TIDINGS
February 2019 .

xc` / hay

. 5779

Come Cast Your Lots!
Saturday, March 16, 6:30 p.m.

DETAILS ON PAGE 3

The Four Mitzvot of Purim
As I kid, I would look forward to dressing up for Purim every year. What would I be?
What would I wear? Now, I will admit that for several years my costume of choice
was Queen Esther. Dressed in my beautiful blue robe and tiara, I was on cloud nine.
Since those days, the costumes have varied, but the excitement remains the same.
And this year is no different!
Purim is one of those holidays that just radiates joy. We eat and drink and celebrate
together, listening to the megillah with groggers in hand as we cheer for Mordechai
and boo Haman. And while the focus is generally on the mitzvah (commandment) of
hearing the megillah (the scroll from which we read the Book of Esther), there are
actually a total of four mitzvot that we observe on Purim!
The first is, of course, mikra megillah, reading the megillah. This year at Temple Israel
Rabbi Berezin
we will read the megillah on Wednesday, March 20, at 6 p.m. We invite you to join us
as we listen, boo, and cheer these ancient words. Then, we have a special treat for
everyone in store: the Purim Spiel! This year our very own Dani Howell has written an absolutely incredible spiel for
us – Green Eggs, Hold the Ham: A Dr. Seuss Purim. It promises to be an AMAZING show and will feature the
theatrical talents of our Temple Israel teens!
The second and third mitzvot are mishloach manot, sending gifts to
one another, and matanot l’evyonim, sending gifts to the poor. We
encourage everyone in our community to think about how you might
engage in these mitzvot. Gather with friends and family to bake
hamentaschen and other sweet treats to send to one another, and
consider how you might make gifts to those in our community who
are less fortunate. In the weeks leading up to Purim, our high school
students will have the opportunity to observe these mitzvot, and we
encourage everyone in our community to do the same!
The fourth mitzvah of Purim is seudat Purim, eating the festive meal on
Purim. In this spirit, we would like to invite you to our casino-themed
Adult Purim Bash: Come Cast Your Lots! Not only will we be eating
delicious foods, but the event features a DJ, unlimited bar access, a
costume contest with prizes, and of course, the casino!

Mark Your Calendars!
Adult Purim Bash
Saturday, March 16, 6:30 p.m.
Purim Celebration
at Temple Israel
Wednesday, March 20
5 p.m. Religious School Purim
Party and Dinner
6 p.m. Service and Purim Speil
Green Eggs, Hold the Ham:
A Doctor Suess Purim

With so much going on at Temple Israel for Purim, there is something
for everyone to enjoy! You will not want to miss our megillah reading
and spiel along with our spectacular Adult Purim Bash: Come Cast Your Lots!
We hope that you will join us as we celebrate this joyous holiday
and get into the Purim spirit!
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Casino. Cocktails. Costumes.
Saturday, March 16, 6:30 p.m.

Make sure to mark your calendars and call the babysitter because you will not want to miss our
2019 Adult Purim Bash. After the success of last year’s inagural event, we are going even bigger this year.
For only $36, you will enjoy an adults-only (21+) evening filled with heavy hors d’oeuvres, an open bar
sponsored by the Jon Meyers Leadership Fund, a professional DJ sponsored by the Koom family, and
$200 in casino money to gamble to your heart’s delight. There will be blackjack, craps, roulette, and
more! And if you run out of casino money, additional booklets will be available for purchase for $20.
There will also be a costume contest with prizes so make sure to plan your costume!
Visit www.templeisraelomaha.com to RSVP by March 8.
Proceeds from the Adult Purim Bash will go towards programming at Temple Israel.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?
Give TONI a Call or Text Today!

GREGG YOUNG
H

JEFF & MARI RENSCH

Collision Center

We go the extra mile for you.

OMAHA

All Makes & Models • Free Estimates
Hours: Mon-Fri 7-6 • Sat 8-12

Toni Rosen
402.630.8664
toni.rosen@bhhsamb.com
www.bhhsamb.com
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

			

• Minor to Major Repairs
• Hail repairs
• Glass Repairs / Replace

VOTED OMAHA’S #1 AGENT

4 STRAIGHT YEARS!

JEFF • (402) 677-5333
www.391Jeff.com

MARI • (402) 714-2662
mari@renschgroup.com

402.572.8080
17750 Burt St. Omaha NE | www.gychevy.net
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President’s Report
In my Tidings article last month, I shared with you that as part of our strategic
planning process, Temple Israel is participating in the 2019 Union for Reform Judaism
(URJ) Benchmarking and Assessment Project. Through this process, we will be able to
take an inward look at our congregation and use this information to assess our
strengths and areas for opportunity.
By now you should have received an email with a link to the Congregational Survey. The
survey is being administered by Measuring Success. In order to maintain confidentiality,
we will be provided with a summary of the data but not each individual response. If you
have not received the link or you do not use email, please contact the Temple Israel office Andie Gordman
and we can provide you with a new link or a paper copy of the survey. The survey should
take less than 10 minutes to complete. Our goals is to have at least 50% of our congregants
complete the survey, so please take a few minutes to give us your feedback. It is important to our professional
team and lay leadership that we understand how we can engage all of our congregants.
Once we have completed the congregational survey and sent our financial/operating data and the board selfassessment reflection, our responses will be compared to over 100 congregations who have already completed
this process. Our URJ Mentor will assist us interpreting our data and setting goals to increase member
engagement. I will share a summary of the results with you later this spring.
I would also like to tell you another exciting project that we are starting this spring. In 2021, Temple Israel will
celebrate our 150th anniversary. We are in the beginning stages of planning a yearlong celebration of this
achievement. This will be an opportunity for congregants of all ages to learn about and celebrate our history.
Stayed tuned for opportunities to be involved in the planning of this amazing celebration.
As always, our calendar is full of opportunities to learn, worship, and volunteer. I encourage you to read the
Tidings, weekly eTidings, and visit our Facebook page for more information on all of our events.

Temple Israel is Hiring
Temple Israel is seeking a full-time Membership Engagement Coordinator who is a well-organized, detailoriented, and highly efficient doer who is capable of managing and executing multiple projects
simultaneously. S/he is kind, friendly, and a collaborative team-player and enjoys engaging with people. The
Membership Engagement Coordinator is charged with getting to know our members and helping them
connect with each other and with the congregation in ways that speak to each individual’s particular passions
and interests. Among other duties, s/he will create and maintain a database to track congregants’ interests and
skills, recruit volunteers to work on congregational programs and task forces, organize small-group housemeetings as part of our ongoing Conversations with the Clergy initiative, and work with the membership
committee to recruit new members to Temple Israel. S/he will also provide administrative and logistical
support for congregational programs, as well as front-office support as needed.
Candidates must be willing and able to work a flexible schedule as needed, including nights and weekends.
Some familiarity with Judaism and Omaha’s Jewish community is a plus; however, candidates do not need to
be Jewish in order to apply. To apply, please send resume with cover letter to templeisrael@
templeisraelomaha.com. Read the full job description online: tinyurl.com/TIJob2019
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Save the Date!
April 26-28

Join us as we honor and celebrate our beloved Cantor Shermet.
This weekend will be full of opportunities to show Cantor how much she has meant to us over the past 18 years.
We will begin Friday evening with a dinner followed by services and a special oneg.
On Sunday morning, the Religious School will host a celebratory gathering,
and Sunday evening she will be honored at Tri-Faith’s Dinner in Abraham’s Tent.
We have been so blessed by Cantor Shermet’s talent, presence, and love for 18 years,
we hope you will join in this celebration with us.
Formal Invitation to Follow

558-8198

www.hughestree.com

78th & Dodge Street
390-2000

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

123rd & K Plaza
334-9511
147th & Maple Road
491-0900

Tritz
Plumbing Inc.

Repair • Remodel
Commercial • Residential

402-894-0300
www.tritz.com

Family owned and operated since 1945

			

Rotella’s Italian Bakery has built its
reputation on quality and service.
Our 95 years experience in the
wholesale bakery business has
established us as one of the premier
wholesale bakeries in the industry.

Contact Nik Alexander to
place an ad today!
nalexander@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2536

An Omaha family tradition since 1921
6949 South 108th Street
La Vista, NE 68128
Phone: [402] 592.6600
Fax: [402] 592.2989
www.rotellasbakery.com
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Introducing Cantor Joanna Alexander
It is with great joy and excitement that we announce the selection of Cantor Joanna M.
Alexander to be the next Cantor of Temple Israel, beginning July 1, 2019! She will
succeed Cantor Wendy Shermet, who will retire in May after serving our congregation
with grace and distinction since 2001.
After a thorough interview process that included two intensive days in Omaha getting
to know congregants, teaching our elementary and high-school students, meeting
with our adult choir, and leading an inspiring service with our rabbis and musicians,
Cantor Alexander was recommended unanimously by our Cantor Search Committee
and invited by our Board of Trustees to join Temple Israel’s clergy team. Cantor
Alexander will come to us from Temple Rodeph Torah in Marlboro, New Jersey, where
she has served since her ordination from Hebrew Union College’s Debbie Friedman
School of Sacred Music in 2008.
Cantor Alexander is an experienced and talented cantor who is beloved by her congregants and colleagues alike
for her warmth, her wisdom, and her sincerity. Both in her congregation and in the broader Reform movement,
she has built a reputation as a dedicated and reliable clergy partner, a loving pastoral caregiver, and a skilled
leader of innovation in ways that honor and affirm tradition. She enjoys teaching children to love Jewish music
and brings experience and excitement to the work she will do with our new kids’ choir, Kol Chokolad. She is
passionate about helping teens develop a Jewish ethical approach to navigating life’s challenges and is eager to
build relationships with them as a teacher in our high school. As an active partner in interfaith work in New Jersey,
she is inspired by the Tri-Faith Initiative and has creative ideas for how music can enhance this sacred work. To read
more about Cantor Alexander, visit her website at www.cantoralexander.org.
Raised as a member of KAM Isaiah Israel congregation in Chicago’s Hyde Park
neighborhood, Cantor Alexander blossomed as a Jewish musician under the
influence of the legendary Jewish liturgical composer Max Janowski. She also spent
many years as a camper at OSRUI. Cantor Alexander will move to Omaha this
summer with her husband Jacob and their three children, Evelyn (8), Brianna (8), and
Brian (4). We look forward to welcoming them warmly and enthusiastically to our
Temple Israel family!
We are grateful to our Cantor Search Committee for their outstanding work in
bringing Cantor Alexander to Temple Israel. Co-Chairs Traci Kugler and Marti Poulos
led an excellent and dedicated team consisting of our members Brooklyn
Armstrong, Tami Field, Tom Friedman, Scott Goodman, Andie Gordman, Joseph
Pinson, Jeff Platt, Miles Remer, Sylvia Roffman, Leora Werner, Terry Zacharia, Rabbi
Stoller, and Rabbi Berezin. We would not have found such an extraordinary cantor
without their tireless efforts rooted in genuine love for our congregation.
We have been so blessed by Cantor Shermet’s talent,
presence, and love for 18 years, and we know we will
be equally blessed by the beautiful music and kind
soul of her very worthy successor, Cantor Joanna
Alexander. We give our thanks to God for the honor
and privilege of being part of this holy community.
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Spaghetti Dinner: A Celebratin of Past Pastas
If you have spent any time at Temple Israel in the past
50 years, it is inevitable that all discussions will find
their way to including two seemingly innocuous
words: Spaghetti Dinner.
Whether you are 14 or 88, just mentioning the event
brings fond memories of meatballs, a metal statue of
an Italian chef, and bidding wars over Gretchen
Radler’s famous rugalach. “It was 1963 and I was a
freshman when I first did it,” Gary Kaplan reminisced.
Back in the 1960s,
OTYG members
would auction
themselves off to
the congregation
for things like
babysitting and
yard work. “The best
job you hoped to get
bought for was to
serve one of Mike
and Gloria Fleischl’s
fancy eight course
dinner parties,” said
Gary.
Although Spaghetti Dinners can be traced back to as
early as the 1960s, it would not be executed on the
scale or seen as a fixture in Temple Israel life for years.
It all started with two freshman Treasurer co-chairs,
Stephanie DePorte Eshel and Elizabeth Kaplan in
1991. Stephanie came to her father, Dennis, the
current Executive Director of Temple Israel, to help
make it happen. It just so happened that Dennis was
a member of the Sons of Italy, who for 40 years held a
spaghetti dinner every Thursday at their hall on 10th
and Pacific Street. Dennis asked for their help, and
members of the order become the first volunteers of
Temple Israel’s modern Spaghetti Dinner. Raising
$2,000 in its first year, Spaghetti Dinner now raises
over $20,000.
A portion of the proceeds goes towards Camp
Rainbow, which provides free camping experiences
to children undergoing treatment for, and survivors
Temple Israel

of, cancer and blood-related diseases and disorders.
The other portion of the proceeds goes towards
funding OTYG programming.
“As Midwestern Jews, we wanted to make sure our
kids participated with other Jewish children. It was a
dynamic time for our country and a dynamic time for
our children. We gave them every possible push and
opportunity behind these young adults. Temple Israel
has always had a youth group and been incredibly
supportive of it. This
is why you have
people who come
to the Spaghetti
Dinner or donate
items years after
their kids leave,”
recounts Carol
Farber.
Whether it was the
1960s, 1991, or
2019, it is clear that
Temple Israel has
always made the
development of
their young people a priority. “Temple Israel has
always been supportive because you have to be so
intentionally Jewish here. You have to choose to be a
Jew in Nebraska; you can’t be casual about it,” says
Jane Rips.
Join OTYG on Sunday, March 3, 5:30 p.m. as we
celebrate the legacy of Spaghetti Dinner and close a
wonderful chapter in our congregation. This is not an
end, but a beginning of a new chapter that opens the
space for our youth group to create new traditions for
years to come. Tickets are $10 per adult, $4 per young
person ages 6-12, and no charge for children five and
younger.
For any inquiries or if you would like to donate to our
final Spaghetti Dinner, please contact Youth Director
Jacob Kahn, jkahn@templeisraelomaha.com.
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Religious School

Thank You for Your Heartfelt Support of our Religious School!
Religious School Families, watch for Religious School Director Sharon Comisar-Langdon’s monthly
emails on Religious School event details and calendar changes. Contact Sharon for more information.
February 8-11

Grades 9 & 10 Washington, D.C. L’taken Trip

Sunday, February 10

Grades PreK-2, 5-6 Religious School & Temple Tots
Grades 3-4 Mitzvah Fair

Wednesday, February 13

Grades 3-6 Religious School
School Dinner, Family School, Grades 7-12 Religious School

Friday, February 15

Chocolate Shabbat Featuring Kol Chokolad Grades 3-5 Kids’ Choir

Sunday, February 17

No Religious School – Presidents Day

Wednesday, February 20

Grades 3-6 Religious School
School Dinner, Family School, Grades 7-12 Religious School

February 22-23

Grade 6 Family Retreat

Sunday, February 24

Grades PreK-5 Religious School

Wednesday, February 27

Grades 3-6 Religious School
School Dinner, Family School, Grades 7-12 Religious School

Sunday, March 3

Grades K-6 Religious School & OTYG Spaghetti Dinner

Wednesday, March 6

Grades 3-6 Religious School
School Dinner, Family School, Grades 7-12 Religious School

Sunday, March 10

Grades PreK-6 Religious School & Temple Tots

Wednesday, March 13

Grades 3-6 Religious School
School Dinner, Family School, Grades 7-12 Religious School

Friday, March 15

Chocolate Shabbat Featuring Kol Chokolad Grades 3-5 Kids’ Choir

Sunday, March 17

No Religious School – Spring Break

Wednesday, March 20

Grades 3-6 Religious School, 4 p.m.
PreK-12 Religious School Purim Party, 5 p.m.
Erev Purim Service & Spiel, 6 p.m.
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Youth & Young Adults
OTYG

JYG

Chocolate Shabbat and Ice Skating
Friday, February 15, 6-9 p.m.
What is better than chocolate and ice skating? Join
the congregation and OTYG for services, chocolate,
and some icy fun! There is no cost to participate.
Transportation to and from Moylan Iceplex will be
at Temple Israel. RSVP to Jacob Kahn,
jkahn@templeisraelomaha.com.

JYG Chavurah in Kansas City
March 8-10
Chavurot are not only for high schoolers. Missouri
Valley JYG Chavurah is open to all 7th and 8th
grade students. This weekend provides an amazing
opportunity for our future Jewish leaders to make
new friends and connect with Judaism in a unique
way. Deadline to register is February 20. Register
online: bit.ly/2MA1C1b
If there are any questions or concerns, please
contact Youth Director Jacob Kahn,
jkahn@templeisraelomaha.com

Chocolate Shabbat and Escape Room
Friday, March 15, 6-9 p.m.
Being trapped in a room is not bad all the time. With
OTYG, you can have a blast! Join the congregation
and OTYG for services, chocolate, and mind puzzles!
Cost to participate is $10. Transportation to and
from the escape room will be at Temple Israel. RSVP
to Jacob Kahn, jkahn@templeisraelomaha.com.

Specializing in infants, children, adolescents,
young adults and special needs

Lourdes M. Secola-Ocanto
D.D.S., M. Sc. D

14270 W. Maple Road, Omaha, NE 68164

(402)491-3100 (office) • (402)445-4094 (fax)

www.westmapledental.com

Contact Nik Alexander to
place an ad today!
nalexander@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2536
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Pray Learn Engage
Wednesday Evening Adult Education

Thursday Morning Symposium

What Happens When We Die?
Tri-Faith Perspectives on the Afterlife
February 13, 6:30 p.m. – Islamic Views of the Afterlife
with Imam Jamal Daoudi of the American Muslim
Institute
February 20, 6:30 p.m. – Jewish Views of the Afterlife
with Rabbi Brian Stoller
February 27, 6:30 p.m. – Christian Views of the
Afterlife with Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander of Countryside
Community Church
For millennia, the world’s great religions have
speculated about the afterlife as a way of making
sense of human life and mortality. In this three-part
series, the clergy of the Tri-Faith Initiative will lead
us in exploration of what Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam teach about what happens when we die.

The History of the Jewish People

Woody Allen on the Bible
Taught by: Rabbi Brian Stoller
March 6 & 13, 6:30 p.m.
Woody Allen has something to say about pretty
much everything, including the Hebrew Bible.
Together we will study the legendary comedian
and filmmaker’s insightful commentaries on two of
the Bible’s most controversial stories – the Binding
of Isaac and the Book of Job – and discuss what his
interpretations can teach us about good and evil,
human frailty, and the world we live in today.
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The Jewish story is a rich, dynamic saga of creativity,
courage, struggle, persecution, overcoming,
building, and changing the world – a saga more
than two millennia in the making. Over the course
of the year, our clergy and a variety of prominent
guest teachers will guide us on a journey through
the ages, experiences, events, places, and people
– from Abraham and Sarah to medieval Europe to
modern America and the State of Israel – that have
shaped our collective history.
Tzfat & the Kabbalah
Taught by: Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
February 14, 10 a.m.
Shabbetai Zvi: The False Messiah
Taught by: Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
February 21, 10 a.m.
Shtetl Life in Eastern Europe
Taught by: Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin
February 28, 10 a.m.
The Birth of Hasidism
Taught by: Rabbi Mendel Katzman
March 7, 10 a.m.
The Age of the Court Jew
Taught by: Rabbi Brian Stoller
March 14, 10 a.m.

www.templeisraelomaha.com
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Pray Learn Engage
Temple Tots
Sundays, February 10 and March 10, 10:30 a.m.
Chocolate Shabbat
Fridays, February 15 and March 15
Dinner, 5:15 p.m., Services, 6 p.m.
Join us at Temple Israel for a multi-generational
family service featuring our kids’ choir, Kol
Chokolad! Everyone is invited! Chocolate Shabbat
starts with a community dinner, continues with
Friday evening Shabbat service, followed by a
delicious chocolate oneg. There is no cost for the
dinner, but we do need your reservation so we
know how much macaroni and cheese to make.
RSVP to Temple Israel, 402-556-6536.

First Friday Shabbat Services
Friday, March 1, 6 p.m.
Enjoy lively services with our First Friday band!
Everyone celebrating a birthday or anniversary
during the month of March is invited to come and
receive a special blessing. During the oneg we will
celebrate with a simcha cake!

Jamco Abatement
Services Inc
Kathryn P. Schneider, D.D.S.
1915 N. 121st St, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68154

402.493.2314

www.schneiderfamilydentistry.com

			

Asbestos & Mold Removal

Matt Timmerman
402-578-4804
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		
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Pray Learn Engage
More Than a Joke:
Does Your Mother Know You Are Doing That?
Tuesday, February 12, 6 p.m.
Mayne Street Market, 6207 Maple St
For more information and how to register, visit
www.facebook.com/TriFaithInitiative/
Temple TED Talk
Sunday, February 24, 10:30 a.m.
Rosh Chodesh: Challenging Our Perspectives
Speaker Hosted by Ellen Platt
Tuesday, March 5, 6:30 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh marks the beginning of the Hebrew
month and serves as an opportunity for women of
every generation to gather and connect, learn and
pray, and socialize and create. Watch the eTidings
for more information!
Breakfast Service at the Stephen Center:
Volunteers Needed
Sunday, March 10, 8:30 a.m. – Noon
Volunteer sessions are good for families with
teens (12+ yrs old) as well as adults. This is a great
opportunity to get to make a difference in our
community, and for students to fulfill volunteer
hours for their b’nai mitzvah or school. We could
really use your help! Visit tinyurl.com/SCenter2019
to sign up for a session.
Temple Israel Book Club
The Gift of Imperfection by Brene Brown
Sunday, March 10, 10:30 a.m.
A motivational and inspiring guide to wholehearted
living, rather than just the average self-help book.
With this groundbreaking work, Brené Brown, Ph.D.,
bolsters the self-esteem and personal development
process through her characteristic heartfelt, honest
storytelling. With original research and plenty of
encouragement, she explores the psychology
of releasing our definitions of an “imperfect” life
and embracing living authentically. Brown’s “ten
guideposts” are benchmarks for authenticity that
can help anyone establish a practice for a life of
honest beauty—a perfectly imperfect life.
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“My Story of Survival” with Magda Brown
Wednesday, March 27, 6:30 p.m.
Magda, from
Miskolc,
Hungary, will
be speaking at
Temple Israel
as part of the
Annual Week of
Understanding.
She grew up in a
safe, loving home and enjoyed a normal childhood.
After German troops occupied Budapest, Magda
and her family were sent to the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp in Poland. After arriving,
Magda was separated from her mother, father,
aunts, uncles, and cousins. It was the last time she
saw them — they were sent directly into the gas
chambers.
After two months of horrendous torture and
imprisonment in Auschwitz, Magda was “selected”
to be sent to a work camp. At the end of March
1945, Magda was sent on a death march to
Buchenwald. Magda and several prisoners decided
that they were going to attempt to escape. They
hid in a nearby barn for almost two days until two
American Armed Forces discovered Magda and the
other women and liberated them. After the war,
Magda made contact with her aunts and uncles in
the United States, who sponsored her immigration
to the U.S. Her family members welcomed her to
their home in Chicago in September 1946. Magda
still live in Chicago area. Magda is a member of the
Speaker’s Bureau of the Illinois Holocaust Museum
& Education Center.

www.templeisraelomaha.com

Our Congregation
Birth dcil

Mazel tov on the birth of...
Walter Nathan Beckman, son of Jennie and David
Beckman, and grandson of Linda and Harry Gates,
and Linda and Dennis Beckman.
Parker B. Hagemoser, son of Cari and Kevin
Hagemoser, and grandson of Gary and Sherri
Green, Bret and Dorianne Harpster, and Tim and
Manuela Hagemoser.

Ezra Graham Mara, son of Amanda and Joshua
Mara, and grandson of John and Lena Caton,
Cassandra Manzo, and David and Julie Mara.
Amelia Eve Rohr, daughter of Ariella and Joseph
Rohr and granddaughter of Brent and Tami
Lowensohn, and Stephen and Wendy Rohr.

B’nai Mitzvah devn ipa
Ryan Fisher will celebrate his bar mitzvah on March 9. He is the son of Andi
and Patrick Fisher, and brother of Reese and Ceci. Ryan is a 7th grader at
Westside Middle School, where he is an honors math student. Ryan spends
most of his time playing select soccer for Sporting Omaha FC, where he was
chosen Player of the Year for his team. When he is not on the soccer field,
you can find him hanging out with his friends, listening to music, playing
video games, or watching HGTV. For his Mitzvah Project, Ryan volunteered
at the Aspen Drake Seemann Foundation, which helps children and families
in the Omaha area dealing with a tragedy. Ryan made pinwheels, created
spreadsheets of data, and tagged a lot of stuffed animals.

Meet a Board Member
As a way for you to get to know our Board of Trustees, every Tidings we will focus on one or two
members so you can learn more about them!
What is your occupation? Medical Device Sales
What is your connection to Temple Israel? I grew up at Temple Israel and
had my bar mitzvah here. My parents, Georgine and Larry Koom, were
members and my moms family, the Milder’s, have been members for a very
long time.
What are you passionate about? I enjoy being with my family, fitness (enjoy
training), and being able to help people, which is why my work connection is Brandon Koom
important as I hope that what I provide to surgeons helps patients outcomes!
Why did you decide to join the Temple Israel Board of Trustees? After being part of the Leadership
Development Program, I was asked to take a step to the Board. I wanted to be more involved in Temple
Israel and activities connected to the congregation.

Temple Israel
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Our Congregation
In Sympathy dngp

The Congregation records with sorrow the deaths of our members’ relatives...
Marvin J. Azriel, beloved husband of the late
Beatrice nee Sapoznick, loving father of Elyce
(Aryeh), Phillip (Karen) and the late Louis Azriel
and dear father-in-law of Laurie (Howard) Prager,
adored grandfather of Leora (Matt), Brian (Katie),
Jim (Christy), Anne, Ben (Rachel), Jacob (Elyse),
Yaniv, Adam, Jordan (Aaron) and Hillary, proud
great-grandfather of Gabe, Mia and Ava, caring
brother of the late Sheldon (the late Renee), and
fond uncle of many
M. Ronald (Ron) Brodkey, preceded in death by
his parents, David and Helen Brodkey. Ron was
the beloved husband of Beth Brodkey; father
of Sharon Brodkey and Alfred Brodkey; proud
grandfather of Ariel Brodkey; brother of Robert
(Florence) Brodkey; and uncle of David (Lauren
Berman) Brodkey and Naomi (Eran) Sharon.
Frederick Arthur Bromley, survived by his
three children, Bud, Mark and Wendy and
three stepdaughters, Joan, Barbara and
Susan, numerous grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
Frederick (Fritz) S. Cassman, preceded in
death by his parents, Irving and Celia Cassman;
sister Claire Krasnow. He is survived by his wife
of 67 years Molline; children: Amy Friedman
(Sandy), Joel Cassman, Bob Cassman (Kym);
six grandchildren and one great-grandchild;
relatives, friends and colleagues at the Law Firm
of Abrahams Kaslow & Cassman.

Stanley E. Perlmeter, preceded in death by wife
Janet Shapiro Perlmeter. He is the husband of
Ronnie Koenigsberg Perlmeter, proud father
of Jeff, Michael (Rosemary) and Rex (Rachel
Hertzman), and adored by his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Beverly K. Seldin, preceded in death by parents
Joseph and Sarah Seidel, stepfather Harry
Levin, and brother Herb Seidel. She is survived
by husband Millard, sons Scott (Beth), Derry
(Wendy), and daughter Traci Moser (David),
grandchildren, Ariana, Benjamin, Marina, Grayson,
Aaron and Grant, cousins, nieces, nephews and
devoted friends.
Judy Siref, preceded in death by her mother
Sylvia Siref Davis, father Harry Siref, stepfather
Irving Davis, and grandparents Rose and Isadore
Goldstein, and Louis Baum. She is survived by
her husband Steve Fradkoff, son Heath Fradkoff
(Lindsey), grandson Hugh, sister Linda Siref Redler
(Steve), brother Richard Siref (Gwen Gomez),
nieces and nephews Cindy Stoneking (Brian),
Rob Simons (Tonya), Marcos Siref, Robin Siref,
great nieces and nephews Rachel and Harrison
Stoneking, Jack and Ava Simons.

Jane M. Diesen, survived by husband and life
partner Donald L. Heck, and children Jennifer
(John) Glazer, Donald (Heidi) Heck, Dianna (Jeff )
Zaleski; and grandchildren, Grant, Danny, Jane,
Cayden, Jackson, Avery, Noah.
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Weekly Donations
December 17-23
Cantor Shermet Discretionary Fund
Lois Milder in Memory of Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Doris Parker in Memory of Frances Singer
Caring Fund
Judy Feigin in Memory of Sanford Cohn
Andi and Don Goldstein in Memory of
Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Margo Parsow in Memory of Betty Rubin
Cemetery Improvement Fund
Stacey and Jonathan Rockman and Judy Roffman
in Memory of Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Education Fund
Beth Friedman in Memory of Marci
Brookstein Mainus
Nancy Rips in Memory of Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Barb and Larry Zacharia in Memory of Frances
“Chickie” Gilinsky and Betty Rubin
Endowment Fund
Jill and Mike Erman in Memory of Frances “Chickie”
Gilinsky and in Honor of Joanie Lehr’s
Recovery and in Honor of Jody and
Don Yale’s Marriage
Barb and Gary Goldstein in Memory of Robert Baker
Jodi and Mike Levine in Memory of Frances
“Chickie” Gilinsky
Pat Mogil in Memory of Ethel Mogil and Betty Rubin
Jerry Schneider in Memory of Cynthia Schneider
Eric Starr in Memory of Harry Rothkop
Janis L. Yale Enrichment Fund
Susie and Marvin Cohn in Memory of Herb Davis
Jon Meyers Leadership Development Fund
Denise and Jon Meyers in Memory of Stanley
Perlmeter, Betty Rubin and Beverly Seldin

Temple Israel

Joanie and Marty Lehr
Presidential Discretionary Fund
Judy and Jack Baker and Frances Fried in Honor of
Joanie Lehr’s Recovery
Joanie Lehr in Memory of Jane M. Diesen, Stanley
Perlmeter and Beverly Seldin
Sandy and John Lehr in Memory of Jane M. Diesen,
Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky, Stanley Perlmeter
and Beverly Seldin
Landscape Fund
Hannah Ashar and the Bronfman team, Janice and
Bruce Bernstein, and Tina and Joe Meyers in
Memory of Jane M. Diesen
Anne, Alan, Marty and Cathy Cohen in Memory of
Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky and Betty Rubin
Music Fund
Frances Fried in Memory of Beverly Seldin
Dora Goldstrom in Memory of Frances
“Chickie” Gilinsky
Rabbi Berezin Discretionary Fund
Karen Bettger and Eldon Dotker in Memory of
Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Rabbi Stoller Discretionary Fund
Suzi and Mike Mogil in Memory of Betty Rubin
Temple Israel Youth Group Fund
Sandy and Sherman Brodkey in Memory of
Frances “Chickie” Gilinsky
Donna Givner, Andie and Don Goldstein, Alicia and
Frank Holstein, Martha and Dick Lerner
and Cris and Rhonda Sahner in Memory of
Marci Brookstein Mainus
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13111 Sterling Ridge Drive
Omaha, NE 68144
402-556-6536
templeisrael@templeisraelomaha.com
templeisraelomaha.com
Senior Rabbi Brian Stoller
Associate Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin
Cantor Wendy Shermet
Emeritus Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Executive Director Dennis DePorte
Religious School Director Sharon Comisar-Langdon
Director of Communications Cassandra Hicks Weisenburger
Office Manager Misty Weidner

Find Us on Social Media!
facebook.com/templeisraelomaha
twitter.com/templeisraeloma
instagram.com/templeisraelomahane
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