All Mass intentions scheduled through the parish office
will be offered privately by Father Mayer.

For This Memorial Weekend:

Hear Our Prayers This Day
In the quiet sanctuaries of our own hearts,
let each of us name and call on the One whose
power over us is great and gentle, firm and
forgiving, holy and healing . . .
You who created us, who sustain us,
who call us to live in peace,
hear our prayer this day.
Hear our prayer for all who have died,
whose hearts and hopes are known to you alone . . .
Hear our prayer for those who put the welfare of
others ahead of their own
and give us hearts as generous as theirs . . .
Hear our prayer for those who gave their lives
in the service of others,
and accept the gift of their sacrifice . . .
Help us to shape and make a world where we will
lay down the arms of war and turn our swords into
ploughshares for a harvest of justice and peace . . .
Comfort those who grieve the loss of their loved ones
and let your healing be the hope in our hearts . . .
Hear our prayer this day and in your mercy answer
us in the name of all that is holy.
The peace of God be with you. - Austin Fleming

Easter Weekday
Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33

The Parish Office is CLOSED today!
Easter Weekday

(Meddie & Blanche Hebert)

Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a

Easter Weekday

(Charlie & Patsy Hoffman)

Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab [33a]/
Jn 17:11b-19

(Val Ewen)

Easter Weekday

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Jn 17:20-26

Easter Weekday

(Gerald “Bud” Heddinger)

Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19

(Rose Bouska)

Easter Weekday

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25

PENTECOST SUNDAY

(People of the Parish)

Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23

Wedding Blessings

I.C. PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Benjamin Swartzrock and Gillian Feller
were united in marriage at
Immaculate Conception Church
on Saturday, May 18th, 2020.
Congratulations, to Mr. & Mrs. Swartzrock!

Until Further Notice:

Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. till 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. till 3:00 p.m.
THE OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAY.
(Appointments can be made by calling 641-228-1071.)

Our Deepest Sympathy . . .
is extended to the family & friends of
Gertrude Houser (mother of Karen Shearman),
who passed away recently. God, grant her eternal peace.
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
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The I.C. Parish Office
will be CLOSED
on Monday, May 25th,
in observance of Memorial Day!
The Ascension of the Lord

GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
May 24th, 2020

Seventh Sunday of Easter

What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they remind us of some truths we conveniently forget:
we are created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we sin, we need to be forgiven, we have a mission
and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and we hunger for the joy of salvation. These are human truths that are
not dependent upon whether we like them. Ignoring them places us on the paths of comfort and satisfaction
as we blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural and
lasting pleasure, we choose things that are easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame,
popularity, self-achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and the like.
We may also find ourselves falling victim to more negative responses to what life brings us: anger, envy,
lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can become so hardened to the truth that violence
becomes the response of first choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church
needs to be a field hospital that has to be prepared to provide people with the remedy they need. What we
need is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments, exists to help make Christ present
and real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is a matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and
happiness. It is not found in some earthly satisfaction, only in
Christ.
Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then we will
discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should know you, the only
true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” It is easy to
conveniently forget truth and pursue illusions immediately within
our grasp, but at what price? A man celebrating 60 years of
marriage remarked that it took so much effort and so many
attempts to convince his wife that they were meant to be together.
Even his friends told him he was foolish. He easily could have
given up and pursued other interests. He chose to persevere and is
so grateful that he made that choice because he now has a pearl of
great price. Do we see a value in persevering in our faith regardless
of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we could lose more than we
know.

Calvary Cemetery Urns
The Calvary Cemetery Board has urns
available for sale at $1,350.00 per urn.
Part of the purchase price is used to
purchase the urn and the remainder is
placed in a perpetual care fund with
the generated income being used for
planting geraniums and greenery,
keeping the flowers trimmed and
watered for the season and preparing
the urns for the winter.
Please
call the I.C. Parish Office at
This urn is located
641-228-1071 for more information
outside in front of the
or to purchase an urn. Thank you!
church for viewing.
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Adopt-a-Lot is Back!
Meet this Wednesday, May 27th,
at 8:00 a.m. in the church parking lot,
with brooms, small shovels or anything to
assist in cleaning the parking areas near
the church. Those who volunteered in
2019, and others, are welcome for this
“Spring Cleaning” event. Questions?
Please contact Jim Davis at 641-330-3562.
The Ascension of the Lord

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Everlasting Easter
The Easter season is almost over. This season is always a tougher one for us Catholics. We get Advent
and Lent: preparation. We are on board with Christmas, mainly because we like to keep up our decorations
until someone tells us the exact day we must take them down. But Easter as a season is a bit more difficult
to observe. The rest of the world has moved on. There are no Easter eggs left in store windows and all those
religious movies on television have given way to reruns or season-ending episodes. It just does not feel like
Easter anywhere … except in the Church.
The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year-round in the Church. Every Sunday, we celebrate a miniEaster. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen and alive, and we need to celebrate. We also need to be about the
work of the Lord. We are an Easter people who bear witness to his resurrection through our stewardship.
If he had never risen, then we would be called to nothing by no one. But he lives! As this Easter season is
drawing to a close, it is prudent to reflect on what his death and resurrection mean for each of us. How has
it changed us? How does it motivate us? It doesn’t look like Easter in most corners of the world, so it is up
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
to us to bring a little Easter to every place we go and to everyone we meet.

ASCENSION REFLECTIONS
of Pope Francis and Pope Benedict XVI:
“The Ascension does not point to Jesus’ absence, but tells us that he is alive in our
midst in a new way. He is no longer in a specific place in the world as he was before the Ascension. He is
now in the lordship of God, present in every space and time, close to each one of us. In our life we are never
alone: we have this Advocate who awaits us, who defends us. We are never alone: the Crucified and Risen
Lord guides us.”
Pope Francis spoke about the strength we receive from Jesus’ Ascension. “Then two men in white robes
appeared and asked them not to stand there looking up to heaven but to nourish their lives and their witness with the
certainty that Jesus will come again in the same way in which they saw him ascending into heaven .” (cf. Acts 1:10-11)
“This is the invitation to base our contemplation on Christ’s lordship, to find in him the strength to spread
the Gospel and witness to it in everyday life: contemplation and action, ora et labora, as St. Benedict taught, are
both necessary in our life as Christians,” said Pope Francis.
Pope Benedict XVI also talked about the joy of the Ascension. During a pastoral visit in 2009, he told the
crowd “’Heaven:’ this word Heaven does not indicate a place above the stars but something far more daring
and sublime: it indicates Christ himself, the divine Person who welcomes humanity fully and forever, the
One in whom God and man are inseparably united forever. Man’s being in God, this is Heaven. And we
draw close to Heaven, indeed, we enter Heaven to the extent that we draw close to Jesus and enter into
communion with him. For this reason today’s Solemnity of the Ascension invites us to be in profound
communion with the dead and Risen Jesus, invisibly present in the life of each one of us.”
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
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The Ascension of the Lord

Congratulations to all of our IC students who will be
graduating this year! Let’s offer a special prayer for
the Graduates of 2020:
Dear God,
We pray for our graduates today and lift them before you. We thank you so
much for these we love and for the work you are continuing to do in their
lives. They are a gift to us and to many others. And during this season of
new beginnings, we ask that you would make their way clear. We ask that
you would keep their footsteps firm and remind them that you are with them, always. May they sense
the freshness of your Spirit over their lives in amazing ways; may they be strengthened and instilled
with hope for the new roads you have in store.
Our world is currently anxious, fearful and uncertain. We pray our graduates are filled with your
courage and strength, that they may be a light to their friends and neighbors in this uncertain time.
We ask for your wisdom and clear direction over their lives, that you would give them understanding
beyond their years. We pray that you would direct their steps, that your plans for them would prosper;
that every place you have determined for them to walk would be paved clear. We ask for you to open
doors that need to be opened and close every one that should be shut tight. Allow every gift and treasure
you have placed inside their lives to grow, develop, flourish, and bring you glory. Amen.

Congratula ons to our 2020 High School Graduates!
Pricilla Arenas
Kylie Effle
Abril Flores
Cassandra Foxen
Jacob Frein
Ka"e Garcia
Colby Gavi#
Astrid Hernandez Gonzalez
Ingrid Hernandez Gonzalez
Dominic Hintgen

Skylar Houdek
Jace Landt
Dawson Lamborn
Dylan Mayer
Aaron Montemayor
McKenna Oleson
A$cus Parro#
Autumn Peterson
Noah Reams
Nicholas Roney

Nathan Shultz
John Sibuma
Wya# Streich
Jordan Sullivan
Brooklyn Tynan
Abigail Wedeking

Congratulations to our 2020 6th Grade I.C. Graduates!
Vincent Benning
Evan Bollman
Jose Ceja
Ethan Crawford
Jocelyn Estrada-Gonzalez
Elizabeth Field
Jayson Field

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
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David Garcia
Bennett Hansen
Ty Hejna
Patrick Holzer
Deegan Lewis
Quinn McCarty

5

Holden McInroy
Adrian Miranda
Jeremiah Montuya
Giovani Rios
Simon Schmidtke
Westin Sullivan
Myles Tjaden
Jesus Villagomez

The Ascension of the Lord

O Mary,
you always brighten our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick, who,
at the Cross, took part in Jesus’
pain while remaining
steadfast in faith.
O loving Mother,
you know what we need, and we
are confident you will provide
for us as at Cana in Galilee.
Intercede for us with your Son
Jesus, the Divine Physician,
for those who have fallen ill,
for those who are vulnerable,
and for those who have died.
Intercede also for those charged
with protecting the health and
safety of others and for those who
are tending to the sick and
seeking a cure.
Help us, O Mother of Divine
Love, to conform to the will of
the Father and to do as we are
told by Jesus, who took upon
himself our sufferings and
carried our sorrows, so as to
lead us, through the Cross,
to the glory of the Resurrection.
Amen.
Under thy protection we seek
refuge, O Holy Mother of God.
In our needs, despise not our
petitions, but deliver us always
from all dangers, O glorious and
Blessed Virgin. Amen.
Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis
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The Ascension of the Lord

“Humanity still has the ability to work together
in building our common home.”
These words come near the end of
Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si” and
they are as important today as they were
five years ago when the encyclical
was released.
This weekend begins a week-long
celebration and opportunity for reflection on
what lies before to meet the challenges
Pope Francis extends in his work.
View an excellent 4 minute video
summary of the Top Ten Things You Need
to Know About Pope Francis’
“Laudato Si”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_lqFTYLC_4

April showers brought May flowers to I.C.

Download our app for daily deals

Fingers & Toes
Marianne Carolan

Featuring 3 Tanning Beds & All
Your Sock & Handware Needs

(641) 228-4592
3077 155th Street • Charles City, IA

Jeremy Rogstad, Agent
717A Kelly Mall
Charles City, IA 50616
Bus: 641-228-1537

Marlowe Jung, Owner

Here
to Help
L  

Life
Right!
Sgo
F
I T.®

220 N Main St
Charles City, IA

641-330-2963
charlescity@snapfitness.com

(641) 228-5714

sales@swartzrock.com
www.swartzrock.com
Salesmen: Steve Swartzrock,
Lonnie West, & Tom Shekleton

Kevin Herron 641-228-9909

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

641-228-1726

10% Veteran Discount

Corn Bids call

Do-It-All SERVICES llc

DDG Offers call

doitallservicesllc@gmail.com
DoItAllServicesllc.com

641-715-3019
SEPTIC WORK
AND DEMOLITION

Water Restoration • Fire Restoration
Mold Remediation • Full House Cleanout

641-715-3058

Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church
		
For ad info.
call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Brad Cole | 641.426.5426

I Make Car Buying Easy!

SCOTT DEETZ
Call or Text

641-530-3611
The
Lord
Immaculate Conception, Charles
City,Ascension
IA
Aof4Cthe
02-1058

Quade Construction Co.
1207 S. Grand Ave. #2
Charles City, IA 50616

Steve Hubert,
President

641-228-2102

641-228-6398

JENSEN ELECTRIC
Looking for a Reliable Electrician?
Reach out to Jensen Electric

Visit a Simple

Memorial
Monsignor Edward C. Petty

(Servicing both Residential & Farmers)

722 7th Avenue SE
Dyersville, IA 52040

JEFF: 641-330-4105
BLAKE: 641-330-9165

The5truths Foundation

Shankland Insurance
Staci Ackerson
641-228-7436

641-228-3525
Like us on

641-228-4211

Charles City, IA
James M. Fullerton
Alyssa N. Fullerton

Dave’s Restaurant

www.fullertonfh.com

America’s Hometown Restaurant
809 S. Grand Ave. • Charles City, IA

641-228-7162

BRET , BOB &
PETE KLOBERDANZ
200 N. Main St. • Ste. 2 • Charles City, IA
(641) 228-3516 • www.charlescityins.com

EXCAVATING CORP.

Authorized Dealer For

Charles City, IA • (641) 228-7965

www.kammexcavating.com
kammexcavating@gmail.com

Your Complete Auction Service...
• On Site, Ours or Yours
• Farm Retirement Auction
• Estate Farm Machinery Auction
www.wrightzauctionco.com • 641-398-2218 • Inventory Reduction Auction
• Equipment Appraisals
1406 Hwy 218 Floyd, IA 50435
Scott & Lisa Wright - Owners • Machinery Hauling

Dennis P. Donovan, PC
Certified Public Accountant

302 N. Grand Ave. | Ste 10 | Charles City, IA

641-228-1061

dpdonovan@mchsi.com | dennisdonovancpa.com

(641)228-2550

1407 S Grand Ave. • Charles City, IA

Subway

Red Roof Auctions LLC
Estates • Real Estate
Farm & Construction Equipment
Consignment Auctions • On-site Auctions

First Citizens Bank

Jim Frisbie, Parishioner

300 N Main St • Charles City • 641-228-5315
www.myfcb.bank

(641) 330-6620

1303 SOUTH GRAND • CHARLES CITY, IA

(641) 257-6417 | www.mickgage.com

REMEMBER YOUR
PARISH
IN YOUR WILL
BLUHM’S GREENHOUSE
Serving the Charles City Area Since 1987

Prompt Professional Service
Sales & Service on all brands
221 N. Main • Charles City, IA

641-330-6847

Tom Bock, Owner • (641) 228-1521
www.TJServiceAppliances.com

2545 7 Mile Road • Charles City

DIVERSIFIED FASTENING SYSTEMS OF AMERICA
501 Richings, Charles City, IA USA 228-1162

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501
Bill Feller, JD* • Erich Feller, RICP®

Financial Advisors

www.fellerandassociates.com • (641) 228-4574
120 N. Main Street • Charles City, IA 50616
Insurance products from the Principle Financial Group® are issued by Principal National Life Ins Co (except in NY), Principal Life Ins Co. Securities and advisory products offered through Principal Securities,
Inc. 800/247-1737, member SIPC. Principal National, Principal Life and Principal Securities are members of the Principal Financial Group®, Des Moines, IA 50392. Bill Feller, Jenny Loeckle, & Erin Feller Principal
National and Principal Life Financial Representative, Principal Securities Registered Representatives, Financial Advisors. Feller & Associates is not an affiliate of any company of the Principal Financial Group®.
* JD is an educational degree and holder does not provide legal services of the companies of the Principal Financial Group®. t17013108z8

CHARLES CITY AERONAUTICS
Air Taxi - Flight Instruction
and Maintenance
North East Iowa Regional Airport
Charles City • 3129 Hwy 18

641-228-3553
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Kronlage & Olson, P.C.
Certified Public Accounts

John C. Olson, CPA

117 N. Jackson Street
Charles City, IA 50616-2036
Ph: 641-228-5900 | F: 641-228-1513

Immaculate Conception, Charles City, IA
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