
 

ST. CLARE, CLARINDA 

Office Phone: 712-542-2030 

Office email:stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Fr. Eze’s Phone: 660-215-0757 

E-Mail: eponvu@yahoo.com 

Bulletin: 

Mass Times: 

 Saturday 4:00 p.m.   

 Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday 5 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: First 

Wednesday of the Month: 6:30p.m.-

7:30p.m 

Reconciliation: 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:40 p.m. or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: Emily Akers/

 Mark B. 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m.–1:00p.m.  M-F 

(If stopping best to call first) 

 

707 Main Street, Bedford, IA  50833 

Mass Time: Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Reconciliation: 

 1st Saturdays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: James Rogers/

Theresa Rowan 

Bookkeeper: Glenda Stockwell 

 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA 

Email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Mass Time: Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation:  

 1st Sundays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Bookkeeper: Gary Poen  

Rev. Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp., Pastor 

Catholic Parishes 

January 11th/12th, 2020– The Baptism of The Lord -  

Cycle A   879 

 

Readings:          Is 42:1-4, 6-7 

                         Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b] 

                        Acts 10:34-38  

                         Mt 3:13-17  
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The Baptism of the Lord 

Understanding the Word 

 The reading from Isaiah is the first of four passages traditionally known as the “servant songs.”  Most significant in this 

description of the servant is his endowment with God’s own spirit.  Earlier Israelite leaders—the judges, kings and prophets—

were thought to have been seized by the spirit, thus empowering them to act within the community in some unique fashion.  

The servant will exercise justice, but not the harsh, exacting kind.  Instead, it will be gentle and understanding, willing to wait 

for the establishment of God’s universal rule.  This justice will not compound the distress of an already suffering people.  Ra-

ther, it will be a source of consolation. 

 Acts of the Apostles describes a scene that took place in the house of Cornelius, a newly converted Roman centurion.  

Normally, an observant Jew like Peter would not enter the home of a Gentile.  The first words of his discourse (“I see that God 

shows no partiality”) indicate that he was not always open to association with Gentiles as he is now (Acts 10:34).  It was a newly 

gained insight about God that changed his view of those who did not have Jewish ancestry.  Peter came to see that God shows 

no partiality, and Christ is Lord of all.  The message of peace given initially to Israel now includes the Gentiles as well. 

  The Gospel reading opens with a statement about Jesus’ leaving the familiarity and security of his home in Galilee and 

journeying to the Jordan River where John was baptizing.  There is no description of the actual baptism, but we do have an 

account of what happened afterwards:  The heavens opened and the Spirit of God descended.  The Trinitarian scene is com-

pleted with the voice from heaven identifying Jesus as “Son.”  The words spoken combine an allusion to the “servant of the 

Lord” (see Isaiah 42:1) and the enthronement of messianic king.  He will accomplish this as “servant of the Lord.” 

 

Reflecting on the Word 

 A favorite plot is the rags-to-riches story, the adversity-to-triumph story, the weakling-who-becomes-strong story.  It 

touches on our hope for personal transformation, for a change for the better.  We find it in fairy tales like Cinderella, in novels 

like David Copperfield, and in movies like Star Wars.   

 This is not, however, the plot we get in the Jesus story.  Jesus, who starts out in Bethlehem wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a manger, then grows up not to become the Messiah that Israel had hoped for—the strong warrior king 

who would restore the nation of Israel to the glory it had under King David.  Instead, he grows up to become one who suffers 

for our sakes, who empties himself, who considers himself a servant—and calls on all who follow him to do the same. 

 On this final Sunday of the Christmas season, the Church celebrates the baptism of Jesus, an event that identifies him 

as the servant described by Isaiah, who come in gentleness, breaking no bruised reed, quenching no smoldering wick.  No 

shouting, no crying out, no making his voice heard in the streets.  Rather, he will open eyes and hearts, release from confine-

ment, and deliver from the dungeon’s darkness. 

 The agenda was fairly simple, as Peter points out when preaching in the house of the Roman centurion, Cornelius:  

Jesus went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil.  He came not to be served but to serve.  And this is 

what he asks of us. 

Consider/Discuss 

 Why do we end the Christmas season with the celebration of Jesus’ baptism? 

 Do you think of your baptism as committing you to a life of service? 

Responding to the Word 

 At our baptism, we became God’s adopted sons and daughters.  We pray to God as beloved sons and daughters, asking 

that God will be “well pleased” with us, and that God will direct us in the way of serving the needs of others so that we may 

“do good” and bring healing to a wounded world. 

 

Taken from Living the Word: Scripture Reflections and Commentaries for Sundays and Holy Days 

Mass Intentions @ St. Joseph, Villisca:                               

January 12—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith          

January 19—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith 

January 26—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith 

February 2—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Clare, Clarinda: 

Saturday, January 18th @ 4PM– Myron Varley by 

Alice Varley 

Sunday, January 26th @ 10:30 AM– Myron Varley by 

Alice Varley 
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1-12 Melissa Wellhausen 

1-16 Paul Morgan 

1-17 Meredith DeGroot 

 

Let us Pray for the Sick of our Parishes: 

Sandy Liner, Nancy Fahey, Dollie Nowakowski, Gustavo Rodriguez, James Dowling, Sally Davison, Gene Fahey, 

Louvada McAlpin, Kathy Holmes, Lou Ludington, Wade Schuetz,  Midge Stanley, Connie Gage, Fr. Paul Koch, 

Father Tom Coenen, Ivan & Barbara Friend, Kelly Tobin, Dr. Tonia Baldwin, Sue 

Schaub, Gerald Long, Yan & Russell Shum, Alice Varley, Beth Kline, Jerry and 

Jean Schweitzer, Suzanne Pratt, Pat Kasha & Keith Holderfield, Renee Rogers. 

Widowed, Divorced, or Separated?  

The loss of a loved one through separation, divorce, or death is 

one of life’s most traumatic experiences. Many people who have suffered this 

loss feel uncertain about their futures. Beginning Experience® is a program 

intended for those suffering the loss of a love relationship who are ready to 

come to terms with that loss and begin to move forward with their lives. The 

program is presented by a team of people who are willing to share their own 

experiences to help others. 

The weekend program is held at St. Thomas More Center on Jan. 17-19. To 

learn more about Beginning Experience, come to one of our open houses on 

Dec. 13, Dec. 20, and Jan. 3 from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Augustin Catholic 

Church in Des Moines or contact Father Bob Schoemann at 515-418-1938, 

Daryl Stahl at 515-480-6617, or Dana Reed at 515-975-3745. 

This email was received from the Diocese Interim Director of the Of-

fice of Worship, Rev. Trevor Chicoine: 

As you know, the flu season is once again upon us.  Several inquiries have 

been made to the Diocesan Worship Office regarding practical questions of 

sanitation during Worship in the midst of flu season, and we would simply like to 

take the opportunity to remind everyone to use prudence and common sense 

during flu season.  The appropriate use of hand sanitizer, along with other 

common sanitary practices, goes a long way towards helping prevent the 

spread of the virus.  Likewise, it is important that the vessels for Holy Commun-

ion be washed after Masses in addition to the ritual purification done by the 

priest, deacon, or instituted acolyte.  Eucharistic Ministers who are feeling un-

well during flu season should, out of charity and prudence, find someone to 

take their place. Prudence is also encouraged during the sign of peace; as 

the priest or deacons’ exhortation to the faithful says, “let us offer each other 

“A” sign of peace.”  This sign does not have to necessarily involve physical 

contact, and it is good to remind parishioners of this fact.  When it comes to 

Holy Communion, at this juncture, distribution of the chalice to the faithful is left 

to the prudence of the pastor.  In institutions of care such as hospitals and 

nursing homes, if offering communion from the chalice is the customary prac-

tice, administrators, priests, and pastoral staff may wisely elect to entirely forgo 

offering both species . This may be also a good time for a quick reminder to 

folks that one receives the fullness of the sacrament from either of the sacred 

species, and charity might call one to forgo the chalice if feeling ill. 

Please make note of these dates: 

St. Clare parish council will meet on January 12th at the church 

following the 10:30 AM Mass. 

 

February 9th—St. Clare Spaghetti dinner 

serving 11-1.@ J Bruner’s.  Holy Mass will be 

held at 10 AM @ St. Clare that morning. 

Everyone should be contacted by their 

monthly chairperson to donate $20 for sup-

plies.  If not contacted, please contact Mary 

Lou Wolhoy to make your donation.  A sign up sheet is at the 

back of church for jobs to be covered. Please, sign up so the com-

mittee knows what jobs will be taken care of.  Call Mary Lou 

Wolhoy with any questions @ 712-303-0100. Thank you! 

  

St. Clare Finance council will meet on February 11th  at the 

church following 5 PM Mass. 

St. Clare parishioner, Lou Ludington, is s�ll at Azria nursing 

home  (formerly 

Westridge) and will  be 

there for a number 

of �weeks. She would really 

welcome visitors as days 

get very long for her. 



4                                                    Saint Clare-Clarinda, Saint Joseph-Villisca, Sacred Heart-Bedford — Catholic Parishes 

 

 

 Greeters and  

Offertory Gifts  

 Lector  E. Ministers  Servers Recorders 

SATURDAY JAN 11 

St. Clare, 4PM 

Paul & Cindy 

Morgan 

Frank 

Nowakowski 

Paul & Cindy  

Morgan 

 

 

SATURDAY JAN 11 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 Children’s Mass Children’s Mass   

SUNDAY JAN 12 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Mike &Aimee 

Anderson Family 

Lee Hughes 

Fred Graf  

Dale Sturm 

 

Judy Casey 

Dale Sturm 

SUNDAY  JAN 12 

 St. Clare,  10:30AM 

Children’s Mass Children’s Mass 

Barb Garrett 

Mary Grebert 

Children’s Mass Nothwehr Family 

SATURDAY  JAN 18 

  St. Clare, 4PM 

Alice Varley 

Frank 

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski 

Debbie Travis 

 

 

SATURDAY JAN 18 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 

Kirby Welch Kirby Welch 

 

 

SUNDAY JAN 19 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Dale & Margy 

Renner 

Fred Graf 

Judy Casey 

Lee Hughes 

 

Mike Anderson 

Fred Graf 

SUNDAY JAN 19 

  St. Clare, 10:30AM 

Jennifer Herrington 

Georgia Nelson 

Ann Davison 

Lisa & Ryan  

Hartley 

Mayson Hartley 

Cecelia Baldwin 

Samuelson Family 

Pope Francis asks families to put down their phones on Holy Family feast  

By Courtney Mares 

Vatican City, Dec 29, 2019 / 05:30 am (CNA).- On the feast of the Holy Fami-

ly of Nazareth, Sunday, Pope Francis encouraged families to get off their cell 

phones and talk to one another. 

“In your family, do you know how to communicate with each other, or are you 

like those kids at the table -- each one has their own cell phone, chatting? In 

that table there is a silence as if they were at Mass, but, they don't communi-

cate with each other,” Pope Francis said in his Angelus address Dec. 29. 

“We need to retake communication within the family: parents, children, grand-

parents and siblings must communicate with each other,” the pope said. “This 

is your assignment for today for the feast of the Holy Family.” 

Pope Francis said that the Holy Family is a model for families today in 

“following the Gospel, the foundation of holiness in a family,” as they prayed, 

worked, and communicated with each other. 

“The Holy Family of Nazareth represents a choral response to the will of the 

Father. The three members of this exceptional family help each other to dis-

cover and carry out God’s plan,” he said. 

“The family is a precious treasure: we must always support and protect it,” the 

pope saidThe Holy Family was “totally available to God’s will,” he said, 

providing an example of obedience and openness for families today. 

The pope pointed to Mary’s obedience to God at times when she did not fully 

understand God’s plans for her. 

“Mary silently meditates, reflects and worships the divine initiative. Her pres-

ence at the foot of the cross consecrates this total availability,” the pope said. 

“As for Joseph, the Gospel does not bring us a single word: he does not speak, but, acts by obeying,” Francis added. An example of this 

was Joseph’s trust in God’s will as he fled with his family to Egypt. 

“Under the guidance of God, represented by the Angel, Joseph removes his family from the threats of Herod,” he said. “The Holy Family 

is thus in solidarity with all the families of the world forced into exile, solidarity with all those who are forced to abandon their lands be-

cause of repression, violence, war.” 

Pope Francis asked for prayers for the victims of a car bomb in Mogadishu, Somalia, that killed over 70 people on Dec. 28, and ex-

pressed his closeness to all family members mourning their losses. 

“Let us entrust to Mary, ‘Queen of the family,’ all the families of the world, especially, those experiencing suffering or unease, and, we 

invoke her maternal protection on them,” Pope Francis said. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-asks-families-to-put-down-their-phones-on-holy-family-feast-23990  

Pope Francis greets families of Vatican City employees Dec. 21, 

2017. Credit: Vatican Media. 
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           CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Jan 11          Homebound Ministries: from 8:30AM  

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM                

         Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM 

                            

Jan 12          St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass At 10:30AM 

       

                      

Jan 14          St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 5PM 

 

Jan 15          St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 9AM 

 

Jan 16          Holy Mass at 10 AM —Good Samaritan–  

                                                 Villisca 

                      R.C.I.A. @6 PM at St. Clare, Clarinda 

 

Jan 17          CCF— Holy Mass at 9 AM 

                             

Jan 18          Homebound Ministries:  from 8:30AM 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM   

         Second collection—Food Pantry 

                     Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM                           

                       

Jan 19          St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Mass at 10:30AM 

                     Second Collection — Food Pantry 

Your Gifts for God’s Work,  

Christmas & December 

28th/29th,  2019 

 

The Weeks Offering          $1,466.60 

Weekly Goal 

 

          $1,562.50 

Over/(Below) ($95.90) 

Monthly Goal  $6,250.00 

 

Total for Month  of December  

$4,064.60 

A CALL FOR MASS INTENTIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT IT: 

Dear Parishioners, I have observed, since my arrival, that we always have very few Mass Intentions and Stipends (offerings) in all our three  

parishes. Masses can be booked for various reasons and occasions, such as, anniversaries, (such as, death, weddings, graduations, etc.), birthdays, funerals, memorials, gradua-

tions, travel mercies, success in exams and projects, thanksgivings, job interviews, opportunities, and promotions, for the sick (healing, recovery, etc.), fruits of the womb, 

m a r r i a g e s ,  B a p t i s m s ,  F i r s t  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n ,  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  v o c a t i o n s ,  s e m i n a r i a n s ,  t h e  

Religious, Priests, Bishops, the Pope, families, Local, State, and Federal Governments and leaders, peace, reconciliation, name-feasts/Patron Saints, for our Parishes/

Churches, unity, God’s blessings and protection, etc. For Mass Stipends, the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines recommends a minimum donation of $5 for an intention. How-

e v e r ,  o n e  c a n  d o n a t e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5  f o r  a n  i n t e n t i o n  i n  a  M a s s .  Y o u  c a n  b o o k  y o u r  

Masses through: 1) the Parish offices 2) Parish E-mails 3) by surface mail addresses of our Parishes 4) Phone, via our respective Parish phones  

5) by dropping them into the offertory collection baskets in sealed envelopes at Masses. You may indicate the particular days you may like to  

have the Masses said or celebrated in the Church. If the donor of the Mass Intention/s will be physically present at the chosen day, that will be wonderful. If not, the Mass 

Intention can still be celebrated. The Intentions will be published in our Parish Bulletin, indicating the names of the donor and the beneficiaries. There are many openings in 

our Mass Intention Books now. All the Mass Stipends belong to the Parishes where they are donated and where the Masses will be celebrated. Please, let us always pray for one 

another and for any other intentions to our good, gracious, listening, caring, and benevolent Father all year round. May His peace, love and blessings be with us, both now`  

a n d  f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y .  A m e n .  

Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp. 

 

PLANNED GIVING: WILLS, BEQUESTS, BENEFICIARY DESIG-

NATIONS, RETIREMENT PLANS, AND LIFE INSURANCE:  

TO: ST. CLARE, CLARINDA; SACRED HEART, BEDFORD; AND, ST. 

JOSEPH, VILLISCA: 

The legacy we leave lies in the acts of charity, support and moments of kind-

ness we provide to people we touch along the way. As Catholics, we are 

called to give in any way we can.  

The mission of the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is to promote a 

legacy of giving and support within the parishes, schools, and Catholic or-

ganizations within the Diocese of Des Moines. 

Planned Giving through wills and estate bequests along with beneficiary 

designations of IRA, retirement plans, and life insurance plans are avenues 

that allow an individual to share their gifts with their parish.  The Catholic 

Foundation can also facilitate gifts of real estate, stock, and gifts of grain to 

your parish, school, or Catholic organization/ministry that you feel a connec-

tion to and want to support. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is here to support your wishes and 

look forward to having the opportunity to work with you.  Please contact, 

Brooke Pulliam at 515-237-5080 or bpulliam@catholicfoundationiowa.org to 

answer any question or set up an appointment today. You may also contact 

your parish office to get more information. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stew-

ards of God’s varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Parish Adults’ Religious Formation (R.C.I.A.) 

Program 

Every Thursday  @ 6 pm @  St. Clare 

Women of the Diocese of Des Moines: 

“A Seven Sister: One Holy Hour, One Priest, Each Week, One Heart 

of Prayer”                                           

We are forming a Seven Sisters Apostolate group for the Bishop of Des Moines. Your 

commitment is to pray one holy hour for the bishop each week on a specific day. The 

commitment is for one year. The group begins when we have seven women committed and 

each day of the week covered.   If you are interested in this ministry, contact Carolyn Kraf-

ka at krafkacm@aol.com, or 515-418-3033.  For more information on the apostolate, go 

to https://sevensistersapostolate.org/home.                                                                                                          
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1-888 
846-8841

www.camblingeothermal.net

PLUMBING 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
GEOTHERMAL

CATHOLIC OWNED 
& OPERATED

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Family Owned & Operated 
609 S. Brooks Street •  Lenox, IA 

641-202-6881 • www.lenoxmonument.com

100% Guaranteed From the Foundation Up

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Catholic Owned & Operated
Areas only on-site crematory 

Affordable Cremation Packages

405 W Thomas Ave Shenandoah IA 
1-888-846- 8841| www.swicremation.com

Providing the area with a full 
range of Products and Services

Coin, IA | 712-583-3214

Specializing in Auto Body Repair

104 Orchard St  Bedford
Over 30 years Experience

712-523-2678  Todd Brill, Owner

BUILT to LAST
Eric Amdor 
(641) 344-4255

eamdor@icloud.com 
1760 255th Rd • Corning, IA

Tiling • Terraces • Ponds • Dozing

Skid Loader • Demo Work • Tree Removal 

Travis Henderson • 641-202-9621


