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GENERAL INFOR-
MATION 

 

JPiiOmaha.org 
 

 
1221 S. 71st St. • Omaha, NE 
68106 
 
 

Phone 402.557.5575 
FAX 402.557.5576 

OPEN WIDE  
THE DOORS TO CHRIST 

MASS TIMES 
 

Confession available 30 minutes prior 
to every Mass 
 
 

Sunday…………….….....10:30 am 
…………………………….8:30 pm 
Monday…….…….……….5:30 pm 
Tuesday…...….…............5:30 pm 
Wednesday…….……......5:30 pm 
Thursday……...……...…..8:30 pm 
Friday………..……….…...5:30 pm 
Saturday……...…….........9:30 am 
 

4:30 Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri Adoration 
and Benediction 

CLERGY 
 

Rev. Dan Andrews, MA, MDiv 
Director/Pastor 
drandrews@archomaha.org 
ext. 4028 
 
 

Rev. Andrew Roza, STL 
Associate Pastor/ 
Vocations Director 
ajroza@archomaha.org 
ext. 3011 
 
 

Deacon Jim Keating, Ph.D. 
Catechist & Spiritual Director 
JamesKeating@creighton.edu 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
 
We may walk many roads when we search for God, and He leads us all the while. The men we 
honor today were not Jews. The Messiah wasn’t coming for them, not in the minds of Jesus’ 
contemporaries. These men were astrologers. They were adept at reading portents in the sky, a 
practice condemned in the Mosaic covenant. Still, to the best of their knowledge and aware-
ness, they were seeking the truth. This truth led them to journey from their own homeland to 
honor a king they’d never met, one they couldn’t be sure truly existed. “‘We saw his star at its 
rising and have come to do him homage.’” Who do you know seeks God so tenaciously? 
  
“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,” the Gospel tells us. Who are the seekers in your own 
life? Maybe it’s your cautiously curious co-worker, the neighbor who unexpectedly found peace 
on a yoga retreat, or your desperately angry child who has chosen, for now, to go their own 
way. Perhaps they’re not overtly headed for Jesus now, not yet. But they may well be seekers 
of truth in ways we didn’t expect. Our invitation is to listen, inquire, and give directions when ap-
propriate. 
 
The magi and modern-day seekers can inspire us as well. When is the last time you sought 
God’s truth so tenaciously? As believers, it can perhaps be easy to become desensitized to the 
Christmas season and to the miraculous reality we recently celebrated. Mass may have been 
lovely, but so was the succulent roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, and the warm glow of 
family. Consider asking yourself, “God, do I know you as well as I should? Would I journey as 
far as the magi to meet You, if I could? Do I journey to meet You daily in prayer? What do those 
answer say about me, and about our relationship?” Perhaps we, like the magi, can once again 
be “overjoyed” at seeing the Light of the World. 
 

JANUARY 5, 2020 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Have you ever experienced a time in your life when  
everything came together and became abundantly 
clear? You may have been confused about something, 
in the dark, at a point of doubt, or unclear as to how to 
act. You may have questioned someone’s motivation 
and found yourself coming to the wrong conclusion. 
Then out of nowhere, the insight came and reality 
dawned. You experienced an epiphany of sorts! Today, 
we celebrate Christ’s manifestation to all of the nations 
of the world. Has it dawned on you yet that Jesus Christ 
is the answer humanity has been seeking? Jesus is truly 
the beginning and end of all things and the key to under-
standing God’s presence in every human heart. Once 
this real Epiphany dawns on us, we can never see God, 
ourselves, or one another in any other way. The Divine 
Light illumines everything and connects the dots. 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight 
under the rafters of a barn: Eternal Peace is sleeping in 
the hay, And Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed 
stable.* 
 
When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded 
Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you have 

never read it, search it out on the internet. Merton’s 
words are profound and paint a picture of the            
awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn King of Kings,  
lying in a simple straw bed. The shepherds and Wise 
Men are drawn to pay homage to the One who has been 
born above all others and brings with him hope for a 
broken world. 
 
As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to 
bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers and 
penances, next to those gifts of worldly wealth. What is 
it that you have to bring to the stable on this feast of the 
Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those prayers and      
penances lead to a new way of living, our gifts will be 
void of meaning. What we lay before him speaks to the 
change in us that he has given to us by his birth. Our 
daily stewardship is resembled in those gifts. If we are to 
truly echo the kingdom of God in our lives and actions, 
what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire 
selves. This baby will give his entire self for us, and his 
work must continue through our hands and feet. 
 
While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries 
Come after with our penances and prayers, 
And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay 
Beside the wise men’s golden jars.*  
*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton 



DAILY READINGS 
 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a 
 [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 
 11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-
 13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 
 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-
 20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 
 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 
 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading  
In the wake of Israel’s return from exile in Babylon, 
Isaiah prophesied the restoration of Jerusalem 
marked by gifts ranging from the “riches of the sea” 
to the “wealth of nations.” What gifts do you receive 
from your faith in Jesus?  
Second Reading  
Paul wrote of the “mystery” that was revealed to 
him; namely, the Gentiles and the Jews (all         
believers) were “coheirs, members of the same 
body” of Jesus Christ. Why might some people   
resist this message of inclusivity? 
Gospel Reading  
Matthew tells us that the visit of the magi was 
wrought with fear, danger, and deception. Why do 
you think the good news of Jesus Christ remains 
today a threat to some people in the world?  

BULLETIN & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Any submissions for the bulletin or announcements are 
due Monday at Noon. All bulletin and announcement 
information submitted will be subject to review for    
content and editing due to space availability.  Please 
submit requests to:  info@JPiiOmaha.org. 

GET INVOLVED! 

Join the Choir! .................. .Michael.Stevens@JPiiOmaha.org 
Community Events ................. Katie.Winkler@JPiiOmaha.org 
Sacristan/Altar Server ...... Renee.Hendricks@JPiiOmaha.org 
General Questions ................. Katie.Winkler@JPiiOmaha.org 
Live Here! ........................... Lauren.Hankes@JPiiOmaha.org 
Knights of Columbus ......................... KofC16680@gmail.com 

FOCUS BIBLE STUDY 

Alex Pandolfo ........................ Alexander.Pandolfo@focus.org 
Amber Klein ...................................... Amber.Klein@focus.org 
Brian Couri ......................................... Brian.Couri@focus.org 
Morgan Heimes ........................... Morgan.Heimes@focus.org 
Miranda Ketteler ......................... Miranda.Ketteler@focus.org 

SACRAMENTS 

Contact the parish office……………...……….402.557.5575 
 

Reconciliation: Available 30 minutes before every Mass  
 

RCIA: Katie Winkler 
 ext. 3036 or Katie.Winkler@JPiiOmaha.org 
   

Marriage/Weddings: Katie Winkler  
 ext. 3036 or Katie.Winkler@JPiiOmaha.org 
 **At least 6 months before the wedding date 
 

Priesthood/Consecrated Life: Father Andrew Roza 
 ext. 3011 or ajroza@archomaha.org 
 

STAY CONNECTED 

 

Text BeNotAfraid to 84576 to receive text message  
updates about events and opportunities at JPII  
Newman. 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

JPiiOmaha 

@JPiiOmaha 

JPiiOmaha 

JPiiOmaha.org 

 Mon. Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat.  Sun.  Sun. 

 NO MASS NO MASS NO MASS NO MASS NO MASS NO MASS 10:30 AM 8:30 PM 

Sacristan       J. Flaxbeard A. Nigro 

Server #1        J. Flaxbeard A. Nigro 

Server #2            J. Carroll L. Aviles 

Server #3       B. Duke J. Paranoble 

Server #4             J. Stoffolano D. Robertson 

Reader       L. Kopp D. Krawczyk 

Usher #1            Volunteer  

Usher #2            Volunteer  



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John Paul II Newman Center, Omaha, NE A 4C 02-1062

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan to place an ad today! 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2659

RESTAURANT • CATERING 
THE ELMWOOD ROOM
Weekend Brunch 9-2 

(402) 933-3115 • www.beaconhills.com

Aksarben Village
402.933.3583

www.paulislounge.com

Aksarben Village + 
4 additional locations!

Juice for the Journey 
Energizing your Body and Mind

JUICESTOPSMOOTHIES.COM78th & Dodge Street 
390-2000

 

123rd & K Plaza 
334-9511 

 

147th & Maple Road 
491-0900

IDEAS
THAT
MATTER
emspacegroup.com

Rick Bettger 
Owner

We have
Loaner Cars!
OmahaCarCare.com

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan to place an ad today! 
kfinnegan@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2659

Boys Town 
Internal Medicine
Healthcare Conveniently 

Located Near You

 
72nd Street Clinic

7205 W. Center Road
Suite 103

Omaha, NE  68124
(402) 392-7600

 

boystownhospital.org


