
 

ST. CLARE, CLARINDA 

Office Phone: 712-542-2030 

Office email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Fr. Eze’s Phone: 660-215-0757 

E-Mail: eponvu@yahoo.com 

Bulletin: 

Mass Times: 

 Saturday 4:00 p.m.   

 Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday 5 p.m. 

 Wednesday 9 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration: First 

Wednesday of the Month: 6:30p.m.-

7:30p.m 

Reconciliation: 

 Saturdays 3:00-3:40 p.m. or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: Emily Akers/

 Mark B. 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m.–1:00p.m.  M-F 

(If stopping, best to call first) 

Office Manager: Jackie Schmitt 

 

707 Main Street, Bedford, IA  50833 

Mass Time: Saturday 6:00 p.m. 

Reconciliation: 

 1st Saturdays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Religious Education: James Rogers/

Theresa Rowan 

Bookkeeper: Glenda Stockwell 

 

ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA 

Email: stclareclarinda@mchsi.com 

Mass Time: Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Reconciliation:  

 1st Sundays after Mass or  

 by appointment 

Bookkeeper: Gary Poen  

Rev. Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp., Pastor 

Catholic Parishes 

June 6th/7th, 2020–The Most Holy Trinity—Cycle A 

922 

Readings:          Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9 

                         Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b] 

                         2 Cor 13:11-13 

                        Jn 3:16-18           
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Today’s Homily 

 From the beginning of recorded history (and long before, I’m sure), hu-

man beings have tried to understand the great power that created the world and 

all that is in it.  Nations conceptualized this powerful force in ways they could 

understand.  They pictured gods somewhat like themselves or like animals with 

divine powers, and they pictured many different gods.  The only exception to the 

practice of worshipping many gods is the Pharaoh Akhenaten,  the predecessor to 

the famous King Tutankhamen.  Akhenaten decreed there was only one god, 

Aten, the sun god.  His religion lasted a few years until he died, then the Egyp-

tians went back to their former ways of worshipping Amun, Re, Osiris, etc.  I 

have been listening to a series of lectures about Hinduism, and the lecturer men-

tioned that in Hindu tradition there are 330 million gods.  That would be a job 

to keep all of them happy.  God has made life simple for us in telling us there is 

only one God we must honor.  Even that’s too many for some people.  

 God made it simple for us, but not too simple, for the God we honor is very mysterious, a God we could never have conceived of 

if it had not been revealed to us.   For our God is a God bustling with personality.  So much personality, that there are three persons in 

God, so closely united in being and power and love that there is only one God.  And that’s the mystery. 

 As I said earlier, we came to know this mystery through the coming of Jesus, through Jesus’ teachings, and the teachings of the 

apostles.  Jesus is God, equal to the Father in every way, but not the same as the Father.  The Spirit who comes from the Father and the 

Son is equal to each of them, and yet not the same as the Father and the Son.  Should we be surprised that God is mysterious, that God 

would be greater than we can understand?  If we had a God we could totally understand, wouldn’t that be more a God we created out of 

our own mind, than the God who created us and this entire universe, which also happens to be beyond our ability to fully comprehend. 

 But, you might ask, what does the idea of the Trinity do for me? 

 Consider this: when two people are in love with one another they want to know and be known by their lover.  God is in love with 

us.  God wants us to know him as much as we are capable and that’s why God revealed God’s self to us.  It’s just part of the process of get-

ting to know God better, so we can spend eternity enjoying God’s presence and God’s love. 

 Another thing the idea Trinity does for us is it tells us God is not some lonely monarch who needs people around who will enter-

tain him or love him.  God is a family who is full of love and fully fulfilled within God’s own self.  We are loved, not because God is lonely, 

but because God is so overflowing with love it just pours out to us and we are fulfilled by that love. 

 Another thing the idea of the Trinity does for us is it helps us know Jesus better.  We have the wonderful honor of sharing his life 

and being one with him through works of charity, prayer, and the sacraments, especially, the Eucharist. 

 We reflect we are in God’s presence, a mystery to us now, but one day, through our love for him and our fidelity to him we will 

experience all the love and greatness and beauty of who God is forever.  “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every-

one who believes in him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”  Amen. 

Taken from Guiding Light: Steadfast to the Son Homilies by Fr. Joe Robinson 

It is Always Daytime 

“Whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” (John 

3:21) 

Edgar Allan Poe was given to strange ways.  One of them was his preference for darkness.  During the day he would draw the 

shades to block the sun. 

 The world lies in the darkness of sin and unbelief.  For instance, some evildoers love shadows that cover their mis-

deeds.  While honest people sleep, they ply their wicked trades.   

 Jesus came to be the Light of the world.  He spoke the truth of God’s Word as it sheds light on sinfulness and the 

truth of God’s grace.  In His nighttime conversation with Nicodemus, our Lord spoke what is known as the Gospel in a nut-

shell: “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son” (John 3:16).  God gave His Son to be the Second Adam, to 

be obedient where the first Adam was disobedient and to make full restitution for all disobedience.   

 All we have to do is have faith in Christ as the one and only Savior.  Faith brings forgiveness, peace with God, light to 

guide us from day to day, and everlasting life.  Now all God’s people can stand in the light of God’s Word.  Believers have 

nothing to hide; there is no need to be secretive, no need to sit in darkness while it is day. 

 For Christians, it is always daytime. “The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation 

is nearer now than when we first believed” (Romans 13:11).  It is time to let our light shine to the glory of God. 

Taken from Every Day with the Savior: Daily Devotions by Rudolph F. Norden 
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The grass is green—it’s time to mow!! 

If you are able to help in mowing the lawn around the 

church and rectory, and since we really don’t have access to 

a sign up sheet, please contact MaryLou Wolhoy at 712-303-

0100. 

It costs $45/mowing to have someone do it and saving on 

yard care would be great!  Please consider making a dona-

tion if you are unable to volunteer time and equipment. 

Any amount would be helpful and can also be sent/given to 

MaryLou. 

6-5 Cindy Morgan 

6-7 Marcella (Sally) Davison 

6-7 Duane Casey 

6-7 Melinda Gray 

6-8 Georgia Nelson 

6-11 Janel Irvin 

6-13 Diane Mullen 

6-16 Fr. Eze 

A CALL FOR MASS INTENTIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT IT: 

Dear Parishioners, I have observed, since my arrival, that we always have very few Mass Intentions and Stipends (offerings) in all our three parishes.  Masses 

can be booked for various reasons and occasion, such as, anniversaries, (such as, death, weddings, graduations, etc.), birthdays, funerals, memorials, gradua-

tions, travel mercies, success in exams and projects, thanksgivings, job interviews, opportunities, and promotions, for the sick (healing, recovery, etc.), fruits 

of the womb, marriages, Baptisms, First Holy Communion, confirmation, vocations, seminarians, the Religious, Priests, Bishops, the Pope, families, Local, 

State, and Federal Governments and leaders, peace, reconciliation, name-feasts/Patron Saints, for our Parishes/Churches, unity, God’s blessings and pro-

tection, etc.  For Mass Stipends, the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines recommends a minimum donation of $5 for an intention.  However, one can donate 

more than $5 for an intention in a Mass.  You can book you Masses through: 1) the Parish offices 2) Parish E-mails 3) by surface mail addresses of our 

Parishes 4) Phone, via our respective Parish 5) by dropping them into the offertory collection baskets in sealed envelopes at Masses.  You may indicate the 

particular days you may like to have the Masses said or celebrated in the Church.  If the donor of the Mass Intention/s will be physically present at the 

chosen day, that will be wonderful. If not, the Mass Intention can still be celebrated.  The Intentions will be published in our Parish Bulletin, indicating 

the names of the donor and the beneficiaries.  There are many openings in our Mass Intention Books now.  All the Mass Stipends belong to the Parishes 

where they are donated and where the Masses will be celebrated.  Please, let us always pray for one another and for any other intention to our good, gra-

cious, listening, caring, and benevolent Father all your round.  May His peace, love and Blessings be with us, both now and for all eternity.  Amen.   

Fr. Eze Venantius Umunnakwe, C.S.Sp. 

Let us Pray for the Sick of our Parishes:    Sandy Liner, Nancy Fahey, Dollie Nowakowski, Gustavo Rodriguez, James 

Dowling, Sally Davison, Gene Fahey, Louvada McAlpin, Kathy Holmes, Lou Ludington, Wade Schuetz,  Midge Stanley, Con-

nie Gage, Fr. Paul Koch, Ivan & Barbara Friend, Kelly Tobin, Dr. Tonia Baldwin, Sue Schaub, Gerald Long, Yan & Russell 

Shum, Beth Kline, Jerry and Jean Schweitzer, Pat Kasha, Keith Holderfield, & Renee Rogers. 

Let’s learn about the Saints: 

Margaret of Scotland—Educated in Hungary, Margaret actually grew up in the court of Edward the Confessor. 

Her grandfather was King Edmund Ironside of England and her mother was a Hungarian princess.  Being one of 

the last members of the Anglo-Saxon royal family, she was in danger when the Normans invaded England.  Marga-

ret attempted to return to Hungary, but became shipwrecked off the Scottish coast.  With royalty in her blood, 

she married King Malcolm III of Scotland in 1070.  The first of their eight children became King David I, recog-

nized as one of the greatest Scottish kings. 

Margaret was devout, loving, and just.  Prayer, reading, and needlework for church paraments filled her private 

hours.  She founded the great Benedictine abbey of Dunfermline as a place for the burial of Scottish royalty.  Biographers report that Mar-

garet had a positive influence on her husband.  The king could not read, but he respected her books and had ornate covers put on them.  

He recognized that Christ lived in her, and her preferences and moral decisions became his own. 

Life was not easy for Margaret, Queen of Scotland.  Worn out, she died at the early age of forty-seven. Feast day is June 10. 

 

Blessed Richard Thirkeld—Ordained as an old man in 1579, Richard was considered a “late bloomer”.  He had stud-

ied at Queen’s College, Oxford, as well as at Douai and Rheims in France.  Four years after his ordination, when he 

visited a Catholic prisoner, he aroused the suspicion of the authorities.  They arrested him for the crime of being a 

priest.  After two months in a prison in York, he was sentenced to death in 1583.  He used his short time in jail to 

minister to the other prisoners, especially those sentenced to death. He was executed secretly because authorities feared 

that his public execution would have caused a public demonstration.  He was beatified by Pope Leo XIII in 1886.  

Feast day is May 29. 
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PLANNED GIVING: WILLS, BEQUESTS, BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS, RETIREMENT PLANS, AND LIFE INSURANCE:  

TO: ST. CLARE, CLARINDA; SACRED HEART, BEDFORD; AND, ST. JOSEPH, VILLISCA: 

The legacy we leave lies in the acts of charity, support and moments of kindness we provide to people we touch along the way. As Catholics, 

we are called to give in any way we can.  

 

The mission of the Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is to promote a legacy of giving and support within the parishes, schools, and Cath-

olic organizations within the Diocese of Des Moines. 

Planned Giving through wills and estate bequests along with beneficiary designations of IRA, retirement plans, and life insurance plans are 

avenues that allow an individual to share their gifts with their parish.  The Catholic Foundation can also facilitate gifts of real estate, stock, and 

gifts of grain to your parish, school, or Catholic organization/ministry that you feel a connection to and want to support. 

The Catholic Foundation of Southwest Iowa is here to support your wishes and look forward to having the opportunity to work with you.  Please 

contact, Brooke Pulliam at 515-237-5080 or bpulliam@catholicfoundationiowa.org to answer any question or set up an appointment today. 

You may also contact your parish office to get more information. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

  For Immediate Release�

Date:         June 2, 2020�

Contact:   Anne Marie Cox (515) 333-8387�

                  acox@dmdiocese.org  

The Diocese of Des Moines is allowing parishes to regather for the public celebration of Mass based on consultation with local 

medical professionals, Iowa Department of Public Health data and recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion. 

                Bishop William Joensen took the unprecedented step of suspending all public Masses on March 15 as the state closed business-

es and activities to stem the spread of COVID-19. An ad hoc committee of laity and clergy representing all parts of the diocese recom-

mended to Bishop Joensen a phased-in approach for returning to the public celebration of Mass based on a consistent decline in the num-

ber of newly diagnosed cases of the coronavirus and the advice of medical professionals. 

                Phase 1 consists of weekday celebration of Mass. Phase 2 consists of weekday and weekend celebration of Mass; and Phase 3 

includes daily celebration of Mass and a resumption of activities that are a part of parish life such as gatherings in parish halls. All phases 

include observing social distancing, the wearing of masks and cleaning guidelines to minimize the spread of the illness. 

                On May 21, parishes in 15 rural counties entered Phase 1 of regathering. They were given permission to begin weekday public 

celebration of Mass at the discretion of their pastors provided proper social distancing and cleaning practices were implemented. On May 

25, Mills County entered Phase 1. These parishes can enter Phase 2 the weekend of June 6-7 and begin celebrating weekend Masses at 

the pastors' discretion. 

                Parishes in Shelby Audubon and Guthrie Counties, which begin Phase 1 on June 2, can move to Phase 2 celebration of Sunday 

Masses the weekend of June 13-14 at the pastors' discretion. 

                Beginning June 9, parishes in Pottawattamie County can enter Phase 1 following social distance and cleaning guidelines based 

on the pastor's discretion. Assuming no spike in COVID-19 cases, this group can move into Phase 2 celebration of weekend Masses June 

20-21. 

                Parishes in Dallas, Polk and Warren Counties can enter Phase 1 as early as June 11, though pastors may choose to wait until a 

later date. When the bishop gives his permission, those parishes can move to Phase 2, possibly as soon as June 27-28. 

                Even when Sunday Masses are available in parishes, the obligation to attend will remain suspended. Vulnerable persons and 

those who interact with them are encouraged to remain at home and watch the celebration of Mass online. 

                The public celebration of Masses may be scaled back if there is a spike in the number of COVID-19 cases or on the advice of 

medical professionals. 

                Bishop Joensen asks that all parishioners wait patiently for their own parish's resumption of Masses. Because of social distanc-

ing requirements, the number of people who can attend may be limited. 

                "An occasional presence at Mass, and not daily, makes it possible for more parishioners to attend Mass in a safe fashion," said 

Bishop Joensen. "Practicing these self-disciplines is a grace-filled act of charity for others, who equally hunger for our Eucharistic Lord." 

                 When Catholics return to church for Mass, they will find some practices have changed. To minimize the spread of COVID-19, 

the wearing of masks will be strongly encouraged, there will be minimized singing, and worship aids will be removed. Parishes are en-

couraged to continue offering Mass online in either a livestream or recorded format. 

For more information and the latest developments in the Diocese of Des Moines, go to dmdiocese.org/coronavirus. 

The Diocese of Des Moines includes 80 parishes in 23 counties in central and southwest Iowa.  

Press Release   

       Diocese of Des Moines   
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           CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

June 6      St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4 PM 

                  Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6 PM 

                     

June 7       St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30 AM 

      St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 10:30 AM 

                     

June 9       St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 5PM 

 

June 10      St. Clare Holy Mass at 9AM 

 

June 13      St. Clare, Clarinda: Holy Mass at 4PM  

                   Sacred Heart, Bedford: Holy Mass at 6PM  

                    

June 14      St. Joseph, Villisca: Holy Mass at 8:30AM 

       St. Clare, Clarinda: Mass at 10:30AM 

Your Gifts for God’s 

Work 

 

May 22-31, 2020  

The Weeks Offering   $1,320.00 

Weekly Goal 

 

               $1,562.50 

Over/(Below) ($242.50) 

Monthly Goal  $6,250.00 

 

Total for Month  of  May $3,250.00 

Thank You to everyone who turned in 

their pledge cards for the Annual Dioce-

san Appeal thus far. Our parish goal is 100% participation so please 

prayerfully consider the amount you can contribute to reach our 

goal.  Every gift, regardless of the size, is vital to the success of the 

appeal.  A one time gift or a pledge to pay within a certain number 

of months can be made using the pledge card you may have received 

or visit www.dmdiocese.org/giving/annual-diocesan-appeal. 

 

St. Clare 2020 assessment  $16,514 

19 donor pledges/gifts        $8,155 

Remaining balance             $8,359 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Joseph, Villisca:  

June 4: Bob & Linda Schiltz from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

June 7:  Jim & MaryLou Schimeroski from St. Joseph’s Parish, 

Earling 

June 11: Bob & Linda Schiltz from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

 

Mass Intentions @ St. Clare, Clarinda: 

June 5: Betty Langenfeld from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

June 6: Kelly & Irene Tobin in honor of 65th wedding anniver-

sary 

          Alfred & Leonetta Kenkel from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

June 7: Silverius & Mariann Muenchrath from St. Joseph’s Par-

ish, Earling 

June 9: Andy & Mildred Bruck from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

June 10: Leo & Marie Dresen from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

June 12: Mary Feser from St. Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

 

Mass Intentions @ Sacred Heart, Bedford: 

June 6: Gene & Lois Sibenaller and Gussie Malony from St. 

Joseph’s Parish, Earling 

 

I am sending this note to let you know that your former parishioners, Kelly and Irene Tobin, will be celebrating their 65th 

wedding anniversary 

on Saturday, June 6. 

We were able to celebrate their 25th and 50th with Mass and a reception at St. Clare's but will not be able to get together 

this year due to Covid-19.  They were members of your parish from early 1963 to 2018 when they moved to the Green Hills 

retirement community. 

Thank you very much.  I hope you and your parishioners are safe and healthy. 

 

All the best, 

Jim Tobin 

 

son of Kelly and Irene 

Kelly and Irene Tobin 

2205 Green Hills Drive 

Unit 1202 

Ames, Iowa 50014-9102 

kellyirene3133@gmail.com 

515-357-5127 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Clare, Clarinda, IA A 4C 02-1045

1-888 1-888 
846-8841846-8841

www.camblingeothermal.net

PLUMBING 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
GEOTHERMAL

CATHOLIC OWNED 
& OPERATED

Tiling • Terraces • Ponds • Dozing

Skid Loader • Demo Work • Tree Removal 

Travis Henderson • 641-202-9621

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


