
February 20-21, 2021       FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

ST. MARY’S MISSION STATEMENT 
“Our vision is to see Christ in others and to treat 
others as Christ, because this is what we believe.” 
As a Catholic community, we gather and celebrate 
the presence of Christ in sacrifice and sacrament.  
“Our mission is to support our community by 
mee"ng the spiritual, faith forma"on and other 
needs of our parishioners.” 

PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Lazarus Kirigia, Pastor of Red Oak & Imogene   
Parish Office:  712-623-2744 
Cell:  515-770-9064 
Email:  kirigia32@hotmail.com  
Jean Anderson, Secretary, 
 stmarysrosecretary@gmail.com 
Peyton Honeyman, Bookkeeper 
 stmarysrobookkeeper@gmail.com 
Virginia Bueno, Hispanic Coordinator 
 stmarysrohispanic@gmail.com 
Alan Vonnahme, DRE 
 stmarysrodre@gmail.com  
 

St. Mary’s Parish Website: 
www.stmarysredoak.com 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Closed 
Jean -Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m..  
Peyton-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  
Please call the office or Fr. Lazarus prior to visiting 
the staff so we may assist you best. 

 

PARISH LEADERSHIP 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
 Tom Stamets 712-789-0591 
 Connie Sampers 623-2369 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 Charla Schmid (Secretary) 623-4675 
 Joe Nealon 623-9642 
 Matt Ross 623-8956 
 Jeff Grebin, Chair (Social Justice) 621-6954 
 Nancy Nealon (Arts & Environment) 623-9642 
 Charla Schmid (Music & Liturgy) 623-4675 
 Mike Connolly (Property & Grounds) 623-1020 
 Ken Podliska (Property & Grounds) 623-3622 
 Kerry & Elaine Carlson (Stewardship) 623-4122 
 Pat Jensen (Health & Wellness)  712-370-2511 

 

Nancy Nealon: Coordinator, Saturday Mass 
Tim Schmid: Coordinator, Sunday AM Mass 
David Bueno: Coordinator, Spanish Mass 
Kim Roberts: Coordinator, RCIA 

Vocations: www.vocationsonline.com  

Des Moines Diocese Info: www.dmdiocese.org 
Catholic Charities: www.CatholicCharitiesDM.org 

515-244-3761 

Welcome! It is our hope that you feel at home and 
among friends here. If you are a  
visitor for the day, we pray God’s blessings on your jour-
ney.  If you are looking for a parish community, we would 
be delighted to welcome you into our parish family. 
Please join us at the beginning of each mass before the 
opening song to pray three “Hail Mary’s” and a “Glory 
Be” to end abor!on in our country.  
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Musings From The Pastor. 
We began our Lenten journey on Ash 
Wednesday. To travel that journey we have 
forty days - in honor Jesus' days in the desert. 
In the desert (as we hear today) Jesus 
experiences two extremes: on the one hand, 

wild beasts; on the other hand, angels minister to him.  
 I would like to say something about wild animals. We 
have to understand them before we can appreciate the ministry 
of angels.  
 Wild beasts represent the fragility of our lives. We 
have bodies like the other animals and at any moment we could 
come to a violent end - an earthquake, a fire or some 
catastrophe, like the flood in the first reading. Or it could be 
something more common: a car crash or a vessel bursting in 
the brain...we could even be attacked by a wild animal, 
including the human kind.  
 Not only do wild beasts represent the dangers that 
surround us, but also dangers within. We humans sometimes 
act like animals. We have popular stories about humans turning 
into animals - such as the werewolf. I remember a movie called, 
"I Was a Teenage Werewolf." Well, the girls did accuse us of 
beings wolves - and other less attractive animals. Sometimes it 
does seem like we are in danger of turning into beasts - or 
worse.  
 All of us can acknowledge that we have an animal 
side, but here's the question: Is that all we are? Many people 
say that humans are just animals and that animals are just 
complex chemical reactions - and that everything comes down 
to tiny particles in motion. That viewpoint is called materialism 
or naturalism or atheism.  
 But as C.S. Lewis pointed out, atheism is "a boy's 
philosophy." It is attractive because it seems to relieve a person 
from restraint and guilt. Naturalism says that you and I simply 
act on impulses like animals do - and no one blames animals 
for the way they act.  
 It's tempting to say everything is relative, that there's 
no right and wrong, yet it only goes so far. I heard about a guy 
standing in line at a coffee shop. He wore a T-shirt that said 
"No Rules." Another guy steps in ahead of him. You can 
imagine the reaction. "Hey, who do you think you are? I was 
here first." All of a sudden, fair play, right and wrong, do matter.  
 As C.S. Lewis observed, we human beings not only 
fight like animals - we quarrel. "Quarreling," he says, "means 
trying to show that the other man is in the wrong. And there 
would be no sense in trying to do that unless you and he had 
some sort of agreement as to what Right and Wrong are."  
 I encourage you to read Lewis' Mere Christianity for a 
fuller argument on why materialism explains many things, but 
does not explain everything: That, in addition to the natural 
realm, a spiritual or supernatural realm exists. 
 In this Sunday's Gospel we see a supernatural realm - 
the ministry of angels. Angels are pure spirits. The Bible depicts 
them as winged creatures because they move as fast as 
thought. And like thought, they have the power to make things 
happen.  

 If Jesus - in his humanity - needs the ministry of angels, 
how much more do you and I need it? The ministry of angels 
helps us have a new mind. You see, we are connected not just to 
the animal world, but to a realm of superior beings - the angels 
and God himself. If we only focus on our animal side, it's easy to 
despair.  
 Some have become convinced that when their body 
breaks down, they should just end it all. In some places; you can 
ask a doctor to prescribe a cocktail of deadly drugs. Jesus has a 
word for us, "Repent."  Repentance is the refusal to despair. We 
do have good help - the ministry of angels. God has given each of 
us a guardian angel and we can call on St. Michael in the spiritual 
battle.  
 The ministry of angels can help a person have a new 
mind and heart. For sure, we live among wild beasts and 
sometimes are tempted to think of ourselves as one more animal. 
Lent calls us to lift up our heads, to recognize beings greater than 
us, to accept the ministry of angels. And to hear Jesus' word, 
"Repent." Refuse to despair. "Repent and believe the Gospel."  
Have a Blessed Lenten Season, Fr. Lazarus Kirigia. 

 THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION OF SWIOWA 
The Benefits of Giving. The Catholic Foundation of Southwest 
Iowa is offering multiple webinars on how to give and the benefits 
you can receive. Go to CatholicFoundationIowa.org/webinars to 
register. No time? Check out their short videos that walk you 
through various philanthropic topics or meet with a representative 
one-on-one to talk about your options. 

HOLY HOUR 
At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, while much of the world 
was shut down, Pope Francis gave a transformative witness to the 
power of prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction in an ex-
traordinary blessing televised across the world. The strength of 
that call to have faith in the time of crisis was a sign of what a Eu-
charist-centered Church can offer the world. Bishop William Joen-
sen is encouraging us to renew our focus on the Eucharist. He will 
host a Holy Hour at St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines on 
Mondays from 5-6 p.m. You can watch it at Facebook.com/
dmdiocese. 

 CALL PUBLIC HEALTH FOR VACCINE 
If you are interested in getting the Covid-19 vaccine you should 
call Montgomery County Public Health at 712-623-4893.  This is 
only to get your name on a list so that they may call you when the 
shot is available for you. You will press option 1, then give your 
name, age, health circumstance and your phone number.  They 
check messages several times a day.  

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL UPDATE-1/23/2021  
 

Pledges     $  3,125.00 
Pledge Payments   $  3,125.00 
Pledge Balance               0.00 
Gifts     $23,566.00 
Parish ADA Goal   $28,121.00 

Current Amount Due   $  1,430.00 
                         

Expected Shortfall   $  1,430.00 
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Readings for the week of February 21, 2021 
Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 
1:12-15: St. Peter Damian 
Monday:  1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19; Chair 
of St. Peter 
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/Mt 
6:7-15; St. Polycarp 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk 
11:29-32; Blessed Luke Belludi 
Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
[3a]/Mt 7:7-12; Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio 
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-
26; St. Maria Bertilla 
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48; St. 
Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Next Sunday:  Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16-
17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10   

FAITH FORMATION  

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
We are having In-Person classes.  Please 
watch Facebook and Flocknote for 
information regarding classes, or any future 
Zooms.  Alan will continue to keep everyone 
updated on Facebook and Flocknote.  We 

will follow all Covid-19 protocols.   
 There are videos and schedules on the St. Mary's 
Faith Formation website giving information.  Join us at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/stmarysfaith if you have not done 
so.  Please sign up for Formed and YDisciple. The formed 
website is: www.formed.org.  
 We are trying to plan some fish frys for 
March 19 & 26, and are in need of some help and 
support.  Would you be interested in frying fish, 
cooking some of the food, and/or helping with 
getting them set up for pick-up? We will have a 
limited menu, and it will be pick up only, no dine-
in.  Please call Alan or the office if you are willing or able.  As 
always, many hands make light work! 
 Radix is our weekend away for high school seniors 
looking for a relaxing and prayerful weekend to contemplate 
how they’ll continue to root themselves in Christ after high 
school. All necessary COVID protocol will be followed during 
this retreat March 5-7 at the St Thomas More Center. Go to 
dmdiocese.org/Radix for details. 
Any questions call Alan @ 712-303-2680.  Blessings to all!    
Alan Vonnahme, St. Mary’s Catholic Church Director of 
Religious Education; stmarysrodre@gmail.com 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  
Consider Annual Support of Catholic Charities. Catholic 
Charities is in the middle of its annual appeal. Gifts help support 
every program administered by Catholic Charities, from feeding 
the hungry, counseling the afflicted and housing the homeless. 
Donate online at https://www.catholiccharitiesdm.org/donate-2/. 
Any questions regarding how to give, how to establish a 
monthly pledge, and more can be directed to Deb Powers at 
563-275-9643.  

ST.MARY’S CHURCH BULLETIN SPONSORS 
We continue to  thank all of our sponsors for their ad space.  As 
a reminder, we ask that all of our parishioners utilize these  
advertisers whenever possible.  Now more than ever, we need 
to continue to support our small businesses, and remember 
them in the future. 

CATHOLIC MIRROR ONLINE 
Get your copy of The Catholic Mirror online. Our monthly 
source of trustworthy news about the Catholic Church and our 
local faith communities is now available online. To get the new 
digital version of The Catholic Mirror, email 
communications@dmdiocese.org with your name and parish/
town, or go to www.dmdiocese.org/catholic-mirror/digital-
version. We’re committed to ensuring that every registered 
Catholic household gets The Catholic Mirror every month. Now 
you can choose to continue to receive the newspaper through 
the mail or get it online.  

YEAR OF ST. JOESPH NEW BOOK STUDY 
MEN AND WOMEN:  Please join us, starting this lent, as we study 
and explore the virtues of St. Joseph.  Husband of Mary, earthly 
father of Jesus.  There are individual daily readings (5-20 minutes) 
for 33 days.  We will have group meeting once a week to share 
reflections.  The books are $15/each.  Contact Tim Schmid at 712-
370-2664 if you are interested so that he may get the books or-
dered.   

CATHOLIC RADIO STATIONS  AVAILABLE  
Iowacatholicradio.com  Omaha Stations: 
Iowa Catholic Radio   Spiritcatholicradio.com 
1150 AM   Spirit 102.7 FM 
88.5 FM and 94.5 FM 



Saturday, February 20 
· 7:30 a.m. Holy Grounds 
· 5:00 p.m. Mass in Red Oak-Phyllis Boose+ 
Sunday, February 21 
· 8:30 a.m. Mass in Imogene 
· 10:30 a.m. Mass in Red Oak-Gena Portz+ 
· 5:30 p.m. AA Meeting  
Monday, February 22-Office Closed 
· 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
Tuesday, February 23 
· 8:30 a.m. Mass in Imogene 
· 7:00 p.m.  AA meeting 
Wednesday, February 24 
· 8:30 a.m. Mass in Red Oak-Members of the Parish 
· 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
· RCIA 
Thursday, February 25 
· 6:00 a.m. Adoration Begins 
· 5:15 p.m. Rosary 
· 6:00 p.m. Mass in Imogene 
· 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
· 8:00 p.m. Spanish Rosary 
Friday, February 26 
· 6:00 a.m. Adoration Ends 
· 8:30 a.m. Mass in Red Oak 
· 5:00 p.m.  AA Meeting 
Saturday, February 27 
· 7:30 a.m. Holy Grounds 
· 5:00 p.m. Mass in Imogene 
Sunday, February 28 
· 8:30 a.m. Mass in Imogene 
· 10:30 a.m. Mass in Red Oak-Ethan Kazmerzak+ 
· 5:30 p.m. AA Meeting  

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Saturday-February 27-No Mass 

 

Sunday-February 28 
Lector:  Joan Smith 
Altar Servers: Elly & Jameson McDonald 
Min. of Communion: Judy Podliska 
Homebound: Judy Podliska 
Greeter/Usher: Tim Schmid / Bill Drey / John McDonald 
Musician/Singers: Kimberly Vonnahme / Alan Vonnahme 
Sacristan: Kevin Naser 
Money Counters: Kim Robinson / Connie Sampers   

Update:  We do have equipment ordered so that we can 
stream mass from St. Mary’s Church.  We will let you know 
when it is set up and ready to go! 
 A ceremony honoring the Holy Eucharist is 
available on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. on Channel 6, 
WOW TV, Omaha.   

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule the Bap-
tism.  A class is required for first-time parents. 
RCIA: Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults 
who are interested in becoming Catholic, or in leaning 
about the faith.  Contact the Parish Office or Fr. Lazarus. 
CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office 
or Fr. Lazarus to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 
you would like a visit while in the hospital or Communion 
brought to your home. 
MARRIAGE: Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary ’s 
should contact Fr. Lazarus at least 6 months prior to the 
wedding to begin the preparation process. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Stations of the Cross will be held every Wednesday 
night at 7:00 p.m. during Lent.  Please join us! 
 

AA MEETINGS IN CHURCH HALL 
AA meetings are held in the Church Hall on Sundays, Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
Dan Bruning  Josh Watson 
Homebound Parishioners   Patricia Menendez 
Noe’ Sanchez Flores Len & Fran Ross 
Ken Steffen  Teresa Williams 
If you or someone you know would like to be on the prayer list, 
please call the office so that we may add their name in the bulletin 

RESOURCES FOR HISPANIC COMMUNITY 
If you have families that have lost their employment and their 
source of income and they need some assistance, they can 
call the 211 hotline, text your zip code to 898211, or visit 
www.211iowa.org 

HISPANIC MINISTRY-IOWA PBS 
Get health and safety news in Spanish during the COVID-19 cri-
sis through Iowa PBS.  Iowa PBS to offer Spanish language safe-
ty information amidst COVID-19 pandemic. 

IOWA LEGAL AID’S FARMWORKER POLICY 
There is Free Legal Services for Eligible Individuals/Servicios Le-
gales Gratuitos Para Personas Elegibles.  Call 1-800-532-1275 if 
interested. 
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Family Owned 
Corner of 34 & 48 
Red Oak, IA 51566

Phone: 712-623-5444 
E-mail: bob@swiatire.com

 
 

1605 Broadway, Red Oak
Please redeem this ad 

 for .20¢ Fuel Saver on $50.00  
or more purchase

LU# 95905

Scott & Jennifer Bruce
2005 Fernwood Ave.

(712) 623-9973
www.brucesupplies.com

Billings & Mensen
Brian S. MenSen 

ATTORNEY AT LAW

712-623-4844

111 E. REED ST. 
RED OAK, IA 51566

bmensen@iabar.org

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah
712.246.1311

Red Oak
712.623.6960

Essex
712.379.3111

www.bankiowa.bank  Member FDIC

Msgr. James J. Mackin, Council #9726 - 1510 Highland Ave., Red Oak IA 51566

DAVIS-TAYLOR

INSURANCE
204 E. Reed St. Red Oak

712-623-4813
Rick Taylor, President 

Nate Taylor, Sales Representative 
Ryan Beeson, Sales Representative

712-623-5521
Red Oak IA

PLUMBING • HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING • GEOTHERMAL

(712) 243-1535(712) 243-1535
www.camblingeothermal.net

Funeral | Cremation 
Pre Planning

509 N. 6th St.   712-623-2796

www.sldfuneralhome.com

Sellergren-Lindell-DeMarce 
Funeral Home

Plan for Peace of MindPlan for Peace of Mind

900 Senate Avenue  400 W Taylor 
Red Oak, IA 51566  Creston, IA 50801 
Tel: (712) 623-6383 Tel: (641) 782-5218

1211 2nd Street  1409 North Elm Street 
Perry IA 50220  Jefferson, IA 50129 
Tel: (515) 465-8808  Tel: (515) 386-4877

Jerry’s Red Oak Welding Supplies

We’ve got gas

All your welding gases and 
supplies, propane tanks 

filled and repairs.

202 2nd Ave. • Red Oak, IA

712.623.9705
roweldingsupplies@hotmail.com

Serving all of SWIA & NE Serving all of SWIA & NE 
Missouri for 15 yearsMissouri for 15 years 

712-623-8118
All your Tree Care Needs

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY

Vision Care for the Entire Family

1409 N. 2nd St • Red Oak

712-623-5551712-623-5551

Contact Mike Metivier to place an ad today! 
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632


