GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING
OF SCRIPTURE

May 31, 2020

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2,3 & 5,6-7/Jn 19:25-34
…………...…………………………...NO Mass Today

Weekday

2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14 & 16/Mk 12:13-17

5:15 PM……………………………....…..Paul Ritter
St. Charles Lwanga and Companions
2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef/Mk 12:18-27

9:15 AM……………………………..Marilyn Steffen
Easter Weekday
2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Mk 12:28-34

5:15 PM………………………...……...Clark Kepple
St. Boniface
2 Tm 3:10-17/Ps 119:157,160,161,165,166,168/Mk 12:35-37

8:00 AM…………………………….Dorothy Putney
8:30 AM……………………………...…..Exposition
2:00 PM…....Prayer with Reposition & Benediction
Weekday

2 Tm 4:1-8/Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22/Mk 12:38-44

4:30 PM……………………………...Kenneth Schmitt
The Most Holy Trinity

Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18

8:00 AM………………………..…Deceased Members
of the Frascht & McQuillen Families
10:30 AM………………..……..People of the Parish

Our Deepest Sympathy . . .
is extended to the family & friends of
Jack Patton (brother of Roxanne Meyers),
who passed away recently.
God, grant him eternal peace.
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

Pentecost Sunday

You can feel so small standing by the seashore. The vastness of all that is before you expands much farther than
your eye can see. What is happening on the other side? As
tides continue to ebb and flow, what occurs as they come
and go remains largely a mystery and the effects of their
presence unknown in your sight. Yet, things are moving
and changing as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of their presence is left behind. The greater the wind
and wave, the greater the effect. But even a gentle breeze
leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on which you
stand. The smallest pebble still makes a ripple in the great
blue expanse of ocean waters. It doesn’t need to be big.
You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture
or simplest of words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or
there, this or that can influence time and history in ways
you may never know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce
and torrential, and then almost still and silent, creating and
recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a
gusty wind, God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over,
around, and into the waters of our lives. The Spirit brings
fruit and unknown possibilities to what we humbly bring
with us and that same Spirit eventually brings all to fulfillment in Christ.
The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith and a willingness to go into unchartered territory
with a love of their friend-God, humble offerings, and a
knowledge that they were not alone. This allowed them to
do amazing things with very little. Do you believe that you
are being led and that you have a purposeful life? We often
do not realize our value because we do not think that the
little we have is good enough. How wrong we are! A little
flour mixed with water and embraced by a prayer of blessing transforms simple offerings into the magnificent Eucharistic presence of God. If the Holy Spirit can do such
amazing things with these humble gifts of the earth, even
more can happen with you. Don’t underestimate the value
of the smile you gave a stranger, the door held open for an
elderly widow, the listening ear offered to one who was
lonely, the tolerance given to the wounded soul who is angry, and the loving shoulder you offered as a cradle under
the head of someone in pain. Modest gifts offered with love
can be transformed by the
Spirit into wondrous blessings
you may never know.
It’s Pentecost. Trust.
You are not alone.
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Dear Parishioners,
Recently Archbishop Jackels announced that parishes in the Archdiocese are able to gather “for outreach to the poor,
for faith formation programs, and for the public celebration of Mass and Sacraments” beginning 30-31 May 2020,
Pentecost Sunday.
After consultation with the pastoral council, we will begin public Mass on the weekend of May 30-31, 2020. We understand that some may not yet be comfortable returning to public Mass, while others are anxious to return.
We will continue to broadcast Mass on Facebook.
As of now, Weekend Masses will be held at our regular times: Saturday at 4:30 pm and Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am.
(Cleaning/disinfecting will occur before/after each Mass.) Daily Mass times are listed in the bulletin.
Immaculate Conception Public Mass Guidelines as of May 30/31
1) Please do not attend Mass if you have underlying health conditions, a fever, cough, feel sick, etc., or do
not currently feel safe attending Mass. The Archbishop has dispensed the Sunday Obligation.
2) Observe physical distancing (6 feet) as you come to church – inside/outside, before/after.
Do not sit in the pews that are labeled with “Do Not Enter” signs.
Please do not move them to a different pew.
3) Hand sanitizer is available in the entryways of the church.
4) For now hymnals are removed from the pews. Bulletins will be available after Mass.
5) The collection basket will not be passed; rather baskets and/or boxes will be available in the church. An
electronic giving form is found on page four of this weekend’s bulletin. We still need your financial support.
Please consider signing up for electronic giving. Forms and a voided check may be sent to the office; direct
questions to Brenda, 228-1071.
6) There will be no holding of hands during the Our Father or the exchange of Peace.
7) Father Gary and Deacon Mike will distribute Holy Communion to you by walking between the pews.
Please stand in your pew to receive Holy Communion. There will be no distribution from the cup.
8) Other recommended practices include washing hands before/after Mass with soap and water, coughing
into your elbow, not touching your face and wearing a mask.
Above all, please pray: pray for patience and pray to practice radical charity. Over the next days and weeks, our
practices at Mass will inevitably change as we work through the logistics of gathering together in one place again.
We are doing everything we can to make Mass attendance as safe as possible! However, it cannot be made totally
‘risk-free.’ Thus, please use your best judgement in deciding when to return to public Mass.
As the Archbishop stated, “Gathering for faith formation programs, and for public celebration of Mass and Sacraments are important practices of our holy Catholic Faith. But so is charity, inspiring our care for the poor, and our devotion to the common good,
which inspires the precautions we’re taking. We eventually want the pews filled, and programs well-attended, it just might take some
time. Prayers for the end of the pandemic’s threat, as well as patience and cooperation are what’s needed most right now. May God
bless us all.”
Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. Gary A. Mayer
Pastor

Eucharistic First Friday Adoration
Friday, June 5th, 2020
Following the 8:00 a.m. Mass till 2:00 p.m.
Time: A Priceless Offering.

I.C. Parish is responsible for
delivering Meals on Wheels
the weeks of
June 22-26 AND June 29-July 3
Contact Steve Meyer
at 641-228-2460 if you would
like to volunteer.
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

Without a quiet, focused prayer time, we can lose
our ability to be at peace, to be still and listen.
But when we do pray, asking the Holy Spirit to
help us, He pours His love into our hearts and
nothing on earth can take it away.
A sign-up sheet is located in the
front entrance of the church.
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
We Are Never Alone
My children want my help sometimes, and other times, not so much.
I remember being a teenager and young adult myself. At times, I
thought I knew everything. I didn’t need help because I was just so darn
smart. Truth is, I needed to find my own way. I needed to stretch my
wings and prove to myself and my family I could fly. I assume that is
what is happening with my own children as well. It just seems so
different now that I’m the parent.
Human beings need help. We need community, and we need to rely
on one another. At Pentecost, we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church
a helper, the Holy Spirit. God interacting with us in this manner means
we are never truly alone. We focus most of the time on the Spirit of God
as the assistance we need, and we do need Him for sure. However, since
it is that very same Spirit that turned us into “Church” from a band of
people looking to carry on after Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained
more than divine help: we gained each other.
Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on
the Holy Spirit to blow through the Church with a profound renewal.
But we cannot forget that we have been given each other to lean on as
well. We are a gift to each other, and together with the Spirit’s help, we
are the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be strong and stand for
one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with
us for many Pentecosts to come.
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

St. Augustine’s Prayer
to the Holy Spirit

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
that my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
that I love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,
to defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,
that I always may be holy.
Amen.

Calvary Cemetery Urns
The Calvary Cemetery Board has urns available for sale at $1,350.00 per urn.
Part of the purchase price is used to purchase the urn and the remainder is
placed in a perpetual care fund with the generated income being used for
planting geraniums and greenery, keeping the flowers trimmed and watered
for the season and preparing the urns for the winter. Please call the I.C. Parish
Office at 641-228-1071 for more information or to purchase an urn.
Thank you!
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

5

Pentecost Sunday

Adopt - a -Lot Volunteers . . .

Team Work as Tom Palmersheim
and Joe Foxen clear debris from the
parking lot area between I.C. Church
and behind the public library.
Promoted through the Social Justice Committee, additional clean-up crews will be
needed to assist before the Fourth of July and in early September in efforts to keep the
downtown looking its best in coordination with the Charles City Design Committee
of Community Revitalization.

Thank You . . .
for the cards and prayers
we received for our
50th Wedding Anniversary!
~ Dennis & Joyce Tierney

Thank You, Volunteers!

pause a moment for an early morning photo
on Wed., May 27th near the Cedar River.
(L to R) Cathy Ott, Tom & Pat Palmersheim,
Jim Davis, Sherry & Bruce Cannon.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful
and enkindle in them the fire of your love.
V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.
Let us pray. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in His consolation.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Did you know kids between ages 8 and 18 spend an average of
7.5 hours in front of screens each day? Is it time for a digital detox?

Technology has been great during this time of social distancing. We meet, go to school, communicate with
others, and entertain ourselves all through a simple click or swipe. However, all this technology can, at
times, over run our lives and keep us from having healthy and meaningful conversations with our families.
Additionally, as parents, we have to be more diligent in what our kids are doing and seeing online. It’s all a
bit overwhelming. Is it time for your family to do a digital detox? Check out CovenantEyes.com for more
information!
“CovenantEyes.com: Digital Detox provides information to help train your kids to use technology wisely,
questions to ask them, and fun activities you can do together as a family.” Check out their website:
https://learn.covenanteyes.com/digital-detox-stay-home-edition/

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
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I.C. students in FFA
offered helping hands at the local
NE Iowa Emergency Mobile Food Bank
on May 20th, 2020.
This was the third food distribution
in Charles City, offering assistance
to over 150 households
for approximately 300 individuals.
Evan Bjelica, Drew Staudt
and Alec Staudt prepare to
load boxes in car trunks.

Lydia Staudt added
jello cups to open trunks.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Download our app for daily deals

Fingers & Toes
Marianne Carolan

Featuring 3 Tanning Beds & All
Your Sock & Handware Needs

(641) 228-4592
3077 155th Street • Charles City, IA

Jeremy Rogstad, Agent
717A Kelly Mall
Charles City, IA 50616
Bus: 641-228-1537

Marlowe Jung, Owner

Here
to Help
L  

Life
Right!
Sgo
F
I T.®

220 N Main St
Charles City, IA

641-330-2963
charlescity@snapfitness.com

(641) 228-5714

sales@swartzrock.com
www.swartzrock.com
Salesmen: Steve Swartzrock,
Lonnie West, & Tom Shekleton

Kevin Herron 641-228-9909

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

641-228-1726

		

10% Veteran Discount

Corn Bids call

Do-It-All SERVICES llc

DDG Offers call

doitallservicesllc@gmail.com
DoItAllServicesllc.com

641-715-3019
SEPTIC WORK
AND DEMOLITION

Water Restoration • Fire Restoration
Mold Remediation • Full House Cleanout

641-715-3058

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Brad Cole | 641.426.5426

I Make Car Buying Easy!

SCOTT DEETZ
Call or Text

641-530-3611

Immaculate Conception, Charles City, IA

A 4C 02-1058

Quade Construction Co.
1207 S. Grand Ave. #2
Charles City, IA 50616

Steve Hubert,
President

641-228-2102

641-228-6398

JENSEN ELECTRIC
Looking for a Reliable Electrician?
Reach out to Jensen Electric

Visit a Simple

Memorial
Monsignor Edward C. Petty

(Servicing both Residential & Farmers)

722 7th Avenue SE
Dyersville, IA 52040

JEFF: 641-330-4105
BLAKE: 641-330-9165

The5truths Foundation

Shankland Insurance
Staci Ackerson
641-228-7436

641-228-3525
Like us on

641-228-4211

Charles City, IA
James M. Fullerton
Alyssa N. Fullerton

Dave’s Restaurant

www.fullertonfh.com

America’s Hometown Restaurant
809 S. Grand Ave. • Charles City, IA

641-228-7162

BRET , BOB &
PETE KLOBERDANZ
200 N. Main St. • Ste. 2 • Charles City, IA
(641) 228-3516 • www.charlescityins.com

EXCAVATING CORP.

Authorized Dealer For

Charles City, IA • (641) 228-7965

www.kammexcavating.com
kammexcavating@gmail.com

Your Complete Auction Service...
• On Site, Ours or Yours
• Farm Retirement Auction
• Estate Farm Machinery Auction
www.wrightzauctionco.com • 641-398-2218 • Inventory Reduction Auction
• Equipment Appraisals
1406 Hwy 218 Floyd, IA 50435
Scott & Lisa Wright - Owners • Machinery Hauling

Dennis P. Donovan, PC
Certified Public Accountant

302 N. Grand Ave. | Ste 10 | Charles City, IA

641-228-1061

dpdonovan@mchsi.com | dennisdonovancpa.com

(641)228-2550

1407 S Grand Ave. • Charles City, IA

Subway

Red Roof Auctions LLC
Estates • Real Estate
Farm & Construction Equipment
Consignment Auctions • On-site Auctions

First Citizens Bank

Jim Frisbie, Parishioner

300 N Main St • Charles City • 641-228-5315
www.myfcb.bank

(641) 330-6620

1303 SOUTH GRAND • CHARLES CITY, IA

(641) 257-6417 | www.mickgage.com

REMEMBER YOUR
PARISH
IN YOUR WILL
BLUHM’S GREENHOUSE
Serving the Charles City Area Since 1987

Prompt Professional Service
Sales & Service on all brands
221 N. Main • Charles City, IA

641-330-6847

Tom Bock, Owner • (641) 228-1521
www.TJServiceAppliances.com

2545 7 Mile Road • Charles City

DIVERSIFIED FASTENING SYSTEMS OF AMERICA
501 Richings, Charles City, IA USA 228-1162

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501
Bill Feller, JD* • Erich Feller, RICP®

Financial Advisors

www.fellerandassociates.com • (641) 228-4574
120 N. Main Street • Charles City, IA 50616
Insurance products from the Principle Financial Group® are issued by Principal National Life Ins Co (except in NY), Principal Life Ins Co. Securities and advisory products offered through Principal Securities,
Inc. 800/247-1737, member SIPC. Principal National, Principal Life and Principal Securities are members of the Principal Financial Group®, Des Moines, IA 50392. Bill Feller, Jenny Loeckle, & Erin Feller Principal
National and Principal Life Financial Representative, Principal Securities Registered Representatives, Financial Advisors. Feller & Associates is not an affiliate of any company of the Principal Financial Group®.
* JD is an educational degree and holder does not provide legal services of the companies of the Principal Financial Group®. t17013108z8

CHARLES CITY AERONAUTICS
Air Taxi - Flight Instruction
and Maintenance
North East Iowa Regional Airport
Charles City • 3129 Hwy 18

641-228-3553

		

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Kronlage & Olson, P.C.
Certified Public Accounts

John C. Olson, CPA

117 N. Jackson Street
Charles City, IA 50616-2036
Ph: 641-228-5900 | F: 641-228-1513

Immaculate Conception, Charles City, IA

A 4C 02-1058

