
 

ST. CLARE, CLARINDA 

Office Phone: 712-542-2030 

Office email:stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Fr. Eze’s Phone: 660-215-0757 

E-Mail: eponvu@yahoo.com 

Bulletin: 

Mass Times: 

 Saturday 4:00 p.m.   

 Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday 5 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: First 

Wednesday of the Month: 6:30p.m.-

7:30p.m 

Reconciliation: 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:40 p.m. or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: Emily Akers/

 Mark B. 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m.–1:00p.m.  M-F 

(If stopping best to call first) 

 

707 Main Street, Bedford, IA  50833 

Mass Time: Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Reconciliation: 

 1st Saturdays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: James Rogers/

Theresa Rowan 

Bookkeeper: Glenda Stockwell 

 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA 

Email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Mass Time: Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation:  

 1st Sundays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Bookkeeper: Gary Poen  

Rev. Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp., Pastor 

Catholic Parishes 

January 25th/26th, 2020– Third Sunday in Ordinary                                           

Time-  Cycle A   934 

 

Readings:               Is 8:23—9:3 

                             Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a] 

                             1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

                              Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-1                           
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Understanding the Word 

 Isaiah speaks about the reversal of the fortunes of Israel; the former times of hardship are contrasted with the present experience of salvation.  

The nation had been overrun by foreigners, but now that the land has been returned to Israel, the hardships that accompanied defeat and occupation have 

been lifted and the darkness is dispelled.  The darkness included social disintegration, political collapse, and religious devastation.  The reversal of fortunes 

is characterized by light.  Salvation came when God dispelled the darkness and burst upon the land with the brightness of shining light.  Truly the fortunes 

have been reversed, and the saving grace of God has taken over the world.  

 The Corinthian church was rife with bickering and pettiness.  The natural differences that existed in the group had degenerated into rivalry.  If 

left unchecked this rivalry could develop into serious divisions, even schism.  In his appeal for unity, Paul addresses the Corinthians as brothers and sisters, 

indicating that he considers them as companion members of the Christian community.  Groups within the community claimed allegiance to various indi-

viduals.  Paul insists that since Christ cannot be divided, neither the teachings nor the personal characteristics of religious leaders can be allowed to rival 

their allegiance to Christ. 

 John’s imprisonment signaled both the end of his ministry and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  It was not Jesus’ intent to pick up where John 

left off.  Although he preached the same repentance as did the Baptist, he did it in fulfillment of the prophecies rather than in anticipation of a future 

event as John did.  His first move was to call some followers.  Two sets of brothers—Simon and Andrew, James and John—were called away from their occu-

pation.  It should be noted that these men were called; they did not initiate their own discipleship, as followers of rabbis normally did.  The reign of God 

had come.  The newly called disciples were witnesses of its appearance.  

 

Reflecting on the Word 

 During this annual week of praying for Christian Unity, it may be either consoling or disheartening to realize that from the beginning there were 

divisions in the church.  In Paul’s day, the bickering arose in Corinth over rival loyalties:  “I belong to Paul….to Peter….to Apollos…..to Christ.”  Paul tries 

to put an end to this from the start, asking the various factions, “Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you baptized in the name of 

Paul?” (1 Corinthians 1:13). 

  Today’s readings remind us that the darkness of division, whether among nations, churches, or families, is not part of the kingdom of heaven.  

Diversity, yes; division, no.  The light that Christ came and continues to bring is the light that allows us to look into the face of our brother and sister and 

see the face of God.   

 Jesus came into Galilee preaching the good news of the coming of God’s rule, proclaiming that God’s loving presence was here even now:  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”  (Matthew 4:17).  There is an urgency here, a call to repent, change, seek, and accept God’s rule in our 

lives.  This call is as urgent for us today as it was then.  As nations continue to build up arsenals of nuclear weapons, there is an unparalleled possibility of 

devastation on a global level. 

 Jesus continues to seek others to join him in preaching this gospel message.  A divided community is a counter-sign, not serving to bring about 

the kingdom.  The death of Christ was to heal such divisions.  When we settle for division, we “empty the cross of Christ of its meaning.” 

 

Consider/Discuss 

• Do I hear Jesus’ call to repent as if it is spoken to me? 

• Have I made peace with division in my life where there could be unity? 

 

Responding to the Word 

 Turn to Psalm 27 (today’s responsorial psalm) and use it for meditation.  Today’s short response can also serve as a mantra during the coming 

week:  “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”  we pray that the Lord delivers us from any division that threatens the body of Christ and that we live in 

the light and be a light for others. 

A Healthcare Minute:  Keep an up-to-date list of all your medications 

 

1. Make sure you have a current list of all prescribed meds and OTC (over 

the counter meds) with you at all times. 

2. It is important to take your updated list to all doctor appointments and 

when you leave your home in the event of an emergency 

3. If you see more than one healthcare provider for different ailments, 

having a current list of your medications can help the doctor avoid add-

ing a medication that may cause untoward side effects. 

 

Pick up your free copy of “Current Medication List” in the back of the church and feel free to make copies. 

 

If you have healthcare concerns that you would like to see in future Healthcare Minutes, please contact me at annda-

vison77@yahoo.com or phone 727-433-3343. Leave a message and I will return your call. ~Ann Davison, RN.  
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1-30 Fred Graf 

1-31 Judy Casey 

2-1 Joshua Williams 

Let us Pray for the Sick of our Parishes: 

 

Sandy Liner, Nancy Fahey, Dollie Nowakowski, Gustavo Rodriguez, James Dowling, Sally Davison, Gene Fahey, 

Louvada McAlpin, Kathy Holmes, Lou Ludington, Wade Schuetz,  Midge Stanley, Connie Gage, Fr. Paul Koch, 

Father Tom Coenen, Ivan & Barbara Friend, Kelly Tobin, Dr. Tonia Baldwin, Sue Schaub, 

Gerald Long, Yan & Russell Shum, Alice Varley, Beth Kline, Jerry and Jean Schweitzer, 

Suzanne Pratt, Pat Kasha, Keith Holderfield, Renee Rogers, & Kathleen Holmes. 

Please make note of these dates: 

February 5th—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 6:30-7:30 

PM @ St. Clare, Clarinda 

 

February 9th—St. Clare Spaghetti dinner serving 11-1.@ J Bruner’s.  

Holy Mass will be held at 10 AM @ St. Clare that morning. Every-

one should be contacted by their monthly chairperson to donate 

$20 for supplies.  If not contacted, please contact Mary Lou Wolhoy 

to make your donation.  A sign up sheet is at the back of church for 

jobs to be covered. Please, sign up so the committee knows what 

jobs will be taken care of.  Call Mary Lou Wolhoy with any ques-

tions @ 712-303-0100. Thank you! 

  

St. Clare Finance council will meet on February 11th  at the church 

following 5 PM Mass. 

St. Clare parishioner, Lou Ludington, is s�ll at Azria 

nursing home  (formerly Westridge) and will  be 

there for a number of �weeks. She would really 

welcome visitors as days get very long for her. 

Mass Intentions @ St. Joseph, Villisca:                                        

January 26—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith 

February 2—Elizabeth Hildebidle by Delphine Smith 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Clare, Clarinda: 

Sunday, January 26th @ 10:30 AM– Myron Varley by Alice Varley 

 

Sunday, February 9th@ 10 AM—  Kim McAndrews Limond and 

Tom McAndrews by Pat McAndrews 

Project	HOPE	is	a	diocesan	

tuition	assistance	program	

dedicated	to	providing	a	

Catholic	education	to	chil-

dren	of	families	in	need.	The	

Diocese	of	Des	Moines	asks	

all	Catholics	to	participate	in	

this	week’s	special	collection.	

Please	respond	generously.�
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 Greeters and  

Offertory Gifts  

 Lector  E. Ministers  Servers Recorders 

SATURDAY JAN 25 

St. Clare, 4PM 

Alice Varley 

Frank  

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski 

 

 

 

SATURDAY JAN 25 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 

Glenda  

Stockwell 

Glenda Stockwell   

SUNDAY JAN 26 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Judy Casey 

Judy Haas 

Lee Hughes 

Dale & Margie  

Renner 

 

Dale Sturm 

Fred Graf 

SUNDAY JAN 26 

 St. Clare,  10:30AM 

Morgan Family Andy Johnson 

Andy & Melanie 

Johnson 

Adam Johnson 

Aiden Johnson 

Morgan Family 

SATURDAY  FEB 1 

  St. Clare, 4PM 

 

Frank  

Nowakowski 

Frank Nowakowski 

 

 

 

SATURDAY FEB 1 

Sacred Heart, 6PM 

 

Theresa Rowan Theresa Rowan 

 

 

SUNDAY FEB 2 

 St. Joseph, 8:30AM 

Dale & Margy 

Renner 

Dale Sturm 

Dale Sturm 

Fred Graf 

 

Mike Anderson 

Dale Sturm 

SUNDAY FEB 2 

  St. Clare, 10:30AM 

Children’s Mass Children’s Mass 

Jane Mayer 

Frances Robinette 

Children’s Mass Nothwehr Family 

From the Office of the Bishop, Most Rev. William M. Joensen, Ph.D. 

 

January 4, 2020 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 

Reverend Fathers: 

Even in our often secularized culture, many lament the rise of a digital “dystopia” where words are wielded with abandon and human digni-

ty is a drive-by casualty.  This presidential election year whose entr’acte coincides with the Iowa caucuses and extends through November 

intensifies the stakes and the passions that can poison the well of civic friendship and mutual respect for our neighbors, regardless of their 

religious, political, or other affiliations. 

 

As Catholic Christians and persons of good will, we recognize how easily we, too, can be drawn into the contentious climate and fall short 

of basic charity in our attitudes and our speech.  St. Peter cautions the early Christian community: “Rid yourselves of all malice and all de-

ceit, insincerity, envy, and all slander” (1 Peter 2:1).  And St. Paul likewise counsels:  “Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak the truth, 

each one to his neighbor, for we are members one of another” (Ephesians 4:25). 

 

With a desire to lift up society in accord with our “better angels,” the Diocese of Des Moines is collaborating with the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops by participating in a campaign that transcends partisan sentiment: “Civilize It: Dignity beyond the Debate 2020.”  

The hope is to encourage greater civility, compassion, and clarity in dialogue and engagement that will deepen our appreciation for varied 

voices, grounded in the belief that each of us by nature is inclined toward the true, the good, and the beautiful.  None of us has a monopoly 

on the truth, but all have been leavened with “seeds of the truth” that we cultivate by forming personal conscience and through communal 

conversation so we can bear fruit in civic friendship and achievement of the common good. 

 

With the aid of sample prayers of the faithful, bulletin announcements and inserts, homily helps (prepared by Christ the King pastor Fr. 

P.J. McManus) tied to the Presentation of the Lord’s Sunday readings with additional aids sent throughout the year, and introductory vid-

eo, and the invitation to take a personal pledge to respect the dignity of others—including those with whom we disagree—we hope to mobi-

lize the power of prayer, witness, and faith to defuse the toxic conversations that drain and divide us as a society. 

 

Our “Civilize It” campaign is not an exhaustive, time-consuming parish program; it is more about cultivating the “how” and the disposi-

tions of dialogue that will free us to discern and affirm the “what” of ordered goods that reflect our priorities and decisions as a political 

society.  This year-long effort begins in earnest the weekend of February 1-2, 2020, and concludes after the U.S. general election on Tues-

day, November 3,2020. 

Brothers in Christ, I sincerely hope you will join me in promoting this initiative and lend your support through your various parish avenues 

and platforms, including the privilege of the pulpit.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration and prospective participation in “Civilize 

It: Dignity beyond the Debate 2020.” 
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           CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Jan 25          Homebound Ministries: from 8:30AM  

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM  

                     Second collection—Project HOPE              

         Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM 

                            

Jan 26          St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

          Int: Elizabeth Hildibiddle 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass At 10:30AM 

                      Int: Myron Varley 

                      Second collection—Project HOPE 

       

Jan 28          St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 5PM 

 

Jan 29          St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 9AM 

 

Jan 30          Holy Mass at 10 AM —Good Samaritan–  

                                                 Villisca 

                      R.C.I.A. @6 PM at St. Clare, Clarinda 

 

Jan 31          CCF— Holy Mass at 9 AM 

                             

Feb 1           Homebound Ministries:  from 8:30AM 

        St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM   

         Second collection—Building Fund 

                     Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM                           

                       

Feb 2           St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

         St. Clare, Clarinda: Mass at 10:30AM 

                     Second Collection — Building Fund 

Your Gifts for God’s Work 

 

January 18th/19th, 

2020 

The Weeks Offering   $ 1,339.10 

Weekly Goal 

 

          $1,562.50 

Over/(Below) (223.40) 

Monthly Goal  $6,250.00 

 

Total for Month  of January $2,893.25 

A CALL FOR MASS INTENTIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT IT: 

Dear Parishioners, I have observed, since my arrival, that we always have very few Mass Intentions and Stipends (offerings) in all our three  

parishes. Masses can be booked for various reasons and occasions, such as, anniversaries, (such as, death, weddings, graduations, etc.), birthdays, funerals, memorials, gradua-

tions, travel mercies, success in exams and projects, thanksgivings, job interviews, opportunities, and promotions, for the sick (healing, recovery, etc.), fruits of the womb, 

m a r r i a g e s ,  B a p t i s m s ,  F i r s t  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n ,  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  v o c a t i o n s ,  s e m i n a r i a n s ,  t h e  

Religious, Priests, Bishops, the Pope, families, Local, State, and Federal Governments and leaders, peace, reconciliation, name-feasts/Patron Saints, for our Parishes/

Churches, unity, God’s blessings and protection, etc. For Mass Stipends, the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines recommends a minimum donation of $5 for an intention. How-

e v e r ,  o n e  c a n  d o n a t e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5  f o r  a n  i n t e n t i o n  i n  a  M a s s .  Y o u  c a n  b o o k  y o u r  

Masses through: 1) the Parish offices 2) Parish E-mails 3) by surface mail addresses of our Parishes 4) Phone, via our respective Parish phones  

5) by dropping them into the offertory collection baskets in sealed envelopes at Masses. You may indicate the particular days you may like to  

have the Masses said or celebrated in the Church. If the donor of the Mass Intention/s will be physically present at the chosen day, that will be wonderful. If not, the Mass 

Intention can still be celebrated. The Intentions will be published in our Parish Bulletin, indicating the names of the donor and the beneficiaries. There are many openings in 

our Mass Intention Books now. All the Mass Stipends belong to the Parishes where they are donated and where the Masses will be celebrated. Please, let us always pray for one 

another and for any other intentions to our good, gracious, listening, caring, and benevolent Father all year round. May His peace, love and blessings be with us, both now`  

a n d  f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y .  A m e n .  

Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp. 

 

PLANNED GIVING: WILLS, BEQUESTS, BENEFICIARY 

DESIGNATIONS, RETIREMENT PLANS, AND LIFE INSUR-

ANCE:  

TO: ST. CLARE, CLARINDA; SACRED HEART, BEDFORD; AND, 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA: 

The legacy we leave lies in the acts of charity, support and mo-

ments of kindness we provide to people we touch along the way. 

As Catholics, we are called to give in any way we can.  

 

The mission of the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is to pro-

mote a legacy of giving and support within the parishes, schools, 

and Catholic organizations within the Diocese of Des Moines. 

Planned Giving through wills and estate bequests along with benefi-

ciary designations of IRA, retirement plans, and life insurance plans 

are avenues that allow an individual to share their gifts with their 

parish.  The Catholic Foundation can also facilitate gifts of real es-

tate, stock, and gifts of grain to your parish, school, or Catholic or-

ganization/ministry that you feel a connection to and want to sup-

port. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is here to support your 

wishes and look forward to having the opportunity to work with you.  

Please contact, Brooke Pulliam at 515-237-5080 or bpul-

liam@catholicfoundationiowa.org to answer any question or set up 

an appointment today. You may also contact your parish office to 

get more information. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 

good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Parish Adults’ Religious Education 

Formation (R.C.I.A.) Program 

 

Every Thursday  @ 6 pm @  St. Clare 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Clare, Clarinda, IA A 4C 02-1045

1-888 
846-8841

www.camblingeothermal.net

PLUMBING 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
GEOTHERMAL

CATHOLIC OWNED 
& OPERATED

Family Owned & Operated 
609 S. Brooks Street •  Lenox, IA 

641-202-6881 • www.lenoxmonument.com

100% Guaranteed From the Foundation Up

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Catholic Owned & Operated
Areas only on-site crematory 

Affordable Cremation Packages

405 W Thomas Ave Shenandoah IA 
1-888-846- 8841| www.swicremation.com

Providing the area with a full 
range of Products and Services

Coin, IA | 712-583-3214

Specializing in Auto Body Repair

104 Orchard St  Bedford
Over 30 years Experience

712-523-2678  Todd Brill, Owner

BUILT to LAST
Eric Amdor 
(641) 344-4255

eamdor@icloud.com 
1760 255th Rd • Corning, IA

Tiling • Terraces • Ponds • Dozing

Skid Loader • Demo Work • Tree Removal 

Travis Henderson • 641-202-9621

Contact Tom Briles to place an ad today! 
tbriles@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2492


