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 of Divine Mercy 
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“Jesus, I trust in YOU” 



 

The Twenty-Ninth Sunday In Ordinary Time October 18, 2020      

 

Good People of Good Counsel,  

  

This week in our Gospel for Mass, we hear: “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God.” (Matt 22:21) 

  

These words from our Lord give us a good chance to reflect on our duty as citizens, especially in 

light of our upcoming Presidential election.  Recently, our good Bishop wrote a pastoral letter on  

voting.  I don’t have the space in this bulletin to reprint the entire letter, and I encourage you to read 

the full text of our Bishop which can be found on the Diocesan website: kcsjcatholic.org  

  

In his Pastoral Letter: Preparing to Vote, Bishop Johnston reinforces that voting is a moral act that 

requires a well-formed conscience and the exercise of prudence.  Bishop Johnston also makes some 

clear distinctions for us.  We are not voting for a particular personality that we might like or dislike, 

but we are instead voting for what we believe each candidate will do or won’t do while holding  

office.  The Bishop also distinguishes between ‘policies’ that are changeable, and ‘principles’ that  

are fundamental truths and the foundation of our beliefs as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

  

In his letter, Bishop Johnston states that:  

  

“A Catholic voter would do well to weigh a candidate’s position on each of these essential  

God-given rights that government has a duty to protect, beginning with the right to life.  All persons 

of every race and nation are created in the image and likeness of God and therefore possess both  

dignity and a right to life from the first moment of conception.  As Pope Francis personally expressed 

to me and the other bishops of Region IX in our recent ad limina visit with him this past January, the 

right to life for the unborn child is the preeminent issue because it is fundamental; without this first 

right, the right to life, there can be no other rights.    

  

I encourage you to study prayerfully the political platforms of the parties.  Each party clearly states 

their position on critical life issues such as abortion, destructive research on human embryos,  

euthanasia and assisted suicide, the appointment of judges and Supreme Court Justices and  

conscience rights.  Although individual candidates’ positions and actions do not always and  

everywhere correspond to their respective party platforms, platforms do offer a good insight into the 

agendas of the candidates and how they intend to use power if elected.  

Again, there can be legitimate debate between parties and candidates as to the best policy to address 

an issue; however, this is not the same as disagreement on fundamental principles.    

The question prayerfully to ask ourselves then, is whether it is permissible to vote for a candidate 

whose positions oppose the truth of fundamental principles because one likes the  

candidate’s policy stance on other issues.”  

  

  

In Christ and Mary,  

Fr. Johnson  
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The Diocese of Kansas City is committed to combating sexual abuse  

in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or  

suspect sexual abuse: (1) Call the Missouri Abuse Hotline at 

1.800.392.3737 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18); (2)  

Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911; (3) After  

reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected 

sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, 

at 816.812.2500 or , if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or 

volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a 

sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims 

of sexual abuse and their families.  Please contact the Victim Advocate, 

Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org for 

more information 

Mass Intentions:     

Monday,  October 19– St. John BreBeuf 

 Noon:  +Virginia Doyle 

Tuesday,  October 20– St. Paul of the Cross 

Noon: Douglas Pickering  

Wednesday,  October 21-Weekday 

Noon:  +Father Evan Harkins 

Thursday,  October 22–St. John Paul ll 

 Noon:  Our Purgatorial society  

Friday,  October 23-Weekday 

 Noon:  Frankie Taylor 

Saturday,  October 24– Blessed Virgin Mary  

 9:00am Noah Metcalf 

 4:00am +Letha Hollingsworth  

Sunday, October 25–30th Sunday In Ordinary 

Time  

8:00 am:  +Virginia Giordano 

 9:30 am:  +Father Evan Harkins 

11:00am:   Our Parishioners & Benefactors          

 

Last Week’s Giving to God’s Work   

 

Week of  October 10/11  $10,060.00 

 

ACA Numbers: 

$0 of $29,000 (Parish Goal) 

0 of 240 Parish Households have given* 

 

*Specific numbers for the ACA will begin to be 

collected in the coming weeks.  If we can get 

100% of our parish households to make a gift to 

the ACA, it will be a great sign of our support to 

Bishop Johnston who is our chief shepherd and 

the successor to the apostles for us. 

 

All collections are received with the baskets in 

the back of church where you can drop off your  

contribution envelope.  Thank you for your  

continued support of our parish!  

 

RCIA meets Monday, October 19th 

in the parish hall at 7pm. 

Formed Code: XKPN2C 

 

Be sure to check out our parish website and  

Facebook page for the latest updates. 

www.goodcounselkc.org 

ACA 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Last week began a yearly collection taken up by 

the Bishop called the ‘ACA’.  This money goes to 

fund the operating cost of the various chancery 

departments. 

 

Many of those departments provide direct  

assistance to us as a parish.  One of those  

departments is the Vocation Office, which our 

pastor Fr. Johnson is in charge of.  The education 

of our seminarians is the single greatest expense 

we have as a Diocese.  Your support of the ACA 

helps many things, but in particular, you are  

directly assisting in building up the future 

priests who will serve you. 

 

Please prayerfully consider what you can give to 

the ACA this year.  There are envelopes for this 

collection found in the back of church. 

__________________________________________ 

 

“You are called to stand up for life! To respect and 

defend the mystery of life always and everywhere, 

including the lives of unborn babies, giving real 

help and encouragement to mothers in  difficult  

situations. You are called to work and pray against 

abortion.”     -Pope St. John Paul II 
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James A. Hart, J.D., CPA
Former IrS Agent

Tax MaTTers, Business ForMaTion,

Wills, TrusTs, PoWers oF aTTorney

Hartlawcompany.com   (816) 822-4000

Commercial HVAC Contractor

913-281-7200
www.dmi-kc.com

816-444-2060 
www.muehlebachchapel.com

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial

We are an Independent Agency with Over 30 Years of Experience

33 Ward Parkway Ste 124  • Kansas City, MO 64114

Office: 816-361-6442 | Toll Free: 800-878-6443

info@nestelinsurance.com 
www.nestelinsurance.com

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

Buy one Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner Combo meal 
and get one of equal or lesser value FREE

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Please present coupon when ordering. 

 Not valid with any other offer. Expires January 31, 2021 

Code 016

REDEEMABLE ONLY AT:
24 Highway McDonald’s 

11700 East US Highway 24 
Independence, MO

Eastland McDonald's 
18910 East US Highway 40 

Independence, MO

Susquehanna McDonald’s 
16235 East US Highway 24 

Independence, MO

40 Highway McDonald’s 
920 SW US Highway 40 

Blue Springs, MO

North 7 McDonald’s 
814 NW State Route 7 

Blue Springs, MO

Woods Chapel McDonald’s 
1515 NW Woods Chapel Rd 

Blue Springs, MO

South 7 McDonald’s 
3116 South 7 Highway 

Blue Springs, MO

Chouteau McDonald’s 
4400 N Chouteau Traffic Way 

Kansas City, MO

Broadway McDonald’s 
3741 Broadway Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO

Red Bridge McDonald’s 
11001 Hickman Mills Drive 

Kansas City, MO®

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (414) 282-1539


