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524 W. Church Street
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St. Michael’s
Fr. Mark Tomasiewicz, Pastor
Rectory: 402-395-2393
Jeni Porter, Business Manager
Parish Office: 402-395-2332
Email: jlporter@archomaha.org
Deacon Tim Preister 395-6440
Deacon James Schindel 386-5212
Deacon Paul Weeder 395-6105
Lisa Wagner, Director of Religious Ed
Cell phone: 308-750-0423
Kathy Salber, School Office Manager
Lisa Schumacher, Principal
School Office: 402-395-2926
Parish web site: stmichaelalbion.com

St. John’s
Fr. Mark Tomasiewicz, Pastor
St. Michael’s rectory: 402-395-2393
Jaci Hoefer, Business Manager
Parish Office: 402-386-5580
Email: jhoefer@archomaha.org
Deacon John Starman 386-5570
To rent St. John’s rectory contact:
Mary Lu Larson, 843-8420
Jacque Luettel, 843-8974

To rent Werner Hall contact:
Jaci Hoefer, 386-5580
To schedule Masses at either parish:
Kelly Starman, 386-5570 or
kelly_starman@yahoo.com

Think of what it's like to wait a long time. Can you imagine what it would be like to wait for centuries? No one person lives that long, of
course. But for the Israelites, they had heard the stories from generation to generation. They had been conquered time and time again,
and now "the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ." They had been
waiting for a Messiah, one who did miraculous deeds and said profound things; someone aglow with the glory of God. We all know what
it's like to hope and be disappointed. But what if your hopes were fulfilled?
That day at the Jordan River, an audience had gathered. Among the crowd for baptism was an unknown man. Perhaps he was dirty from
weeks in the desert. His hands had the calloused palms of a tradesman, a carpenter. He and John the Baptist may have embraced with the
familiarity of the cousins they were. This man wades into the Jordan for a good, solid dunking. As he rises from the water, the One who
breathed life into Adam gasps for air like any other man.
But then "heaven was opened." The clouds in the sky part miles above. "And the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove." An apparition with substance sails through the sky. It exudes gentleness and power all at once. "And a voice came from heaven,
'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.'" Can you imagine the sight? For the crowd, there is no doubting what they have
seen, who they have seen. Can you imagine this encounter with our God who keeps His promises? What are you waiting for?

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday at St. Michael’s 4:30-5:10 p.m.; Sunday at St. John’s 7:50-8:15 a.m.; or by appointment.
Sacrament of Baptism: First-time parents are required to attend a baptism preparation class. Please contact Fr. Mark or
Deacon Tim Preister to arrange for the class and for the baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Archdiocesan policy requires a 8-12 month preparation. Please make arrangements by contacting
Fr. Mark.
Holy Communion for the Homebound: Communion is taken to the shut-ins at both parishes. Please contact Jodi Krohn in
Albion, 395-6094, or Kelly Starman in Petersburg, 386-5570, to get put on the list.
Sick Call: Please call Fr. Mark if you or someone in your family is sick or in the hospital and would like a visit.
Prayer Chain at St. Michael’s: Please call Nancy Morton, 395-6294, or Ellen Stuhr, 395-6302.
Prayer Chain at St. John’s: Please call Kathy Koch, 386-5481, or Kelly Starman, 386-5570.

FROM THE PASTOR
How many of you can remember your baptism? Most of us probably can’t due to the fact that we were baptized
as infants. Our Christmas season officially ends with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. However, we
must be aware that Jesus was not baptized as an infant, for he was a young, grown man willing and ready to
embrace the special mission he came to fulfill. We believe that as God’s Son, he was born without sin and came
to save us. We might ponder, why do we need to be baptized? The Church’s explanation might be that while an
infant or a very young child is yet incapable of personal serious sin, by virtue of his or her human nature, the
child’s life inevitably has been tainted by original sin. Hence, infant baptism is appropriate and is an opportunity
to be claimed as a child of God, be cleansed from original sin and welcomed into a Christian community. It is
also good to recall that sacraments are not a private affair. It is equally important to know that baptism invites the
child to follow the ways of Jesus Christ, growing in faith and virtue by the example and help of parents and
godparents, who take on that important responsibility with the support of the community. The child is recognized
by a name, attains a new Christian identity, and belongs to God. As we listen to the Scriptures, they highlight the
desire of God, who will bless his servant, whom He has chosen. In a more focused way, Luke’s gospel tells us
that people were excited and wondering if John the Baptist was Jesus, but he told them he was not, as he baptized
Jesus and other people. John, knowing he was unworthy but obeyed the command of Jesus, baptized Jesus with
water and assured them that one greater than he would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. Mindful that Jesus
did not need to be baptized, yet he is baptized to make the waters holy and wanted to be in solidarity with
repentant sinners. However, the final act of awesome power became known following the baptism of the Lord, for
“heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” The heavenly Father again emphasizes
who Jesus is and offers us one more image of the Incarnation— a place where Jesus is Lord and Son of God,
Savior and Redeemer, revealed fully human and fully divine, that we might become recipients of salvation. Do
you thank God for making you a beloved child, because Jesus came to dwell and help us on the faith journey?
Thank you for supporting the Seminarian collection and for your prayers for the men studying
for the Archdiocese of Omaha!
I will be on a personal break Jan. 13 through Jan. 21. If there would be an emergency, please contact
Msgr. Ralph Steffensmeier at 308-223-0349. Obviously, our wonderful deacons are always helpful as
well.

Next weekend, January 19-20, the Knights of Columbus will host their One Rose One Life campaign. Donations will be
accepted to help with the pro-life cause. Thank you for your support.

Fr. Mark

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Monday, January 14

NO MASS - (Pastor’s day off!)

Tuesday, January 15

(SM) 6:30 p.m.

NO MASS

Wednesday, January 16

(SM) 8:10 a.m.
(SJ) 10:30a.m.

Communion Service
NO MASS

Thursday, January 17

(SE) 9:30 a.m.
(WM) 10:30 a.m.

Communion Service
Communion Service

Friday, January 18

(SM) 8:00 a.m.

NO MASS

Saturday, January 19

(SM) 5:30 p.m.

† Ambrose & Marcella Reinhart

Sunday, January 20

(SJ) 8:30 a.m.
(SM) 10:00 a.m.

† Peggy Temme
Parishioners of St. Michael’s & St. John’s

Please note place designations: (SM) = St. Michael’s in Albion, (SJ) = St. John’s in Petersburg,
(SE) = Samaritan Estates Assisted Living in Albion, (WM) = Wolf Memorial in Albion

St. Michael’s Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Altar Servers
Sat., Jan. 19
Sun., Jan. 20

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion
Natalie Nelson & Carlie Langan
Jaimie Zwiener & Marisa Malander

Sat., Jan. 19
Sun., Jan. 20

Brian Liss, Rusty Bruland, Jerry Hagemann
Jim Carder, Roger Gentrup, Kevin Gragert

Music

Sarah Grape
Carolyn Gray

Collection Recorders

Ushers
Sat., Jan. 19
Sun., Jan. 20

Lectors
Sat., Jan. 19
Sun., Jan. 20

This Week at St. Michael’s:
Wed., Jan. 16
Sun., Jan. 20

*PRE
*CYO Choir practice 9:15 a.m.

This Week at St. Michael’s School:
Mon., Jan. 14
Wed., Jan. 16

*No school!
*Communion Service at 8:10 a.m. planned by
grades K & 6

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Wed., Jan. 16
Wed., Jan. 23
Wed., Jan. 30

*PRE
*PRE
*PRE

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
Deloris Rutten, Dave Fisher, Bev Fajman, Connie Miller,
Bridget Martin Crowell, Betty Mannlein, Cherie Reinhart
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this bulletin list,
please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or jlporter@archomaha.org.)

Sat., Jan. 19
Sun., Jan. 20

Sun., Jan. 20

George & Betty Beierman, Jodi Krohn
Lauren Hedlund, Natalee Luettel*,
Grace Slizoski*
Assisted Living: Jo Ann Ward

Jill Nore
CYO Choir

Roger Gentrup & April Benson

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Regular Collection January 6, 2019
Envelopes
$4,113.00
Children
84.50
Plate
362.20
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$4,559.70
Seminary Collection

January 1, 2019 Collection—Solemnity of Mary
Envelopes
$2,660.00
Plate
174.00
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$2,834.00
First Offering

With winter here, the Maintenance Committee would like to ask
everyone to keep in mind the need for snow removal for the
church, rectory and school. All snow removal is done on a
volunteer basis and more volunteers are needed to help keep our
sidewalks and parking areas free of snow and ice.

St. Michael’s Parish family would like to extend their sympathies to
the families of Sharon Seda, Monica Hoefler, and Martha Collen, who
passed away recently. May the Perpetual Light shine upon them!

$372.00

Regular Collection December 30, 2018
Envelopes
$4,622.00
Children
36.00
Plate
1,460.00
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$6,118.00
Christmas Collection

Donations were given for Christmas flowers at St. Michael’s in
memory of George Schmitz from Betty Schmitz

$2,508.00

$39,116.54

Regular Collection December 23, 2018
Envelopes
$3,520.00
Children
143.00
Plate
1,957.50
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$5,620.50

St. Michael’s Web Site
www.stmichaelalbion.com
The bulletin is available on the web site!
Please contact Jeni Porter at the parish office, 395-2332, if
you wish to use any of the parish or school facilities for any
reason. The church’s main calendar is kept in the
parish office.

St. John the Baptist Parish
Liturgical Ministries Next Week
Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion

Altar Servers
Sun., Jan. 20

James Fogleman & Matthew Starman

Sun., Jan. 20

Bob Heying & Vet Stuhr

Music

Ushers
Sun., Jan. 20

Sun., Jan. 20

Lectors
Sun., Jan. 20

Ken Luettel

Theresa Knust & Jane Thieman
Homebound: Kelly Starman

Guitar Group

Collection Recorders
Sun., Jan. 20

Don Seier & Carol Luettel

“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier than I is coming. . .he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit. . .’” Luke 3:16
The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’ immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of the need to die to themselves to do
God’s will.” In other words, as baptized Catholics there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus - the gift of ourselves. Surrender
yourself to God, place your trust in Him and allow the Holy Spirit to work through you for the greater glory of God.

This Week at St. John’s:
Wed., Jan. 16

*PRE

Parish Religious Education Calendar:
Wed., Jan. 16
*PRE
Wed., Jan. 23
*PRE
Wed., Jan. 30
*PRE
Parents are reminded to please pay their PRE tuition, if they have not
already done so!

Please remember our parishioners in prayer:
(If there is someone that you want to remember in prayer on this
bulletin list, please call or email Jeni Porter at 395-2332 or
jlporter@archomaha.org.)
Donations can be left at the church for the Boone County Food Pantry.
Items that are always needed include: fruit juice, canned meats
(chicken, tuna, stew, etc.), canned pastas, flour, sugar, cereals, canned
fruits, detergent, and toothpaste. Please leave your donations at the
main west entrance of church.

Snow Removal Schedule
We appreciate the volunteer help in the past, and especially last week,
in getting the snow cleared. To help avoid situations where too many
people show up, or worse, not enough show up to clear the sidewalks
and parking lots, we’re going to try a rotation this year. Minimally, we
need the areas cleared for Sunday and Wednesday Masses, but also
keep in mind that Werner Hall has traffic throughout the week,
particularly Tuesday quilting and the occasional funeral lunch, etc.
January - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
February - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall
March - Last names R-Z, snow removal at church & hall
April - Last names A-P, snow removal at church & hall

THANK YOU FOR YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Regular Collection Dec. 23, Dec. 30, & Jan. 6
Envelopes
$3,360.00
Children
16.00
Plate
753.00
TOTAL STEWARDSHIP
$4,129.00
Christmas
Christmas flowers
God’s Acre
1st Offering
Solemnity of Mary
Seminary Collection

$17,725.00
665.00
828.93
215.00
738.50
713.00

All Werner Hall events need to be scheduled through Jaci
Hoefer - including all funeral events, receptions, and
showers. Please call Jaci at 386-5580 or 843-8438.
Two couples are needed for the Bazaar Raffle Committee.
Please contact Lisa Schumacher, 843-6274, or Clyde Stuhr,
803-968-3941, to volunteer.

St. John’s Altar Society is looking for Circle
Leaders & Officers for 2019
Please contact any circle leader or officer to volunteer.
Thank you!
Circle A: Karen Scholl, 386-5280
Jane Thieman, 386-5498
Circle B: Jeanne Stokes, 386-5484
Barb Hanson, 402-276-7017
Circle C: Teresa Heying, 386-5318
Sandy Zabka, 843-8404
Vice President—Karen Schmitz, 386-5392
Secretary—Ev Stokes, 402-860-0218

A NEW YEAR - NEW CHALLENGES
January Speaker Series at Lindsay Holy Family Parish
*January 14: Former missionary, Calvin Mueller, speaks on
building a relationship with God.
*January 21: Fr. Tom Greisen presents “Having a Mary Heart in a
Martha World,” finding a relationship with God in
the busyness of life.
*January 28: Hospice grief counselor, Lisa Glissman -Maynerd,
discusses how to offer support, empathy, and
comfort before and after the loss of a loved one.
All presentations are held at Lindsay Holy Family Church at 6:30 p.m.
No advance registration is required. Everyone is welcome!

Boone Central Post Prom Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, January 13
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
KC Hall, Albion
Free-will donation!

Annual CCPJ Breakfast
Sunday, January 13
9:00 a.m. - noon
St. Boniface Gym, Elgin
Serving pancakes, French toast, sausage, baked eggs, &
rolls for a free-will donation

“Discovering Christ” - A Unique Growth Experience
The sessions are at 6:30 p.m. at the Lindsay Town Hall, starting
February 4, and include a delicious free meal, great conversations, and
an engaging talk. Please pre-register by January 28 by contacting
Cindy Klassen, 402-428-2558 or cindyklassen50@hotmail.com, or
Ann Weeder, 402-923-1028 or richwdr@megavision.com, so that they
can plan for the meal. Questions can also be directed to Cindy or Ann.

Programs at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler
Men’s Retreat - “The Gospel is Explosive!”
A saint is a person who feels drawn to God with ever greater intensity.
We are all saints in the making, and our witness of faith, rooted in our
baptism, must inspire others. The true Gospel is a volatile gift, making
our mediocrity explode into bits of rubble. A team of consecrated and
lay men lead this retreat. January 18-20. Fee is $60. Room & board
available.
Discernment Retreat for Women - “Which Way Do I Go?”
Looking for direction in life, future direction advice, decision to mull
over, etc.? This retreat will offer assistance, direction, time to share and
learn the ways and means of making holy choices in your life. Learn to
be a sower of hope for others and how to use the tools of discernment
that assist us in staying deeply united with the Lord and with others.
February 1-3. Fee is $60. Room & board available.
To register for an event, please call the St. Benedict Center,
402-352-8819, or go to their web site, www.StBenedictCenter.com.

Support Our Catholic Kids
SCRIP is a great way to help SOCKS at the places you normally shop.
You purchase gift cards at face value and get to spend the entire face
value - our program receives profit back from the store. Gift cards/
certificates are available to order at any time. Forms are available at the
school office. You can also go to: www.ShopWithScrip.com and see a
full listing of available stores if you click on “Retailers” and then
“Alphabetical List.” Email your order to our SOCKS team at:
stmscrip23@gmail.com or call or text your order to Janelle Erickson,
our SCRIP coordinator at 402-937-5233. If you fill out an order form,
please turn the completed form and your check in to St. Michael’s
School office. SOCKS has the potential to make 2 - 14% back on your
purchase of gift cards.
Grocery certificates for Gragert’s and Thriftyway are available at the
school office and from Janelle Erickson. SOCKS receives 5% back from
all grocery certificates purchased.

Omaha Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women Senior Scholarship
The Rural Central Deanery is offering a $200 scholarship to
a senior Catholic girl. The winner of the deanery
scholarship will be eligible to compete for the $500
scholarship offered by the OACCW. Applications are
available from high school guidance counselors and must
be postmarked by January 15 and sent to:
Nancy Schaecher, P.O. Box 118, Battle Creek, NE 68715

Immaculee Ilibagiza Retreat
March 22-23, 2019
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, West Point, NE
Immaculee Ilibagiza, a survivor of the 1994 Rwandan
genocide and author of the book, “Left to Tell,” will bring
her message of forgiveness, healing, and hope to all who
attend. Cost is $57 for one/$76 for two.
For details, tickets, and registration, visit
www.immaculee.com, or contact RaNae O’Brien at
ranaeobrien1@gmail.com
Registration begins on January 15 for. .

“ArchOmaha Unite”
June 8, 2019
An extraordinary event that promises to ignite the faith of
Catholics in the archdiocese and celebrate our unified faith
as One Church!
More information will be coming, but you won’t want to
miss this FREE day-long event in Omaha full of fun &
faith! The highlights include comedian Jim Gaffigan, the
group Cross & Light, Mass, and the Main Event with
Archbishop George Lucas.
Jim Gaffigan is a Catholic father of five, known for familyfriendly jokes and his hilarious takes on food, faith and life
with kids. He performed for Pope Francis at the World
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia in 2015.
Check out the web site at: https://unite.archomaha.org.
A group hotel room rate will be available at the Hilton
Omaha, across the street from the CHI Health Center.

Readings for the week of January 13, 2019
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf, Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17

