
AUGUST 25, 2019 ● 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
221 S. Jackson Avenue • Eagle Grove, Iowa 50533 
 
ST. JOHN PARISH 
608 Second Avenue N.E. • Clarion, Iowa 50525 
 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH 
1207 Third Street N.E. • Belmond, Iowa 50421 

gl e,

Address: 608 2nd Avenue NE, Clarion, Iowa 50525 
Phone: 515-532-3586   Toll free: 855-658-7837 

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am-1:00pm 
 

Office of Hispanic Ministry/Oficina del Ministerio Hispano Phone: 515-293-0009    
 

Visit our website at www.holyfamilycluster.org  

HOLY FAMILY CLUSTER OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION: 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
SATURDAYS: 4:00 pm St. Francis Xavier Parish 

8:00 pm (Spanish) St. John Parish 
SUNDAYS: 8:00 am St. John Parish 

10:30 am Sacred Heart Parish 
 

————————————————————— 
 

CLUSTER OFFICE STAFF  
Phone: (515)532-3586 (follow the prompts) 

Pastor: Rev. Jerry Blake 
     Email: .......................... DBQ039@dbqarch.org 
Pastoral Associate: Karen Newman    
     Email:......................... dbq039s1@dbqarch.org 
Pastoral Minister: Nancy Strub 
     Email:......................... dbq039s2@dbqarch.org 
RE Coordinator: Gloria Kisor 
     Email:......................... dbq039re@dbqarch.org 
Hispanic Ministry: Beatriz Garcia 
     Email:........................ dbq039hm@dbqarch.org 
Business Office Manager: Sonya Trager 
     Email:....................... dbq039sec@dbqarch.org 
Secretary: Candy Sheehan 
     Email:..................... dbq039sec1@dbqarch.org 
 

————————————————————— 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: 30 minutes before weekend and   
   daily Masses or by appointment with the pastor 
Baptism: Participation in the Baptismal  
   Program required. Contact the Cluster Office.  
Wedding: Contact the Pastor before setting the 
   wedding date at 515-532-3586 
 

—————————————————— 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
10 am Monday. Watch the bulletin and calendar for 

early deadline notices.  
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

WELCOME NEWCOMERS! 
Thank you for visiting our Cluster. If you would like  

to become a member of one of the parishes,  
please contact the Cluster office. 
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SACRAMENTOS: Confesión, 30 minutos antes de cada Misa del 
 fin de semana. Bautismo, en español, segundos y cuartos 
 sábados de cada mes a las 2p.m., para niños menores de 7 
 años. Los niños de 7 años y más recibirán una preparación 
 especial. (RCIA). Matrimonio, contactar con el Padre Blake 6 
 meses antes. 

 

Plática Pre-Bautismal: Lunes 09 de Setiembre, 730pm en el    
     Centro Parroquial (San Juan, Clarion).  

 
EDUCACIÓN RELIGIOSA 

Padres y tutores de los niños y jóvenes de nuestras parroquias, 
los estamos invitando a inscribir a sus niños, desde Kínder hasta 
el grado 12, para las Clases de Religión. Pueden hacerlo antes   

del 04 de Setiembre que empiezan las clases, en sus respectivas 
parroquias o poniéndose en contacto con Gloria Kisor en el 

Centro Parroquial. Los jóvenes para el Sacramento de 
Confirmación y sus padres tienen una reunión el domingo 25 a las 

11.30am  en la Iglesia de Eagle Grov 

POR QUE ENCIENDEN VELAS LOS CATOLICOS. 
Una persona no puede rezar todo el tiempo. Encender una vela sirve 
para prolongar la oración más allá del tiempo. La vela permanece y 
simboliza nuestro deseo de que nuestra oración continúe. Cuando 

encendemos una vela en la Iglesia nuestras intenciones siguen 
presentes ante Dios aunque nos marchemos. 

                                                                                                                       

REFLEXION: Jesús, en el Evangelio de hoy nos dice: “Esfuércense 
 por entrar por la puerta, que es angosta…”. Los pastores 
 guardaban sus animales en el establo y los hacían entrar por la 
 puerta angosta para que no se les perdiera ninguno. Jesús utiliza 
 esta imagen para explicar a sus discípulos como han de entrar al 
 Reino de los cielos aquellos que han abierto sus corazones a 
 Dios; es decir, en orden, por la puerta angosta, dispuestos a 
 descansar juntos en los brazos delPastor. Allá irán, (al Reino de 
 los cielos) como proclamó siglos antes el profeta Isaías, habitantes 
 de todas las naciones que han demostrado su fidelidad al Señor 
 Dios de los ejércitos, al Único Dios y Soberano del mundo. Vemos 
 cómo las lecturas de hoy nos invitan a poner nuestra mirada en” la 
 nueva evangelización” que la Iglesia viene anunciando hace varias 
 décadas. En nuestras Iglesias se debe hacer un llamado a la 
 participación de todos los fieles. Así se pretende unir a los 
 miembros de la comunidad e invitarlos a participar en las 
 responsabilidades de la Iglesia mediante su servicio en ella; 
 como llevar el mensaje de Cristo a los que están alejados de la 
 Iglesia. Es importante el contacto personal que los fieles 
 puedan hacer en sus visitas en nombre del Señor y la Iglesia.       OREMOS 

 

Señor Jesús, por favor cuídame. 
Tú me conoces mejor de lo que yo me conozco. 
Hazme consciente de mis fuerzas y debilidades. 

Envíame al Espíritu Santo para que  
me des paz y visión para ver mi camino. 
Ayúdame a sobrellevar mis problemas 
Y seguirte siempre con gratitud y amor.         

Amén.  

MINISTERIO HISPANO 
XX1 Domingo Ordinario: 18 de Agosto  

Colecta: 11 de Agosto $185.00 
 

Inclina tu oído, Señor, y escúchame. Salva a tu  
siervo que confía en Ti. Ten piedad de , Dios mío,  

pues sin cesar te invoco.     

 

SAINT JOHN PARISH 
 Congratulations to Florine Swanson for being inducted to the 
  Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame. Established by the Iowa  
  Commission of the Status of Women (ICSW) in 1975, this honor 
  highlights women’s heritage while recognizing their   
  contributions. The Governor and ICSW welcomes four women 
  each year into the Hall of Fame.   
 

 St. John’s Altar Society will meet Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 7:00 to 
  plan for the Swiss Steak Dinner.  
 

 SACRED HEART PARISH 
 Are you missing a pan, container or bowl? We have several 
  that have been left unclaimed in the parish kitchen. Please 
  stop by and claim your items as soon as possible. Thank  
  you. 

PRAYER CORNER: Please remember in your prayers   
 the following  individuals in need of healing:  
 

Bob Bartlett, Jim Madson, Jean Menke
 

 Names are included in the bulletin for four weeks then  
 removed. To add a name or renew requests contact the  

 Cluster Office. Only requests from the individual or family    
 accepted. 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of  
Susie Russell Long who returned to the arms of 

our Lord on August 14. 
May her soul and those of the faithful 

departed rest in peace. 

The Sanctuary Light at St. Francis Xavier burns this week 
in memory of Lee Smith. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

NEWS 

 
With gift cards from over 750 top 
brands to choose from, you can do 
all of your shopping while raising 
funds for our Youth Faith Formation 
program! Helpers are available selling 
cards after Masses in English the first 
and third weekend of the month. You 
can also order online by visiting 
www.shopwithscrip.com and using 
the code AA8356BD6L651.  

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS 
 

Beauty Alive: On Fire! 
We want to hear from women throughout the  

Archdiocese of Dubuque who are living their faith 
fearlessly and compassionately. We want to be  

inspired by women, young and old, who are on fire 
for Jesus in their homes, churches, and communities. 

Check out the locations/dates for a site you can  
attend. All locations: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

· Sept. 16, Clear Lake, St. Patrick 
· Sept. 17, Iowa Falls, St. Mark 
· Sept. 23, Marshalltown, St. Mary 
· Sept. 24, Cedar Rapids, St. Pius X 
· Sept. 26, Decorah, St. Benedict 
· Sept. 30, Jesup, St. Athanasius 
· Oct. 3, Peosta, St. John the Baptist 
 

Registration is appreciated, but not required:  
https://www.dbqarch.org/?s=Beauty+Alive 

 

 

 
CATECHIST IN-SERVICE: Wednesday, August 28, 7 

pm at St. John Parish. It is important that Catechists 
for the 2019/2020 school year attend this in-service. 
Important information and forms will be provided at 
this time. If you are unable to attend, please con-

tact Gloria Kisor as soon as possible.  
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION CLASS SCHEDULE: Wednesdays starting September 4 
6:30 pm all grades at Sacred Heart and St. John 

6 pm grades Kindergarten through 5th & 7:30 pm grades 6 through 12 at St. Francis Xavier 

CLASSES START  
SEPTEMBER 4! 

Registration forms are  
available in the entry of 

each parish and by  
contacting  Gloria Kisor 

at 515-532-3586. 

A HUGE thank you to all the generous donors who 
gave items for the National Catholic Youth  

Conference Garage Sales at St. John,  
Sacred Heart, and St. Francis Xavier. The money 
raised from the sales will go directly to help send 
the youth of our parish who assisted with the sale 
to attend the NCYC conference this November. 
Thank you to the many volunteers who came to 
help set up and take down the sales and those 

who assisted on the day of the sale. Your  
commitment and combined efforts helped  

make the sale a success. We raised $1,251.50! 



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
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CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
 

Question: In some passages of the Bible, Jesus makes it 
 sound like only a few people will be saved. But we 
 talk about hoping for everyone's salvation. So which 
 one is it - will many or few people be saved? 
 
Answer: Salvation is a mystery of God's grace. St. Paul 
 encourages us to offer prayers for everyone. He calls 
 it "good and pleasing to God" because God Himself 
 "wills everyone to be saved" (c.f. 1 Tm 2:1-4). The  
 redemption that Jesus offers is held out to all of us. His 
 sacrifice on the cross was already for everyone. Now 
 it is a matter of if and how we accept that salvation 
 in our own lives. 
  Here on earth, we can't possibly know the exact 
 number of people who will be in heaven. When we 
 hear words like "many" and "few," we tend to think of 
 them in quantitative terms. Four wine glasses for six 
 guests is too few. Three slices of cake for one person 
 is too many. For God, however, "many" and "few" are 
 qualitative terms. Imagine for a moment that nearly 
 every human person is in heaven and only a handful 
 had, by their actions on earth, separated themselves 
 from God. For a God who infinitely loves, even one 
 person spending eternity apart from Him is too many! 
 
 

“We must come to God together...  
what would God say to us if some of us were to  

return without the others?” ~ Charles Peguy   

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CLUSTER HAITI CONTRIBUTION  
TOTALS FOR JULY 2019:  

Haiti Fund: $3593.00 

SACRED HEART PARISH ST. JOHN PARISH ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH 
Needed Monthly: $11,050.00 

 

Adult Budget: $8,385.00 
Offertory: $470.00 
Total Adult Budget & Offertory: $8,855.00 

(3% to Social Justice: $265.65) 
Youth Budget: $34.11 
General Parish Repair: $437.00 
Renovation Fund: $750.00 
Mass Intentions: $30.00 
Candles: $88.00 

Needed Monthly: $15,167.00 
 

Adult Budget: $16,220.54 
Offertory: $182.00 
Total Adult Budget & Offertory: $16,402.54 

(3% to Social Justice: $492.08) 
Youth Budget: $19.75 
Mass in Spanish: $1,307.00 
General Parish Repair: $625.00 
Holy Days: $100.00                 
Christmas: $500.00 
Elevator Fund: $10,420.00      
Hall Rent: $75.00 
Hispanic Subsidy: $416.66      
Candles: $76.00 
Mass Intentions: $5.00 
      

Needed Monthly: $11,484.00 
 

Adult Budget: $10,562.67 
Offertory: $287.00 
Total Adult Budget & Offertory:  $10,849.67 

(3% to Social Justice: $325.49) 
Youth Budget: $17.75 
General Parish Repair: $70.00 
Initial Offering: $5.00 
Donation: $200.00 
Mass Intentions: $70.00 
Sit & Chat: $131.00      
July 4th Supper: $1,388.00 
Funeral: $100.00          
Reimbursement: $301.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 2019 
Electronic Fund Transfers and Online Giving are included in the totals.  Please note, that only those contributions that stay in  

the parishes are reported here. Contributions to the other funds that are outside of the parish will appear on a separate  
*/report inserted regularly. You may also contact the Cluster office for a more detailed list of fund contribution totals. 

FORMED: THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND          
Log in by visiting https://formed.org.  

Check out these great titles this week!   
“Catholic Heroes of Faith: The Story of St. Augustine”,  

“The Four Levels of Happiness”, 
and for kids “Brother Francis: Let’s Pray”  

SHELTER THE HOMELESS  
DONATION DRIVE:  

This is the last week to donate! 
Help us help the Beacon of Hope 

Men’s Shelter and Lotus Community 
Project shelter for  women &  

children! As part of the July/August 
Works of Mercy Project, the Cluster Social Justice  

Committee is collecting paper products and monetary 
donations to give to the shelter. Needed items include 
toilet paper, paper plates, napkins, cups, and paper 

towels as well as monetary donations for the purchase 
of SCRIP cards to give to the shelter to fill other item 
needs. Tubs are located at each of the parishes for 

item donations. For monetary donations, make checks 
out to Holy Family Cluster with the memo  

“Shelter the Homeless Project.”  
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SH: Sacred Heart, SJ: St. John, SFX: St. Francis Xavier 
Sunday, August 25: Cluster Confirmation Meeting for Parents &  
           Candidates (11:30 am @ SH) 
Wednesday, August 28: Cluster Catechist In-service (7 pm @ SJ) 
Thursday, August 29: Early submission deadline for Sept. 8 bulletin 
 (9 am) 
 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE MINISTRY SCHEDULE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

SH: Sacred Heart, SJ: St. John, SFX: St. Francis Xavier 
 

. 
 

Saturday, August 24: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 3:40 pm Rosary (SFX) 
 4:00 pm Mass (SFX): † Lee Smith  
 8:00 pm Mass in Spanish (SJ): † All Souls in Purgatory 
 

Sunday, August 25: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:40 am Rosary (SJ) 
 8:00 am Mass (SJ): † Leona Studer 
 10:10 am Rosary (SH)  
 10:30 am Mass (SH): † Dick Sadler 
 

Monday, August 26: Weekday 
 8:15 am Rosary (SFX) 
 

Tuesday, August 27: St. Monica 
 8:00 am Morning Prayer (SFX) 
 10 am Care Center Mass (Eagle Grove): † Myrtle Thielen 
 5:00 pm Evening Prayer (SFX) 
 

Wednesday, August 28: St. Augustine 
 7:40 am Rosary (SFX) 
 8:00 am Mass (SFX): † Virginia Barrett 
 

Thursday, August 29: Passion of St. John the Baptist 
 8:00 am Mass (SH): † Richard Nicoletti 
 

Friday, August 30: Weekday 
 7:40 am Rosary for the Sick (SJ) 
 8:00 am Mass (SJ): † Francis & Alice Trausch 
 

Saturday, August 31: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 3:40 pm Rosary (SFX) 
 4:00 pm Mass (SFX): † Gene & Dorothy Griffen 
 8:00 pm Mass in Spanish (SJ):  
 

Sunday, September 1: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:40 am Rosary (SJ) 
 8:00 am Mass (SJ): † Loretta Rafferty, Helen Reid &  
  Arlene Pevestorf 
 10:10 am Rosary (SH)  
 10:30 am Mass (SH): † Hugh Matern 
 

 

St. John Parish: Sunday, September 1 ~ 8 am Mass  
 Lector: Becky Bradburn 
 Ministers: Pam Whitters, Karen Newman, Bobbie Tillman 
 Usher/Greeters: Tim & Amanda Carpenter, Owen Tew,  
  Jaxon Carpenter 
 Altar Servers: Joe Bradburn, Huxley Lingenfelter 
 Music: Monte Leichsenring, Jo Ann Kramer 
 Rosary Leader: Colette Johnson 
 Care Center Minister (Week of August 25): Ron Swanson  
 Homebound Minister (Week of August 25): Florine Swanson 
 

Sacred Heart Parish: Sunday, September 1 ~ 10:30 am Mass  
 Lector: Amaya Das 
 Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Govern, Connie Wilson,  
  Marlena Fisher  
 Ushers/Greeters: Mickey Cooper 
 Altar Servers: Kearsyn Tolbert, Jo Jo Zigrang  
 Rosary Leader: Alice Harmeyer 
 Sacristan (September): Joe & Marlena Fisher 
 Care Center Minister (Week of Sept. 1): Cindy Anderson  
 Homebound Minister (Week of Sept. 1): Mary Lindstrom  
  

St. Francis Xavier Parish: Saturday, August 31 ~ 4 pm Mass  
 Lector: Brad Robson 
 Eucharistic Ministers: Bernie Barrett, Carol Bailey, Dick McMahon, 
  Mary Ann Spitler 
 Ushers: Mike & Dianne McLaughlin, Mike & Sue Sinnwell 
 Altar Servers: Taylor & Tristan McVey, Lila Swenson 
 Rosary Leader: Carol Bailey 
 Sacristan (September): Earl Kalkwarf 
 Care Center & Homebound Ministers: Veronica Benetti,  
  Mary Ann Lohse 
 Weekday Lector (Wednesday, August 28): Mary Ann Spitler 

Due to Labor Day all  
submission for the  

September 8th bulletin 
must be received in the 

Cluster office by 9 am on 
Thursday, August 29. 

Tuesday, August 27 
Memorial of St. Monica 

 

Morning Prayer 8 AM 
Evening Prayer  5 PM 
 
St. Francis Xavier Parish 


