
 

ST. CLARE, CLARINDA 

Office Phone: 712-542-2030 

Office email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Fr. Eze’s Phone: 660-215-0757 

E-Mail: eponvu@yahoo.com 

Bulletin: 

Mass Times: 

 Saturday 4:00 p.m.   

 Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday 5 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: First 

Wednesday of the Month: 6:30p.m.-

7:30p.m 

Reconciliation: 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:40 p.m. or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: Emily Akers/

 Mark B. 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m.–1:00p.m.  M-F 

(If stopping, best to call first) 

Office Manager: Jackie Schmitt 

 

707 Main Street, Bedford, IA  50833 

Mass Time: Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Reconciliation: 

 1st Saturdays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: James Rogers/

Theresa Rowan 

Bookkeeper: Glenda Stockwell 

 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA 

Email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Mass Time: Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation:  

 1st Sundays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Bookkeeper: Gary Poen  

Rev. Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp., Pastor 

Catholic Parishes 

May 9th/10th, 2020– Fifth Sunday of Easter—Cycle A                                                      

910 

  Readings:        Acts 6:1-7 

                          Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22] 

                          1 Pt 2:4-9 

                          Jn 14:1-12           
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Let’s Learn about the Saints: 

St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380)—born the twenty-fifth child of an Italian wool-dryer and cloth merchant, she lived 

during the turbulent fourteenth century that was marred by wars and the bubonic plague.  She became a lay Dominican 

at the age of 15 and something of a recluse for three years, during which she struggled with doubt, disturbing visions, 

and inner voices. Then Christ began appearing to her everyday and in 1367, she abandoned her solitude and began a life 

of service to others. Though uneducated and barely able to read and write, Catherine is the first woman ever declared a 

“Doctor of the Church,” an eminent and reliable teacher.  Catherine developed a reputation as a peacemaker, mediating 

family feuds.  Eventually, she traveled across Italy to negotiate peace among armies at war.  She made her way to Pope 

Gregory XI and told him he needed to return to Rome after corruption and turmoil had caused the church leadership to 

flee to Avignon, France.   

Catherine’s final mystical vision placed the burden of the church on her back, as though it were a large ship.  She collapsed in great pain 

and lay paralyzed.  A few weeks later, when she died at the age of thirty-three, people found peculiar marks on her body: the stigmata rep-

resenting the wounds of her crucified Lord, and a “wedding band” placed on her finger by her spiritual spouse.  She had been the only 

one to perceive these marks prior to her death. Feast day is April 29. 

 

St. Wolfgang of Regensburg (924-994)— born in Swabia, Germany, Wolfgang traveled as a boy to the abbey of Reichenau, located on an 

island in Lake Constance.  A proficient student, he made a close friend in the brother of the Bishop of Wurzburg.  This 

connection resulted in his becoming dean of the cathedral school at Trier. 

In 964, Wolfgang became a Benedictine monk in Switzerland.  He accepted responsibility for administration of the 

school at the monastery in Einsiedeln and became an ordained priest.  In 972, he became bishop of Regensburg in Bavar-

ia.  In this position, Wolfgang worked to improve standards of education, as well as to organize church administration, 

and devoted himself to serving the poor.  Behind all of his accomplishments was a dedicated life of prayer.  Wolfgang 

became seriously ill while traveling down the Danube River into Austria.  He died near Linz. Feast day is October 31. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Our gospel reading puts us at the Last Supper with Jesus and the Apostles.  Jesus knew that the Apostles’ world would soon be turned 

upside down.  In spite of repeated warnings, the Apostles were not ready for what was going to take place once they left the Supper room.  

So he gave them one last word of wisdom: “don’t be troubled, don’t be afraid, just trust me.”  What an order!  In spite of Jesus’ words not 

to be troubled, they were devastated after he was arrested and put to death.  If Jesus’ words at that time did not give much comfort to the 

Apostles, they have been giving comfort in times of suffering to all the rest of us for the past 2000 years.  They are reflected in a very popu-

lar hymn: “Be not afraid.” 

Jesus describes to them why they should not be troubled or afraid: because there would be a better life ahead for them and he was going 

away to prepare a place for them so they could be with him forever.  He told them there were many “dwelling places” in his Father’s 

house.  Sometimes the word “dwelling places” is translated “mansions.”  We have to carefully understand just what Jesus is saying here.  

Too often we interpret his words in a materialistic way, thinking of multi-million dollar homes we will have in heaven as a reward for be-

ing good.  Some people may even picture a Mercedes in the garage, a pool in the back yard, a well-stocked wine cellar in the basement and 

70 virgins waiting to meet them.  This kind of a vision reduced happiness to sheer materialism and that is not what happiness with God 

will be all about.  The Greek word translated as “dwelling place” does not mean “mansion.”  The word puts emphasis, not so much on a 

building or structure, as on the act of staying or dwelling.  Reading further on in John’s gospel we learn that the “Father’s house” where 

Jesus is going and where there are many “dwelling places” is really to be understood as the experience of communion with God and with 

Jesus and being able to share in God’s glory.  This will be a source of joy that is greater than anything we can know in this world.  This 

may be a disheartening thought for those who are looking for material rewards or untold physical pleasures. 

St. Paul tells us “What no one ever saw or heard, what no one ever thought could happen, is the very thing God prepared for those who 

love him.” (Translation: Good News Bible– 1 Cor 2,9)  What’s ahead for us is beyond our understanding.  True, Jesus did use images we 

could understand to give us a hint of what heaven would be like.  Heaven is like a hidden treasure, a pearl of great worth, a wedding ban-

quet a king has for his son, a place without sadness or suffering or death.  His examples can be very comforting to think about and can 

motivate us to live a holy life.  What is more important to think about, though, is not what we’ll find when we enter into the next life as 

the way that leads there.  It’s of major importance because if we don’t go the right way, we won’t end up in the right place.  Our culture 

today tells us it doesn’t matter what we follow, we’ll all end up in the same place.  That’s not what Jesus tells us.  Jesus tells us today “I am 

the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  He is not only the way, but also the truth.  Contrary to 

founders of certain different religions who have told their followers they have found the truth, Jesus goes further and tells us he is the 

truth!  It is in him, in Jesus, we will see the glory of God as he tells Philip today.  When Philip asked to be able to see the Father, Philip 

was thinking as we often do, that somehow God is hiding somewhere and if he would only show himself to us we would be happy.  We 

don’t realize how much he wants us to see him and know him, to share his life and to know his joy.  God is not made of material things.  

He can’t come out of hiding because he is not hiding from us.  He is all around us, but we can only know him through a faith that fills 

our minds and hearts, and Jesus has pointed that way of faith out to us. 

Taken from  Homilies by Fr. Joe Robinson published in Guiding Light: Steadfast to the Son 



May 9th/10th, 2020– Fifth Sunday of Easter—Cycle A  910 

A CALL FOR MASS INTENTIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT IT: 

Dear Parishioners, I have observed, since my arrival, that we always have very few Mass Intentions and Stipends (offerings) in all our three  

parishes. Masses can be booked for various reasons and occasions, such as, anniversaries, (such as, death, weddings, graduations, etc.), birthdays, funerals, memorials, gradua-

tions, travel mercies, success in exams and projects, thanksgivings, job interviews, opportunities, and promotions, for the sick (healing, recovery, etc.), fruits of the womb, 

m a r r i a g e s ,  B a p t i s m s ,  F i r s t  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n ,  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  v o c a t i o n s ,  s e m i n a r i a n s ,  t h e  

Religious, Priests, Bishops, the Pope, families, Local, State, and Federal Governments and leaders, peace, reconciliation, name-feasts/Patron Saints, for our Parishes/

Churches, unity, God’s blessings and protection, etc. For Mass Stipends, the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines recommends a minimum donation of $5 for an intention. How-

e v e r ,  o n e  c a n  d o n a t e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5  f o r  a n  i n t e n t i o n  i n  a  M a s s .  Y o u  c a n  b o o k  y o u r  

Masses through: 1) the Parish offices 2) Parish E-mails 3) by surface mail addresses of our Parishes 4) Phone, via our respective Parish phones  

5) by dropping them into the offertory collection baskets in sealed envelopes at Masses. You may indicate the particular days you may like to  

have the Masses said or celebrated in the Church. If the donor of the Mass Intention/s will be physically present at the chosen day, that will be wonderful. If not, the Mass 

Intention can still be celebrated. The Intentions will be published in our Parish Bulletin, indicating the names of the donor and the beneficiaries. There are many openings in 

our Mass Intention Books now. All the Mass Stipends belong to the Parishes where they are donated and where the Masses will be celebrated. Please, let us always pray for one 

another and for any other intentions to our good, gracious, listening, caring, and benevolent Father all year round. May His peace, love and blessings be with us, both now`  

a n d  f o r  a l l  e t e r n i t y .  A m e n .  

Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp. 

Let us Pray for the Sick of our Parishes: 

Sandy Liner, Nancy Fahey, Dollie Nowakowski, Gustavo Rodriguez, James Dowling, Sally Davison, Gene Fahey, Louvada McAlpin, Kathy 

Holmes, Lou Ludington, Wade Schuetz,  Midge Stanley, Connie Gage, Fr. Paul Koch, Ivan & Barbara Friend, Kelly 

Tobin, Dr. Tonia Baldwin, Sue Schaub, Gerald Long, Yan & Russell Shum, Beth Kline, Jerry and Jean Schweitzer, Pat 

Kasha, Keith Holderfield, & Renee Rogers. 

Prayer for Mothers 

Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, pray for all mothers, so that 

they will be able to fulfill their maternal responsibilities.  Help them 

to be lovers and nurturers of all human life from the moment of 

conception until natural death, all the while being examples for their 

own children.  Pray for their children, so that they, too, will be faith-

ful followers of your Son. 

We offer these prayers in Jesus’ name, in union with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Busy Mother’s Prayer 

Here is a moment, Lord, in the flurry of the day to pause and pray.  I 

lift up to Your majesty and might my spouse, (Name) and my child/

ren, (Name/s).  Grant them the grace they need most today.  Give 

me patience in the chaos of life; grant me the prudence and wisdom 

necessary to balance the demands of home and heart and work.  

Keep me tethered not to tasks and money, but to faith, hope, and 

love.  Help me to remember that “The greatest of these is love.” (1 

Cor 13) Amen. 

Both prayers taken from Mother’s Prayers by Leaflet Missal Company 

Prayer for Families 

God, Our Father, loving and merciful, 

bring together and keep all families in 

perfect unity of love and mutual sup-

port.  Infuse in each member the spirit 

of understanding, love and affection for 

each other. 

Keep quarrels, bitterness and pettiness 

far from them, and for their occasional 

failures impart forgiveness and peace. 

May the mutual love and affection of parents be a source of loving 

obedience and discipline. 

May their chastity and fidelity be an inspiration to their children. 

Instill in children such self-respect that they may respect others, 

obey their parents and those in authority and grow in mature in-

dependence and the tender joys of friendship. 

Make the mutual affection and respect of families a sign of Chris-

tian life here and hereafter, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Savior. Amen. 

Taken from Family Prayer by Leaflet Missal Company 

The Noble Woman 

She is clothed with strength and dignity;...She watches over the affairs of her household. ...Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband 

also, and he praises her.  Proverbs 31:25, 27-28 

 Christian wives and mothers play important roles in upholding home, church, and country.  The last chapter of Proverbs pays 

tribute to women as such. 

 In our time, many women are employed outside the home.  This takes nothing away from their “strength and dignity” as pillars in 

the family.  Husbands and children lend willing hands to get the work done: cleaning, shopping, cooking.  Yet, the greater responsibility in 

the home still rests on the shoulders of the wife and mother.  She “watches over the affairs of her household.” 

 The woman described in Proverbs was by no means a housebound slave.  She was a business woman who was responsible for mak-

ing and selling items produced in her cottage industry and for business transactions, such as, dealing with real estate: “She considers a field 

and buys it” (Proverbs 31:16).  If she had servants in the home, she supervised them as the family manager.  The family budget she drew up 

included provision for the needy.  Little wonder that her children and husband called her blessed! 

 New Covenant women are priestesses in the home and, if employed outside the home, are Christ’s servants in the workplace and 

builders of His church.  They are first-class members of Christ’s body, the church.  They gladly serve Him in and out of the church, in every 

aspect of their lives because they know and believe that He died for them and gave them a place of honor in His kingdom. 

Taken from Every Day with the Savior by Rudolph F. Norden 
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5-9 Ryan Hartley 

5-10 Molly Walston 

5-10 Aylah Johnson 

5-11 Suzette Olson 

5-12 Carson Wellhausen 

5-13 Shelby Welch 

5-14 Cain Wellhausen 

5-15 Ada Bailey 
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           CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

May 9        St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4 PM 

                   Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6 PM 

                     

May 10      St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30 AM 

       St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 10:30 AM 

                     

May 12       St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 5PM 

 

May 13       St. Clare Holy Mass at 9AM 

 

May 16       St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM  

                   Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM  

                    

May 17      St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

       St. Clare, Clarinda: Mass at 10:30AM 

Your Gifts for God’s 

Work 

 

April 27-May 4, 2020  

The Weeks Offering   $1,000.00 

Weekly Goal 

 

               $1,562.50 

Over/(Below) ($562.50) 

Monthly Goal  $6,250.00 

 

Total for Month  of  

April 

$4,425.00 

PLANNED GIVING: WILLS, BEQUESTS, BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS, RETIREMENT PLANS, AND LIFE INSURANCE:  

TO: ST. CLARE, CLARINDA; SACRED HEART, BEDFORD; AND, ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA: 

The legacy we leave lies in the acts of charity, support and moments of kindness we provide to people we touch along the way. As Catholics, 

we are called to give in any way we can.  

 

The mission of the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is to promote a legacy of giving and support within the parishes, schools, and Cath-

olic organizations within the Diocese of Des Moines. 

Planned Giving through wills and estate bequests along with beneficiary designations of IRA, retirement plans, and life insurance plans are 

avenues that allow an individual to share their gifts with their parish.  The Catholic Foundation can also facilitate gifts of real estate, stock, and 

gifts of grain to your parish, school, or Catholic organization/ministry that you feel a connection to and want to support. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is here to support your wishes and look forward to having the opportunity to work with you.  Please 

contact, Brooke Pulliam at 515-237-5080 or bpulliam@catholicfoundationiowa.org to answer any question or set up an appointment today. 

You may also contact your parish office to get more information. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Thank You to everyone who turned in 

their pledge cards for the Annual Dioc-

esan Appeal thus far. Our parish goal is 100% participation so 

please prayerfully consider the amount you can contribute to reach 

our goal.  Every gift, regardless of the size, is vital to the success of 

the appeal.  A one time gift or a pledge to pay within a certain 

number of months can be made using the pledge card you may 

have received or visit www.dmdiocese.org/giving/annual-diocesan-

appeal. 

As of May 4th, St. Clare has had 16 donors respond with pledges 

and gifts of $7,870 to bring the remaining balance to $8,644 

from the initial $16,514 that we have been assessed. Thank you! 

 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Joseph, Villisca:  

May 7: Bob & Linda Schiltz from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

May 10: Mark & Helen Langenfeld and Jim & MaryLou Schimero-

ski from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Clare, Clarinda: 

May 8: Betty Langenfeld from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

May 9: Alfred & Leonetta Kenkel and Silverius & Mariann Muen-

chrath from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

May 10: Andy & Mildred Bruck and Leo & Marie Dresen from St. 

Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

May 12: Mary Feser and Joe & Irene Leuschen from St. Joseph’s 

Parish, Earling 

May 13: Betty Langenfeld and Alfred & Leonetta Kenkel from St. 

Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

May 15: Silverius & Mariann Muenchrath from St. Joseph’s Parish, 

Earling 

 

Mass Intentions @ Sacred Heart, Bedford: 

May 9: Joe & Mary Reischl and Gussie Malony 

from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Clare, Clarinda, IA A 4C 02-1045

1-888 1-888 
846-8841846-8841

www.camblingeothermal.net

PLUMBING 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
GEOTHERMAL

CATHOLIC OWNED 
& OPERATED

Tiling • Terraces • Ponds • Dozing

Skid Loader • Demo Work • Tree Removal 

Travis Henderson • 641-202-9621

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


