
 

ST. CLARE, CLARINDA 

Office Phone: 712-542-2030 

Office email:stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Fr. Eze’s Phone: 660-215-0757 

E-Mail: eponvu@yahoo.com 

Bulletin: 

Mass Times: 

 Saturday 4:00 p.m.   

 Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday 5 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: First 

Wednesday of the Month: 6:30p.m.-

7:30p.m 

Reconciliation: 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:40 p.m. or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: Emily Akers/

 Mark B. 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m.–1:00p.m.  M-F 

(If stopping best to call first) 

 

707 Main Street, Bedford, IA  50833 

Mass Time: Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Reconciliation: 

 1st Saturdays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: James Rogers/

Theresa Rowan 

Bookkeeper: Glenda Stockwell 

 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA 

Email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Mass Time: Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation:  

 1st Sundays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Bookkeeper: Gary Poen  

Rev. Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp., Pastor 

Catholic Parishes 

December 28th/29th, 2019 - The Holy Family of Jesus,           

Mary, and Joseph -  Cycle A   874 

 

Readings:         Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 

                          Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1] 

                          Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 

                          Mt 2:13-15, 19-23     
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MR & MRS DON/NANCY 

SAILS: 

Our new address will be 420 Jims Rd., Lakeview, AR 72642  and our cell 

numbers are the same but for those that don't have them. Don's 421-

0431 and Nancy  870-421-0653  email ad-

dress  Don's  dsails44@gmail.com and Nancy's sailsnancy@gmail.com 

God Bless, 

Nancy & Don Sails 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 

Understanding the Word: 

 The reading from Sirach is instruction about family life, identifying the kind of living that results in family harmony.  As wisdom 

instruction, Sirach lists the blessings that follow such a way of life.  The child who respects and obeys both father and mother is promised 

life itself, remission of sins, riches, the blessing of children, and the answer to prayer.  The entire teaching about respect for parents takes 

on a completely different perspective when we remember that it is addressed to an adult offspring, not a youth.  

 Paul’s exhortation to virtuous living is introduced with the stated rationale for such a manner of life.  Because Christians are 

God’s chosen, holy and beloved, they should act accordingly.  The virtues themselves are all relational, directed toward others, requiring 

unselfish sensitivity.  While the author still insists that wives must be subject to their husbands, he instructs the husbands to act toward 

their wives with love and thoughtfulness.  Children are still told to obey their parents, but fathers are advised to be moderate in the train-

ing of their children lest discipline become oppressive.  This means that in Christ, the relationships between man and woman and child 

have been radically altered. 

 The Gospel reading consists of two discrete narratives, the flight to Egypt and the return.  They contain many echoes of the Exo-

dus tradition.  The family’s flight into Egypt, precipitated by the hatred of Herod, recalls Joseph’s escape to that same land because of the 

hatred of his brothers.  Both the Holy Family and the family of Jacob/Israel remained in Egypt until the death of a ruler persuaded them to 

return to their land of origin.  Just as Israel’s return resulted in its being shaped into the “people of God,” so Jesus returns to his homeland, 

there eventually to establish the reign of God.  This reading emphasizes the early Christians’ belief that the active presence of God directed 

the events in the life of Jesus.  

 

Reflecting on the Word: 

 Today’s Gospel story reveals that God’s Son was born into a dangerous world.  From the beginning those in power saw the child 

as a threat.  Herod was a ruthless king.  Because Joseph listened to his dream, the child was saved from Herod’s murderous rage.  The par-

ents of Jesus played a crucial role in God’s plan from the beginning. 

 The Christmas season is traditionally a time for families getting together and enjoying each other’s company.  But this doesn’t 

always happen because divisions occur even within families.  Today’s feast invites us to reflect on what holds a family together and what 

loosens and even destroys the family bond.  How does the mystry of the Incarnation, of Christ being born in us in our own day, enter into 

the dynamics of family life?  The first two readings provide a focus on the family. 

 While Sirach focuses on the honor and respect that children owe their parents, Colossians also urges fathers—and mothers—not to 

discourage their children.  And the relationship between husbands and wives is to be marked by mutual love and respect.  The call for 

wives to be “subordinate” is an unfortunate choice of words, given today’s reality of spousal abuse. 

 At the heart of the mystery of the Incarnation is that all our relationships should bring the presence of Christ to the world.  We 

do this when we put on the virtues of compassion, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness, and, above all, love.  When these are found 

in family life, then Christ once again is born in our family. 

 

Responding to the Word: 

 We can pray for all families in our world, families of blood and families of choice.  We pray for the family of nations, especially 

where division has resulted in hatred and violence.  We pray for the virtues that will draw us closer together in the Church so the world 

may see us clearly as part of God’s family. 



12-28 Raylan Fahey 

12-29 Marissa Mullen 

12-30 Pat Schnitker 

12-30 Marlene Mandeville 

1-1 Paul Fahey 

1-1 Jersey Fahey 

December 28th/29th, 2019 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph—Cycle A  874 

PLANNED GIVING: WILLS, BEQUESTS, BENEFICIARY DESIGNA-

TIONS, RETIREMENT PLANS, AND LIFE INSURANCE: TO: ST. 

CLARE, CLARINDA; SACRED HEART, BEDFORD; AND, ST. JO-

SEPH, VILLISCA: 

The legacy we leave lies in the acts of charity, support and moments 

of kindness we provide to people we touch along the way. As Catho-

lics, we are called to give in any way we can.  

The mission of the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is to 

promote a legacy of giving and support within the parishes, 

schools, and Catholic organizations within the Diocese of Des 

Moines. 

Planned Giving through wills and estate bequests along with 

beneficiary designations of IRA, retirement plans, and life in-

surance plans are avenues that allow an individual to share 

their gifts with their parish.  The Catholic Foundation can also 

facilitate gifts of real estate, stock, and gifts of grain to your 

parish, school, or Catholic organization/ministry that you feel 

a connection to and want to support. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is here to support 

your wishes and look forward to having the opportunity to 

work with you.  Please contact, Brooke Pulliam at 515-237-

5080 or bpulliam@catholicfoundationiowa.org to answer any 

question or set up an appointment today. You may also con-

tact your parish office to get more information. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another 

as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Let us Pray for the Sick of our Parishes: 

Sandy Liner, Nancy Fahey, Dollie Nowakowski, Gustavo Rodriguez, James Dowling, Sally Davison, Gene Fahey, Louvada 

McAlpin, Kathy Holmes, Lou Ludington, Wade Schuetz,  Midge Stanley, Connie Gage, Fr. Paul Koch, Father Tom Coenen, Ivan 

& Barbara Friend, Kelly Tobin, Dr. Tonia Baldwin, Sue Schaub, Gerald Long, Yan & Russell Shum, Alice Varley, Beth Kline, Jerry 

and Jean Schweitzer, Suzanne Pratt, Pat Kasha & Keith Holderfield. 

Women of the Diocese of Des Moines: 

“A Seven Sister: One Holy Hour, One Priest, Each Week, One 

Heart of Prayer”                                           

We are forming a Seven Sisters Apostolate group for the Bishop of Des 

Moines. Your commitment is to pray one holy hour for the bishop each week 

on a specific day. The commitment is for one year. The group begins when 

we have seven women committed and each day of the week covered.   If you 

are interested in this ministry, contact Carolyn Krafka at krafkacm@aol.com, 

or 515-418-3033.  For more information on the apostolate, go to https://

sevensistersapostolate.org/home.                                                                                                           

Happy New Year 

and Thank you to 

all our parishion-

ers of Sacred 

Heart, Bedford, 

St. Joseph, Villisca 

and St. Clare, Cla-

rinda. Your gener-

ous support to 

our parishes, giv-

ing of your time, 

talent and gener-

ous cash contribu-

tions to keep our 

Parishes alive.  I 

cannot thank you 

enough for all you 

do!  May God 

Bless you and 

your loved ones, 

today and always! 

Fr. Eze          Jackie Schmitt, office mgr. 

Please make note of these dates: 

 

December 31st is the last day to turn in or postmark a contribution 

for  2019. 

January 1st– St. Clare parish office closed 

 

St. Clare liturgy committee will meet on January 7th at the church 

following the 5 pm mass. 

 

St. Clare parish council will meet on January 12th at the church 

following the 10:30 am mass. 

 

February 9th—St. Clare Spaghetti dinner serving 11-1. Please look 

for a sign up sheet in the back of church in the near future. 

 

St. Clare Finance council will meet on February 11th  at the church 

following 5 pm mass. 
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 Greeters and  

Offertory Gifts  

 Lector  E. Ministers  Servers Recorders 

SATURDAY DEC 28 

St. Clare, 4PM 

 

Frank 

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski 

 

 

SATURDAY DEC 28 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 

James Rogers James Rogers 

 

 

SUNDAY DEC 29 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Dale & Margy 

Renner 

Dale Sturm 

Judy Casey 

Dale Strum 

 

Fred Graf 

Dale Sturm 

SUNDAY  DEC 29 

 St. Clare,  10:30AM 

SamuelsonFamily Andy Johnson 

Francis Robinette 

Mary Grebert 

Johnson Family Samuelson Family 

SATURDAY  JAN 4 

  St. Clare, 4PM 

 

Frank 

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski 

Debbie Travis 

 

 

SATURDAY JAN 4 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 

Sharon Hart Sharon Hart 

 

 

SUNDAY JAN 5 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Judy Casey 

Judy Haas 

Dale Renner 

Margy Renner 

Dale Sturm 

 

Dale Renner 

Mike Anderson 

SUNDAY JAN 5 

 St. Clare, 10:30AM 

Jennifer Herrington 

Georgia Nelson 

Jane Mayer Morgan Family Michael Mayer Morgan Family 

TUESDAY DEC 31 

St. Joseph, 4PM 

Dale & Margy 

Renner 

Fred Graf 

Judy Casey 

Margy Renner 

 

Mike Anderson 

Dale Sturm 

TUESDAY DEC 31 

St. Clare, 7 PM 

Vance &Dang 

Nelson 

Frank 

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski   

WEDNESDAY JAN 1 

St. Joseph, 8AM 

Judy Haas Dale Sturm 

Dale Renner 

Dale Sturm 

 

Fred Graf 

Dale Sturm 

WEDNESDAY JAN 1 

St. Clare, 10 AM 

Alice Varley Pat McAndrews Mary Grebert   

TUESDAY DEC 31 

Sacred Heart, 5:30 PM 

 Carl Rankin Carl Rankin   

  Please, join us for the  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment  

  on Wednesday, January 8th, 

2020 

      from 6:30pm-7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the parish center in Clarinda for  

all our 3 Parishes.  

Death and Dying: Active Euthanasia with Parental Consent: 

The bioethical question here is: “Should active euthanasia be permitted to spare the 

patient and the family from suffering when death is inevitable?” The nine-year-old 

patient here was Andrea, a girl, suffering from a drug-resistant, severe pulmonary 

infection with so many progressive medical complications. She had undergone and 

received many medical procedures and treatments from a hospital’s medical team, in 

consultations with her parents. The last treatment for her was an experimental antibi-

otics medicine, which might have some side effects. Because of Andrea’s untold suf-

ferings, the sympathetic parents, without her consent and the fact that the law forbids 

the use of active euthanasia to end a patient’s life, were considering active euthanasia 

to end their corporate torture. The doctors refused the idea and continued treating 

Andrea until she died naturally after 48 hours of being admitted to the hospital. I 

maintain that the doctors did the right thing before God and for the welfare of An-

drea. They also adhered to the Hippocratic Oath of saving life. Suffering is part of 

human life and communal. Jesus suffered a lot to save us. The Israelites suffered a lot 

as God’s chosen people. The apostles suffered. Mary and Joseph did. Life is sacred to 

God. He gives and he takes it back when he wants. Andrea was God’s child. Active 

euthanasia was and is not an enduring solution to human, medical, corporeal suffer-

ing. The parents might have even suffered more later on for deciding to end Andrea’s 

life. They could have developed and suffered from survivors’ guilt later if they made 

that life-ending decision to wit. Maybe, it was God’s will that Andrea would not live 

longer than 9 years. God could have used her life to teach the parents and the doctors 

some religious and professional lessons (see 2 Tim 3:12; Heb. 5:8; Lk. 24:25-26; Acts 

17:2-3; Is. 53:4-6; Ex. 32:30; etc).  

Fr. Eze V. Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp. 
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           CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Dec. 28       Homebound Ministries: from 8:30AM  

        St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM 

               Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM 

                            

Dec 29        St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

        St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass At 10:30AM 

    

Dec 31  New Year’s Eve Mass:    St. Joseph, Villisca@4 PM                   

      Sacred Heart, Bedford @5:30PM 

                  St. Clare, Clarinda@ 7PM 

 

Jan 1     New Year’s Day Mass :  St. Joseph, Villisca @8 AM 

                                                   St. Clare, Clarinda @10AM 

 

Jan 2      Holy Mass at 10 AM:   Good Samaritan, Villisca 

                                                                             

Jan 2           No RCIA class 

                         

Jan 3          CCF— Holy Mass at 9 AM 

                             

Jan 4            Homebound Ministries:  from 8:30AM 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM  

                      Second collection– Building Fund 

                     Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at                                

      6PM                           

                       

Jan 5           St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

        St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 10:30AM 

                     Second collection-Building Fund 

                    Knights of Columbus sponsoring coffee and rolls 

                                            following 10:30 mass 

Your Gifts for God’s Work,  

Dec 14th/15th,  2019 

 

The Weeks Offering $417.00 

Weekly Goal 

 

          $1,562.50 

Over/(Below) ($1145.50) 

Monthly Goal  $6,250.00 

 

Total for Month  of December  

$1,920.00 

A CALL FOR MASS INTENTIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT IT: 

Dear Parishioners, I have observed, since my arrival, that we always have very few Mass Inten�ons and S�pends (offerings) in all our three �

parishes. Masses can be booked for various reasons and occasions, such as, anniversaries, (such as, death, weddings, gradua�ons, etc.), birthdays, funerals, memorials, 

gradua�ons, travel mercies, success in exams and projects, thanksgivings, job interviews, opportuni�es, and promo�ons, for the sick (healing, recovery, etc.), fruits of the 

womb, marriages, Bap�sms, First Holy Communion, Confirma�on, voca�ons, seminarians, the �

Religious, Priests, Bishops, the Pope, families, Local, State, and Federal Governments and leaders, peace, reconcilia�on, name�feasts/Patron Saints, for our Parishes/

Churches, unity, God’s blessings and protec�on, etc. For Mass S�pends, the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines recommends a minimum dona�on of $5 for an inten�on. 

However, one can donate more than $5 for an inten�on in a Mass. You can book your �

Masses through: 1) the Parish offices 2) Parish E�mails 3) by surface mail addresses of our Parishes 4) Phone, via our respec�ve Parish phones �

5) by dropping them into the offertory collec�on baskets in sealed envelopes at Masses. You may indicate the par�cular days you may like to �

have the Masses said or celebrated in the Church. If the donor of the Mass Inten�on/s will be physically present at the chosen day, that will be wonderful. If not, the 

Mass Inten�on can s�ll be celebrated. The Inten�ons will be published in our Parish Bulle�n, indica�ng the names of the donor and the beneficiaries. There are many 

openings in our Mass Inten�on Books now. All the Mass S�pends belong to the Parishes where they are donated and where the Masses will be celebrated. Please, let us 

always pray for one another and for any other inten�ons to our good, gracious, listening, caring, and benevolent Father all year round. May His peace, love and blessings 

be with us, both now`  and for all eternity. Amen. �

Fr. Eze Venan�us Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp.�

Widowed, Divorced, or Separated?  

The loss of a loved one through separation, divorce, or death is one of life’s most 

traumatic experiences. Many people who have suffered this loss feel uncertain about their futures. 

Beginning Experience® is a program intended for those suffering the loss of a love relationship who 

are ready to come to terms with that loss and begin to move forward with their lives. The program is 

presented by a team of people who are willing to share their own experiences to help others. 

The weekend program is held at St. Thomas More Center on Jan. 17-19. To learn more about 

Beginning Experience, come to one of our open houses on Dec. 13, Dec. 20, and Jan. 3 from 7-8:30 

p.m. at St. Augustin Catholic Church in Des Moines or contact Father Bob Schoemann at 515-418-

1938, Daryl Stahl at 515-480-6617, or Dana Reed at 515-975-3745. 

This email was received from the Diocese Interim Director of 

the Office of Worship, Rev. Trevor Chicoine: 

As you know, the flu season is once again upon us.  Several inquiries 

have been made to the Diocesan Worship Office regarding practical 

questions of sanitation during Worship in the midst of flu season, 

and we would simply like to take the opportunity to remind everyone 

to use prudence and common sense during flu season.  The appropri-

ate use of hand sanitizer, along with other common sanitary practices, 

goes a long way towards helping prevent the spread of the virus.  Like-

wise, it is important that the vessels for Holy Communion be washed 

after Masses in addition to the ritual purification done by the priest, 

deacon, or instituted acolyte.  Eucharistic Ministers who are feeling 

unwell during flu season should, out of charity and prudence, find 

someone to take their place. Prudence is also encouraged during the 

sign of peace; as the priest or deacons’ exhortation to the faithful says, 

“let us offer each other “A” sign of peace.”  This sign does not have to 

necessarily involve physical contact, and it is good to remind parish-

ioners of this fact.  When it comes to Holy Communion, at this junc-

ture, distribution of the chalice to the faithful is left to the prudence 

of the pastor.  In institutions of care such as hospitals and nursing 

homes, if offering communion from the chalice is the customary prac-

tice, administrators, priests, and pastoral staff may wisely elect to en-

tirely forgo offering both species . This may be also a good time for a 

quick reminder to folks that one receives the fullness of the sacrament 

from either of the sacred species, and charity might call one to forgo 

the chalice if feeling ill. 
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1-888 
846-8841

www.camblingeothermal.net

PLUMBING 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
GEOTHERMAL

CATHOLIC OWNED 
& OPERATED

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Family Owned & Operated 
609 S. Brooks Street •  Lenox, IA 

641-202-6881 • www.lenoxmonument.com

100% Guaranteed From the Foundation Up

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Catholic Owned & Operated
Areas only on-site crematory 

Affordable Cremation Packages

405 W Thomas Ave Shenandoah IA 
1-888-846- 8841| www.swicremation.com

Providing the area with a full 
range of Products and Services

Coin, IA | 712-583-3214

Specializing in Auto Body Repair

104 Orchard St  Bedford
Over 30 years Experience

712-523-2678  Todd Brill, Owner

BUILT to LAST
Eric Amdor 
(641) 344-4255

eamdor@icloud.com 
1760 255th Rd • Corning, IA

Tiling • Terraces • Ponds • Dozing

Skid Loader • Demo Work • Tree Removal 

Travis Henderson • 641-202-9621


