TIDINGS
January 2020 .

hay / zah

. 5780

Celebrate Chanukah
with Latkes, Dreidels & Song!
Chanukah Service & Dinner
Friday, December 27
Join us for a special, family-friendly, interactive Chanukah
service followed by dinner and games for all ages. Bring your
dreidels and your favorite family menorah to decorate your
holiday table! We will begin with candle lighting and Kiddush in
the Simon Community Court at 5:30 p.m., services start at 6
p.m., and dinner will immediately follow. The menu contains:
brisket, vegetables, latkes with applesauce or sour cream, and
dessert. RSVP to Temple Israel, templeisraelomaha.com.
After December 20, the cost will be $18 for adults and
$10 for children in 2nd-6th grade.
Hear from congregants about their
special Chanukah memories on pages 8-9.

Celebrating your Simchas
Above the entrance to our sanctuary, you will see the words, in Hebrew and English, “da lifnei mi atah omed
– Know before whom you stand.” These words remind us that Temple Israel, at its heart, is a family – a family that
knows each other, and cares about each other; a family that comforts each other in times of grief, and celebrates
together in times of joy.
As we seek to deepen our connections with you as your clergy and to help nurture the relationships all of us have
with our fellow congregants, we would like to invite you to share your Simcha Celebration moments with us so
that we can offer you a blessing during Friday evening or Saturday morning services. For example, if you are
celebrating a birthday or an anniversary, or a child’s or grandchild’s graduation, or a promotion at work, or doing
something exciting for the first time, or going to Israel, or any other kind of success or mazel tov moment in your
life, we would love for you to let us know about it and tell us when you’re planning to be at services so we can
share in your joy with a shehecheyanu blessing. (Shehecheyanu is the blessing we say whenever we experience a
joyous occasion in life.)
It’s easy to do – here’s how: Each week in the eTidings email
newsletter, there will be a link saying, “Let us know about your
Simcha Celebration.” Just click on the link and answer a few short
questions about what you’re celebrating and when you’d like to
come to services to receive a blessing. The choice of date is up to
you; just select from any of the dates listed in the form and we’ll add
your name to the Simcha Celebrations list for that service. Once
you’ve let us know about your simcha, the Temple Israel office will
be in touch to set up a short phone conversation with one of us
clergy so we can learn a little more about your special occasion and
offer a personal blessing for you when you come to services. We do ask that you let us know at least two weeks in
advance to be sure we’ll have enough time to speak with you before the service. Listen to Rabbi Stoller’s Friday
sermon introducing our new initiative.
In addition to celebrating the joyful moments with you, we also want to know about the people you’re
remembering for yahrzeit. No sign-up is required for this. When you come to services for a yahrzeit or for a recent
loss, we invite you to stand before the Kaddish to say the name of the person you’re remembering and briefly
share a memory of them so our community can remember them along with you. We have already been doing this
in services for the last month or so, and it is quite moving to hear our fellow congregants share tender words
about their mother or father, or their sister or brother, or child, or grandparent, or other relative or friend. There is
no obligation to do so, of course, but if you are comfortable and willing to share, we would love the chance to hear
about what your loved one meant to you.
Da lifnei mi atah omed – Know before whom you stand. A big part of knowing each other – a big part of being a
congregational family – is celebrating and grieving together. We hope you will help us deepen our relationships
with each other and draw our Temple Israel family closer together by sharing your Simcha Celebrations and your
moments of remembrance with us.

Rabbi Brian Stoller
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Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin

Cantor Joanna Alexander
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Temple Israel’s
Annual Super Bowl Party
Come watch Super Bowl LIV with us
on our big projection screens in the
Social Hall! On Sunday, February 2,
4:30 p.m. we will be providing allyou-can-eat appetizers and
nonalcoholic drinks. BYOB. We’ll have
everything from wings and dips to
meatballs and sweets. Kids activities
and sitter service provided. The
suggested donation for the evening is
$7 per person or $15 per family. Please
RSVP to Temple Israel, 402-556-6536,
by Friday, January 31.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL?
Give TONI a Call or Text Today!

Toni Rosen
402.630.8664
toni.rosen@bhhsamb.com
www.bhhsamb.com

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan to place an ad today!
kfinnegan@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2659

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

CUSTOM INVITATIONS • STATIONERY • GIFTS
WEDDING • HOLIDAY • PARTY

8720 Countryside Plaza
(In Countryside Village)
www.rsvpnotes.com • nanci@rsvpnotes.com
Thank You Note Writing Workshop for Kids

Sign up with Nanci at RSVP 402.991.1881

			

Specializing in infants, children, adolescents,
young adults and special needs

Lourdes M. Secola-Ocanto
D.D.S., M. Sc. D

14270 W. Maple Road, Omaha, NE 68164

(402)491-3100 (office) • (402)445-4094 (fax)

www.westmapledental.com
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Continuing Our Covenant
On November 17, a group of approximately 60 people gathered to grieve for the
destruction to our cemetery. The group included members of our congregation, members
of the Jewish community, and a few people who are not connected to the Jewish
community but felt it was important to show their support during such a difficult time. The
outpouring of support from around the country has been overwhelming and very
comforting.
After Dennis called me to tell me about the vandalism at our cemetery, I, along with our
professional team and lay leadership, focused on making sure we accounted for each grave,
Andie Gordman
cataloged the damage, and began the repair process as soon as possible.
This morning I took off my presidential hat and really felt the impact of the destruction and acknowledged how
personally violated I felt by the vandalism.
For me the cemetery has always been a place of peace and reflection. I go there several times a year to visit the
graves of my son Brandon and my grandma Lucy. I take time to not only feel the pain of loss but to remember all
of the happy times we shared together. Today’s visit was different. My grandmother is buried in the area where
much of the destruction occurred. Fortunately for our family her grave was not impacted, but I started to think
about how I would feel if it was. My heart goes out to every single family who had to see the grave of their loved
one unnecessarily disturbed.
Prior to this incident, the Temple Israel team had already been working on plans for major maintenance and
enhancement to our cemetery, including security. This summer the Board of Trustees went to the cemetery so we
could all understand the projects that needed to be completed. While we were there, Cantor Alexander shared the
following with us:
“To bury the dead and to console the bereaved are acts of Chessed, of kindness. The Torah begins and ends with
chessed. God clothes Adam and Eve making them comfortable in their nakedness at the beginning of Genesis,
and God buries Moses at the end of Deuteronomy. We should try to be like God in our actions, which is one reason
we place such emphasis on proper treatment of the dead. This is also true for the location of the dead. They cannot
metaphorically clean their room or repair the stones; it is only the living who are capable of doing so. Those buried
here and their families, whether still living in Omaha or elsewhere, are relying on us to continue our covenant with
them, and our kavod l’meitim, respect for the dead, by maintaining this cemetery for generations to come.”
Our ultimate goal is to increase the cemetery endowment to approximately $2 million. Until we reach that goal,
we will be asking for support from our congregants to ensure we uphold our sacred obligation of caring for our
congregants who are buried in our cemetery. We already have commitments for this project from several donors,
but we need everyone to help support this project in any way you can. If there are funds remaining after the
project is completed, they will be deposited into the cemetery endowment. Donations can be made on our
website, templeisraelomaha.com, or you can mail a check to Temple Israel, 13111 Sterling Ridge Drive, Omaha,
NE, 68144.
Please join my family and me in supporting this important project and continuing our covenant by maintaining
our cemetery for generations to come.
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Executive Director Search
As many of you know, Dennis DePorte will be retiring on May 31. Dennis has been our Executive Director for 15
years and will leave big shoes to fill. The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees will serve as the Search
Committee. We have spent several months talking with our team, congregants, and other congregations to create
a job description. We are conducting a national search to ensure we hire the right person for the position and our
congregation. Interviewing will take place in early 2020 and we plan to have our new Executive Director in place in
March or April to provide adequate transition time. If you have any questions about the search or position, please
contact President Andie Gordman, 402-319-7798. We will be planning a special Shabbat in early May to celebrate
Dennis and thank him for caring for us during his tenure.
Temple Israel is a vibrant 680-family-unit Reform Jewish congregation with an annual operating budget of $1.9
million. The congregation is healthy, strong, and stable in terms of membership, leadership, and finances. The
Executive Director will work in collaborative partnership with the Senior Rabbi and as part of the professional team
to carry out the Temple Israel mission, vision, and values. As the operational leader of Temple Israel, the Executive
Director is responsible for providing leadership and oversight of the building, operations, finance, human
resources, technology, and the cemetery.
If you or someone you know may be interested, please visit: templeisraelomaha.com/Careers/

Need a Ride?

Home Repairs Needed?
558-8198

Jewish Senior Outreach

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Now offering Transportation

www.hughestree.com

78th & Dodge Street
390-2000

and Handyman Services
Contact Shelly Fox for more information

123rd & K Plaza
334-9511
147th & Maple Road
491-0900

Tritz
Plumbing Inc.

Repair • Remodel
Commercial • Residential

402-894-0300
www.tritz.com

Family owned and operated since 1945

			

402-334-6532 | sfox@rbjh.com
Rotella’s Italian Bakery has built its
reputation on quality and service.
Our 95 years experience in the
wholesale bakery business has
established us as one of the premier
wholesale bakeries in the industry.

An Omaha family tradition since 1921
6949 South 108th Street
La Vista, NE 68128
Phone: [402] 592.6600
Fax: [402] 592.2989
www.rotellasbakery.com
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Youth Learning Programs
Holidays @ Home: Shabbat
Sunday, January 12, 10:30 a.m.
Jewish experiences should happen just as
much in the home as in the synagogue, and we
want to give parents the tools and skills to feel
comfortable leading these experiences at home.
These workshops will happen a few weeks ahead
of holidays to help parents prepare and ask
questions to feel comfortable doing the rituals at
home. Holidays @ Home is open to all parents with
children in our Youth Learning Programs.

Tot Shabbat
Friday, January 31, 5:45 p.m.
A fun and spiritual evening created just for our
youngest congregants! We will begin at 5:45 p.m.
with challah braiding and baking, at 6 p.m. there
will be crafts, music, and prayers in the Chapel,
and at 6:30 p.m. we will enjoy dinner together in
the Social Hall. PJ Library will bring a story for the
children and provide wine for the adults during
dinner. RSVP to Temple Israel, 402-556-6536.

Temple Tots
Sunday, January 26, 10:30 a.m.

Temple Israel

!
P
M
A
C
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FAM
April 17-19, 2020

Families with Tots through 2nd Graders*
Registration opens January 15
olling
Carol Joy H nter
Retreat Ce

Ashland, N
E

*Older siblings welcome!
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Youth Engagement
OTYG Obstacles
Saturday, January 11, 2 p.m.

OTYG and the Super Bowl
Sunday, February 2

OTYG Board Meeting
Sundays, January 12 & 26, Noon
Saturday, February 1, 6 p.m.

Please contact Youth Group Advisor Aliyah
Lasky, alasky@templeisraelomaha.com, for more
details about these events or if you have any
questions.

Winter Chavurah in Denver
January 17-20

Artist-in-Residence Weekend
Save the Date!
Artist-in-Residence Weekend
with Jacob Kraus
February 21-22

Jacob “Spike” Kraus is a 28 year old singer/
songwriter, educator & innovator. Originally from
Boston, MA, Jacob has been song leading for
over a decade at synagogues, day schools, and
summer camps. His music has been included in
the cantorial curriculum of Hebrew Union
College – Jewish Institute of Religion, and is
featured by Jewish Rock Radio & PJ Library.
Jacob released his first album “Shake Off the
Dust” in 2014, featuring the smash hit “What
Makes You Glow,” known endearingly in most
circles as “Fish Swim”. His sophomore release,
“Cornerstones,” (2017) introduced a
contemporary style to Jacob’s sound, catapulting
his music into the 21st century. His music is
eclectic, drawing on themes from Pop, Rock,
Folk, and Rhythm & Blues genres.

Temple Israel

The son of a Rabbi as well as the product of
Jewish day school and Jewish summer camp,
Jacob brings more than musicality to his work.
His intimate knowledge of the Hebrew language,
Jewish texts and culture add depth to his songs
and authenticity to his role as a musical educator.
Throughout the year Jacob tours the country
singing with multi-generational communities
and using Jewish music as a tool to educate and
engage the next generation of Jews.
Listen to Jacob’s music and find out more about
him online: www.jacobspikekraus.com
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Sharing Chanukah Memories
The holidays are a wonderful time for family,
traditions, and, of course, food. As Chanukah nears,
we are excited to share with you this selection of
special memories from some of our Temple Israel
congregants.
“When Joe and I
first moved to
Omaha, we didn't
have a menorah
so we stuck
candles in a
bagel,” remembers
Ariella Rohr. “Also,
if you invite me
over for latkes, I
will bring along
my favorite
read-aloud book:
‘The Latke Who
Couldn't Stop
Screaming.’”
“When I think about Chanukah,” said Temple Israel
President Andie Gordman, “I always think about my
Mom’s strawberry cream cheese jello. She made this
recipe every Chanukah and put it in a Jewish star
jello mold. Thanks to my brother we have continued
this tradition with our kids and I look forward to it
every year.”
Laura Kirshenbaum’s favorite memory comes from a
special evening with family that included both
laughing and crying. “Every Chanukah, my family
gets together and does a white elephant for our
Chanukah gift exchange. There have been many
great stories to come from this, but my favorite
comes from when my sister, Kathleen, was a toddler.
That year, my dad happened to get a ton of candy in
one of the rounds. My sister was so excited as it felt
like a second Halloween. At the end of that round,
my great uncle Bill stole the candy. My sister burst
into tears while the entire rest of the room teased Bill
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for literally stealing candy from a child. He left at the
end of the night with the candy, and even now that
my sister is twenty, we bring the story up every year.”
Scott Littky shared three Chanukah memories that
he holds dear in his heart, each involving his
children when they were younger. “First, I loved
lighting the Chanukah menorah each night and
watching the candles burn. Second, each year we
would pick one night of Chanukah and instead of
receiving gifts we would use that evening for Tikkun
Olam to help to make our world a better place and
to help our children understand how fortunate they
were to be able to
receive gifts.
Finally, one night
each year during
Chanukah we
would have a field
trip to Krispy Kreme after we lit candles.”
Claudia Sherman’s favorite Chanukah memory was
when her son was born on December 6, 1974,
during Chanukah. “What a beautiful gift for me to
give to my husband and to my son’s grandparents.
About four years later, my daughter was born during
Purim. Sometimes, I refer to my son as my Chanukah
baby and my daughter as my Purim baby.”
“For me, Chanukah is always on December 25!” Jane
Rips recounts that when she was growing up, both
her grandfather and her uncle had jewelry stores. “As
you can imagine, the month of December was crazy
busy for them. Although we
always lit the chanukiah on the
appropriate nights, we never
celebrated as a family until
Christmas day, because that’s
when the stores were closed. It
was also my grandmother’s
birthday. So our Chanukah
family celebration and dinner
was always on Christmas day.”

DEC
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“My mom's family is Chanukah, my dad's family is Christmas,” explained Wendy Hamilton. “I was raised
somewhere in the middle. In 2011, I went to Berkeley, CA to visit my grandparents for Chanukah. Though I
was in my 30's, it was actually the first Chanukah I'd ever spent with them. They hosted a very Berkeley
Chanukah dinner for friends and family, discussing matters of social justice, politics, and, of course, ‘we're only
serving organic, free range, no-conflict local food.’ My little nephew and his cousin lit the candles as my
grandparents sweetly argued over the words to the blessing. The feast was perfectly non-traditional, the
conversation was spirited, and I've never felt more grateful. The next night, we drove around San Francisco to
see the holiday lights. I snapped these photos of Macy's balanced tribute - one for Chanukah and one for
Christmas. It felt like it was a tribute just for me and my Jew’ish’ family.”

Opening Spring 2020

402.341.6000 | FraserStryker.com

Now accepting reservations

Embark on Your Next Adventure.
Avidor – Omaha’s 55+ Active Adult Premier Community

Life is Better at Avidor

avidoromaha.com | 13110 Sterling Ridge Dr. | 402.979.7717
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Calendar of Events
Torah

Transformational learning that inspires
purposeful living.
The Israel Forum
Thursdays, January 9 & 30, 10-11:30 a.m.
Israel native Ron Lugasy will guide us in
conversation about current events, art, music,
culture, politics, social dynamics, and other issues
pertaining to modern Israel and Jewish life inside
and beyond the Jewish state. The Israel Forum
is a casual environment for thought-provoking
discussion, friendship, and community-building.
More Than a Joke – A Tri-Faith Symposium
This weekly symposium
will offer people of
any faith or no faith
the chance to learn
together and discover
new insights in the
teachings of the three Abrahamic traditions.
Participants are invited to bring their own lunch
to the Wednesday sessions and to enjoy some
additional snacks provided by the Tri-Faith
Initiative.
Yes, Even You Can Carry a (Spiritual) Tune:
Music & Art as Pathways to God
Wednesday Lunch-and-Learns
January 15, 22, 29, Noon-1 p.m.
Tuesday Evening Panel Discussion
February 4, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
RSVP encouraged to: info@trifaith.org
$10 suggested donation
Location: American Muslim Institute
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Omaha Jewish Community Beit Midrash
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Embracing our desire to
be together and learn
together, this Beit Midrash
(house of study) will give
all of Jewish Omaha the
opportunity to engage in
spirited and challenging study with Rabbi Steven
Abraham, Rabbi Ari Dembitzer, Rabbi Mendel
Katzman, and Rabbi Brian Stoller on a variety of
timely and thought-provoking topics.
Study with Rabbi Dembitzer
Wednesday, January 15, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Taught by: Rabbi Ari Dembitzer
Location: Beth Israel Synagogue
“My House Shall Be a House for All Peoples”:
Building Meaningful Interfaith Relationships
Wednesdays, January 22 & 29, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Taught by: Rabbi Steven Abraham &
Rabbi Brian Stoller
Location: Temple Israel
Gender Roles and Identity
in Modern Jewish Thought
Wednesdays, February 5, 12, 19 & 26, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Taught by: Rabbi Steven Abraham, Rabbi Brian
Stoller & Cantor Joanna Alexander
Location: Temple Israel
Women of the Bible: Celebrating Their Stories,
Reclaiming Their Voices
Wednesdays, January 22, 29 & February 5, 6:30 p.m.
The Hebrew Bible tells the stories of so many
incredible women – heroines, leaders, prophets,
visionaries, mothers, wives, and sisters who
helped shape Jewish history and changed the
world. Some of their stories are well-known, while
others are buried in a few lines of Torah or silenced
altogether. In this class, Rabbi Berezin will guide us
in re-discovering the women of the Bible and reclaiming them as role models for our generation
and those to come.

www.templeisraelomaha.com

Calendar of Events
Avodah

G’milut Chasadim

Tot Shabbat
Friday, January 31, 5:45 p.m.
A fun and spiritual evening created just for our
youngest congregants! We will begin at 5:45 p.m.
with challah braiding and baking, at 6 p.m. there
will be crafts, music, and prayers in the Chapel,
and at 6:30 p.m. we will enjoy dinner together in
the Social Hall. PJ Library will bring a story for the
children and provide wine for the adults during
dinner. RSVP to Temple Israel, 402-556-6536.

Sunday Breakfast Service at the Stephen Center
Sundays, December 29 and January 12, 8:30 a.m.
Temple Israel assists the Stephen Center kitchen
with preparing and serving breakfast to their
residents. These volunteer sessions are good for
families with teens as well as adults.
Sign-up online: tinyurl.com/SCenter2019

Service to God and community through
spiritual practice and sacred leadership.

Kindness, caring, and support for our members
and for the wider world.

Social Justice Commitee Meeting
Sundays, January 12 and February 2, 10:30 a.m.

ROSE BLUMKIN
- New York style. - Midwest twist.
- Gourmet Kosher.
Contact Chef Mike Aparo at (402) 334-6522 or maparo@rbjh.com

Jamco Abatement
Services Inc
Kathryn P. Schneider, D.D.S.
1915 N. 121st St, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68154

402.493.2314

www.schneiderfamilydentistry.com

			

Asbestos & Mold Removal

Matt Timmerman
402-578-4804

JEWISH HOME
A Legacy of Caring For All

www.rbjh.com | (402) 330-4272
BREAKFAST

LUNCH

8718 Pacific St
(402) 905-2792 | www.swartzsdeli.com
Congregant Owned
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$25 minimum purchase
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Congregation
K’hilah
Building meaningful personal relationships in
our Temple Israel, Tri-Faith, and Omaha Jewish
communities.
Tri-Faith Men’s Breakfast
Tuesdays, 7 a.m., Garden Café Rockbrook
Book Club
“The First Love Story” by Bruce Feiler
Sunday, January 12, 10:30 a.m.
In this fresh retelling of
their story, New York Times
columnist and PBS host
Bruce Feiler travels from the
Garden of Eden in Iraq to
the Sistine Chapel in Rome,
from John Milton’s London
to Mae West’s Hollywood,
discovering how Adam and
Eve should be hailed as
exemplars of a long-term,
healthy, resilient relationship. At a time of discord
and fear over the strength of our social fabric,
Feiler shows how history’s first couple can again
be role models for unity, forgiveness, and love.
Tri-Faith Kids
Thursday, January 16, 6 p.m.
Countryside Community Church
Temple TED Talk
Sunday, January 26, 10:30 a.m.
Get to know fellow
Temple Israel
congregants in a
casual environment as
we watch and discuss
inspiring, challenging,
or just plain entertaining presentations from TED.
At each session, an individual congregant brings
a video about anything that they find interesting
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and shares it with our curious community. Topics
have ranged from developments in artificial
intelligence, human rights, and the joys and
value of extreme procrastination. Come join us
for coffee, bagels, and fascinating conversations.
For more information, contact Dan Gilbert,
dmgilbert@gmail.com.
Rosh Chodesh:
M&M’s Magical Mystery Tour: Take 2!
Hosted by Mendy Halsted and Mindi Armstrong
Sunday, February 2, 2 p.m.
Join us for a Magical Mystery Tour of Old Jewish
Omaha by bus! This year we are heading south!
This will be a great tour for newcomers who want
to learn about the rich Jewish history of Omaha,
those who have lived here all their lives and just
want to reminisce, and everyone in between!
Cost is $10 and will be taken on the bus. RSVP to
Temple Israel, 402-556-6536.
Temple Israel’s Annual Super Bowl Party
Sunday, February 2, 4:30 p.m.
Come watch Super Bowl LIV with us on our big
projection screens in the Social Hall! We will
be providing all-you-can-eat appetizers and
nonalcoholic drinks. BYOB. We’ll have everything
from wings and dips to meatballs and sweets.
Kids activities and sitter service provided. The
suggested donation for the evening is $7 per
person or $15 per family. Please RSVP to Temple
Israel, 402-556-6536, by Friday, January 31.

www.templeisraelomaha.com

Lifecycle
Conversion

xeib

We welcome Jennifer Scranton who has recently chosen Judaism. May she go from strength to strength!

Marriage oi`eyip
Hannah Grossman and Donovan Moran. Parents are Stephanie and Barry Grossman and Melinda
Haddeman and Michael Moran.

In Sympathy dngp

The Congregation records with sorrow the deaths of our members’ relatives...
Melvin Katz, preceded in death by a grandson. Survived by wife Estaline Katz, children Lester Katz (Jack
Becker), Howard Katz (Cheryl), and Marty Katz, two grandchildren, a step-granddaughter, and two stepgreat-grandchildren, sister Reva Roberts (Paul), and brother Steve Katz (Bob Schwartz)
Jerome David Simon, survived by sisters Michelle and Sharon

Life & Legacy: Will You Ensure Jewish Tomorrows?
Through training, support, and incentives, LIFE & LEGACY™
motivates the Jewish organizations like Temple Israel to integrate
legacy giving into their philanthropic culture assuring Jewish
tomorrows. Temple Israel and the Jewish Federation of Omaha
Foundation’s professional staff can assist in joining the other 66
Temple Israel families who have committed to create an endowed
gift. Please contact Dennis DePorte with any questions or to
establish your legacy. Together, we guarantee a Jewish tomorrow.

Temple Israel
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Donations
August 26 - November 7
Archive Fund
Miriam Brooks in Memory of Raquel H. Newman
Cantor Alexander Discretionary Fund
Shelly and Arnie Ban in Memory of Sam Ban
Barbara Levin in Memory of Betty Ruback
Sandy and Alan Nogg and Marilyn Warren in
Memory of Mike Mogil
Shelly and Arnie Ban in Memory of Mike Mogil
Mel Epstein in Memory of Joanne Freeman
and Mike Mogil
Cantor Wendy Shermet Music Fund
Marilyn Ivers and Family in Memory of
Richard M. Ivers
The Herschel Stoller Family in Memory of
Felicia Schrier
Lisa Lewis in Memory of Denny Lewis
Vicki Perlmeter in Memory of Mike Mogil
Caring Fund
John Flemming in Memory of Arthur Davidson
Yvette Roffman in Memory of Dr. George D. Roffman
Georgine and Larry Koom in Honor of
Rob Reiss’ Recovery
Andi and Don Goldstein in Honor of Harry
and Linda Gates Anniversary
Donna Givner and Debbie and Mike Levitan in
Memory of Mike Mogil
Richard Juro, Vicki Perlmeter, Judy and Stewart Tully,
Jan and Phil Wayne, Mort Zuber and Joie
Simon in Memory of Joanne Freeman
Maxine and Joe Kirshenbaum in Memory of Joanne
Freeman, Renee Handleman and Mike Mogil
Yvette Roffman in Memory of Milton L. Roffman
Tevee and Bernard Turkel in Memory of
Renee Handleman
Marilyn Warren in Memory of Ben Warren
Mort Zuber and Joie Simon in Memory of
Joanne Freeman
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Cemetery Improvement Fund
Bruce Brodkey in Memory of Justice Donald Brodkey
Denise and Jon Meyers in Memory of
Joanne Freeman
Education Fund
Linda and Steve Redler in Memory of Joyce Cohen
and Susan Rothholz
Terri and Dick Zacharia in Memory of Joyce Cohen
and Arthur Davidson
Stephanie and Roger Edheimer and Family in Honor
of Mark Goldstrom’s Birthday
Andi Kavich in Memory of Mark Erman
Phyllis Aronson in Memory of Joanne Freeman
Lisa and Gary Epstein, Bonnie Horwich, Andie
Kavich, Charney Rosinsky in Memory of
Joanne Freeman and Mike Mogil
Nancy Rips in Memory of Mike Mogil
Endowment Fund
Millie Bernstein, Judith Glesne, Kay Goldstein, Terri
and Joe Greenberg and Jo Ann Kruse in
Memory of Arthur Davidson
Claire and Pierre Flatowicz in Honor of
Mark Goldstein’s Birthday
Robert Freeman and Gail and Irv Veitzer in Memory
of Arthur Davidson and Susan Rothholz
Michael Yanney and Ellen and Richard Slosburg in
Memory of Larry Kavich
Rosie Zweiback and Mace Hack in Memory of
Arthur Davidson and Beverly Gendler
Tammy and Carl Birnberg in Honor of Al Bloch’s
Birthday
Lucy Morris in Memory of Esther Katleman
Paul Epstein in Memory of Raquel H. Newman
Linda and Harry Gates in Honor of Paul and
Sheri Gerber’s Wedding
Edye Roffman in Memory of Beverly Gendler
and Gary Kaplan
David Oppenheimer, Phyllis and Robert Newman in
Memory of Gary Kaplan
Molline Cassman in Memory of Arthur Rubin
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Rosie Zweiback and Mace Hack in Memory of
Felicia Schrier
Awerkamp, Goodnight, Schwaller and Nelson, P.C.,
Janet Beedle and Family, Janice and Bruce
Breslow, Doris Cohn, Kay Lynn and John
Goldner, Betty and George Grillo, Joyce and
Ron Jones and Marcia Wallen in Memory of
Mike Mogil
Jack and Judy Baker in Memory of Joanne Freeman
LetaRae Cherniss in Memory of Martha Cohen
Cherniss
Sharee and Murray Newman, Iris and Marty Ricks in
Memory of Joanne Freeman and Mike Mogil
Harvey D. Ferer Scholarship Fund
Steve Kort in Honor of Mark Goldstrom’s Birthday
Hermene Zweiback Fund
for Lifelong Jewish Learning
Molline Cassman in Memory of Arthur Davidson,
Beverly Gendler and Susan Rothholz
Janis L. Yale Enrichment Fund
Shirley Weinstein in Memory of Larry Kavich
Sylvia Cohn in Memory of Isadore Blumkin
Jennifer Soshnik Scholarship Fund
Cheryl Smith in Memory of Harry Friedman
Joanie and Marty Lehr
Presidential Discretionary Fund
Linda and Steve Redler in Memory of Gary Kaplan
Sandy and John Lehr in Memory of Charlotte
Zipursky, Judy Siegler Liberson, Alice Young
Lachin, Joanne Freeman, Renee Handleman,
Felicia Schrier and Eleanor Shandell
Joanie Lehr in Memory of Evan Kleeberg’s Mother
Landscape Fund
Anne and Alan Cohen in Memory of Joyce Cohen
and Steven Wexler
Anne, Alan, Marty and Kathy Cohen in Memory of
Felicia Schrier
Jeffrey Schrager and Anne York in Memory of
Phillip G. Schrager
Shelley Kagan in Memory of Mike Mogil
Rabbi Azriel Fund for Jewish Professionals
Andi Kavich in Honor of Nancy Greenberg’s Birthday
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Rabbi Azriel Youth Engagement Fund
Greg Searson in Memory of Margy Schneider
Sheila Tomps in Memory of Mike Mogil
Rabbi Berezin Discretionary Fund
Susie and Jim Silverman in Memory of Mike Mogil
Rabbi Stoller Discretionary Fund
Linda and Steve Redler in Memory of Mark Erman
Doris Parker in Honor of Jack and Maxine Noodell’s
Anniversary and Maxine’s Birthday
Ann Pickel in Memory of Harvey Pickel
Nancy and Don Greenberg in Memory of
Steven Wexler
Jerry Kaiman in Honor of Howard Kaiman’s Birthday
Penny and Jim Sophir in Memory of Audrey Sophir
Sol and Jeanette Krizelman Social Justice Fund
Sheldon Krizelman in Memory of
Jeanette M. Krizelman
Temple Israel Camp Scholarship Fund
Mark Goldstrom in Memory of Rose Goldstrom
Temple Israel Discretionary Fund
Anne and Alan Simon in Memory of Trudi Simon
Vicki Courreges in Memory of Don Love
Jerry Schneider in Memory of Beverly Gendler
Temple Israel Social Justice Fund
Lourdes Secola in Honor of Angela Fernandez’s
Wedding
Cathy and Steve Gilbert in Honor of Dan Gilbert
and Family
Lourdes Secola in Memory of Mike Mogil
Temple Israel Youth Group Fund
Nancy and Don Greenberg in Memory of
Felicia Schrier
Nancy and Don Greenberg in Memory of Mike Mogil
Temple Israel Youth Group Fund
Sharon Comisar-Langdon, Randy and Mikayla
Langdon in Memory of Arthur Davidson,
Beverly Gendler and Susan Rothholz
The Shermet-Burrell
Environmental Gap Year Fund
Miles Remer in Honor of Maxine Noodell’s Recovery
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The Reform Jewish Congregation of Omaha

13111 Sterling Ridge Drive
Omaha, NE 68144
402-556-6536
templeisrael@templeisraelomaha.com
templeisraelomaha.com

Senior Rabbi Brian Stoller
Associate Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin
Cantor Joanna Alexander
Emeritus Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Emerita Cantor Wendy Shermet
Executive Director Dennis DePorte
Director of Congregational Learning Ben Mazur
Director of Communications Cassandra Hicks Weisenburger
Office Manager Misty Weidner

Find Us on Social Media!
facebook.com/templeisraelomaha
twitter.com/templeisraeloma
instagram.com/templeisraelomahane
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