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Elizabeth and Mary 
 

The Hebrew version of name Elizabeth is Elisheba, which 
means "God is fullness". This was also the name of the wife 
of Aaron, the first Hebrew priest. Appropriately, her hus-
band is also a priest. She is barren and elderly, so the cou-
ple have no children. In this regard she is similar to other 
famous women in the bible, including Sarah, Rachel and 
Hannah. Each of these bore children after a promise from 
God. Elizabeth is called the "kinswoman" of Mary. While 
this is assumed to mean "cousin," the exact relationship is 
unknown. When Mary learns that Elizabeth is pregnant, 
she journeys to Ein Kerem, a suburb west of Jerusalem. 
Her visit is accompanied by manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit. Elizabeth's baby stirs in her womb. Mary expresses 
a prayer of joy. 

 
Bethlehem — Ephrath 

 
There are two Bethlehem's in the Holy Land. One is in the 
north of the country in the territory assigned to the tribe 
of Zebulun. To distinguish it from the other, more famous 
town, it was called "Bethlehem-Zebulun". It is mentioned 
only once — in the Book of Judges. The other town is 
called "Bethlehem-Judah". It is about 75 miles south of 
Zebulun and 6 miles south of Jerusalem. Some believe that 
the original Canaanite name for the town may have been 
"Ephrath," which explains the alternate version. Bethle-
hem means "house of bread" in Hebrew. It was a fertile 
area know for its wheat fields. Rachel, the wife of Jacob, 
had died there and was buried outside the town. Both King 
David and Jesus were born in Bethlehem-Ephrathah. 

 

— Fr. Michael 

 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Adults:  When was it hardest for you to trust in 
God’s plan, as Mary did? What can help you at 
such times? 
Children: When is it hardest for you to obey a 
parent or teacher? What can help you obey with 

more trust? 

  

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 erpelding1962@netscape.net 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 stjoseph6712@gmail.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 stjohnparishhall@msn.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Lynn Nelson 
 (712) 946-5635 
 stjoseph@longlines.com 
 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

The Pastor’s Toolbox 

mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org


Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday December 20  No Mass  

Tuesday December 21  9:00 AM Glenda Ullrich St. Joseph 

Wednesday December 22  9:00 AM Mavis Ryan St. John 

Thursday December 23  9:00 AM Walter and Pauline Scott St. Joseph 

Friday December 24  4:00 PM Sue Lamoureux St. Joseph 

Friday December 24 6:00 PM Breyn Kyle Maule St. John 

Saturday December 25 9:00 AM Joe Fouts St. John 

Saturday December 25 11:00 AM Poor Souls St. Joseph 

Saturday December  25  4:00 PM For the Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph St. Joseph 

Sunday  December 26  
 9:00 AM Deacon Glenn Heisterkamp St. John 

 11:00 AM Pat Huot St. Joseph 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 19, 2021 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 
Religious Education:  Classes will be cancelled on 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 and December 29, 
2021 to observe Christmas and New Year’s.  Classes 
resume on Wednesday, January 5, 2022, 6:30 p.m.  
Have a very Merry Christmas and blessings for the 
New Year! 

Adult Study for Advent!  We will meet for the final 
session on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

in Onawa. 

“Did You Know?” 

 The Mass is designed to touch all of our senses — 
hearing, sight, smell, taste, and touch — and therefore 
the liturgical celebration is always calling our atten-
tion to the altar. During Advent, churches prominent-
ly display the Advent Wreath in the sanctuary. Did 
you ever wonder why the candles on the wreath are 
violet and rose? The three violet candles symbolize 
prayer, penance, and sacrifice. The rose candle which 
we light on the Third Sunday of Advent symbolizes 
joy. But did you know these colors have scriptural 
and natural relevance too?  In John 3:30, John the Bap-
tist declares of Jesus, “He must increase; I must de-
crease.” It isn’t a coincidence that we celebrate Christ-
mas so close to the Winter Solstice — the shortest day 
of the year. We celebrate Christmas as the days begin 
to increase. Now look at the sky at dawn. What colors 
do you see?  The color closest to the horizon is violet.  
Above the violet is rose.  The Church, in her wisdom, 

symbolizes the Light coming into the world with the 
colors of the sky at dawn — violet and rose.  As we 
celebrate the Fourth Week of Advent, take a moment 
to look at the sunrise and experience the hope, peace, 
joy, and love of the season. 

Jesse Tree 
St. Joseph Church 

 

 

First Week of Advent, Creation 

10 Commandments 

Blessing of Aaron 

King David 



Please pray for the sick of our parishes: Father Pat-
rick O’Kane, Midge Stanley, Margaret Hansen, Pam 
Turner,  Loretta Simoff,  Pete Mortensen, John 
Heisterkamp, Charlotte Zortman, Florence Ibsgaard, 
Gina Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson Bramow, 
Anita Gerum, and Eddie & Ann Womack.  If you 
know of someone who is ill and needs our prayers 
and would like to be listed, or if you no longer need 
to be listed, contact Colleen at the parish office, 423-
1004. 

Together As One:   So far, we have raised $6,790.00 
towards our goal of  $14,462.00.  That is not quite half 
way. If you haven’t given, please do so as soon as 
you can. 
 
 Knight of the Month- Michelle Rethman...for her assis-

tance to our Chaplain and her guidance of adults and 

students toward better understanding our Catholic faith. 

 

Family of the Month- Annette and Vance Linden...for their 

beautiful work decorating the Christmas trees and the 

presentation of the Advent wreath at St. John church. 

 

The Knights of Columbus is hosting a breakfast of scram-

bled eggs, sausage, sweet rolls and mixed fruit for our 

parishioners and their guests on Sunday, Dec. 19th from 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m.  This is a Christmas 'gift' and so there 

is no charge  If you'd like to make a donation toward the 

K of C Toy Drive, please accept our humble gratitude.  

However, nothing is required and all are welcome to en-

joy this meal with friends and family. 

 Remember to pray for the sick of our parish:  Father 
O’Kane, Fran Mitchell, Nainna Gnat, Jeri Greiner, Mike Franken,  
David Bogenrief, Linda Donnelly,  Sue LaCroix, Bryson  Harder, 
Justin Lamoureux, Sophie Helvey,  Doreen  Becker,  Roger Huot, 
Tristan Parks, Colleen Ebner, Bailey Cleveland, Christian Case, 
Brady Worrell, Cal Worrell, Connie Wagner, Kathy Clayton, Helen 
Martin, Gerrie Lamoureux, Darrell Lux, Richard Hentges, Paula 
Wagner, Mary Lue Schnieders, Brian  Mareau, Mark Rinaldi, David 
Menard, Kathy Stahmer, Nick & Ally Spohr, and Vincent Cho-
quette.  For all who travel, grieve, those in the military, veterans and 
their families, and our nation’s leaders. The candles burning on the 

Blessed Mother’s altar are for the military serving in foreign lands. 
 
FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN DAILY FROM 9AM TO NOON 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, IF YOU KNOW OF 
SOMEONE WHO NEEDS HELP PLEASE LET THEM 
KNOW.  WEST DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN AT THAT 
TIME.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
TOGETHER AS ONE : Our Parish Goal for 2021 is $22,079 as 
of Today we have reached $13,605,still have $8,474 dollars to go.  
Try to get this one done if everyone pitches in we can reach our 
Goal.  We have not gotten any donations lately, try to give 
something every little bit helps.  We did it last Year, I know we 
can do it again!!!!!!   

 

“God Laughs” 

A woman was sitting next to a priest on a plane 
when a terrible storm broke out. "Can't you do 
something about that awful lightning?" she de-
manded. "I'm sorry," the priest answered, "I'm in 
sales, not management." 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

December 12, 2021 Next Week 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving  

E-Offering  

Building Fund  

Fr. John Mission  

Needy Fund  

Grain  

Flowers  

Candles  

St. Bernard  

Camp. For Human Dev.  

Religious Ed — Campaign  

Total for December 12, 2021  

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

December 12, 2021  Next Week 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving  

E-Offering  

Maintenance  

St. Joseph Education  

Catholic Charities  

Emergency  

Flowers  

Candles  

Food Pantry  

Mow & Snow  

Cemetery PC  

Total for December 12, 2021  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Nativity of the Lord 

“He so loved us that for our sake He was made man 
in time, through Whom all times were made; was in 
the world less in years than His servants, though 
older than the world itself in His eternity; was made 
man, Who made man; was created of a mother, 
whom He created; was carried by hands which He 
formed; nursed at the breasts which He had filled; 
cried in the manger in wordless infancy, He the 
Word without Whom all human eloquence is mute 
(St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The miracle of what 
happens at Christmas is truly an awesome mystery. 
Revealed in the silent ordinariness of life is God’s 
intimate love for humanity and all that he made. The 
Word, existing for all time, comes and dwells 
among us. God kisses us. We can seek and soar with 
playful delight as a joy never known before fills our 
heart. 

Joy is best expressed through dance. There is just 
something truly wonderful about the self-abandon a 
beautiful melodic dance reveals. If we are able to let 
go and really be free, it celebrates life in a way few 
other experiences really can. With the birth of Jesus 
Christ, God takes the Divine Dance to a deeper and 
more tangible level. We can now not only see what 
we believe but believe what we see! This most per-
fect dance is a call to beauty, innocence, truth, pur-
pose, hope, faith, and love. Today we know, beyond 
doubt, that we are a necessary part of God’s beauti-
fully choreographed masterpiece of life and not just 
a random happening without real intent or purpose. 
We are loved, treasured, and blessed. 

Accepting the truth of God’s birth in time we also 
accept an invitation to dance with God. We can let 
go of what tethers us to anxious concerns and super-
ficial securities. Throw caution to the wind and go 
with God. We have been blessed with talents, gifts, 
and life eternal. Follow the rhythm of the dance with 
joy and listen to what the Word who became flesh 
tells us about what the next steps can be. Today, 
heaven remains the same, but earth has been pro-
foundly changed. 

 

Christmas Mass *(Holy Day of Obligation) 
December 24 @ 4:00 PM      St. Joseph, Salix                   

December 24 @ 6:00 PM      St. John, Onawa          

December 25 @ 9:00 AM      St. John, Onawa            

December 25 @ 11:00 AM    St. Joseph, Salix 

 

Holy Family (Sunday) *                             
December 25 @ 4:00 PM      St. Joseph, Salix      
December 26 @ 9:00 AM      St. John, Onawa        

December 26 @ 11:00 AM    St. Joseph, Salix     

     
**This year we have 2 Mass obligations to 

satisfy on Christmas weekend. You will need 

to attend   one Mass from each of the above 

schedules   (1 from  red  and 1 from green) 

to satisfy this obligation.  
 

Solemnity of Mary  (Holy Day of Obligation) 

December 31 @ 5:30 PM     St. Joseph, Salix        

January 1 @ 9:00 AM            St. John, Onawa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Nativity of the Lord 

“He so loved us that for our sake He was made man 
in time, through Whom all times were made; was in 
the world less in years than His servants, though 
older than the world itself in His eternity; was made 
man, Who made man; was created of a mother, 
whom He created; was carried by hands which He 
formed; nursed at the breasts which He had filled; 
cried in the manger in wordless infancy, He the 
Word without Whom all human eloquence is mute 
(St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The miracle of what 
happens at Christmas is truly an awesome mystery. 
Revealed in the silent ordinariness of life is God’s 
intimate love for humanity and all that he made. The 
Word, existing for all time, comes and dwells 
among us. God kisses us. We can seek and soar with 
playful delight as a joy never known before fills our 
heart. 

Joy is best expressed through dance. There is just 
something truly wonderful about the self-abandon a 
beautiful melodic dance reveals. If we are able to let 
go and really be free, it celebrates life in a way few 
other experiences really can. With the birth of Jesus 
Christ, God takes the Divine Dance to a deeper and 
more tangible level. We can now not only see what 
we believe but believe what we see! This most per-
fect dance is a call to beauty, innocence, truth, pur-
pose, hope, faith, and love. Today we know, beyond 
doubt, that we are a necessary part of God’s beauti-
fully choreographed masterpiece of life and not just 
a random happening without real intent or purpose. 
We are loved, treasured, and blessed. 

Accepting the truth of God’s birth in time we also 
accept an invitation to dance with God. We can let 
go of what tethers us to anxious concerns and super-
ficial securities. Throw caution to the wind and go 
with God. We have been blessed with talents, gifts, 
and life eternal. Follow the rhythm of the dance with 
joy and listen to what the Word who became flesh 
tells us about what the next steps can be. Today, 
heaven remains the same, but earth has been pro-
foundly changed. 

 

Christmas Mass *(Holy Day of Obligation) 
December 24 @ 4:00 PM      St. Joseph, Salix                   

December 24 @ 6:00 PM      St. John, Onawa          

December 25 @ 9:00 AM      St. John, Onawa            

December 25 @ 11:00 AM    St. Joseph, Salix 

 

Holy Family (Sunday) *                             
December 25 @ 4:00 PM      St. Joseph, Salix      
December 26 @ 9:00 AM      St. John, Onawa        

December 26 @ 11:00 AM    St. Joseph, Salix     

     
**This year we have 2 Mass obligations to 

satisfy on Christmas weekend. You will need 

to attend   one Mass from each of the above 

schedules   (1 from  red  and 1 from green) 

to satisfy this obligation.  
 

Solemnity of Mary  (Holy Day of Obligation) 

December 31 @ 5:30 PM     St. Joseph, Salix        

January 1 @ 9:00 AM            St. John, Onawa 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John, Onawa, IA A 4C 02-1067

1016 10th Street 
Onawa, IA 51040

(712) 422-2481
www.hoffmaninsuranceagency.com

100 Years in Business
322 W. 7th St. | (712) 258-3388

McClintock 
Insurance Inc.

(712) 277-4600 
www.mcclintockinsurance.com

Kirby’sKirby’s  
Corner MarketCorner Market
458-2521 • Whiting 
open 7am to 9pm

Trademark Enterprises llc 
Your Full-Service Real Estate Source

 “Please let us help  
 you find your dream”

402-404-0364
17344 120th St 
Whiting, IA 51063

Brent McCall 
(712) 433-4500 
907 Iowa Ave 
Onawa,IA  
www.BrentMcCall.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company. Western Agricultural Insurance Company, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. 
Health insurance policies are underwritten by health insurance carriers not directly affiliated with our companies. PB-8 (6-19)
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Doyle Painting 
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For ALL Your Insurance Needs

(712) 423-1676 
www.fiestafoodsonawa.com 

1002 11th Street, Onawa

Pizza Post

712-428-7499 

Mention Ad & Get FREE Bread Sticks

MIKE’S REPAIR inc 

Auto Repair • Auto Body • Tires  
24 Hr Wreck Service • Oil Changes

Steven “Mike” Mareau

712-428-6456 
313 Beall St, Sloan, IA

Contact Mike Metivier to place an ad today! 
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632


