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President’s Update
When we moved to Omaha 12 years ago, I didn’t know much about the Jewish community and 
didn’t know where we would fit in. Getting involved with preschool at the JCC;  then an 
invitation from Rabbi Eric Linder to become more involved at Temple Israel set me on this path. 

I have thought a lot about why Temple Israel is important to me. Through joys, challenges, and 
losses, what it boils down to is that you have shown love to me and my family. All of the 
feelings that are baked into the word love we have experienced here.  You are a community of 
loving people, I am so grateful for that.

In a recent service, a reading in our prayer book that I had previously flipped past came alive to connect me with 
our current times.

“Standing on the parted shores, we still believe what we were taught before ever we stood at Sinai’s foot; that 
wherever we go, it is eternally Egypt; that there is a better place, a promised land; that the winding way to that 
promise passes through the wilderness. That there is no way to get from here to there except by joining hands, 
marching together.”

We are standing on parted shores now. None of us know what the short term or long term future looks like. But 
my central goal over the next two years is for all us to join hands figuratively and some day literally and 
march together.  I see three key strengths of the present moment that we have and can build on: 

We are all aware of how fast things can change, but these strengths come from you.  Every connection, every 
volunteer effort and every dollar that every member has ever given here is a gift and we are grateful for it. Thank 
you.

We do know that the pandemic will end. And we will come out not back to normal, but forward to something else. 
I believe that reaffirming some of the themes that have helped us get here form the foundation for our new future:

Like so many things in our tradition, our future begins with our past. In 1871, Meyer Hellman was elected as the 
first President of the new Congregation of Israel. Tens of thousands of people including you have played a role in 
our getting here to this present. When we consider the number and kinds of organizations that have come and 
gone in that time, we are so fortunate to be part of the powerful story of Jewish life in Omaha. This gives me hope.

Dan Gilbert

1. Collaboration: Our board is committed to listening deeply and connecting the very best parts that 
every congregant brings as individuals.

1. Compassion: Doing acts of loving kindness is core to Judaism; showing more compassion will make 
us stronger as individuals and as a community. 

1. Relationships: Temple Israel will be here for you; I will be here for you; and...I know we will all be 
here for each other.

1.    Most importantly, our sum is greater than our parts. 
2.    We have the confidence that we are capable of a lot of change.
3.    Temple Israel has strong relationships locally and nationally. 



Our highest level goal over the next two years is for us to do everything we can to join hands and march 
together. Celebrating our 150th anniversary will give us the opportunities to build toward that goal. Jane Rips and 
Joseph Pinson are chairing Temple Israel’s 150th celebration events. Working with a committee that, among 
others, includes Mibsy Brooks, they are organizing activities that build on history to inspire more than our next 
chapter - it’s our next book. A special thank you to Mindi Marburg on our staff who is such the right person at the 
right time to bring this group’s ideas to life. 
 
Imagine being one of the founders of this congregation in 1871 in this part of the world.  What could they have 
been thinking? Could they have imagined what the day was like when we opened our building seven years ago? 
Could they have imagined where we are now? Probably not. 
 
What stirs my soul was that six generations before me,  a group of Jews came here. They didn’t have all of the 
answers. They didn’t do things the way they always had been done. They created something that had never 
existed. They stood on the parted shores of their time and believed what they were taught before they ever stood 
at Sinai’s foot; that there is a better place, a promised land; that the winding way to that promise passes through 
the wilderness. 
 
One hundred and fifty years ago, they believed that joining hands and marching together was the only way. 
 
Today, our way forward is for all of us to join hands with each other and with those in the past and the future to 
march together through this wilderness that we are in now, to a better place.
 
Thank you for joining with me and with us.
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CUSTOM INVITATIONS • STATIONERY • GIFTS 

WEDDING • HOLIDAY • PARTY • KIDS

New Location in Rockbrook Village 
10817 Prairie Brook Road

www.rsvpnotes.com • nanci@rsvpnotes.com

Thank You Note Writing Workshop for Kids 
Sign up with Nanci at RSVP 402.991.1881

Specializing in infants, children, adolescents, 
young adults and special needs

Lourdes M. Secola-Ocanto
D.D.S., M. Sc. D

14270 W. Maple Road, Omaha, NE 68164
(402)491-3100 (office) • (402)445-4094 (fax)

www.westmapledental.com

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan to place an ad today! 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2659

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? 
Give TONI a Call or Text Today!

Toni Rosen 
402.630.8664

toni.rosen@bhhsamb.com 
www.bhhsamb.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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In January of 1871, eleven Jewish men came together to form Temple 
Israel, the first synagogue in the state of Nebraska. In keeping with 
tradition, they purchased land for a cemetery and began looking for a 
site for a building.

One hundred and fifty years later, all these many generations later, we 
will celebrate Temple Israel’s sesquicentennial. To put this anniversary 
in historical perspective, the state of Nebraska was chartered in 1869, 
the Union for Reform Judaism (then the UAHC) was founded in 1873, 
and the Hebrew Union College was founded in 1875. The founders of 
Temple Israel were true pioneers.

Beginning with Rosh Hashanah, a year of celebration is planned for all 
the generations of Temple Israel. From those with deep roots to those 
who have recently joined, we are, all of us, of the generations of Temple Israel, and the events will recognize 
our past while looking forward to our future.

Jeannette Gabriel and Ben Justman have been hired to catalog and archive 150 years of Temple Israel’s 
documents and papers. To date, many treasures have been found, including a cookbook from the ‘teens. 
Recipes will be shared! Please be sure to check your filing cabinets and storage boxes for your own Temple 
Israel archives. They will be digitized and returned to you and will help to tell the story of the many 
generations of Temple Israel. For more information on this project and to find out how to get your keepsakes 
cataloged, please contact Mindi Marburg, mmarburg@templeisraelomaha.com.

A new logo celebrating our 150 years was commissioned and beautifully designed by Friendly Design Co, 
which was co-founded by congregant Geoff Silverstein. His team also created the beautiful cover art for this 
Tidings. Watch for more information about the creative process and how everything came together.

Rabbi Gary Zola, Executive Director of The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives (AJA) 
located at the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati (and a classmate of Rabbi Azriel), will be our November 
Scholar-in-Residence. Rabbi Zola will join us virtually on November 6-7.

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism, will be with us to share in our celebration 
during the weekend of April 9.

In keeping with a Temple Israel tradition of anniversary celebrations, June 18-19 will be a Temple Israel Family 
Reunion. Invitations have been issued to rabbis, cantors and educators - those who have been staff members 
as well as those who grew up at Temple Israel. Watch for more details and please tell your family members to 
put it on their calendars.

Temple Israel 150th Anniversary Celebration
Toldot, These are the Generations
Jane Rips and Joseph Pinson, 150th Celebration co-Chairs



Temple Israel is excited to announce that Noah Aronson will be 
returning to Temple Israel virtually October 9-11! Event information 
is coming soon.

Known for his unique, engaging, and deeply soulful approach, Noah 
Aronson is considered one of the most sought after Jewish 
musicians in North America, making over 65 community 
appearances each year. After earning a degree in Jazz Composition 
and Piano from Berklee College of Music, Noah held the positions of 
Composer-in-Residence at Temple Beth Elohim in Wellesley, MA 
where he produced four albums of Jewish communal music with his 
mentor, Cantor Jodi Sufrin.

Noah’s educational and liturgical music has been featured on several compilations from the PJ Library series 
and multiple Transcontinental Music Publications’ projects including their Ruach Series, Shabbat Anthologies, 
Mishkan HaNefesh Project, and Chazak v’Emetz Social Justice release.

“Noah is an extremely talented, gracious, and creative Jewish Musician. His music is inspired by a lifelong love 
of Judaism and takes a deep dive into the texts pulling at the heartstrings of the core meanings behind our 
liturgy,” said Cantor Alexander. 

Save the Date: Noah Aronson
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558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz 
Plumbing Inc.

Repair • Remodel 
Commercial • Residential

402-894-0300 
www.tritz.com

Family owned and operated since 1945

78th & Dodge Street 
390-2000

 

123rd & K Plaza 
334-9511 

 

147th & Maple Road 
491-0900

Rotella’s Italian Bakery has built its 
reputation on quality and service.  

Our 95 years experience in the  
wholesale bakery business has 

established us as one of the premier 
wholesale bakeries in the industry.

An Omaha family tradition since 1921
6949 South 108th Street

La Vista, NE 68128
Phone: [402] 592.6600

Fax: [402] 592.2989

www.rotellasbakery.com

Need a Ride? 
Home Repairs Needed?

Jewish Senior Outreach 

Now offering Transportation 

and Handyman Services

Contact Shelly Fox for more information 

402-334-6532 | sfox@rbjh.com
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While this will certainly be an unconventional High Holiday season, we are excited about 
the opportunities it presents to be creative and try new things. Our worship experiences 
will blend the traditional and the innovative in speaking to the particular spiritual 
challenges and realities of this unique moment in our history. Each service will be 
theme-based, interactive, and shorter than usual (approximately 60 minutes) in order to 
provide a meaningful prayer experience while also avoiding “Zoom fatigue.”  With the 
help of a local production team, the clergy will lead services from various places in our 
building, incorporate pre-recorded music and videos, and provide a rich, textured audio 
and visual experience for our community.

New Vision for the High Holidays

S’lichot Study Session
with Rabbi Stoller
Contemplating Repentance:
A Personal Journey of Writing
and Reflection
Saturday, September 12, 7-7:45 p.m.

S’lichot Service
Saturday, September 12, 8-8:45 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
L’Dor Va-Dor: Celebrating 150 Years
of Blessing and Community
Friday, September 18, 7:30 p.m.

Temple Tots Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 19, 9-9:30 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service
Answering the Call of the Shofar
Saturday, September 19, 10:15-11:15 a.m.

Shabbat Shuvah
& Tashlich Service
Friday, September 25, 6-7 p.m.

Kol Nidre Service
A Reflection on Integrity and Justice
Sunday, September 27, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Temple Tots Yom Kippur
Monday, September 28, 9-9:30 a.m.

Yom Kippur Morning Service
Powerlessness and Power
in the Age of COVID
Monday, September 28, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 

Yom Kippur Torah Study
“Lo Bashamayim Hi”:
God is Closer than We Know
Monday, September 28, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Yizkor Service
Monday, September 28, 3:45-4:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Concluding Study
and Service
“As the Gates Begin to Close”:
Affirming the Good,
Promising to Be Better
Monday, September 28, 5-6 p.m.
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Online Registration
We are taking significant precautions to secure our online services. Each congregant 
and anyone else who would like to attend our services will be asked to register 
online in advance so that our staff can review their names and guard against 
bad actors seeking to disrupt our holidays. Once our office has approved your 
registration, the Zoom link will be emailed to you. If you know anyone who is not 
a Temple Israel member who would like to participate in our services, please send 
us their names (or encourage them to call us) in advance so we will recognize 
them when they register. You can find the registration links on our website, 
templeisraelomaha.com/highholidays, and in our eTidings.

High Holiday Prep Kits
On September 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., all congregants will have the opportunity to drive 
by Temple Israel to pick up your High Holiday Prep Kit that includes the custom-printed 
machzor for our High Holidays services, along with some holiday goodies, all within a 
reusable bag with the new Temple Israel 150th logo printed on it. We will have 
volunteers at a table at the front driveway (wearing masks and gloves) to safely give 
you your gift.

High Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy the holidays and let Temple Israel cook for you! Chef John Hattam had created 
menus to reflect the theme of the new year. All orders must be placed by Friday, 
September 11. To order, please visit: templeisraelomaha.com/highholidays
Items with an asterisk (*) contain gluten.

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Menu: Challah*, Chicken Noodle Soup*, Honey Glazed Chicken or Baked Salmon, Rice 
Pilaf, Green Beans, Honey Cake*
Pickup: Friday, September 18, 1-3 p.m. at Temple Israel
Cost: $20 per adult, $10 for 12 and under

Kol Nidre
Menu: Challah*, Matzah Ball Soup*, Brisket or Baked Salmon, Herb Roasted Baby Red 
Potatoes, Honey Glazed Carrots, Apple Crumble Bars*
Pickup: Sunday, September 27, 1-3 p.m. at Temple Israel
Cost: $20 per adult, $10 for 12 and under

Break-the-Fast
Menu: French Toast Casserole*, Noodle Kugel*, Couscous Salad*, Egg Salad, Bagel 
(plain)*, fresh-baked cookies*
Pickup: Sunday, September 27, 1-3 p.m. at Temple Israel
Cost: $15 per adult, $8 for 12 and under

New This Year:
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Daily Minyan and Jewish Law Class 
Provide Much-Needed Spiritual and 
Communal Connection 
Since the onset of the pandemic and our move to Virtual Temple Israel, one of our key goals 
has been to provide spiritual nourishment to our congregation during this difficult time. 
Knowing that we would be unable to gather as usual in our beautiful synagogue for an 
indeterminate amount of time, it became all the more important to us to create more 
opportunities for virtual prayer, learning, communal gathering, and spiritual growth. To 
that end, we launched two exciting new spiritual engagement opportunities this spring – 
our Daily Virtual Morning Minyan and our class on Jewish Law & the Quest for Meaning. 
Over the course of the last five months, both have become robust and engaging 
communities of prayer and learning for our congregants and other Reform Jews from 
around the country who are choosing to become active participants in Temple Israel from 
afar. Among them is Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the President of the Union for Reform Judaism in 
New York, who has been joining our minyan every morning for the last five months to say 
Kaddish for his recently deceased mother. 

I am excited to announce that both the minyan and the Jewish Law class have moved to new times in August so 
that even more of our congregants can participate. If you have not yet had the opportunity to join us for one or 
both of these experiences, I hope you will give them a try! 

With so much uncertainty in the world, opportunities like this provide spiritual grounding and communal 
connection that we all need for our well-being. I hope you will join me for minyan and our Jewish Law class as 
often as you can. I am looking forward to praying and learning with you! 

Rabbi Stoller

Daily Virtual Morning Minyan 
Monday-Friday, 8-8:30 a.m.
Start your day with a deeply spiritual, traditional-style prayer service on Zoom from the comfort of your 
own home or office. Our daily minyan offers the opportunity to pray misheberach for those who are in 
need of healing, to say Kaddish for our loved ones who have died, and to greet the morning with joyful 
song.  

Jewish Law & the Quest for Meaning 
Mondays, 11 a.m.-Noon
Jewish law is my passion – so much so that I am pursuing a doctorate in it with Hebrew Union College – 
and this class is my opportunity to share my passion with you. Together we will explore the wisdom of 
our Jewish sages and discover insights that will change our perspective on modern living, deepen our 
relationship with God, and transform our way of being in the world. We will examine contemporary issues 
pertaining to justice and the justice system, prayer and spirituality, the life cycle, the relationship between 
the various denominations of Judaism, the philosophy of law, and much more. The class is ongoing and 
you can join any time. 



Calendar of Events
While our building is closed, we will continue our “Virtual Temple Israel” model. Our aim is to 
continue operating as usual and as fully as we can without being in our building. Meetings 
and classes will be held virtually, in a way that you can participate from home or work. For the 
most up-to-date information, please visit: templeisraelomaha.com/virtual-temple

Torah
Transformational learning that inspires 
purposeful living.

First Day of Youth Learning Programs
Sunday, September 13

Jewish Law & the Quest for Meaning 
Mondays, 11a.m.-Noon
Zoom Meeting ID: 236295348
See details on page 8.

Shabbat Morning Torah Study 
Saturdays, 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 480704878
Each Shabbat morning, one of our clergy will lead 
us in mining the weekly Torah portion for spiritual 
and ethical insights in a casual conversational 
format.  
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Opening Spring 2020

Now accepting reservations

Embark on Your Next Adventure. 
Avidor – Omaha’s 55+ Active Adult Premier Community

 Life is Better at Avidor

avidoromaha.com  | 13110 Sterling Ridge Dr. | 402.979.7717

402.341.6000 | Fraserstryker.com
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Avodah
Service to God and community through 
spiritual practice and sacred leadership. 

Daily Virtual Morning Minyan
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 308011253
See details on page 8.

Mindful Meditation with Margot Andersen
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 89380165307
Margot Andersen will present a contemporary 
teaching/reading/poem and guide us through a 
relaxing  meditation experience. This is a perfect 
place to find an oasis of calm within the fear 
and anxiety that is swirling around us right now. 
Give yourself the gift of relaxation! A suggested 
contribution of $18 per month will help us keep 
Margot’s class on our schedule. Contact Mindi 
Marburg, mmarburg@templeisraelomaha.com,
for more information. 

Tot Shabbat
Friday, September 11, 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 98081852009
Virtual Tot Shabbat is an interactive online video 
experience with music, activities, prayers, PJ Library 
storytime, and getting to see all your friends on 
your computer or tablet screen! Tot Shabbat is for 
children ages 5 & under with their families. 

G’milut Chasadim
Kindness, caring, and support for our members 
and for the wider world.

Sunday Breakfast Service at the Stephen Center
Sunday, September 13, 8:30 a.m.
Sign-up online: tinyurl.com/SCenter2019

K’hilah
Building meaningful personal relationships in 
our Temple Israel, Tri-Faith, and Omaha Jewish 
communities. 

Temple Israel Book Club
Sunday, September 13, 10:30 a.m.
Zoom Meeting ID: 85999681585
Omaha-native Brian Bogdanoff will lead our book 
club as he discusses his book about a triple-murder 
that happened in Omaha in 2005. “Three Bodies 
Burning” promises to be a book you won’t be able 
to put down.

Tri-Faith Center Grand Opening
Saturday, October 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Honoring past, present, and future, Beacon of 
Hope will celebrate the opening of the Tri-Faith 
Center as a safe haven for dialogue, prayer, and 
friendship-building. Please join us as we celebrate 
the fulfillment of Tri-Faith’s original mission: to 
intentionally co-locate a synagogue, church, 
mosque, and interfaith center on one shared 
commons. 

This special evening will include blessings, 
greetings, and tributes of joy and hope from 
Tri-Faith supporters from Omaha and around the 
world. Grab a glass, pour your favorite celebratory 
drink, and join us to toast to the future of Tri-Faith!

At 7 p.m., enjoy an original performance: One More 
Chair. Written and performed by Beaufield Berry-
Fisher, One More Chair is a pandemic-era play 
honoring and commemorating Tri-Faith Initiative 
completing our mission to co-locate. It is a comedy 
with heart and history exploring the depths and 
differences of our human village. 

Following the performance of One More Chair, 
facilitators will lead small group Connecting 
Conversations to keep the momentum going.

Watch for more details and the registration link!

Calendar of Events



Thank You to Our Sponsors
For the past 20+ years, Temple Israel has hosted an Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser that brings in thousands 
of dollars to help support our congregation. Unfortunately due to COVID-19, this year the golf outing was 
canceled. Temple Israel sent out an ask to our previous sponsors and we are extremely grateful for their 
generosity! Thank you to our wonderful donors:

Hole-in-One
$1,500

Eagle
$1,000

Birdie
$500

Lockwood
Development

Security National 
Bank

Parking Area Maintenance

Prodigy Asset Management

Dynamix Strength & Fitness

Ilumin
Specialized Care for Your Eyes

Dr. Michael L. Goldstein  

Tamara Draeger, Bruce Meyers
James Meyers & Jon Meyers

www.nebraskawarehouse.com

Avidor

Daniel S. Grieb, CPA

Kidz Shoppe

Virtual-IT
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Kathryn P. Schneider, D.D.S. 
1915 N. 121st St, Suite A

Omaha, NE 68154

402.493.2314
www.schneiderfamilydentistry.com

BREAKFAST                     LUNCH

8718 Pacific St
(402) 905-2792 | www.swartzsdeli.com

Congregant Owned

CLIP THIS AD FOR $5 OFF 
$25 minimum purchase

ROSE BLUMKIN
J E W I S H  H O M E

A Legacy of Caring For All

www.rbjh.com  |  (402) 330-4272

- New York style.  - Midwest twist. 
- Gourmet Kosher.

Contact Chef Mike Aparo at (402) 334-6522 or maparo@rbjh.com
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Mindy and Nicholas 
Burroughs married in 
2016. Mindy grew up 
in Omaha, moved 
around a lot, and 
returned home in 
2015. Mindy is a pastry 
chef at Culprit Cafe, 
and before that was a 
nonprofit grant writer 
for six years. Nicholas 
teaches graphic design 
in Lincoln. Mindy and Nicholas have two ginger 
cats, Jammie and Albie, and a big garden keeping 
them busy this year. Both are active in nonprofit/
social justice work.

Leta and Joseph “Chuck” Levinger moved to 
Omaha in 2018 when Chuck entered the Rose 
Blumkin Home. Leta was born in Omaha and Chuck 
is from Yankton. Chuck served in the Air Force in 
Korea where he flew 77 missions. He also taught 
foreign pilots in Arizona. They are both retired and 
have three sons: Jeffrey, Steven (who is a member 
at Temple Israel with his wife Bonnie), and Jay 
Levinger.

Ben Cohen joined 
Temple Israel’s 
professional team in 
July as the Youth 
Engagement 
Coordinator. Ben grew 
up outside St. Louis and 
joined us from Denver, 
where he graduated 
with a B.A. in History 
and minors in Judaic 
Studies and Psychology. 
At the University of Denver, Ben served as President 
of DU Hillel for a year. Ben worked as a part-time 
interim youth advisor at Temple Emanuel in Denver 
while finishing his senior year. In his free time, Ben 
enjoys playing guitar, traveling to see family, 
discovering new coffee shops and restaurants, as 
well as hiking. 

Dr. Lou Lukas is originally from Omaha, but has 
lived in the Mid-Atlantic most of the last 20 years. 
She moved to Omaha four years ago and works 
full-time as a physician. Lou is a member of the JCC 
and Metro Omaha Medical Society.

Lifecycle

New Members

B’nai Mitzvah devn ipa
Juliette Boehm Smith celebrated her Bat Mitzvah on August 15. She is the 
daughter of Andrew Boehm and Regan Smith and the stepdaughter of 
Naomi Fox. She is an 8th grader at Millard Central Middle School. Juliette 
has been involved in sports since an early age, but most recently she has 
played basketball and volleyball for her school teams. In her free time, 
Juliette loves to spend time with her friends and attend summer camp at 
OSRUI. Juliette has a dog and a turtle, and she is an awesome big sister to 
her two little sisters! 
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Kalli and Jonathan 
Gates are the 
proud parents of 
1-year-old Sullivan. 
Jonathan’s parents, 
Linda and Harry 
Gates, are also 
members of Temple 
Israel, so Jon has 
been a member 
most of his life. 
Jonathan works at 
LinkedIn as a 
learning consultant 
and product trainer.  
Kalli is pursuing her nursing degree.

They have two rescue dogs, Gus and Finnegan, 
who love to play with and get chased around the 
house by Sullivan. Jon is a massive fan of space and 
science fiction TV and film, and successfully 
lobbied to name the dogs after an astronaut and a 
character from Star Wars. Kalli is an avid gift 
wrapper and volunteers every year at Make-A-
Wish’s Gift Wrapping fundraiser.

Jen 
Scranton 
has lived 
in Omaha 
since 
2000. She 
is married 
to Gary 
Good and 
has a 
daughter, 
Phoebe Yueill, who attends UNO, and a son, Gavin 
Yueill, who is a senior at Millard South and is also in 
the diesel tech program at Metro Community 
College. Jen also has a 1-year-old granddaughter 
named Kaitlyn. Jen runs Christmas at Bubbes and 
takes care of Kate during the day.

Jen started a group called Masks for Truckers where 
volunteers sew and distribute masks free of charge  
all over the U.S. to anyone in need. Over 5,000 have 
been donated so far. Jen enjoys gardening at Clair 

Memorial United Methodist Church and at the 
Tri-Faith Garden. She has 2 rescue dogs, Ayla and 
Coco.

Jen said she believes that everyone has a G-D-
given talent, skill, or ability, and if we use them we 
can heal the world. Tikkun Olam isn’t an obligation, 
it’s a gift. Helping others makes her feel closer to 
God. 

Joan and 
Charles 
Shapiro 
are 
originally 
from New 
York and 
moved to 
Nebraska 
in the 
70’s. After 
moving 
away and coming back in the 80’s, Joan and 
Charles lived in Wayne until returning to Omaha 
once more when Charles got a faculty position. 
Charles has a Ph.D. in Agronomy and is professor 
emeritus at the University of Nebraska. Joan is a 
retired social worker. They have two sons, Eric 
Shapiro, who is engaged to be married in 2021, 
and Nate Shapiro, who is Temple Israel’s new 
executive director. They are also excited to have 
their first grandchild, Naomi. Joan and Charles 
enjoy hiking, biking, camping, and travel. They also 
have a dog named Dodi.
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Lifecycle

Birth dcil 
Mazel tov on the birth of...

Esme Jordan Lill and Heidi Claire Lill, twin daughters of Abigail and Jordan Lill. Grandparents are Ken 
and Cyndy Kaufman of Ankeny, IA, and Dave and Shirley Lill of Grand Forks, ND. 

Naomi Yael Shapiro, daughter of Carly and Nate Shapiro. Grandparents are Joan and Charles Shapiro of 
Omaha, and Kaj and Jodie Sorenson of Appleton, WI.

Nyla Alexandra Woods, daughter of Emily and Andre Woods. Grandparents are Peter and Genevieve 
Gordon of Omaha, Donna Woods of Birmingham, AL, and Roderick and Kirstin Woods of Fallon, NV.

Elyce Azriel, preceded in death by her parents Marvin and Beatrice (nee Sapoznick) Azriel, and her 
brother Louis Azriel. She is survived by her husband Rabbi Aryeh Azriel, her daughter Leora (Matt) 
Werner, her son Yaniv Azriel, her grandchildren Gabe and Mia, her brother Phillip (Karen) Azriel, her sister-
in-law Laurie (Howard) Prager.  She was a beloved aunt, cousin, and friend to many.

Timothy James Duffy, preceded in death by his father Jerome Duffy. Tim is survived by his loving mother, 
Claudia Duffy, daughter Abbey Milder, sisters Rose Hassenstab (Jim), Colleen Kepler, and Jennifer Huffman 
(Ed), brothers, Blaine Duffy (Jan), and Robert Duffy (Kellie), beloved friends Emily and Ducky Milder, many 
nephews and nieces.

Harold Bae Epstein, preceded in death by his wife of 70 years, Jenda Etta Epstein. He is survived by his 
sons, Paul (Sandy), Steven (Lori) and Gary (Lisa), 7 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Patricia Ryan Flaherty, survived by son Mike (Susie) Norton, her daughter Carol (Stu) Gregerman, and her 
grandchildren Samantha, Allie, and Adam Creighton, Justin, Seth, Aaron, and Leo Norton.

Phillip Flaherty, preceded in death by his wife Patricia Ryan Flaherty. He is survived by his step-son Mike 
(Susie) Norton, his step-daughter Carol (Stu) Gregerman, his daughters Paula Flaherty and Susan Flaherty, 
and his grandchildren Samantha, Allie, and Adam Creighton, Justin, Seth, Aaron, and Leo Norton. 

Benjamin Adam Holmberg, preceded in death by grandfathers Harry Holmberg and Herb Kaiman. Ben is 
survived by his mother Helene (Cary) Paulin, father Mark (Cheryl) Holmberg, sisters Andrea (Connor) Peery 
and Maria Macoubrie, and brother Ethan Blair, grandmothers Judith Kaiman and Bonnie Gardner, nephews 
Brody and Bowen, and niece Brynna.

In Sympathy dngp
The Congregation records with sorrow the deaths of our members’ relatives...
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Lila Jacoby, preceded in death by her husband of 58 years, Alexander (Al); and her parents Harold and 
Mildred Levy. She is survived by her children and spouses, Robin Hellwig, Jay Jacoby, Shari and Bill Thorson, 
Lori and Dennis Rochford, her four grandchildren and spouses Melanie Hellwig and Jim McLellan, Loni 
Thorson and Miguel Ruz, Rebecca Hellwig, Jamie Thorson, and her three great-grandchildren Odysseus, 
Claire, and Raven.

Sandra Kohll, preceded in death by her son, Louis H. Kohll. She is survived by her husband Marvin; sons 
Justin (Sara) and David (Janet), all of Omaha; daughter Sarah (Rabbi Nosson) Meretsky of State College, PA; 
daughter-in-law Ivy Kohll of Lafayette, LA; 21 grandchildren; sister Alice Novak of Tampa, FL; brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law Jerry and Gail Kohll of Omaha; nieces and nephews and dear friends.

Hugh Levin, predeceased by his wife Corinne Levin. He is survived by his children Deb (Paul) Hoffman, 
and Mike (Jane) Levin, his grandchildren Lisa (Nic) Miller, Daniel (Alicia) Feldman, Eric (Sara) Feldman, and his 
great-grandchildren Joshua, Kaden, Layla, Camden, Arianna, Ryane, Avery, Everly.

Cherry Witham Lewis, survived by her husband Gary Lewis, step-daughter Stacy Bradley (Doug), step-
grandchildren Nick, Samantha and Kyle, sisters-in-law Lisa Lewis and Rocky Lewis, nephews Brian, Jay, and 
Travis, dear friend Dee Moritz, sister Jo, other family, and many friends.

Donald Lloyd Marti, preceded in death by his parents Lloyd and Fern Marti, his stepmother Elizabeth Marti, 
and his brother Douglas Marti. He is survived by his wife Karolyn Kagan Marti, his children Marcelyn Marti-
Rogers (Charles Rogers), and Curtis Marti (Stacy), and his grandchildren Mallory, Gavin, and Renatta Rogers, 
and Max, Adia, Sophia, and Mitchell Marti, and his brother-in-law Doug Kagan.

Harriett “Sue” Meyers, preceded in death by her husband David J. Meyers, parents William and 
Claire Wolkoff.  Sue is survived by her brother Stan, three sons, Jon (Denise), Joe (Tina), and Bill (Beth 
Wischman), grandchildren James (Beth), Tamara Draeger (Jared), Shaina, Sheila Brown (Clarence), Stacy 
Tonniges (Dave), ten great-grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.

Albert “Al” Rieder, preceded in death by his wife Joan Rieder, parents Pearl Wrubel Rieder and Jack 
Rieder. Survived by daughters Rosanne Hinshaw (Steve), and Lori Lammerding (Michael), grandchildren 
Dianna, Katherine and Crystal Johnson (Kenneth), and great grandchildren Phillip, Joseph and William, and 
numerous nieces and cousins.

Ramona Rivera, grandmother of Adrianna Benton.

Alan D. Simon, preceded in death by his parents Lester and Gertrude Simon, and his brothers Frederick 
Simon and Stephen Simon. He is survived by his wife Anne Greenhouse Simon, son Bruce (Stacy), daughter 
Janice Tecimer (Timur), and four grandchildren Natalie, Talia, Chase, and Ellie.
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Tri-Faith Center Grand Opening
Saturday, October 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.


