-

en, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My 

Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your 

land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your 

builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your 

God rejoice over you’ (Isaiah 62:4-5).  

    John is giving us a dramatic portrayal of this truth in the scene at Cana. The 

people want to celebrate, but find themselves without wine. Mary, symbolizing eve-

ry Jewish woman who has ever longed for the Messiah, comes to Jesus, and de-

clares how empty their lives are without the wine of God’s Spirit. They are going 

through the motions, but there is no zest and no experience of communion. Jesus 

first response is to draw her, and us with her, to reflect on what it is we really want. 

What does it really mean for us to thirst for this wine? What has this thirst to do 

with Jesus? Do we realize what it is that we are asking for?  

    There are many things for which we thirst. Is our deepest thirst really for the 

communion that comes only from God? Having insisted that we ponder what it we 

really want, Jesus goes on to assure her that there is nothing to worry about. God 

is about to pour out the promised Spirit over the people. He says, in what appears 

to me the better translation: ‘Has not my hour now come?’ The time for revealing 

God has come. It will be fully realized by the way Jesus gave himself in love from 

the cross, but it is about to commence. Mary is delighted,        Cont. on Pg. 3 
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Calendar of Events January 16-23, 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Nothing scheduled Martin Luther King Day 

No School @  

      St Mary’s/BOLD/RCW/BLHS 

No School @ RCW 

7:00 am Men’s Group  

           Meeting SA/JC 

 

AFC Faith Form Classes 

 

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Nothing scheduled Nothing schedule Nothing scheduled 1:00-4:00 pm AFC Confirmation 
               Retreat @ SA/JC 

This Week in the Area Faith Community 
AFC MASS & RECONCILIATION  SCHEDULE 

Amplifier aids available for the hearing impaired are located at the entrances of the church at SM & SA.   
Please ask the ushers for assistance. 

Date & Time  Location   Intention 

 

Sun., January 16        

8:00 am  HR    Sacr. of Reconciliation 

8:30 am   HR   + Alvin Wohnoutka  

10:00 am  SM    Sacr. of Reconciliation 

10:30 am  SM   For the People 

Mon., January 17    No Mass   

Tues., January 18 

8:30 am   SA   + Marjorie Fesenmeier 

10:00 am  HR Renvilla  Renvilla Residents   

Wed., January 19     

8:30 am  SM    In Appreciation of Patricia Hoiles 

10:30 am  SA Park View  For the Residents at Park View 

Thurs., January 20       

10:30 am   SM    + Leslie & Marie Zupke  

              Prepared by Gr. 7 

Fri., January 21      

8:00 am   SA   Sacr. of Reconciliation 

8:30 am  SA   Margaret Gartner 

9:00 am   SA   Rosary 

Sat., January 22        

4:30 pm   SA   Sacr. of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm  SA   Rosary 

5:00 pm  SA    For the People 

Sun., January 23        

8:00 am  HR    Sacr. of Reconciliation 

8:30 am   HR   + Jerry Swoboda  

10:00 am  SM    Sacr. of Reconciliation 

10:30 am  SM   + Hillard, Michael &  

            Madeline Marxen 

Daily readings can be found at 

www.usccb .org. Readings are 

also list in the free devotional 

books provided at our AFC 

churches: The Word Among Us 

and Living Faith.  

Rosary is offered at 4:30 pm 

on Saturday at  

St Aloysius Church.  

All Masses held in the church are 
open to parishioners and public.  

 
Masses at health care facilities 
are for residents only until further 
notice.  
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AFC PRAYER CHAIN 

Do you or someone you know 

need prayer?  

Contact Duane or Julie Remer @ 

507-430-9485 for confidential 

prayers or if you are interested in 

serving on  our prayer chain. 

AFC PRAYER  CORNER 
In order to keep the prayer corner 

current, names will be kept on the 

prayer corner until April 1, 2022 

unless requested to come off earli-

er.  In order for names to be on our 

prayers corner, the INDIVIDUAL or 

a FAMILY MEMBER must inform 

the parish office for your parish.  

Due to the Privacy Act we are una-

ble to put names on our prayer list 

without their permission.  

SA VIGIL LIGHTS 

Vigil Lights for these special in-

tentions will burn at the SA Shrine 

the week of January 15 

 

1)   Don & Mary Lou Dobmeier 

2) Jennifer Beecham 

3) Margaret Gartner 

 

Candles are $4.00 Each.  

Please place your single intention 

and money in the collection or 

bring it to the parish office no later 

than 12:00 noon on Monday.  The 

candles are lit on Sat. and will 

burn throughout the week. 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 

 
    The frigid cold and wind makes it difficult to keep our churches’ sidewalks and 

steps free from snow and ice.  Please be careful as you come and go from our 

church facilities.  We are trying our best to get snow removed and cleaned up after it 

snows as best that we can! 

    Jesus blessed the wedding at Cana by performing his first miracle.  Let us pray 

for all married couples this week. Here is a prayer all married couples can pray. 

     “Heavenly Father, You have created man and woman to be a reflection of Your 

love for the world.  Bless our marriage and all married couples that we might truly 

become an image and likeness of You in the world.  May our love for one another 

share in Your love and fill us with a generous heart that is open to life.  When diffi-

cult times arise, surround us with Your presence, loving family, friends and parish-

ioners to give us strength and grace we need.  Assure all married couples of Your 

abiding presence with us in good times, and bad, in sickness and in health and for 

richer or for poorer.  May our lives be a witness to the world of Your loving care, 

faithful commitment and persevering love for all people.  Amen” 

    Be safe and warm! 

 

              Fr Joseph Steibeisser 

Reflections continued from page 1……….  
and offers us the perfect advice: ‘Do whatever he tells you!’ 

    In Jesus God is revealing himself as the Bridegroom of whom Isaiah spoke. 

Through Jesus God is about to pour out the Spirit of his love over the people – indeed 

over the whole world. However, since God is love, God cannot and will not force love 

upon anyone. It is essential that we ‘believe’, that is to say that we willingly welcome 

the love that is offered and ‘be’ in that ‘love’. It is essential that we do all that we can 

to open ourselves and our world to the miracle of God’s grace. It is wine that we de-

sire – the wine of divine communion. However, it is water jars that we have, so we 

must fill them with water, we must live our lives to the full as best we can, while wait-

ing on the word of God’s Messiah to transform our lives through the gift of the best 

wine, the wine of God’s Spirit, the wine of communion with God the Bridegroom. 

    Last week the Church invited us to begin the period of ‘Ordinary Time’ by reflecting 

on baptism – Jesus’ baptism and our own. Today, the Second Sunday, we are re-

minded of the essence of the Gospel – that God is love and that all God’s love is be-

ing offered to us. We must, with Mary, acknowledge our need, and we must really 

want what God wants and be ready to follow God’s inspiration, wherever it might lead 

us, knowing that God is, indeed, the Bridegroom of our soul, that we are not forsaken 

and that God truly delights in us. 

      Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser 

Please Pray For:  

 Bailey, Kim SA 

 Carmody, Dana SM 

 Dietz, Krystle SA  

 Dolezal, Joann SM 

 Lykken, Chase SM  

 Nelson, Samuel T. SM  

 Rauenhorst, Tom SA 

 Sullivan Family, HR 



Parish, Area Faith Community and School News 

ST. MARY’S CASH CALENDAR WINNERS 
1/1/2022 Swede Elfering             $100.00 

1/2/2022 Rod Osthus   $25.00 

1/3/2022 Suzy Haubrich   $25.00 

1/4/2022 Aaron Hines   $25.00 

1/5/2022 Kathy Haen               $25.00 

1/6/2022 Carmen Iverson   $25.00 

1/7/2022 Jon Leo Schmoll  $25.00 

1/8/2022 Cody Nelson   $25.00 
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL  

 

St. Mary’s SCHOOL WEBSITE!      

stmarysschoolbirdisland.com   

    Find us on FACEBOOK:           

www.facebook.com/stmarysbi 

AFC NEWS 
The Heart of Jesus Area Faith Community (parishes in Bird Island, Olivia, and Renville) is seeking a part-time 

secretary who is reliable, friendly, organized, has good communication skills, and has proficiency with various 

computer programs.  The position is 25+ hours per week, Monday - Friday and is benefit eligible (health insur-

ance, retirement, PTO, etc).  $13 - $14/hr based upon experience and qualifications.  Contact Sara Anderson 

at saraa@heartofjesusafc.org if interested.   Accepting applications until January 24th or until the position is 

filled.   

 

Thank you! With the end of the Christmas season in the Church, I want to thank everyone who remembered me at 

Christmas.  Thank you for your cards, letters, gifts of money, gift cards, and gift certificates, especially the ones the students 

gave me for golfing at Signal Hills here in Panama City Beach, snack packs and candy for the trip to PCB, and special 

Grinch gifts.  I am truly grateful for your kindness and generosity to me.  Thank you again for remembering me at Christmas 

time and God bless you.   /s/ Father George  

ST. MARY’S NEWS 
Fall Collection: We are moving very slowly at reaching our goal for this years Fall Collection which is $65,000. This 

collection replaces a parish dinner and festival/bazaar that many parishes have for a major fundraiser. If you have not yet 

donated to this collection, please help us out in reaching our goal. So far we have received $49,654.16 towards this collec-

tion, which is 76.39% of our goal.  

 

Thank you to everyone who stayed to help take down the Christmas decorations after Mass last Sunday! Your 

help was very much appreciated! 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL NEWS   
Sunflower washcloths are available at our AFC office in Olivia and at Bird Island Hardware Store. They sell for $2 each. 

Proceeds benefit St. Mary’s hot lunch program. 

 

Gift Cards for purchase: reminder that the AFC Parish Office in Olivia offers gift cards (SCRIP) for purchase that 

benefit St Mary’s School. We offer many retailers: Amazon, Applebee's, Arby’s, B&D Market, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath 

& Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wing’s, Burger King, Cabela's, Caribou, Cenex, Claire’s, Cub Foods, DQ, Dick’s Sporting Good’s, 

Dunham’s, Game Stop,  Hardee’s, ITunes, Kohl’s, Kwik Trip, Max’s Grill, Maurice’s, Menard’s, Olive Garden, Papa Johns, 

Papa Murphy’s, Starbuck’s, Subway, Target, Taco Bell, & Walmart. Every purchase gives back to our school!! 

GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS 

 
As we celebrated Epiphany on Jan.2, the area CCW invites you to participate in our “Gifts for Baby Jesus” service pro-

ject. Just as the 3 Magi brought gifts for baby Jesus, may we open our hearts to share a gift with other babies. Gifts should 

be placed in the crib set up in each parish, suggested gifts can be diapers, sleepers, outfits for newborns to 2T, baby 

socks, baby toiletries, bibs, and baby blankets. These gifts will be donated to Hope Pregnancy Center who helps women in 

West Central Minnesota.  

mailto:saraa@heartofjesusafc.org


Heart of Jesus Area Faith Community    

Adult Faith Formation News 

  

RCIA: Are you someone who is wanting to learn more about the Catholic faith? Maybe you have been feeling a tug 

on your heart to become Catholic. We begin the journey of RCIA for people just like you to explore the richness of the Cath-

olic faith. For more information please contact Michelle Peppel at the parish office (523-2030) or contact her via email 

at michellep@heartofjesusafc.org.  
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Ministry Schedules for the weekend of January 22/23, 2022  

     5:00 pm Sat., January 22 @ St. Aloysius     

     Sacristan: Katie Marks 

     Minister of the Word: Duane Remer 

     Plate: Father & Julie Remer 

     Altar Servers: Lucy Remer 

     Music: Linda, Dianne & Anita 

     Ushers: Terry & Kathy Kohout 

     Depositor: Margaret Meuhlberg 

     Rosary Leader: Margaret Meuhlberg 

         

10:30 am Sun., January 23 @ St. Mary’s   8:30 am Sun., January 23 @ Holy Redeemer  

Minister of the Word: Mari Ryberg    Minister of the Word: Katie Filzen 

Plate: Father & Kathryn Knight     Plate: Father, Jim Schueller 

Altar Servers: Miraya Ryberg     Altar Servers: Levi Haubrich 

Music: Mike Nagel & Judy Schindler     Music: TBD 

Ushers: Brian & Sandy Ryberg     Ushers: Bill Schafer & Gene Frank  

AFC Money Counters: Monday, January 17: Glen Rodel & AFC parish office staff 

Heart of Jesus AFC Youth Faith Formation News 
 

W.I.S.E. will meet Jan. 19th from 7-8:30 pm at the Jubilee Center. This is for all AFC 6-8th graders. 

 

Ski trip: We will be joining an area church for skiing this winter at Mount Kato.  We have 1 remaining date: Sunday, 

February 20th.  You are welcome to join in if you attended the January 16 date and need to sign up and pay in ad-

vance.  The cost is $50.00 for the bus, lift ticket, and rental.  We will leave at: 12:30 pm and return at 10:30 pm.  You can 

sign up with Michelle Peppel at 320-523-2030 or michellep@heartofjesusafc.org. 

 

 

 

AFC Ministry Schedules  

FORMED is a great source!  

Be sure to register and use this resource! 

 

To log in and use FORMED: Go to: heartofje-

susafc.formed.org Click register and enter 

your name, email address, and desired pass-

word You’re all ready to access the inspiring and 

engaging content on FORMED! Enjoy and share 

with others in our local community! 
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ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK~      
 

Haney Construction    
 

We thank them for their ad.  
Please support our sponsors as they make the 
bulletin, website & online giving available at no 

cost to our AFC. 

Click on the symbol at  

www.heartofjesusafc.org 

**if questions, call the parish  

Sunday Offering Considerations 

   During these uncertain times, we need to ask all of our parishioners, if you are able, please continue your financial sup-

port of your parish to help us make up for our loss of Sunday offering. Your Adult Sunday Offerings are vital to the core 

ministries of our parishes.  During this time, please consider one of these options one for your stewardship of treasure:       

 online at www.heartofjesusafc.org to make a recurring or one time donation.  You will have complete control over 

your contribution amount and frequency of payments.  

 an electronic contribution through ACH (Automatic Clearing House) for an amount to be transferred from your checking 

or savings account on the 1st and/or the 15th of every month.  The ACH form can be found on the Area Faith Commu-

nity website at www.heartofjesusafc.org   

 special collections are available with online donations at www.heartofjesusafc.org or ACH donations with the form 

found on the website. 

 mail your donation to your parish office.  

 And as always, thank you for your investment and continued support of our parishes.  We need your support to contin-

ue to do God’s work. 

AREA FAITH COMMUNITY   

 
Check us out on our WEBSITE: www.heartofjesusafc.org 

Find us on FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/heartofjesusafc 

 

Download our MOBLE APP Today: 

 Apple user: Text “ParishApp1: to 800-950-9952  

Android Users: Text “ParishApp2” to 800-950-9952 

Stewardship January 8/9, 2022 
 Holy Redeemer St. Aloysius St. Mary 

Adult  

Plate 

Total 

Weekly Budget  

Difference 

 

YTD Collection 

YTD Budget 

YTD Difference 

 

DMA Goal * 2021-22’ 

Cash received 

Cash pledged 

 

 

$      1,653.00 

$           72.00 

$      1,725.00 

$      1,739.00 

$         (14.00) 

 

$    49,367.48 

$    48,692.00 

$         675.48      

 

$      5,809.80 

$      7,190.00 

$      7,415.00 

 

 

$    2,211.00 

$       127.00 

$    2,338.00 

$    4,091.88 

$   (1,753.88) 

 

$ 122,780.85 

$ 114,572.64 

$     8,178.21 

 

$  17,071.86 

$  12,438.65 

$  12,753.65 

 

 

$     3,690.00 

$          57.00 

$     3,747.00 

$     5,342.02 

$    (1,595.02) 

 

$ 187,296.50 

$ 149,576.56 

$   37,719.94 

 

$   22,792.28 

$   16,560.00 

$   16,785.00 

 

 

*Diocesan Ministry Appeal: Remember that 20% of our donations come back to each parish. 
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Diocese of New Ulm Catholic Charities offers individual, family, and marriage counseling.  

1-866-670-5163. All calls are confidential. Se habla Español  

Café Juan Anna-San Lucas Mission Coffee 

Coffee is available at the AFC church office.    

  $10 per bag– ground & whole bean available. 

Bulletin Notice Deadline: All items for the bulletin must be submitted to the parish office by Thursday, 10 days 

prior, by 12:00pm. 

Registration:  We welcome you to one of our communities in our Area Faith Community and invite you to register in 

one of our parishes. Stop by or call the parish office. 

Baptism:  Please contact the parish office to schedule baptism preparation class and baptism.  

Matrimony:  All Catholics need to call the pastoral leader at the parish office at least 6 months before getting married, 

even if the wedding is going to be in a non-Catholic church. 

Anointing of the Sick:  Call the parish office if you or someone you know is in the hospital, is ill, or faces seri-

ous surgery and wishes to be anointed.  

Quinceañera (15th Birthday) Celebrations: Contact the parish office at least 6 months before desired date to 

complete application, attend Sunday Mass regularly, be part of a Faith Formation program, and attend a required re-

treat.  

 

Sexual Abuse Victim Notice: Anyone who has suffered sexual abuse by a priest or another person involved in 

Church ministry is encouraged to immediately report such abuse to local law enforcement, regardless of when it occurred, if 

it has not yet been reported.  A listing of all county law enforcement and child protection agencies within the 15 counties of 

the Diocese of New Ulm is posted on the diocesan Web site at https://www.dnu.org/report-abuse.  

    Victims and survivors of abuse by clergy are also encouraged to contact the diocesan victim assistance coordinator or 

the bishop’s delegate in matters pertaining to sexual misconduct at 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073, or by 

phone at 507-233-5313, for counseling or other assistance in healing. 

 

    Toda persona que haya sido víctima de abuso sexual por parte de un miembro del clero u otra persona en el ministerio 

de la Iglesia debe reportar dicha mala conducta a las autoridades policiales inmediatamente, independientemente de cuan-

do haya sucedido, si aún no ha sido reportado. Un listado de todas las entidades policiales y los servicios de protección al 

menor dentro de los quince condados de la Diócesis de New Ulm se encuentra en nuestra página de internet, https://

www.dnu.org/report-abuse.    

    También se exhorta a las víctimas y sobrevivientes de abuso por parte del clero ponerse en contacto con el Coordinador 

de asistencia para víctimas o el delegado del Obispo en cuestiones sobre el mal comportamiento sexual 1421 6th Street 

North, New Ulm, MN 56073, o al 507-233-5313 para consejería u otra ayuda de sanación.  

 

Uncover the secrets to a lasting, supportive, transformational marriage. Even when a marriage is going smoothly, 

there are always opportunities to make it work better. The Marriage Encounter experience is a heart haven that helps you 

listen, share and connect more deeply. There is no group discussion. It is just about the two of you learning to be the best,  

most loving and thriving couple you can be. New weekend is February 18- 20 at Shalom Hill, Windom, MN.  You can con-

tact Miki  via text or phone call @ 1-507-227-8229 or apply online at WWME.org and click the “Apply” button and find your 

weekend.  

 

Living our call as School Sisters of Notre Dame: Transformative education on the margins. The School Sisters of 

Notre Dame (SSND) invite single women ages 18-45 to an online presentation Wed., Jan. 19 at 7 pm CST* to learn more 

about SSND and their ministry with and among those who are poor and marginalized. More information and registration for 

the Zoom link is available at ssnd.org/events/1-19-22. 
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www.loftness.com

 Bird Island     Tom Smith     (320) 365-4311	

General Contractors 
Commercial & Residential

30263 County Hwy 1 • Redwood Falls, MN 
507-644-3616 • uren@everstrongconstruction.com

Licensed Contractor ID #8788

Contact Tim Browne to place 
an ad today! tbrowne@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Beckler’s 
Hardware Hank

For All Your Hardware Needs!
320-365-3310

245 S. Main St, Bird Island
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320-523-1111
815 E DePue Ave, Olivia

E-Z-Go • Cushman • Arctic Cat
Parts, Service & Accessories

320-523-5847
1407 W. Lincoln | stsportsolivia.com

Safety. We Expect It.
Come Drive with us! Find out more at meitrucking.com

(320)365-4498

 
ADULT & CHILD SERVICES 

600 E. Park Ave. • Olivia 
(320) 523-3435 
tcaudiology.com

Local Hearing Healthcare Provider

Dr. Rebecca Thiesse

Bird Island 
Soil Service Center Inc.

Complete Line of Ag  
Chemicals & Fertilizers 

(320) 365-3655


