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URJ Benchmarking and Assessment
Project Results and Next Steps
By President Andie Gordman and Rabbi Brian Stoller

As our congregation continues to plan for our future, we are studying other congregations who are engaging
in innovative and creative worship and programming to meet the needs of their congregants. Temple Israel
is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism (www.urj.org), and our membership provides us with access to
many resources to assist our professional team as well as our lay leadership. Earlier this year we participated in
the URJ Benchmarking and Assessment Project in order to provide us with feedback from our congregants as
well as access to information on best practices from congregations across North America. Since the project’s
inception, 118 congregations have participated, and there were 15 congregations in our cohort.
The URJ Congregational Benchmarking and Assessment Project gives congregations the opportunity to take
an inward look in a way that is consistent with other congregations. It provides a basis for comparison with
congregations of similar demographics and empowers them to use the data to reflect on their congregation’s
strengths and opportunities. This Project consists of three evaluative components: Financial and Operating Data
Benchmarking Tool, Congregation-Wide Survey, and Qualitative Board Self-Assessment. The URJ partners with
Measuring Success to analyze the data, and all data is coded so congregations are not identified. There is a great
deal of data and many ways to review the information.
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the survey. We had 344 individuals complete the survey
which translates to a 44% response rate. In addition, the Executive Committee of the Board completed the Board
Self-Assessment using the information from our Board Retreat which was held in November 2018. Our professional
team completed the Financial and Operating Data Benchmarking Tool. As part of the program we were provided
with a mentor to help guide a review of the results and help understand the implications for our congregation.
Our professional and lay leadership worked with our mentor over the summer to understand the data and how we
can use the information to continue to strive to meet the needs of our diverse congregation.
We want to provide you with some of the highlights from the
information. Congregants were asked for three words that
describe Temple Israel; the most popular words were: family,
home, caring, comfortable, Jewish, young, youth, services, open,
and Rabbi (see word cloud). The Board Survey showed that the
areas of clergy and staff partnering in leadership development,
committing resources to leadership development, and people
readily accepting volunteer roles were well above average. The
Board survey also showed Temple Israel to be average and above
average in terms of governance and Board culture.
The survey data we have reviewed so far indicated to us that
we need to continue to be innovative in our educational,
programmatic, and worship opportunities. We also need to
continue to strengthen the relationships between congregants and between our new professional team
members and congregants.
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The following goals have been developed in order to focus on many of the areas addressed in the survey:
Holistic Youth & Family Engagement. As we break down the walls between formal and informal youth
engagement, children, teens, and families with young kids will have fun, express their creativity, learn
something meaningful, and experience joy through every engagement they have with Temple Israel.
Inspiring & Varied Worship Experiences. Congregants will experience energetic, joyful, participatory, thoughtprovoking, and integrated worship every week, in a variety of different formats over the course of each month.
Caring Community Infrastructure. We will build a robust and high-functioning volunteer infrastructure to
support our members in times of need, celebrate with them in times of joy, and help them feel that Temple
Israel is their extended family upon which they can rely.
Welcome & Integration of New Team Members. We will create ample opportunities for our new Cantor and
our new Director of Congregational Learning and their families to interact meaningfully with congregants in
order to help them form personal relationships, succeed in their roles, and make Omaha their home.
Member Engagement & Recruitment. We will help our members connect with each other and engage with the
Temple Israel community in ways that speak to their particular passions, skills, and interests; and reach out to the
unaffiliated and introduce them to the Temple Israel community, with the aim of bringing them in as members.
We are confident that with the sacred partnership between our professional team and lay leadership that we
will continue to work together to make our congregation a warm, welcoming, and interesting place to connect,
learn, and pray. If you would like to talk about any of this information please feel free to contact President Andie
Gordman, andie.gordman@me.com, or Rabbi Stoller, bstoller@templeisraelomaha.com. We both look forward to
sharing more of our vision for the future during the High Holidays and throughout the coming year.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?
Give TONI a Call or Text Today!

GREGG YOUNG
H

JEFF & MARI RENSCH

Collision Center

We go the extra mile for you.

OMAHA

All Makes & Models • Free Estimates
Hours: Mon-Fri 7-6 • Sat 8-12

Toni Rosen
402.630.8664
toni.rosen@bhhsamb.com
www.bhhsamb.com
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

			

• Minor to Major Repairs
• Hail repairs
• Glass Repairs / Replace

VOTED OMAHA’S #1 AGENT

4 STRAIGHT YEARS!

JEFF • (402) 677-5333
www.391Jeff.com

MARI • (402) 714-2662
mari@renschgroup.com

402.572.8080
17750 Burt St. Omaha NE | www.gychevy.net

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Temple Israel, Omaha, NE

A 4C 02-1041

High Holidays at Temple Israel Promise to Balance Tradition
with Creativity, and the Familiar with the New
“There’s something new and different going on at Temple Israel.”
That’s the buzz on the street. Since Cantor Joanna Alexander and Ben Mazur,
our new Director of Congregational Learning, joined our team in July, we have
experienced a surge in energy and excitement for the engaging innovations they
are bringing to our community. Attendance at weekly Friday night services is up,
our teachers are radiating enthusiasm for the upcoming year, and congregants of
all ages are already making meaningful connections with our new leadership team!
We are eagerly anticipating the upcoming High Holidays, which will carry forward
this amazing energy by blending longtime Temple Israel traditions with creative
Rabbi Stoller
new music and prayer experiences. Balancing the familiar with the innovative, the
comfortable with the experimental, the High Holidays at Temple Israel this year will
present a variety of opportunities for people of all generations and all dispositions to connect with God,
community, and each other in a meaningful way. I am excited to share this overview of what to expect at
the High Holidays this year:
Kol Rina Rehearsal
September 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22 & October 6
S’lichot
Saturday, September 21, 7 p.m.
S’lichot, meaning “prayers for forgiveness,” marks
the official start of the High Holidays. We will
begin with wine, cheese, and casual conversation
with our new cantor, Joanna Alexander, about
her spiritual journey, her vision for Temple Israel,
and the themes of the High Holidays. A sublime
and gentle S’lichot service led by our clergy, and
featuring the changing of our Torah covers to the
holiday white, will follow.
High Holy Day Food Drive
Sunday, September 29 - Monday, September 30
OTYG will be handing out grocery bags on Rosh
Hashanah for you to fill with food and return on
Yom Kippur. Read about the Yom Kippur Food
Drive & Packing on page 6 for more details!
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Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Sunday, September 29, 7:30 p.m.
Cantor Alexander’s first Rosh Hashanah services
at Temple Israel will feature our adult choir Kol
Rina singing many of our favorite Rosh Hashanah
pieces, along with new and contemporary musical
selections that will elevate our souls and deepen
our grasp of the power of the High Holiday season.
Rabbi Berezin will give the d’var Torah.
Rosh Hashanah Morning Pre-Readers’ Service
Monday, September 30, 9-9:30 a.m.
Rabbi Stoller, Rabbi Berezin, Cantor Alexander,
and Ben Mazur will lead a fun and lively musical
service for pre-school-aged children and their
families, featuring lots of singing, movement, and
an engaging story.
Rosh Hashanah Programming for Grades K-5
Monday, September 30, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Children will have a great time doing High
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Holiday-themed activities, singing songs, and
playing games. Programming will feature a holiday
prayer experience for grades 3-5. All children in
grades K-5 will be brought into the sanctuary to
hear the final shofar blasts.
Rosh Hashanah Morning Services
Monday, September 30, 10:30 a.m.
Services will feature our adult choir Kol Rina
singing many of our favorite Rosh Hashanah
pieces, along with new and contemporary musical
selections that will elevate our souls and deepen
our grasp of the power of the High Holiday season.
Rabbi Stoller will give the d’var Torah.

Musical Prayer and Conversation for Grades 3-5
Monday, September 30, 11:30 a.m.
Rabbi Berezin and Ben Mazur will lead the children
in an energetic and creative prayer experience
in our chapel and engage them in conversation
about the themes of the High Holidays. The
children will come into the sanctuary to hear the
final shofar blasts.
Shabbat Shuva and Tashlich
Friday, October 4, 6 p.m.
This family-friendly Shabbat is the Friday night
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in which
we will think about the ways in which we “missed
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the mark” this year and set intentions for what we
hope to get in the year to come.
Kol Nidre
Tuesday, October 8, 7:30 p.m.
Our service will feature our adult choir Kol Rina
singing many of our favorite Yom Kippur pieces,
along with new and contemporary musical
selections that will elevate our souls and deepen
our grasp of the power of the High Holiday
season. Rabbi Stoller will give the D’var Torah.
Yom Kippur Morning Pre-Readers’ Service
Wednesday, October 9, 9-9:30 a.m.
Rabbi Stoller, Rabbi Berezin, Cantor Alexander,
and Ben Mazur will lead a fun and lively musical
service for pre-school-aged children and their
families, featuring lots of singing, movement, and
an engaging story.
Yom Kippur Programming for Grades K-5
Wednesday, October 9, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Children will have a great time doing High
Holiday-themed activities, singing songs, and
playing games. Programming will feature a
holiday prayer experience for grades 3-5.
Yom Kippur Morning Services
Wednesday, October 9, 10:30 a.m.
Our service will feature our adult choir Kol Rina
singing many of our favorite Yom Kippur pieces,
along with new and contemporary musical
selections that will elevate our souls and deepen
our grasp of the power of the High Holiday
season. Rabbi Berezin will give the D’var Torah.
Musical Prayer and Conversation for Grades 3-5
Wednesday, October 9, 11:30 a.m.
Rabbi Stoller and Ben Mazur will lead the children
in an energetic and creative prayer experience
in our chapel and engage them in conversation
about the themes of Yom Kippur.
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Yom Kippur Food Drive & Packing
Wednesday, October 9, 12:30 p.m.
Last year’s Food Drive was an overwhelming
success! Temple Israel has become one of the
biggest non-corporate contributors to the Food
Bank and we want to continue to support those in
need! We are excited to continue our annual High
Holy Day Food Drive as we help combat food
insecurity. On Yom Kippur, immediately after our
morning service ends (approx. 12:30 p.m.) Rabbi
Berezin and the Food Drive Community will be
leading the congregation in sorting and packing
the canned items we collect for the Food Bank for
the Heartland. This will be a social justice activity
that the entire family can participate in.

This year when you pick up your grocery bag on
Rosh Hashanah, we are urging congregants to
fill it with the following items: Canned Fruits,
Canned Vegetables, Canned Meats, and
Canned Beans. These are items specifically
in need for the Food Bank and will make our
packing more efficient.
On Yom Kippur, we read from the prophet Isaiah,
who asks the people “Is not the fast I desire to
break the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed
go free, to share your bread with the hungry?”
He reminds us that God does not want us to fast
without intention, to engage in the ritual without
understanding the true meaning behind it. As
we collect the food, sort it, pack it, and send it to
the Food Bank where it will then feed the hungry
among us, we help to make this Yom Kippur, this
fast day, a day of true holiness.
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Study Session with Rabbi Stoller
Wednesday, October 9, 2 p.m.
Rabbi Stoller will lead us in study and conversation
about the meaning of Yom Kippur.
Yom Kippur Afternoon Experience
Wednesday, October 9, 3:30-6:15 p.m.
As has become our custom, our Yom Kippur
afternoon service will transition seamlessly
from quiet contemplation
integrated with the soulful
music of the Omaha
Chamber Music Society, to a
“Sacred Texting” experience,
to the reading of Torah and
an interpretive telling of the
Jonah story, to the Yizkor memorial service, and
finally to the sublime spiritual beauty of the closing
N’ilah prayers.
During our “Sacred Texting” experience, we are
going to have a personal and meaningful – but
anonymous – conversation about the ways we
have missed the mark and the ways we hope to
dedicate ourselves to doing better in the coming
year. You will have the opportunity to express your
regrets and your dreams, your triumphs and the
ways you fell short – and we hope you will feel free
to do all that because it will be anonymous.

Break-the-Fast with Temple Israel
for a Sweet New Year
Wednesday, October 9, 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we Break-the-Fast together as a
community! This year our Break-the-Fast is being
graciously sponsored by the Rosalie and Milton
Saylan Fund. Reservations are required. You must
RSVP by Friday, October 4.

MENU
Egg Salad • Tuna Salad • Vegetable Salad
Fruit • Sweet Kugel • Plain Kugel
Bagels and Cream Cheese • Desserts
Root Beer Floats
Kid Friendly Food
(pizza, chicken nuggets, etc.)

Sukkot Building and Decorating
Sunday, October 13, 10:30 a.m. - Noon
Watch the eTidings for more details!
Sukkot at the Alexander’s
Sunday, October 13, 6-8 p.m.
Watch the eTidings for more details!

There will, of course, be plenty of Yom Kippur
worship during which we will invite you not to
have or use your cell phone, but for 45 minutes we
will use our technology to create a sacred space.
Afternoon services will conclude no later than
6:15 p.m.

Temple Israel
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Sukkot Morning Breakfast & Service
Monday, October 14
Breakfast, 9:30 a.m.
Service, 10:30 a.m.
Erev Simchat Torah Service and Consecration
Sunday, October 20, 6 p.m.
Join us in celebrating our kindergarteners as they
begin their Youth Learning Programs education.
The children will receive a blessing from clergy
and join in parading the Torah scrolls around the
Community Court. As in past years, there will be
music provided by Tuffy Epstein and dancing with
our Torah scrolls. Heavy hor d’oeuvres and ice
cream will be served. Please note: Grades PreK-6
will be meeting at 4:30 p.m. in lieu of morning
classes.

Simchat Torah Yizkor Service
Monday, October 21, 10:30 a.m.
If you would like to have the names of your loved
ones read at the Yizkor service, please contact the
Temple Israel office, 402-556-6536, by Thursday,
October 17.

Special Information
Sitter Service
Sunday, September 29, 7:30-9 p.m.
Monday, September 30, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 8, 7:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, October 9, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Children ages 18 months through five years old
will have fun playing with each other in a safe and
controlled environment, listen to stories, and hear
the shofar blast. Reservations are required. $10 per
family/per session. Please reserve a space by calling
the Temple Israel office. There will be a $2 extra
charge per child for late reservations. Confidential
assistance with sitter service fees is available,
contact Executive Director Dennis DePorte, 402556-6536.
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Attention Shofar Blowers!
Are you interested in blowing the shofar during
our Rosh Hashanah service? Please contact Cantor
Alexander, jalexander@templeisraelomaha.com,
as soon as possible.
Sign Language
If you are hearing impaired and would like a seat
reserved at the front of the sanctuary to better
observe the signing, please let us know.
Webcast for High Holidays
Temple Israel will stream live webcasts of its
upcoming High Holiday services in order to reach
homebound congregants or community members
unable to attend the services in person. You can
find a link to the live stream on our website.
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Youth
OTYG Board Meetings
Sundays, September 8 & October 6, Noon - 1 p.m.
OTYG Lock-In First Event of the Year
Saturday, September 21
Drop-off will be at 5 p.m. on Saturday and pick-up
Sunday at 8 a.m. except for those who are
Madrichim, who can stay until the end of Sunday’s
Youth Programming. RSVP by Thursday, September
19 to tinyurl.com/OTYGlockin.

Temple Israel’s 7th & 8th Grade Youth Group
Kick-Off Event!
Sunday, September 22, 1 p.m.
The Mark, 20902 Cumberland Drive, Elkhorn
Join our 7th and
8th graders and
learn about
youth group at
the Mark! There
will be bowling,
laser tag, food, and fun! The cost is $25 and includes
all activities, food, and beverages. RSVP to Aliyah
Lasky, alasky@templeisraelomaha.com, by Monday,
September 9.

Opening Spring 2020
Now accepting reservations

Embark on Your Next Adventure.
Avidor – Omaha’s 55+ Active Adult Premier Community

Life is Better at Avidor
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Youth Learning Programs

Welcome to our new Temple Israel Learning Programs!
We had an amazing opening day for Grades PreK-6 on Sunday, August 18! We started outside
with balloons and breakfast, our students received a warm round of applause upon entering
Temple Israel, they got to see thier new classrooms and meet their teachers, and parents were
able to hear from Rabbi Stoller and I about the changes being made and our vision for the
future of our Learning Programs (no longer called Religious School!). On Wednesday, August
21, we welcomed our teens, and Grades 8-12 were introduced to our new Teen Ed Night
where they will get to make their own choices about classes and experiences!
Tot Shabbat
Fridays, September 20 & October 18, 5:45 p.m.
We are introducing a fun and spiritual
evening created just for our youngest
congregants! We will begin at 5:45 p.m.
with challah braiding and baking, at 6 p.m.
there will be crafts, music, and prayers in the
Chapel, and at 6:30 p.m. we will enjoy dinner
together in the Social Hall.
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Ben Mazur

Erev Simchat Torah Service and Consecration
Sunday, October 20, 6 p.m.
Join us in celebrating our kindergarteners as they begin
their Youth Learning Programs education. The children
will receive a blessing from clergy and join in parading
the Torah scrolls around the Community Court. As in past
years, there will be music provided by Tuffy Epstein and
dancing with our Torah scrolls. Heavy hor d’oeuvres and
ice cream will be served. Please note: Grades PreK-6 will
be meeting at 4:30 p.m. in lieu of morning classes.
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Calendar of Events
Torah
More Than a Joke – A Tri-Faith Symposium
This brand new weekly symposium, co-taught by
the clergy of the Tri-Faith Initiative, will offer people
of any faith or no faith the chance to learn together
and discover new insights in the teachings of
the three Abrahamic traditions. We will have
the unique opportunity to study in each of the
three beautiful Tri-Faith houses of worship, as
sessions will be held at Temple Israel, Countryside
Community Church, and the American Muslim
Institute on a rotating basis. Participants are
invited to bring their own lunch to the Wednesday
sessions and to enjoy some additional snacks
provided by the Tri-Faith Initiative. The learning
and the friendships that will be born from this
experience will be amazing – and Omaha is the
only place in America where this is possible!

Made in God’s Image: Jewish, Christian &
Muslim Perspectives on Human Rights
Tuesday Evening Dinner & Panel Discussion
September 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Lunch-and-Learns
September 11, 18, 25, Noon-1 p.m.
American Muslim Institute
God for Grownups: Modern Theologies for
Modern Believers (and Skeptics Too)
Wednesday Lunch-and-Learns
October 16, 23, 30, Noon-1 p.m.
Tuesday Evening Panel Discussion
November 5, 7-8:30 p.m.
Countryside Community Church
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Calendar of Events
Preparing our Hearts for the High Holidays
Wednesdays, September 4, 11, 18 & 25, 6:30-8 p.m.
As we prepare to enter the High Holy Day season,
Rabbi Stoller will guide us in exploring the themes
of forgiveness, atonement, and renewal, and help us
ready our hearts and minds to come before God in
t’shuvah.
Adult Hebrew Classes
Have you been thinking you’d like to learn Hebrew
or strengthen your Hebrew knowledge? Do you
ever find it challenging to follow along with service,
or wish you knew the meaning of the words? Adult
Hebrew teacher Carmela Kramer will guide us in
learning to read and understand the language of
our tradition. Registration is $125 for 10 sessions.
To register, please contact the Temple Israel office,
402-556-656.
Beginning Adult Hebrew, Level 1
Sundays, October 13, 27, November 3, 10, 17, 24,
December 8, 15, January 12 & 26, 9-10 a.m.
This is class is for people with no basic Hebrew
reading skills who wish to gain the ability to
recognize Hebrew letters and to start learning to
read basic Hebrew words and some prayers.
Adult Hebrew, Level 2
Sundays, October 13, 27, November 3, 10, 17, 24,
December 8, 15, January 12 & 26, 10-11 a.m.
This course is a continuation of the Beginners’
class. Now that you recognize and are able
to pronounce the Hebrew letters and can chant
some prayers, this second-level class will help
you improve your Hebrew reading skills and dive
deeper into the meanings of the prayers.
The Israel Forum
Thursdays, October 17, 24, 31, 10-11:30 a.m.
Israel native Ron Lugasy, a former IDF soldier now
in her second year as the sh’lichah to the Omaha
Jewish community, will guide us in conversation
about current events, art, music, culture, politics,
social dynamics, and other issues pertaining to
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modern Israel and Jewish life inside and beyond
the Jewish state. A new offering this year at Temple
Israel, the Israel Forum is a casual environment
for thought-provoking discussion, friendship, and
community-building.
Omaha Jewish Community Beit Midrash
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Omaha is blessed with a Jewish community whose
members have deep affection for each other
and for its spiritual leaders, regardless of which
congregation you happen to belong to. Embracing
our desire to be together and learn together, this
exciting new Beit Midrash (house of study) will give
all of Jewish Omaha the opportunity to engage
in spirited and challenging study with Rabbi
Steven Abraham, Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, and Rabbi
Brian Stoller on a variety of timely and thoughtprovoking topics. Weekly classes will be held on
a rotating basis at Beth El, Temple Israel, and the
Jewish Community Center, and will culminate with
a Tikkun Leil Shavuot evening of study at Beth El.
Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Omaha, the
Beit Midrash will bring us together to strengthen
one another.
Opening Celebration & Panel Discussion:
Giving Jewishly
Wednesday, October 23, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Taught by: Rabbi Steven Abraham,
Rabbi Ari Dembitzer & Rabbi Brian Stoller
Jewish Community Center
Giving Jewishly: Dignity, Compassion &
Priorities in Tzedakah
Wednesdays, October 30, November 6, 13 & 20
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Taught by: Rabbi Steven Abraham &
Rabbi Brian Stoller
Beth El Synagogue

www.templeisraelomaha.com

Calendar of Events
Service
Shabbat Service Welcoming Ben Mazur
Friday, September 6, 6 p.m.
Join us for a wonderful Shabbat service as we
formally welcome Director of Congregational
Learning Ben Mazur! He will be playing guitar
and giving the d’var Torah. The clergy will also be
giving him an installation blessing.
Tot Shabbat
Fridays, September 20 & October 18, 5:45 p.m.
We are introducing a fun and spiritual evening
created just for our youngest congregants! We
will begin at 5:45 p.m. with challah braiding and
baking, at 6 p.m. there will be crafts, music, and
prayers in the Chapel, and at 6:30 p.m. we will
enjoy dinner together in the Social Hall.

Kindness
Sunday Breakfast Service at the Stephen Center
Sundays, September 8 & 29, October 13, 8:30 a.m.
Temple Israel assists the Stephen Center kitchen
with preparing and serving breakfast to their
residents. These volunteer sessions are good for
families with teens (12+ yrs old) as well as adults.
If you do sign up your child, we ask that a parent
also volunteer on that same day. This is a great
way to get in some volunteer hours also for a b’nai
mitzvah or school required hours!
Social Justice Committee Meeting
Sunday, October 6, 10:30 a.m.

Community
Book Club
Sundays, September 8 & October 13, 10:30 a.m.
In September we will discuss Inheritance by Dani
Shapiro, and in October our book will be We Were
Strangers Once by Betsy Carter. All are welcome!

Temple Israel

Holy Smokes
Tuesday, September 10, 7 p.m. Copa Cabana
Rabbi Azriel will be our teacher at Copa Cabana as
we enjoy an evening of cigars, cocktails, and deep
discussions with the men of Temple Israel. Cost is
$25 and payment will be taken at the door. RSVP
to Temple Israel, 402-556-6536.
2019 URJ Biennial in Chicago
December 11-15
Imagine celebrating Shabbat with 5000 people all
“present.” It is a singular experience - enormous
while intimate, grand while personal. Shabbat is
one of the highlights of the The Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) Biennial - a buzz of fantastic music,
engaging conversations, and deeply spiritual
experiences.
This year, the Biennial will include a truly special
honor for Temple Israel and the Tri-Faith Initiative
when we will receive national recognition for
“promoting the values and imperatives around
interfaith cooperation” with the URJ’s Eisendrath
Award, the highest honor that the Reform
Movement bestows. In addition to Shabbat, we
will hear from inspiring leaders and participate in
hands-on workshops and bring a renewed energy
back to our Omaha Jewish community. Contact
Mindi Armstrong, 402-556-6536, to learn more
about coordinating your registration and travel
details with our Temple Israel group. We hope you
can join us!

Tri-Faith
Abraham: Out of One, Many - Opening Program
Sunday, September 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Temple Israel
Tri-Faith Listening Session
Sunday, September 15, 10:30 a.m.
Neighbor to Neighbor Mixer
Thursday, September 19, 5-7:30 p.m., Temple Israel
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Our Congregation
New Members
Abigail and Jordan Lill
moved to Omaha from
Des Moines four years ago
so Jordan could pursue
his Ph.D. in Psychology at
UNMC. Abigail has a B.F.A.
in Theater Directing and an
M.F.A in Creative Writing,
and she works full-time at
Ackley Editing Services.
Abigail and Jordan have
two sons, Frederik (4) and
Gustar (7), and in their free
time the entire family loves to play hockey.
Sharon Pelc has lived in six different states and
currently works at the University of Nebraska
Kearney in University Administration. Sharon has
two daughters, Miri Ann (27) who is currently
pursuing her Masters of Physician Assistant, and
Danielle (25) who is working towards her M.B.A.
Danielle participated in Taglit/Birthright in 2017 and
Miri Ann has studied at several ulpans and recently
worked as a medic volunteer with Magen David
Adom in Tel Aviv. Sharon and her family love to
travel. This year they vacationed to Maui and they
spend part of every winter in Florida.

Birth dcil

Wendi Rosenblatt was
born and raised in Omaha
and after moving away
has returned to her home
town. She is currently the Sr.
Director Finance at Hearst
Television. In her free time,
Wendi likes to garden,
spend time with family and
friends, and watch TV (it is her line of work!). She
also has a beautiful, long-haired calico cat named
Winnie who she says is the boss of her.
Patricia Mark
and Stewart
Winograd
married in
2015. Stewart,
originally from
Denver, is a
Market Data
Analyst at DTN
and enjoys
playing classical piano. Trish, who is from Upstate
New York and has lived in both Alaska and Hawaii,
moved to Omaha in 2012 to be with Stewart.
Patricia is a homemaker caring for their two
children, Nathaniel (4) and Rachel (2). Their family
has a pug named Jack.

Mazel tov on the birth of...
Robert (Robbie) Eric Berezin, son of Rabbi Deana and Jared Berezin, grandson of Fred and Vicki Sussman
and Stephen and Sue Berezin, and great-grandson of Mickey and Judy Fredman and Carl Sussman.
Ari Dae Epstein, son of Lindsay and Alex D. Epstein, grandson of Lisa and Gary D. Epstein, and greatgrandson of Harold Epstein.

Conversion

xeib

We welcome Ashton Linthicum who has recently chosen Judaism. May she go from strength to strength!

Marriage oi`eyip

Rachel Elizabeth Roberts and Justin Robert Lewis. Parents are Nancy Milder Lazer and Brenda and
Chris Lewis.
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Our Congregation
In Sympathy dngp

The Congregation records with sorrow the deaths of our members’ relatives...
Mark Louis Erman, beloved husband of Monique
Soltani, proud father of Ayla and Josephine, son of
our member Joseph Erman and the late Ruth Erman,
brother of our member Dana Kaufman (Michael),
and also survived by niece and nephews, and many
aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends
Hersz Flatowicz, survived by his beloved wife of 70
years, Paulette (Baranowski) Flatowicz; his children,
our member Pierre Flatowicz (Claire), Martine Levine
(Harold z’l), Francois Flatowicz (Rhonda), John
Flatowicz (Pat), and Glen Flatowicz; grandchildren
Jason Flatowicz, Jeffrey Levine (Sara Beth), Shayna
Flatowicz-Farmer (Kevin), Nicole Flatowicz, our
member Rachel Flatowicz, and Lisa Rubin (Eric); and
great-grandchild Mason Newton
Sonia Forbes, preceded in death by parents Libby
and Harry Roitstein; husband Irving W. Forbes;
daughter Lynnette Forbes; and brother Morrie
(Ann) Roitstein. Survived by her daughter Deenie
(Larry) Meyerson; son Stewart (Susan) Forbes;
grandchildren Lance (Sherri) Meyerson, our
member Heidi (Scott) Schneiderman, our member
Scott (Jenny) Meyerson, our member Troy (Jamie)
Meyerson, Lisa (Stephen) Satter, Stephanie (Adam)
Donner, Curtis (Melissa) Forbes; and many greatgrandchildren, nieces, and nephews
Steven H. Goodman, survived by his wife, Carol
E. Frana, his children, Terri L. Steele (James D.
Steele) and Scott H. Goodman (Jennifer L. CollinsGoodman), stepsons, Joseph C. Frana and Jeffrey
E. Frana, stepdaughter, Jacquelyn C. Carrothers,
his grandchildren, Hannah L. Goodman, Shelby
H. Goodman, and Zahara L. Howard, five stepgrandchildren, two step-great-grandchildren, his
brother Fredric E. Goodman (Roz Goodman), his
uncle Marvin W. Goodman, his nieces and nephews,
and his second wife Edith S. Davis
Gary Kaplan, beloved husband of our member
Sally Kaplan, loving father of Elizabeth Kaplan (Steve
Christensen), Katie (Michael) Cohen, Carrie (John)
Gobel, proud grandfather of Haley Cohen, Jacob
Cohen, Samuel Kaplan, Ilana Kaplan, Elliot Gobel and
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Emmett Gobel, brother of Nancy Marshall, brotherin-law of Suzy Davidson and Peggy Pulanco, and
also survived by nieces, nephews, cousins and loving
friends
Esther Katleman, beloved wife of our member
Robert Katleman, loving mother of our member Debi
Smedlund (Jeff), and Steve Katleman (Roberta), proud
grandmother of our member Rebecca Smedlund and
Daniel Katleman, and sister of Henry Berman (Mary)
Larry E. Katz, survived by his wife Nancy Katz, his
children Danielle Howell (Bryan) and Matthew Katz,
his grandchildren Kathryn Howell, Emelia Howell,
and James Howell, and his sister Marcia Schlecker
Larry Kavich, beloved husband of Andi Kavich, loving
father of Amee Zetzman (Ted) and Jeff Kavich (Donna
Kush), and proud grandfather to Katie Zetzman,
Chelsea Kavich, Rachel Zetzman and Ally Kavich
Joan E. “Joanie” Martin, preceded in death by
husbands Marshall Zalkin, Bruce Horwich and
Richard Martin. Survived by children Cheril Comisar
(Frank), Brenda Frost (Dan), Steve Zalkin (Kathy);
brother Miles Remer; grandchildren Marshall
Comisar (Shannon), Andrea Gomez (John), Eric
Rosenberg (Molly), Marci Rosenberg; seven great
grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews
Robert Pitlor, survived by our member Betti
Robinson, Sonya Ruff, Cindi Weiss, Jan Snyder, Lori
Feldman and their families
Susan Nassauer Rothholz, preceded in death by
Phillip Rothholz, survived by her children Larry
Budwig, Michael Budwig and Avvy Marr, and Wendy
Budwig and her grandchildren Brianne Marr, Walker
Budwig-Scannell, Cecelia Budwig-Scannell, Hannah
Budwig, Sophie Budwig, Aleia Budwig, Maya
Budwig, and Emily Budwig and her cat, Skittles
Harriet Singer, beloved wife of the late Lazier
Singer, lovely mother of Sandy (Stuart) Kutler,
and Mark Singer, proud grandmother of Alison
Kutler, Traci (Lance) Kugler, and Lana Singer, greatgrandmother of Lauren, Alex, Ryan, Evan, and
Megan Kugler, and sister of Charney Rosinsky

SEPTEMBER 2019 15

Temple Israel

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Omaha, NE
Permit No. 265

The Reform Jewish Congregation of Omaha

13111 Sterling Ridge Drive
Omaha, NE 68144
402-556-6536
templeisrael@templeisraelomaha.com
templeisraelomaha.com

Senior Rabbi Brian Stoller
Assistant Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin
Cantor Joanna Alexander
Emeritus Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Emerita Cantor Wendy Shermet
Executive Director Dennis DePorte
Director of Congregational Learning Ben Mazur
Director of Communications Cassandra Hicks Weisenburger
Office Manager Misty Weidner

Temple Israel Billing Process

Tri-Faith Communications

We are excited to introduce our new online billing
statements. This new online system, which allows you
to view your statement online, is designed to be easy
to use and more efficient for everyone. Each month
you will receive an email from no_reply@plugnpay.
com which will come from Plug N Pay Technologies
and is the email service provider for this statement
process. Any replies to this email address will go to
templeisrael@templeisraelomaha.com. The email will
contain a secure link that takes you to your Temple
Israel statement. On the statement page you will be
able to view your statement and decide which items
you wish to pay. Once you have made that decision,
the statement page will allow you to choose which
secure payment option you wish to utilize and pay
your bill either by credit card or through a deduction
from your bank account.

The Tri-Faith Initiative is a separate organization
soon to be located on the Tri-Faith Commons.
Since the Tri-Faith Initiative is a separate
organization they maintain a separate data base
and email list. Temple Israel will not provide your
personal information directly to Tri-Faith without
your authorization. Three congregations on one
commons is a truly unique opportunity for
friendship, collaboration, and connection. The
physical proximity we enjoy helps foster deep
relationships. While the Tri-Faith Center is still in
construction, our partner, Tri-Faith Initiative is
busy creating programming and events that are
welcome to all. If you'd like to keep up with the
events and happenings that Tri-Faith Initiative is
working on, we encourage you to sign up for their
mailing list at trifaith.org. By opting into the
Tri-Faith newsletter you will receive future
communications about the programs that
connect our congregations. If you have any
questions, please contact President Andie
Gordman, andie.gordman@me.com.

If you haven’t received a statement email or if you
have any questions please contact Executive
Director Dennis DePorte, 402-556-6536 or
ddeporte@templeisraelomaha.com.
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