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. From Father Michael 

 

The Kingdom of God 

 

What is the kingdom of heaven like? Jesus pulls out all the 

stops to find metaphors that will fit into everyday experi-

ence, to find down-to-earth images that can give his fol-

lowers clues about where to glimpse God at work. God's 

reign is a treasure. It's a unique pearl. It's an action se-

quence: throw a net into the water and see what you 

catch. Now sort through the stuff. What's worth keeping? 

Is the kingdom of heaven there? Do you see it? Do you get 

it yet? 

 

Where would Jesus find images for twenty-first-century 

parables? 

 

Maybe the reign of God is like a new opportunity at school. 

Or like a new job. It might mean a transfer-a bit scary, but 

it could be a new start, an adventure. The presence of God 

can be seen in a young athlete or dancer or musician, 

someone staying with the practice schedule, patiently put-

ting in the hours, with few seeing all the effort, waiting for 

a chance to step onto the stage and shine. 

 

God's reign was once like a woman who swept out the 

whole house looking for a coin and had a party when she 

found it. Is that reign anywhere near her distant cousin, 

who fears an important file has been erased from her 

hard drive? God, how am I going to recover all that work? 

 

Where does Jesus find stuff for parables today? The king-

dom of heaven is like a new singing group, a good meal, a 

day off? Are we looking for the reign of God in cliches? 

This isn't about finding cute little images. It's more subtle 

than that. 

 

Is God really in these simple things? What is the kingdom 

of heaven like? The kingdom of heaven is where nothing is 

wasted.- 
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Questions of the Week: 

 

Adults: What would you be willing to “sell”, or do with-

out, in order to achieve your dreams for yourself or your 

family? �

�

Children: What good thing do you want so much that you 

would give up something else to get it? 



ST. JOHN / ST. BERNARD                           

Pastor          Father Michael Erpelding ......     712-423-2656 

stjohnparishhall@msn.com                    www.stjohnonawa.com 

Secretary  / DRE  Colleen Maule .....                  712-423-1004 

stjohnparishhall@msn.com   

Office hours:7 am—12pm Monday, Tuesday , Wednesday & Thursday                 

 

MASS SCHEDULE :  

Mon No Mass.. ……………………….………………. …….0:00 am 

Tue               No Mass ................... ……………………………..….9:00am 

Wed              No Mass…..Blencoe).……………...7:30 am 

Thurs            No Mass…………………………… ………………......0:00am 

Fri                 NO Mass ................................... ……..…….…..9:00 am 

Sat                No Mass………………………………………………….0:00 pm 

Sun               Ray & Maryanne Muller…..….…………………….9:00am         

 

Stewardship              St. John    7/19 

Envelopes/Loose        $  1698.00                

building                       $      

Candles                       $      . 

E-offering                    $     134.70 

Needy Fund                $       

Holy land                    $        

Catholic Relief            $      0.00   

Retired/Infirm            $       

St. Bernard                 $     370.00 

                

Total:                           $  2202.70 

 

St. John Registered Families………………………………..185 

 

ST. JOSEPH 

  Pastor       Father Michael Erpelding 712-946-5635 

  stjoseph@longlines.com                 WWW.STJOESALIX.COM 

  Secretary     Mary Lynn Nelson .........               712-946-5635 

  stjoseph@longlines.com                        Cell 712-281-0107 

  DRE Kathy Jo Mitchell ............                          712-212-3867 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE:  

 Mon         No Mass………… ....... …………………………..….…...0:00am 

 Tue          No Mass...…...…..…… ....... ……………………….......0:00am 

 Wed         No Mass………….……… ...... ……………..…...…..…..0.00pm 

 Thurs       No Mass……………………………….…………………….9:00am          

  Fri           No Mass……………….…… ..... …………...…………...0:00 pm 

  Sat         Darlene Ellis……………………………………………. ...4:00 pm  

  Sun      Parishioners of Sts.Joseph, John & Bernard…..11:00 am 

 

STEWARDSHIP        St. Joseph      7/18-7/19  

Envelopes         $ 2860.00 

Loose:                $     28.00       

Candles:            $           

Cemetery PC     $                

E-offering:         $   110.00 

Maintenance    $   115.00        

Emergency       $   . 

Food Pantry      $     25.00  

Mow & snow    $      20.00 

Memorial  for 

Jim Konz          $   400.00 

 TOTAL:                    $_3558.00 

 

 St. Joseph Registered Families  ……………………...209 

WEEK OF JULY 26, 2020 

ST. JOHN   

LECTORS SERVERS EMS GIFT BEARERS USHERS 

  

 Elmwood 

  

ROSARY 

 

Homebound 

Greeters 

 

    

 

ST. JOSEPH  — 

LECTORS SERVERS EMS GIFT BEARERS USHERS 

     

     

—Rosary 

 

  14- Greeters 

 

 

     

Stewards                 

             

 Homebound  

 

 Liturgy/ Word 

 

 



ST. JOHN/ ST. BERNARD      JULY 26, 2020     ST. JOSEPH 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISHES: 

Father Patrick O’Kane, Midge Stanley,  Madonna 

Dodd, Shirley Turner, Esther Mac Clure,  Loretta Si-

moff, Doe Walker, Pete Mortensen, John Heister-

kamp, Charlotte Zortman, Rosemary Kirby, Florence 

Ibsgaard, Gina Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson 

Bramow, & Sherry Wince.  If you know of someone 

who is ill and needs our prayers, and would like to be 

listed, or if you no longer need to be listed, please 

contact Colleen @ office  423-1004 

 

As we try to return to a semblance of normalcy, the 

Church will be open Monday thru Thursday from 7 

am until noon. Daily Mass will be said in either the 

Church or the Chapel, depending on the number of 

people attending. Please follow all the social distanc-

ing guidelines when entering the Church or the build-

ing. Do not enter the offices unless you are wearing 

a mask and try to stay at least 6 feet apart. We ap-

preciate all your precautions as we want you to stay 

healthy and we want to stay healthy. Thank you 

 

Since the suspension of Masses has been lifted, 

priests of the diocese and the faithful will be fol-

lowing specific protocols outlined in May by the 

COVID task force for attending Mass. The proto-

cols will include spacing pews, mandatory face 

masks, availability of hand sanitizer at the en-

trances of church, and the use of social distanc-

ing. 

  

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains 

dispensed for Catholics in the Sioux City Dio-

cese until the end of the calendar year. The el-

derly, more vulnerable and high-risk parishion-

ers are reminded that although Mass is being of-

fered it is recommended that they remain home 

at this time. However, Mass is open to all. 

__________________________________________________ 

Father will be gone  this week on retreat. Please call 

the office or Colleen at home if any emergency oc-

curs. 712-574– 1027 

_________________________________________ 

________What Makes Us Laugh:—————      

 

A Minnesotan decided to try ice fishing.  He started 

to chop a hole in the ice when he heard a deep voice 

saying, “There are no fish.”  The Minnesotan hesitat-

ed a moment and started chopping again.  The voice 

repeated, “There are no fish.”  The Minnesotan said, 

“Is that, You, God?”  The voice said, “No, I am the 

manager of the skating rink.” 

Remember to pray for the sick of our Parishes.        

Father O’Kane, Fran Mitchell, Nainna Gnat, Jeri Greiner, 

Mike Franken, , David Bogenrief, Linda Donnelly, Sue La-

Croix,   Bryson   Harder, Justin Lamoureux, Sophie Helvey,  

Doreen  Becker,0  Roger Huot,,Tristan Parks, Colleen Eb-

ner ,Bailey Cleveland, Christian Case, Brady Worrell, Cal 

Worrell ,Connie Wagner, Kathy Clayton, Helen Martin, 

Glenda  Ullrich, Stella Serviss, Gerrie Lamoureux. Darrell 

Lux, Richard Hentges & Paula Wagner. For all who travel, 

grieve, those in the military,  veterans their families and 

our nations leaders. The candles burning on the Blessed 

Mother’s altar are for the military serving in foreign lands. 

 

 

Food Pantry is now open daily from 9:00am 

to 1:00 pm if you or if you know someone 

who needs food we are here to help. After 

hours call 490-1991 or 281-0107 and we can 

come in and help you out. We are open to the 

Westwood area. 

I would like to thank everyone for their kind 

words of support during the loss of my 

brother Jim from Pilot Point, Texas. Thanks 

to Sandra for helping me out in the office 

while I was gone. Thanks again really appre-

ciate it. Mary Lynne 

 

________What Makes Us Laugh:—————   

    

Why couldn’t Jonah trust the ocean?                         

He just knew there was something fishy about it.�

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a 

purpose.                                                                                       

Mosquitoes come close, though.�

What kind of car does Jesus typically drive?                                                                       

A Christler.�

What do you get if you cross a Jehovah’s Witness 

and a Unitarian?                                                            

Someone who goes around knocking on doors for 

no apparent reason.�

What excuse did Adam give his children about why 

he no longer lived in Eden?                                          

Your mother ate us out of house and home!�

Which servant of God was the most flagrant law-

breaker in the Bible?                                                            

Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

Please pray for our clergy and reli-

gious as they strive to help us navi-

gate our new “normal” during this 

time of uncertainty in our lives. 

 

St. Martha of Bethany 

 

“Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." This 

unique statement in John's gospel tells us of the 

special relationship Jesus had with Martha, her sis-

ter, and her brother. Apparently Jesus was a fre-

quent guest at Martha's home in Bethany, a small 

village two miles from Jerusalem. Many of us find it 

easy to identify with Martha in the story Luke tells. 

Martha welcomes Jesus and his disciples into her 

home and immediately goes to work to serve them. 

Hospitality is paramount in the Middle East and 

Martha believed in its importance. Imagine her frus-

tration when her sister Mary ignores the rule of 

hospitality and Martha's work in order to sit and 

listen to Jesus. Instead of speaking to her sister, 

she asks Jesus to intervene.Jesus' response is not 

unkind, which gives us an idea of his affection for 

her. He observes that Martha is worried about 

many things that distract her from really being pre-

sent to him. He reminds her that there is only one 

thing that is truly important -- listening to him. And 

that is what Mary has done. In Martha we see our-

selves -- worried and distracted by all we have to 

do in the world and forgetting to spend time with 

Jesus. It is, however, comforting to note that Jesus 

loved her just the same.The next visit shows how 

well Martha learned this lesson. She is grieving the 

death of her brother with a house full of mourners 

when she hears that Jesus has just come to the 

area. She gets up immediately and leaves the 

guests, leaves her mourning, and goes to meet 

him.Her conversation with Jesus shows her faith 

and courage. In this dialogue she states clearly 

without doubt that she believes in Jesus' power, in 

the resurrection, and most of all that Jesus is the 

Son of God.Jesus tells her that he is the resurrec-

tion and the life and then goes on to raise her 

brother from the dead. Our final picture of Martha 

in Scripture is the one that sums up who she was. 

Jesus has returned to Bethany some time later to 

share a meal with his good friends. In this home 

were three extraordinary people. We hear how 

brother Lazarus caused a stir when was brought 

back to life. We hear how Mary causes a commo-

tion at dinner by annointing Jesus with expensive 

perfume. But all we hear about Martha is the simple 

statement: "Martha served." She isn't in the spot-

light, she doesn't do showy things, she doesn't re-

ceive spectacular miracles. She simply serves Je-

sus. We know nothing more about Martha and what 

happened to her later. But wouldn't it be wonderful 

if the most important thing that could be said about 

us is "They served"? Martha is the patron saint of 

servants and cooks. 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John, Onawa, IA A 4C 02-1067

Contact Mike Metivier to place an ad today! 
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632

1016 10th Street 
Onawa, IA 51040

(712) 422-2481
www.hoffmaninsuranceagency.com

100 Years in Business
322 W. 7th St. | (712) 258-3388

McClintock 
Insurance Inc.

(712) 277-4600 
www.mcclintockinsurance.com

Doug Zima
Financial Advisor • Charitable Gifting 

401K • IRAs • Estate Planning
420-6207 • www.zimainv.com

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. a broker-dealer 
member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc.,  

a Registered Investment Adviser. Cambridge and Zima Investments are not affiliated.

Zima Investments

Kirby’sKirby’s  
Corner MarketCorner Market
458-2521 • Whiting 
open 7am to 9pm

LOESS HILLS TRAVEL 
Master of Adventure for Royal Caribbean Cruise Line

JODIE JORDAN 
Jamaica Travel Specialist  

712-433-TRIP | LoessHillsTravel.com

Trademark Enterprises llc 
Your Full-Service Real Estate Source

 “Please let us help  
 you find your dream”

402-404-0364
17344 120th St 
Whiting, IA 51063

Brent McCall 
(712) 433-4500 
907 Iowa Ave 
Onawa,IA  
www.BrentMcCall.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company. Western Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. 
Health insurance policies are underwritten by health insurance carriers not directly affiliated with our companies. PB-8 (6-19)

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch  |  Crop  |  Health

Doyle Painting 
& Decorating

[x\

712.428.1555

For ALL Your Insurance Needs

(712) 423-1676 
www.fiestafoodsonawa.com 

1002 11th Street, Onawa

Pizza Post

712-428-7499 

Mention Ad & Get FREE Bread Sticks

MIKE’S REPAIR inc 

Auto Repair • Auto Body • Tires  
24 Hr Wreck Service • Oil Changes

Steven “Mike” Mareau

712-428-6456 
313 Beall St, Sloan, IA

The Best in the Midwest!
Prime Rib • Fish • Chicken

Salix, Iowa 
712•946•9993

SUNDAY BUFFET
BREAKFAST 8-10

BRUNCH 10-2

RiverFront 
C R O P  I N S U R A N C E

712-429-7509
Rita, Rick & Lee

510 Brown St • Sloan, IA

Crop Insurance  
Is Our Only Business


