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Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time September 2, 2018
Processional: #482 Hail Redeemer King Divine
Recessional: #481 Crown Him With Many Thorns

Good People of Good Counsel,
In recent weeks we have seen a flood of information come to light regarding terrible, stomach-turning
abuse committed by priests and bishops. In the midst of all this, I want to take a moment and share
with you how much I enjoy being the Vocation Director for our Diocese. In an age when dark clouds
hang over the priesthood of Jesus Christ, there are still so many young men who are being called to
heroically give their lives to the Church for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.
I have the immense joy of meeting with these young men on a regular basis. They are a source of encouragement for me. I want to share with you an email I received this week from one of our seminarians:
“The recent news has not discouraged me as a seminarian, it’s encouraged and motivated me. It’s
apparent, as a result of these stories, that the Catholic Church desperately needs holy priests. Bishop
Michael Barber joined us for a powerful Day of Recollection yesterday, speaking on the recent scandals and our vocations, encouraging us to make a difference by being saints.”
During turbulent times, saints are what the Church needs. And God will raise up saints to guide us
through this mess. Do not allow discouragement and fear to be in control as you look out and see the
waves caused by storms coming from every direction. But fix your eyes on Jesus Christ who walks
on those waves.
The devil does his best to tie knots. But Our Lord and His Blessed Mother are able to untie
them. We are not afraid of the truth. Jesus is the Truth, and the truth will set us free.
Last Sunday during his homily, Fr. Mattingly read a letter from our Bishop. In that letter he asked for
each parish to offer a special Mass, For the Forgiveness of Sins. I would like to offer this Mass for
our Sunday Liturgies on the weekend of September 22 & 23. We will wear purple vestments, remove
any festive decorations from our sanctuary and have music appropriate to the tone of this liturgy.
Between now and this upcoming September weekend, please continue to pray and offer many mortifications for the Church, for our Bishop, priests, and seminarians. We need saints. May the Good
Lord provide our diocese with great saints and may you be counted in their number.
In Christ and Mary,
Fr. Johnson

Mass Intentions
Monday, September 3 - St. Gregory
Noon: Christiana Reasor
Tuesday, September 4- Weekday
Noon: Tommy Eckels
Wednesday, September 5– St. Teresa of Calcutta
Noon: +Virginia Doyle
Thursday, September 6– Weekday
Noon: John Eckels
Friday, September 7– First Friday
Noon: Our Purgatorial Society
Saturday, September 8 - Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 a.m.: Alex Stockard
4:00 p.m. Sean Rock
Sunday, September 9- 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m. Our Parishioners & Benefactors
11:00 a.m. Jim Schneweis

Last Week’s Giving to God’s Work:
$7,944.35
Thank you for your continued support of our
parish home.

Good Counsel Upcoming Calendar
September 7, First Friday Devotions following
the Noon Mass
September 6-9: Couples retreat at Conception
Abbey
September 9, Sunday: Choir practice starts after
the 9 a.m. Mass
September 9, Sunday: Art display & doughnuts
in the Parish Hall after both Masses
September 13, Thursday: Men’s Porch Night
October 7, Sunday 3:00 p.m. Coast to Coast
Rosary Rally
“Faith in action is love— and love in action is
service.”
- St.Teresa of Calcutta

Our Lady of Good Counsel Art Festival
Sunday, September 9th, 10am-4pm
at Our Lady of Good Counsel parish hall and
parking lot

Westport’s annual art fair occurs the September
7th-9th weekend. This year, Our Lady of Good
Counsel Parish will showcase our own Catholic
art festival. Be sure to stick around after both the
9am and 11am Masses on September 9th for coffee
and doughnuts in the parish hall.
In addition to socializing, you will have the
opportunity to witness the talents of some terrific
local Catholic artists who are promoting beauty,
truth, and goodness.
If you are an artist and would like to share your
own talents, you are encouraged to join us. We
are happy to have any visual artists, bakers,
singers, writers, musicians, actors.
Tables and chairs will be provided for booths.
Please sign up in the back of church if you are
interested.
Any questions call:
Marie (Orsinger) Justin (551) 991 - 9496
or Kathy (816) 561 - 0400.
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816-392-0011

Jenifer Valenti
Diocesan Ombudsman
816-812-2500

The Diocese of Kansas City is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If
you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: (1) Call the
Missouri Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3737 (if the victim is currently under the age of
18); (2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911; (3) After reporting to
these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or
vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at 816. 812.2500 or
JeniferValenti@att.net, if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to
providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact the Victim Advocate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more information

