St. Michael’s &
St. John the Baptist
St. Michael’s Parish

St. John’s Parish

524 W. Church Street
Albion, NE 68620

201 N. 4th Street
Petersburg, NE 68652

January 6, 2019

St. Michael’s
Fr. Mark Tomasiewicz, Pastor
Rectory: 402-395-2393
Jeni Porter, Business Manager
Parish Office: 402-395-2332
Email: jlporter@archomaha.org
Deacon Tim Preister 395-6440
Deacon James Schindel 386-5212
Deacon Paul Weeder 395-6105
Lisa Wagner, Director of Religious Ed
Cell phone: 308-750-0423
Kathy Salber, School Office Manager
Lisa Schumacher, Principal
School Office: 402-395-2926
Parish web site: stmichaelalbion.com

St. John’s
Fr. Mark Tomasiewicz, Pastor
St. Michael’s rectory: 402-395-2393
Jaci Hoefer, Business Manager
Parish Office: 402-386-5580
Email: jhoefer@archomaha.org
Deacon John Starman 386-5570
To rent St. John’s rectory contact:
Mary Lu Larson, 843-8420
Jacque Luettel, 843-8974

To rent Werner Hall contact:
Jaci Hoefer, 386-5580
To schedule Masses at either parish:
Kelly Starman, 386-5570 or
kelly_starman@yahoo.com

"The Story of the Other Wise Man" by Henry Van Dyke was first published in 1895. It tells the fictional story of Artaban, a fourth wise
man who began a journey to visit Jesus, the newborn King. Unlike his fellow Magi, he failed to make it there for the birth of Jesus
because he kept pausing to help various people in need. In fact, it took him about 33 years of searching before his quest comes to an
abrupt end when he is hit in the head with a falling roof shingle. His final breath takes place in Jerusalem near the place where Jesus is
being crucified. As he lies dying, he hears the voice of Jesus telling him that the gifts he has given all along the way to "the least of
these" he has actually given to Jesus himself.
If you have never read this story or seen the made-for-television movie based on the tale, you really should seek it out. It is a story that
reminds us of a profound truth: Jesus himself rests in the lives of all those around us in need. In the story, it was the wise man's constant
response to a stewardship call that prevented him from getting where he wanted to go. In the end, where he needed to go was more
significant than where he thought he should go.
If we live lives of generosity and graciousness, we may find ourselves on constant detours from the road on which we are traveling. It is
in the detours and the unexpected circumstances of our journey that often times we find our true purpose in life. We think God is
somewhere we must travel to, when in reality, God is closer than we think in the least likely of places.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday at St. Michael’s 4:30-5:10 p.m.; Sunday at St. John’s 7:50-8:15 a.m.; or by appointment.
Sacrament of Baptism: First-time parents are required to attend a baptism preparation class. Please contact Fr. Mark or
Deacon Tim Preister to arrange for the class and for the baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Archdiocesan policy requires a 8-12 month preparation. Please make arrangements by contacting
Fr. Mark.
Holy Communion for the Homebound: Communion is taken to the shut-ins at both parishes. Please contact Jodi Krohn in
Albion, 395-6094, or Kelly Starman in Petersburg, 386-5570, to get put on the list.
Sick Call: Please call Fr. Mark if you or someone in your family is sick or in the hospital and would like a visit.
Prayer Chain at St. Michael’s: Please call Nancy Morton, 395-6294, or Ellen Stuhr, 395-6302.
Prayer Chain at St. John’s: Please call Kathy Koch, 386-5481, or Kelly Starman, 386-5570.

FROM THE PASTOR
Following Christmas, I received a few more cards and greetings. With joy and hope, we have the pleasure of celebrating Christmas for more than just a day, as find ourselves honoring the Epiphany of the Lord. In some cultures,
it is the traditional day to give and receive gifts, imitating the foreigners who brought gifts to Jesus, the newborn
Son of God and King of Kings. Epiphany, (which means “manifestation”) communicates to the world that Jesus’
mission is for all mankind, and God the Father tells the world that Jesus’ salvific message is for both Jew and
Gentile. Simply, God’s love and compassion do not discriminate. As we ponder the Scriptures for this feast, they
stress light, adoration and the revelation of God’s long-kept secret of redemption for humanity. We recall how the
star guides the magi who arrived from the east, seeking the “newborn king.” The shocking reaction of King Herod
reveals the ugly side of humanity, for he was irritated, jealous and suspicious about this child Jesus, whom foreigners came to visit. Having different intentions, he cleverly sent and used the magi to find out more about Jesus
and to discover if he was truly in Bethlehem. Following careful instructions, the magi went and found the infant
Jesus along with his parents, and they were overwhelmed by the experience as they humbly paid homage and adoration. They brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, which symbolically explain what Jesus would do to
save humanity. In the end, the magi never return to Herod, as they depart in another direction for their country.
Their holy and blessed experience or “God moment” of being with Jesus led them to be transformed. The tremendous impact of Jesus teaches us how the simple foreigners accepted the Master of life, the Messiah, while the Jews
for whom he was promised, did not. Epiphany challenges us that as Christ’s followers, we too may have miles yet
to go to manifest God’s compassion to those who live around us. We are invited to be light bearers of Christ’s
light and allow his wisdom and grace to penetrate the darkness of our world.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Thanks for your generous support to the parishes at Christmas! I also applaud the efforts of many
volunteers, (liturgical ministers, servers, ushers, singers, choirs, musicians and those who decorated
our churches) from both parishes who assisted to prepare and celebrate Christmas. I am truly grateful for your prayers, cards, gifts and ways of kindness. May God Bless you!

Fr. Mark
One Church: Encountering Jesus, Equipping Disciples and Living Mercy

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Monday, January 7

NO MASS - (Pastor’s day off!)

Tuesday, January 8

(SM) 8:00 a.m.

† Jack Fitzgerald

Wednesday, January 9

(SM) 8:10 a.m.
(SJ) 10:30a.m.

† Lucilla Huisman
† Jerry Borer

Thursday, January 10

(SE) 9:30 a.m.
(WM) 10:30 a.m.

† Karen Walters
Bridgett Martin Crowell

Friday, January 11

(SM) 8:00 a.m.

† Randy Stuhr

Saturday, January 12

(SM) 5:30 p.m.

† Felix & Maxine Tomasiewicz

Sunday, January 13

(SJ) 8:30 a.m.
(SM) 10:00 a.m.

† Bill Leifeld
Parishioners of St. Michael’s & St. John’s

Please note place designations: (SM) = St. Michael’s in Albion, (SJ) = St. John’s in Petersburg,
(SE) = Samaritan Estates Assisted Living in Albion, (WM) = Wolf Memorial in Albion

St. Michael’s Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Altar Servers
Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion
Logan Spence & Ty Dozler
Isaiah & Jacob Miller

Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Jerry Leifeld, Steve Beckman, Jim Riedmiller
Kevin Nelson, Ken Iwan, Dave Weidner

Music

Jill Nore, Cindy Leifeld, Rachelle Spence
Justin & Jenni DeWitt*, Jeanette Zwiener
Assisted Living: Dave Camp

Ushers
Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Lectors
Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Barb Olson
Susan Roberts

Double B
Kay Nelson

Collection Recorders
Sun., Jan. 13

Roger Gentrup & April Benson

Amazon shoppers. . .Earn 0.5% for St. Michael’s Parish!
You can earn money for St. Michael’s Parish & School on your Amazon
purchase simply by going to smile.amazon.com. Log in as usual and then you
will be asked to select your organization. Please select “St. Michael’s Church
& School” - you will only have to do this once. From then on, simply log into
your Amazon account from smile.amazon.com and 0.5% will be donated to our
general fund!

This Week at St. Michael’s:
Tues., Jan. 8
Wed., Jan. 9

*KC’s meeting 7:30 p.m.
*Musical Vibes practice 5:15 p.m.
*PRE

This Week at St. Michael’s School:
Mon., Jan. 7
Wed., Jan. 9

*School resumes
*Mass at 8:10 a.m.

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Wed., Jan. 9

*PRE resumes

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
Deloris Rutten, Dave Fisher, Bev Fajman, Connie Miller,
Bridget Martin Crowell, Betty Mannlein, Cherie Reinhart
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this bulletin list,
please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or jlporter@archomaha.org.)

Volunteer Needed For Wednesday Adoration
We are in need of someone to fill the 10-11 a.m. time slot.
Please contact Mary Preister, 395-6440, to volunteer.
St. Michael’s has a supply of “Living Faith” and other devotional
books and booklets in the entrance of church. We kindly ask for a $1
donation for “Living Faith” and there are prices for the books/booklets
on the book rack.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Regular Collection December 30, 2018
Envelopes
$
Children
Plate
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$
COLLECTIONS TOTALS WILL BE POSTED NEXT WEEK

St. Michael’s Web Site
www.stmichaelalbion.com
The bulletin is available on the web site!
Please contact Jeni Porter at the parish office, 395-2332, if
you wish to use any of the parish or school facilities for any
reason. The church’s main calendar is kept in the
parish office.
With winter here, the Maintenance Committee would like to
ask everyone to keep in mind the need for snow removal for
the church, rectory and school. All snow removal is done on
a volunteer basis and more volunteers are needed to help
keep our sidewalks and parking areas free of snow and ice.
St. Michael’s Parish family welcomes Samuel Dean Frey,
son of Brenda & Justin Frey, who was baptized on
December 16, 2018.

St. John the Baptist Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion

Altar Servers
Sun., Jan. 13

Gavin & Jett Stuhr

Sun., Jan. 13

Scott Preister family

Music

Ushers
Sun., Jan. 13

Sun., Jan. 13

Lectors
Sun., Jan. 13

Anita Krohn

Larry & Cathy Pelster
Homebound: Teresa Heying

Alan & Jeanne Temme

Collection Recorders
Sun., Jan. 13

Delbert Seier & Dave Pieke

“...the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”
Ephesians 3:6
Today we celebrate that Christ came to all of us, not just the Hebrews. He has given each of us unique gifts. We all have different, yet
equally valuable, roles to play in the Body of Christ. Pray daily and ask God how He wants you to use your gifts so that we may all
“be one.”

This Week at St. John’s:
Wed., Jan. 9
Thurs., Jan. 10

*Altar Society meeting, 5:30 p.m., Werner Hall
*PRE
*Parish Council meeting, 7 p.m., Werner Hall

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Wed., Jan. 9

*PRE resumes

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this
bulletin list, please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or
jlporter@archomaha.org.)

St. John’s Altar Society is looking for Circle Leaders &
Officers for 2019
Please contact any circle leader or officer to volunteer. Thank you!
Circle A: Karen Scholl, 386-5280; Jane Thieman, 386-5498
Circle B: Jeanne Stokes, 386-5484; Barb Hanson, 402-276-7017
Circle C: Teresa Heying, 386-5318; Sandy Zabka, 843-8404
Vice President—Karen Schmitz, 386-5392
Secretary—Ev Stokes, 402-860-0218

Snow Removal Schedule
We appreciate the volunteer help in the past, and especially last week,
in getting the snow cleared. To help avoid situations where too many
people show up, or worse, not enough show up to clear the sidewalks
and parking lots, we’re going to try a rotation this year. Minimally, we
need the areas cleared for Sunday and Wednesday Masses, but also
keep in mind that Werner Hall has traffic throughout the week,
particularly Tuesday quilting and the occasional funeral lunch, etc.
December - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall
January - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
February - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall
March - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
April - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Regular Collection December 30, 2018
Envelopes
$
Children
Plate
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$
COLLECTION TOTALS WILL BE POSTED NEXT WEEK

All Werner Hall events need to be scheduled through Jaci
Hoefer - including all funeral events, receptions, and
showers. Please call Jaci at 386-5580 or 843-8438.

Altar Society Meeting
Wednesday, January 9
5:30 p.m. at Werner Hall
ALL ladies of St. John’s Parish are encouraged to attend!
Donations can be left at the church for the Boone County
Food Pantry. Items that are always needed include: fruit
juice, canned meats (chicken, tuna, stew, etc.), canned pastas,
flour, sugar, cereals, canned fruits, detergent, and toothpaste.
Please leave your donations at the main west entrance of
church.
Ladies - are you missing a dish or salad bowl? It might be in
the back of church. Please check! We have quite a collection
of kitchenware that has accumulated at Werner Hall from
funerals and parish functions.

Additional donations were given for Christmas
flower memorials at St. John’s in honor of. . .
Jim Preusser and Ken & Pat Schumacher from
Keith & Diane Schumacher

A Catholic’s Guide To The Internet
The Catholic Voice
www.catholicvoiceomaha.com
Archdiocese of Omaha
www.archomaha.org
Catholic Online
www.catholic.org
Catholic Answers
www.catholic.com
The Holy See
www.vatican.va
Catholic Treasury
www.catholictreasury.info
Marriage Resources
Foryourmarriage.org
Mass Times
www.Masstimes.org

Card Shower Honoring Monsignor Ralph Steffensmeier’s
85th Birthday
Monsignor’s birthday is on January 7
Mail cards to: P.O. Box 56, Cedar Rapids, NE 68627

Programs at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler
Men’s Retreat - “The Gospel is Explosive!”
A saint is a person who feels drawn to God with ever greater intensity.
We are all saints in the making, and our witness of faith, rooted in our
baptism, must inspire others. The true Gospel is a volatile gift, making
our mediocrity explode into bits of rubble. A team of consecrated and
lay men lead this retreat. January 18-20. Fee is $60. Room & board
available.
Discernment Retreat for Women - “Which Way Do I Go?”
Looking for direction in life, future direction advice, decision to mull
over, etc.? This retreat will offer assistance, direction, time to share and
learn the ways and means of making holy choices in your life. Learn to
be a sower of hope for others and how to use the tools of discernment
that assist us in staying deeply united with the Lord and with others.
February 1-3. Fee is $60. Room & board available.
To register for an event, please call the St. Benedict Center,
402-352-8819, or go to their web site, www.StBenedictCenter.com.

Support Our Catholic Kids
SCRIP is a great way to help SOCKS at the places you normally shop.
You purchase gift cards at face value and get to spend the entire face
value - our program receives profit back from the store. Gift cards/
certificates are available to order at any time. Forms are available at the
school office. You can also go to: www.ShopWithScrip.com and see a
full listing of available stores if you click on “Retailers” and then
“Alphabetical List.” Email your order to our SOCKS team at:
stmscrip23@gmail.com or call or text your order to Janelle Erickson,
our SCRIP coordinator at 402-937-5233. If you fill out an order form,
please turn the completed form and your check in to St. Michael’s
School office. SOCKS has the potential to make 2 - 14% back on your
purchase of gift cards.
Grocery certificates for Gragert’s and Thriftyway are available at the
school office and from Janelle Erickson. SOCKS receives 5% back from
all grocery certificates purchased.

Omaha Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women Senior Scholarship
The Rural Central Deanery is offering a $200 scholarship to
a senior Catholic girl. The winner of the deanery
scholarship will be eligible to compete for the $500
scholarship offered by the OACCW. Applications are
available from high school guidance counselors and must
be postmarked by January 15 and sent to:
Nancy Schaecher, P.O. Box 118, Battle Creek, NE 68715
Special showings of

Gosnell
“The trial of America’s Biggest Serial Killer”
Wednesday, January 9
1:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m., & 7:30 p.m.
Gateway Theater, Albion
The story of Dr. Kermit Gosnell, whose dangerous and
unethical practices in his inner-city Philadelphia abortion
clinic led to his conviction on manslaughter and murder
charges, resulting in a life sentence in prison.
Rated PG-13
Free admission due to the generosity of area Knights of
Columbus, Lindsay Right to Life, and the Newman Grove
Fellowship Bible Church.

Immaculee Ilibagiza Retreat
March 22-23, 2019
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, West Point, NE
Immaculee Ilibagiza, a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan
genocide and author of the book, “Left to Tell,” will bring
her message of forgiveness, healing, and hope to all who
attend. Cost is $57 for one/$76 for two.
For details, tickets, and registration, visit
www.immaculee.com, or contact RaNae O’Brien at
ranaeobrien1@gmail.com
Registration begins on January 15 for. .

“ArchOmaha Unite”
June 8, 2019
An extraordinary event that promises to ignite the faith of
Catholics in the archdiocese and celebrate our unified faith
as One Church!
More information will be coming, but you won’t want to
miss this FREE day-long event in Omaha full of fun &
faith! The highlights include comedian Jim Gaffigan, the
group Cross & Light, Mass, and the Main Event with
Archbishop George Lucas.
Jim Gaffigan is a Catholic father of five, known for familyfriendly jokes and his hilarious takes on food, faith and life
with kids. He performed for Pope Francis at the World
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia in 2015.
Check out the web site at: https://unite.archomaha.org.
A group hotel room rate will be available at the Hilton
Omaha, across the street from the CHI Health Center.

Readings for the week of January 6, 2019
Monday: 1 J n 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 J n 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 J n 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 J n 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30

