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Today we continue the "joyful expectation" of the birth of Christ in history, the present, and the future. Today we hear the words of John
the Baptist calling people of his time to repentance. Now, this baptism that John was calling people to is not the same baptism that we
Christians celebrate. However, John's baptism is at the root of our Christian baptism. John's baptism had its roots in the "oblation
washing" of the Jewish people before undertaking anything of great importance.
Christian baptism is a sacrament to wash away original sin so as to enter sinless into the Christian community. It is the one sacrament
that is celebrated by all Christians, even those Christians who are not in communion with Rome.
Johns enjoins us to "prepare the way of the Lord." His call is to be taken in the widest sense. This preparation is a personal preparation,
and is also a communal preparation. We are called to make sure we are ready to meet the Lord, and this means that we need to make a
difference in the world to make it better, to make it more peaceful, and to make it more just. We are called to protect each other's dignity
and share of our abundance with others so that each may live a life that is centered on helping others.
Prepare the way!

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday at St. Michael’s 4:30-5:10 p.m.; Sunday at St. John’s 7:50-8:15 a.m.; or by appointment.
Sacrament of Baptism: First-time parents are required to attend a baptism preparation class. Please contact Fr. Mark or
Deacon Tim Preister to arrange for the class and for the baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Archdiocesan policy requires a 8-12 month preparation. Please make arrangements by contacting
Fr. Mark.
Holy Communion for the Homebound: Communion is taken to the shut-ins at both parishes. Please contact Jodi Krohn in
Albion, 395-6094, or Kelly Starman in Petersburg, 386-5570, to get put on the list.
Sick Call: Please call Fr. Mark if you or someone in your family is sick or in the hospital and would like a visit.
Prayer Chain at St. Michael’s: Please call Nancy Morton, 395-6294, or Ellen Stuhr, 395-6302.
Prayer Chain at St. John’s: Please call Kathy Koch, 386-5481, or Kelly Starman, 386-5570.

FROM THE PASTOR
Another week and we arrive at the, 2nd Sunday of Advent, which gives us a few images to contemplate. The first
reading from the prophet Baruch informs the people returning from exile and entering Jerusalem to take off the
robe of mourning and misery and put on the splendor of glory from God. It is a hopeful message to the people,
who have endured persecution and trials. The second reading from St. Paul reminds the community to emulate the
power of God that shines brightly through human weakness and suffering. Our gospel passage from Luke
describes the entrance and preaching of John the Baptist, who hears the word of God and feels compelled to share
the message. John’s preaching echoes the prophetic tradition and calls people to move from sin to conversion for
everyone. John the Baptist is referred to “the voice crying out in the desert: Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.” In our age of technology, we can communicate without our voices, like through email,
Facebook, twitter, or texting, yet there are possibilities that we miss the actual tone of the message, which can
emphasize more of the human sentiment, like joy, fear, concern or even sorrow.
When John proclaims
repentance, he is very serious and wanting people to take his words to heart. His articulation of conversion
illustrates a soothing result or an example of healing that makes human relationships right—level with integrity
and justice. Then, the impact of change or the spiritual movement leads people to redemption. Here are a few
questions to ponder: Where are you in your relationship to Jesus—wondering, an exile or a disciple? Where do
you need to feel the power and free gift of grace to transform your life? Advent is the journey, so let us keep on
the right path that leads to our roads being made straight and rough ways made smooth.
Celebrate Reconciliation—the second graders will be celebrating their First Reconciliation on this Sunday,
December 9th and we will also have our Adult Penance Service for both parishes at 2 p.m. at St. Michael’s
Church. There will be a few other priests present to assist. Prepare for Christmas by celebrating God’s mercy
and grace!
Other Confession Times: Tuesdays, December 11 & 18, prior to evening Mass (5:45-6:15PM) and on
Saturday afternoons (4:00-5:15PM).

The deadline for turning in your Christmas flower memorials is December 16. Envelopes are provided in your
contribution packets.
Fr. Mark
One Church: Encountering Jesus, Equipping Disciples and Living Mercy

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Monday, December 10

NO MASS - (Pastor’s day off!)

Tuesday, December 11

(SM) 6:30 p.m.

† Joyce Sock

Wednesday, December 12

(SM) 8:10 a.m.
(SJ) 10:30a.m.

Dolores Schaefer
† Peggy Temme

Thursday, December 13

(SE) 9:30 a.m.
(WM) 10:30 a.m.

† Susan (Mrs. Bob) Hagemann
† Clarice Luettel

Friday, December 14

(SM) 8:00 a.m.

L & D members of Andrew Redler family

Saturday, December 15

(SM) 5:30 p.m.

Florence Streeter (in honor of 90th birthday)

Sunday, December 16

(SJ) 8:30 a.m.
(SM) 10:00 a.m.

† Vincent Vacha
Parishioners of St. Michael’s & St. John’s

Please note place designations: (SM) = St. Michael’s in Albion, (SJ) = St. John’s in Petersburg,
(SE) = Samaritan Estates Assisted Living in Albion, (WM) = Wolf Memorial in Albion

St. Michael’s Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Altar Servers
Sat., Dec. 15
Sun., Dec. 16

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion
Makayla & Miranda McGill
Harrison & Grant Kuta

Sat., Dec. 15
Sun., Dec. 16

Steve Johnson, Rusty Bruland, Brian Liss
Dave Camp, Dave Weidner, Jim Carder

Music

Mary Dozler
Hilary Maricle

Collection Recorders

Ushers
Sat., Dec. 15
Sun., Dec. 16

Lectors
Sat., Dec. 15
Sun., Dec. 16

Sat., Dec. 15
Sun., Dec. 16

Sun., Dec. 16

Jack & Bev Dailey, Joel Travis
Dave Camp, Todd & Lynette Kramer*
Assisted Living: Jo Ann Ward

Jill Nore
CYO Choir

Steve Slizoski & Andy Roberts

This Week at St. Michael’s:
Sun., Dec. 9
Tues., Dec. 11
Wed., Dec. 12

*Advent Penance Service/1st Reconciliation 2 p.m.
*KC’s meeting 7:30 p.m.
*Christmas Caroling/Chili Supper, meet at Wolf
Home at 6 p.m., 7 p.m. chili in church basement
*PRE
Thurs., Dec. 13 *RCIA 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 16
*CYO Choir practice 9:15 a.m.
*Adult Choir practice after Mass

Christmas Caroling/
Chili Supper
Wednesday, December 12
Meet at the Wolf Home at 6 p.m.
Chili served in the church basement
at 7 p.m.
Please bring cookies/dessert to
share.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
This Week at St. Michael’s School:
Wed., Dec. 12

*Mass at 8:10 a.m. planned by 3rd grade

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Dec. 12
Dec. 19

*Regular class K-8
*K-8 caroling at Wolf Home (meet at Wolf Home)
*Regular class 9-12

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
Deloris Rutten, Bev Fajman, Connie Miller, Bridget Martin Crowell,
Betty Mannlein, Cherie Reinhart
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this bulletin list,
please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or jlporter@archomaha.org.)

St. Michael’s Parish family would like to congratulate Curtis &
Macayla Pribnow on their recent marriage. May God bless them with
many happy, healthy years together!

Volunteer Needed For Wednesday Adoration
We are in need of someone to fill the 10-11 a.m. time slot.
Please contact Mary Preister, 395-6440, to volunteer.

Christmas Eve Adult Choir
Everyone is invited to join the choir that will be singing at
Midnight Mass. Practices will be held on:
Sunday, December 9 at 11 a.m.
Sunday, December 16 at 11 a.m.
Friday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Questions should be directed to Jill Nore, 395-1646.

Regular Collection December 2, 2018
Envelopes
$3,720.00
Children
23.50
Plate
321.50
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$4,065.00
St. Michael’s Parish family extends their sympathy to the
family of Don Rutten, whose funeral was celebrated on
November 30. May the Perpetual Light shine upon him!
As winter quickly approaches, the Maintenance Committee
would like to ask everyone to keep in mind the need for snow
removal for the church, rectory and school. All snow removal
is done on a volunteer basis and more volunteers are needed
to help keep our sidewalks and parking areas free of snow
and ice.
THANKS to the group that cleaned the church this past
Monday evening. Your hard work is greatly appreciated!
Thank you to everyone who supported St. Michael’s
School’s playground updates through the Boone County Big
Give and to all those who came to our Pizza & Pitch for the
Playground!
St. Michael’s liturgical ministers are invited to take a list of
assignments that have been made for 12/22/18 - 1/13/19.
Copies of the list are in the back of church. If you are unable
to fulfill your duties, please find a replacement!

St. John the Baptist Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion

Altar Servers
Sun., Dec. 16

James Fogleman & Matthew Starman

Sun., Dec. 16

Gene & Devin Knust

Music

Ushers
Sun., Dec. 16

Sun., Dec. 16

Lectors
Sun., Dec. 16

Jayne Prince

Jane Thieman & Kyle Schumacher
Homebound: Kelly Starman

Guitar Group

Collection Recorders
Sun., Dec. 16

Don Seier & Carol Luettel

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern
what is of value. . .” Philippians 1:9-10
Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values and distort our needs and wants. It is important that during this season of
endless buying we remember that each of us also has the need to give back to God and to those that are in need.

This Week at St. John’s:
Sun., Dec. 9
Wed., Dec. 12

*Advent Penance Service/1st Reconciliation, 2 p.m.,
St. Michael’s Church
*PRE

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Dec. 12
Dec. 19

*Regular class K-8
*K-8 caroling at Wolf Home (meet at Wolf Home)
*Regular class 9-12

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this
bulletin list, please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or
jlporter@archomaha.org.)

St. John’s Altar Society is looking for Circle Leaders &
Officers for 2019

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Regular Collection December 2, 2018
Envelopes
$1,305.00
Children
4.00
Plate
224.00
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$1,533.00
In hopes of helping you plan ahead, as December can be a
busy time of year, I have prepared liturgy assignments
through January 13. If you are unable to fulfill your duties,
please ask to trade with someone. Copies are available on
blue paper in the back of church. Jaci

Next Parish Council Meeting
January 10
7:00 p.m. at Werner Hall

Please contact any circle leader or officer to volunteer. Thank you!
Circle A: Karen Scholl, 386-5280; Jane Thieman, 386-5498
Circle B: Jeanne Stokes, 386-5484; Barb Hanson, 402-276-7017
Circle C: Teresa Heying, 386-5318; Sandy Zabka, 843-8404
Vice President—Karen Schmitz, 386-5392
Secretary—Ev Stokes, 402-860-0218

Notices must be submitted to St. Michael’s Parish Office by
Monday at noon. Written notices can be left off at the office
or you can email jlporter@archomaha.org.

Snow Removal Schedule

All Werner Hall events need to be scheduled through Jaci
Hoefer - including all funeral events, receptions, and
showers. Please call Jaci at 386-5580 or 843-8438.

We appreciate the volunteer help in the past, and especially last week,
in getting the snow cleared. To help avoid situations where too many
people show up, or worse, not enough show up to clear the sidewalks
and parking lots, we’re going to try a rotation this year. Minimally, we
need the areas cleared for Sunday and Wednesday Masses, but also
keep in mind that Werner Hall has traffic throughout the week,
particularly Tuesday quilting and the occasional funeral lunch, etc.
December - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall
January - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
February - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall
March - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
April - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall

Bulletin Deadline

2019 Once A Month Tickets For Sale!
We are in the final few weeks of ticket sales! Tickets are $50
and can be purchased from any Parish Council or Finance
Committee member: Bob Heying, Randy Ketteler, Carol
Luettel, Larry Pelster, Dave Pieke, Helen Preusser, Jayne
Prince, Keith Schumacher, Delbert Seier, Don Seier, Clyde
Stuhr, or Samantha Temme.
Thank you for your support of St. John’s Parish! Money
raised from this annual fundraiser goes toward expenses of
our parish.

Warm Up Winter

Christmas On The Hill

Help Spirit Catholic Radio 88.3 bring warmth to people across northeast
Nebraska by donating new coats, boots, socks, gloves/mittens, & hats
for kids and adults by Dec. 28. Drop off at Lou’s Thrifty Way, Norfolk.

November 25 - December 9
St. Benedict Center, Schuyler
Mon.-Fri. 2:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
A great variety of crafts and gifts made by area artists will
be on sale.
The Book & Gift Store will be open Mon.-Fri. from
10 a.m.– 4 p.m.; Sat. from 9:30-10:45 a.m. and 1-4 p.m.;
Sun. from 1-3 p.m.
Also view the unique display of nativity scenes from around
the world! Admission is free!

Immaculee Ilibagiza Retreat
March 22-23, 2019
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, West Point, NE
Immaculee Ilibagiza, a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan genocide and
author of the book, “Left to Tell,” will bring her message of forgiveness,
healing, and hope to all who attend. Cost is $57 for one/$76 for two.
For details, tickets, and registration, visit www.immaculee.com, or
contact RaNae O’Brien at ranaeobrien1@gmail.com

Programs at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler
Men’s Retreat - “The Gospel is Explosive!”
A saint is a person who feels drawn to God with ever greater intensity.
We are all saints in the making, and our witness of faith, rooted in our
baptism, must inspire others. The true Gospel is a volatile gift, making
our mediocrity explode into bits of rubble. A team of consecrated and
lay men lead this retreat. January 18-20. Fee is $60. Room & board
available.
Discernment Retreat for Women - “Which Way Do I Go?”
Looking for direction in life, future direction advice, decision to mull
over, etc.? This retreat will offer assistance, direction, time to share and
learn the ways and means of making holy choices in your life. Learn to
be a sower of hope for others and how to use the tools of discernment
that assist us in staying deeply united with the Lord and with others.
February 1-3. Fee is $60. Room & board available.
To register for an event, please call the St. Benedict Center,
402-352-8819, or go to their web site, www.StBenedictCenter.com.

Pope John Senior Breakfast
Sunday, December 9
9:00 a.m.—12 p.m.
St. Boniface Gym, Elgin
Serving pancakes, french toast, sausage, fruit, & rolls for a
free-will donation.
Everyone is invited!

St. Michael’s Christmas Caroling/Soup Supper
Wednesday, December 12
Meet at the Wolf Home at 6:00 p.m. to
carol there and at then at the
assisted living.
Gather back at the church basement at 7:00 p.m. for a soup
supper hosted by the Family Life Committee.
Please bring goodies/dessert to share! Everyone is invited!

Registration begins in January for. .

“ArchOmaha Unite”

“Christmas Is Here Again”

June 8, 2019
An extraordinary event that promises to ignite the faith of Catholics in
the archdiocese and celebrate our unified faith as One Church!
More information will be coming, but you won’t want to miss this
day-long event in Omaha full of fun & faith!

St. Boniface & Pope John Christmas Concert
Tuesday, December 18
7:00 p.m.
Preschool - high school, vocal & instrumental performances

Support Our Catholic Kids
SCRIP is a great way to help SOCKS at the places you normally shop.
You purchase gift cards at face value and get to spend the entire face
value - our program receives profit back from the store. Gift cards/
certificates are available to order at any time. Forms are available at the
school office. You can also go to: www.ShopWithScrip.com and see a
full listing of available stores if you click on “Retailers” and then
“Alphabetical List.” Email your order to our SOCKS team at:
stmscrip23@gmail.com or call or text your order to Janelle Erickson,
our SCRIP coordinator at 402-937-5233. If you fill out an order form,
please turn the completed form and your check in to St. Michael’s
School office. SOCKS has the potential to make 2 - 14% back on your
purchase of gift cards.
Grocery certificates for Gragert’s and Thriftyway are available at the
school office and from Janelle Erickson. SOCKS receives 5% back from
all grocery certificates purchased.

St. Michael’s School’s
Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 19
7:00 p.m.
St. Michael’s Church
Enjoy the K-2 musical revue, “The Signs
of Christmas,”
3-8 musical play, “The Christmas Carol
Special Report,”
along with grades 5/6 & 7/8 bands.
Refreshments in the church basement
following & cookie plates for sale!
Everyone is invited!

Readings for the week of December 9, 2018
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

