
 

AFC OFFICE 
508 13TH ST NO, BENSON, MN 56215 

Web ............................................... stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Email ................................. office@stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Phone ............................................................. 320-842-4271 

Fax ................................................................. 320-843-2264 
 

AFC Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs ............... 8:00 am-12:00 pm, 1:00 pm-3:30 pm 

Friday ..................................................... 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Murdock Office 

Phone ............................................................. 320-875-2451 

Kitchen .......................................................... 320-875-4320 

Mondays ................................................. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 

Appleton Office 

Phone ............................................................. 320-289-1146 

Email ....................................................... stjccao@gmail.com 

Mon-Thurs .............................................. 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
 

Staff 

Pastor ....................................................... Fr. Jeremy Kucera 

507-828-5247 ............... fatherjeremykucera@hotmail.com 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JANUARY 5, 2020 

The Catholic Parishes of 
•St Francis, Benson• St Bridget, DeGraff• 

•St Malachy, Clontarf • Sacred Heart, Murdock • 

• Visitation Oratory, Danvers • St John, Appleton• 
 

Fr. Jeremy Kucera, Pastor 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

    

    

    

    

Weekend Masses 

Saturday, January 11 5:00 pm Murdock †† Raymond & Odelia Gengler 

Sunday, January 12 8:30 am 

10:30 am 

Appleton 

Benson 

 †† Roseo & Fidela Kabatay 

  For the People 

 

 

 

Father Jeremy will be on vacation January 6-17.   

There will be no daily Mass in his absence. 

Fr.  Berger will be with us the weekend of January 11,12. 



Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 4:30 PM Murdock 
 

Marriage Preparation 

Please contact AFC Office at least six months ahead of 

time to plan and prepare for your wedding.  If one party 

has been previously married, the wedding cannot move 

forward unless an annulment has been granted by the 

Catholic Church 
 

Baptism Preparation 

Please call Samantha Johnson at 320-304-3857. 

 

RCIA 

Anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church please 

call the Area Office at 320-842-4271 
 

Pastoral Care 

If any parishioner or family member needs a pastoral care 

visit and Holy Communion, please call the parish office.  

Today’s privacy laws do not permit hospitals to contact 

churches when a patient needs a pastoral visit.  We are 

made aware of it only when the individual or their friends  

and family contact us.  We are also not always aware of  

parishioners that are homebound and would desire a  

pastoral visit. 

 

Catholic Charities 

Offers personal, marriage, family and pregnancy counsel-

ing at 1-866-670-5163. 

 

Prayer Line 

If you would like to put someone on the prayer line, 

please call the Area Office at 320-842-4271.  After hours, 

please call Patricia Walsh at 320-843-2226. 

 

St. John Prayer Chain—please call Anne Bonk at 320-394-

2160 if you have someone to put on the prayer chain. 

 

Registration/Moving 

To register in a parish or if moving, call the AFC Office at 

320-842-4271 or the Sacred Heart office at 320-875-

2451 or St. John’s at 320-289-1146. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 5 The Holy Rosary will be prayed ½ hour before Masses in Appleton and Benson 

   9:30—10:15 am Preschool Faith Formation class at St. Francis 
Monday, January 6 5 pm Rosary during the winter months at Scofield Place in Benson (South Lounge—chapel) — 

   intention—we pray especially for Jesus and Mary’s intentions for our parishes and our country 

   6:30 pm Women’s Holiday Gathering in Murdock (see bulletin announcement) 

Wednesday, Jan. 8 6:45 –7:45 pm Gr. 2-11 in Benson—meal begins at 6 pm followed by class 

   3:30-4:30 pm Gr. 1-6 in Murdock 

   6:45-7:45 pm Gr. 7-9 in Murdock 

   3:15-4;30 pm Gr. K-2 in Appleton 

   7-8 pm Gr. 9-11 in Appleton 

Saturday, January 11 The Holy Rosary will be prayed ½ hour before Mass in Murdock 

Sunday, January 12 The Holy Rosary will be prayed ½ hour before Masses in Appleton and Benson 

   9:30—10:15 am Preschool Faith Formation class at St. Francis 

The Vocation View 

The astrologers brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

What treasures do I have to give to the Lord?  Is he call-

ing me to be a priest, brother, or sister?  

(Matthew 2:1-12) 

Reason for Optimism for LIFE 

Following south Dakota’s enactment of the most 

pro-life law in America, Roe v. Wade may well be 

revisited in the not too distant future.  As a result, 

USA Today recently published an article (based 

largely on data from the Pro-abortion group, The 

Alan Guttmacher Institute) which predicts what 

would be likely to happen if Roe v. Wade were over-

turned and abortion became a state-by-state issue 

again. The results are quite surprising and positive 

for LIFE.  Only 16 states are likely to continue abor-

tion on demand—any time, any place, for any rea-

son—if Roe v Wade were overturned.  This would 

include seven states on the West Coast and almost 

every state in the Northeast, but only a third of the 

U.S. population.  By contrast, at least 22 states con-

taining half of all Americans would almost definitely 

enact either complete or near-complete abortion 

bans, recognizing that the unborn child is a person, 

deserving of basic human rights like the rest of us.  

This is very encouraging and underlines the im-

portance of using our influence to enact laws like 

the Unborn Child Amendment in South Dakota. 

 - Pro-Life Articles 



All Parents and students are invited to join with us for a meal on 

Faith Formation night in Benson on Wednesday, January 8. 

BBQ and chips will be served starting at 6 pm at the Ben-

son Senior High School.  Class will begin at 6:45 pm. 

 

NO MISSION NIGHT is scheduled for January.  Students will 

have regular class on January 15 in Benson. 

 

Guatemala Coffee for Sale 

We have some whole bean Guatemala coffee available in 

one pound bags for $10.  The beans have been roasted at 

Go Set Ready in Benson and can be brought there to be 

fresh ground for free.  Please contact the Area Office at 

842-4271 or Julie Zniewski at 843-4779. 

 

Women’s Holiday Gathering Monday, Jan. 6  (rescheduled from 

December 9) 

Who:  All ladies - bring a friend! 

What:  Holiday fun with a $5-$7 gift exchange. You are 

invited to bring a gift and appetizer or holiday treat.  

Beverages provided. 

When:  Monday, Jan. 6 at 6:30 pm 

Where:  Sacred Heart Church, Murdock 

 

The Youth Group will be hosting a Vocation Panel on Sunday, Jan-

uary 19th at Sacred Heart.  A meal will be provided by CCW at 

5:30 pm and the panel will start at 6:30 pm.  The Youth 

Group has asked several individuals all of whom have 

been called to different vocations to be on an interview 

panel. Some of these individuals include two sisters from 

Ghent, two sisters from New Ulm, a priest, a deacon, a 

consecrated virgin, a seminarian, a married couple and 

more.  This is a chance for everyone to learn a little bit 

more about the different vocations within our church and 

to get a chance to ask some questions.  We will have pre-

pared discussion topics, but we will also have an open 

question/answer period.  Everyone Is Welcome!!! Contact 

Samantha Johnson at 320-304-3857 for questions.  

 

Scholarship are now available from the Mary Beatrice Hennessy 

Scholarship Fund.  In order to apply, you must be a member 

of St. Francis Parish and now attending or planning to at-

tend a Catholic College or Catholic High School during the 

2019-2020 school year.  Applications may be picked up in 

church or at the Area Office.  All applications must be re-

ceived by January 31, 2020. 

 

Join us for adoration and fellowship at Cor Jesu on Sunday, Jan-

uary 12 at 6:15 pm at St. Aloysius in Olivia.  The sound of 

Gregorian chant fills the air as incense rises in a candlelit 

church.  After the Gospel and a short sermon, you enter 

into an hour of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament while 

the sounds of sacred music lift your mind and heart to 

God.  This is Cor Jesu.  Entertainment to follow.  Spon-

sored by the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

dnu.org/cor-jesu. 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE —The Knights of Columbus will be sponsor-

ing a bus trip to the St. Paul Cathedral and State Capitol to 

participate in a March for Life against abortion on January 

22.  There is no cost for this trip, but free will offerings will 

be accepted.  Bus will depart from south side of Kandi 

Mall in Willmar at 7:03 am.  Please call Paul Jurek @ 320-

444-0416 for more info or if interested.   

 

MARCH FOR LIFE will be held on Wednesday, January 22, 

2020 at noon on the state Capitol grounds in St. 

Paul.  There may be a bus traveling to this event so if you 

would like to join in please contact Pastor Jason Wolter for 

more information at jwolter78@hotmail.com.  Deadline is 

January 5th.  Please join us in our support for LIFE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Into the Deep is a Catholic organization that offers “I.D. Re-

treats” in state and national parks for both adults and youth.  

Dive into the big questions of life through a combination of 

talk, hiking or canoeing, daily Mass and space to pray!   

Young Adult Retreat—February 7-9, 2020 Cascade Lodge 

& Lutsen Mountains.  Register by January 13, 2020. 

Adult Hiking Pilgrimage—August 25-September 1, 2020. 

Hike in the footsteps of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati  in Turin, 

Italy.  Register by February 13 (Early bird Jan. 13). For full 

details and registration, go to www.idretreats.org/2020-

idretreats/. More retreats available by checking online at  

idretreats.org or contact info@idretreats.org, 612-518-

5490. 

 

St. Isidore the Farmer 2020 Baptism Class schedule  

Saturday, February 15—St. Francis, Benson 

Saturday, April 18—Sacred Heart, Murdock 

Saturday, June 13—St. Francis 

Saturday, August 22—Sacred Heart, Murdock 

Saturday, October 17—St. Francis, Benson 

Saturday, December 12—Sacred Heart, Murdock 

All classes begin at 9 am. Please contact Samantha  

Johnson at 320-304-3857 

 

January's Thursday Food and Fun will feature Lynn Petersen 

Suter as the guest speaker on January 9.  She'll be talking 

about the trip she took to Iceland last winter.  Before that, 

Kordell and Deena VanHuevln will be serving lunch at 

11:30 for a free will donation.  As usual, there will be door 

prizes.  Stop in, bring a friend, see what the mayor's family 

will cook up for us and learn some things about Ice-

land.  See you January 9 at the Kerkhoven Civic Center. 

Reflections for the weekly readings are part of this bulletin.  

This publication is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Council #2129.  

Inclement weather announcements regarding Mass 

In the event of inclement weather, please tune into  

KSCR/KBMO 93.5 FM, 1290 AM or KWLM 1340 AM, 

96.3 FM.  If Mass is canceled a weather-related  

announcement will be on those radio stations. 



SYMPATHY 

   We offer our sympathy to Renee and Pat Cannon and 

their family on the death of Renee’s father, Richard Hauer.  

Richard passed away on December 20th.  A Celebration of 

Life was held on Friday, December 27th at McKinney’s in 

Benson.  May Richard rest in peace and may the Holy Spir-

it bring consolation and healing to his loved ones. 

  We offer our sympathy to Stacy and Warren Johnson and 

their family and loved ones on the death of their son,  

Andrew.  Andrew passed away on December 22.  Andrew’s 

funeral Mass was held on Friday, December 27 at Sacred 

Heart in Murdock.  May Andrew have eternal joy and 

peace in God.  And may God give consolation to all of his 

loved ones. 

  We offer our sympathy to Dan and Donna Enderson and 

their family  on the death of Dan’s mother, Jeanne  

Enderson.  Jeanne passed away on December 22.  

Jeanne’s funeral Mass was held on Friday, December 27 

in Sioux Falls, SD. May Jeanne rest in peace and may the 

spirit of God’s love give consolation to all her loved ones. 

 

 

Due to early bulletin deadlines, some parish collection  

figures will appear in next week’s bulletin. 

 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 
 

St. Francis: Benson (December 22) 

Adult ................................................................... $2,801.00 

Student ...................................................................... $2.00 

Loose Plate .............................................................. $95.00 

Christmas ........................................................... $5,145.00 

Fuel ....................................................................... $285.00 

Votive Lights .............................................................. $8.00 

Building Maintenance ....................................... $8,150.00 

Sisters of Mary Morning Star .................................... $5.00 

San Lucas ............................................................. $373.86 
 

Total ................................................................. $16,864.86 

 

Sacred Heart:  Murdock  December 22) 

Adult ................................................................... $1,551.00 

Loose Plate .............................................................. $94.00 

Christmas .............................................................. $235.00 

Immaculate Conception ............................................ $5.00 

Christmas Decorations ........................................... $20.00 

Mercy Fund .............................................................. $10.00 

Sisters of Mary Morning Star .................................. $10.00 

San Lucas ............................................................. $309.26 
 

Total ................................................................... $2,234.26 

 

St. John: Appleton (December 22 & Christmas) 

Adult ................................................................... $3,765.00 

Loose Plate ........................................................... $521.70 

Religious Retirement ............................................ $100.00 

San Lucas ............................................................. $114.05 
 

 

Total ................................................................... $4,500.75 

 

Hello parishioners of St. Bridget's, St. Francis,  

St. Malachy and Visitation, 

A little while back a parishioner and I were visiting 

about the possibility of doing a parish retreat for St. 

Francis.  I've always kept this in the back of my mind as 

something that would be good to do one day.  Not too 

long ago God called that parishioner back to Himself 

and her eternal reward.  She ended up leaving St. Fran-

cis in her will with enough money to pay for a parish 

retreat for us.  The dates of the retreat are February 

14th-17th, 2020.  We're planning on leaving from St. 

Francis in a nice coach bus on the morning of the 14th 

and returning on the evening of the 17th.  The retreat 

center that I have been able to reserve is the Broom 

Tree Retreat Center just outside of Irene, South Dako-

ta.  We have almost the entire facility reserved, except 

for a few sisters that are going to be there at the same 

time - in total a little over 40 single rooms.  I have de-

cided to invite the parishioners of the other three par-

ishes on this retreat because of the merger that the 

Bishop has asked us to work towards.  This may be an 

opportunity to help build relationships and trust as we 

turn to the Lord to be renewed and rejuvenated in our 

faith.  Now you may be asking what in the world some-

one does on a retreat.  That is a good place to start 

with a question.  I will definitely be adding more details 

about the retreat in the coming weeks, but will leave 

you with a few thoughts for now.  If you have a desire to 

grow in your relationship with God, this may be for 

you.  If you are tired and in need of rest and healing in 

your heart, this retreat may be for you.  If you are feel-

ing a little disconnected from God and your parish and 

faith life, this retreat may be for you.  The great thing is 

that this retreat is free.  Space is limited so we will 

need you to RSVP at the office.  If we receive more re-

quests than space we have available I guess we'll have 

to do a lottery system of some sort.  We'll see how 

things go.  I encourage you to look up the retreat center 

online if you'd like to see some photos and learn a little 

more about the place.  The web address 

is:  www.broom-tree.org 

First Aid Kits and Defibrillators for parishes 

We are in the process of making sure our parishes 

where we hold weekend Masses have adequate First 

Aid kits and an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED).  

Currently, only Sacred Heart Parish has an AED.  All 

our parish first aid kits should be brought up to date.  

We are planning to take a second collection in each of 

the parishes the weekend of January 11/12.  Costs of 

new first aid kits are about $125-$150.  Cost for AED 

models we have been looking at run around $2,000 

each.  Thank you for your generosity as we take steps 

to equip and install these potentially life-saving kits 

and devices. You can also drop off your donations or 

mail them to the parish offices. 
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MMCJD.COM | 320-843-2610

NEED INSURANCE?  WE CAN HELP!

Call Phil or Courtney 
Toll Free 866-875-2481

Murdock MN 56271

FIRST MURDOCK AGENCY

Towing & Storage
Windshield Replacement

Ray & Cindy Staton
BENSON, MN • 320-843-2775

Zniewski Funeral Homes
~ COMPLETE FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES ~

www.zniewskifuneralhome.com 

Benson 320-842-8811 

Appleton 320-289-1000

Greg Zniewski, Jeremy Abrego 

and Jason Giese

Grossman Motor 
Vehicle

DEPUTY REGISTRAR
320-843-4835

Tab Renewals • Title Transfers
Drivers License • DNR Renewals

Farm to Fork

• Real Estate Sales
• Land Appraisals
• Auctions

320-815-0460
www.HughesRealEstate.net

Lamecker’s
GeneraL store

907 Atlantic Ave.
Kerkhoven, MN 56252

Ph: 320-264-3711
lameckersgeneralstore@gmail.com

Ascheman Oil & Propane

895 HWY 12 SW 
DANVERS, MN 56231

320-567-2338
or

866-893-3935
Gasoline, Diesel, Fuel Oil, 

Propane, Oil and Tires

Serving all of your food needs
for over 45 years

320-842-7221
www.domats.com

BREEN’S Pharmacy

Benson    320-842-4221

Since 1956

Kerkhoven, MN
Phone: 320-264-3121

We are a full automotive and collision repair 
service.  We provide full automotive repairs, as well 

as, a state of the art collision repair facility.
We offer free pickup and delivery

We also have loaners available during the repair.

Wallace Auto and Collision

249 20th St NW • Benson, MN 56215
(320) 760-7971

1.800.992.8815
www.chamberlainoil.com

112 Grace Ave - Clontarf MN 56226
1200 29th Ave NE - Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

320-808-3191
235 30th Ave NE

Computer Repair & Sales
goffcomputerrepair@gmail.com

Now with a Drive Up Window

320.842.3221

217 Lundell Avenue, Ortonville, MN 56278

Call today for a tour and consultation.
320-487-4398     fairwayview.us

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

For All Your 
Petroleum Products

Gasoline & Ethanol • Propane • Farm Fuels 
Heating Oil for Home or Office

Great Service 
Plus a Whole Lot More!

Willmar 320-235-5200 
Murdock 320-875-2641  
Clara City 320-847-3129 
Litchfield 320-693-2411 
St. Cloud 320-252-2110(320) 392-5662

Appleton 
(320) 289-2080

Join us for breakfast 
7 days a week

Breakfast served 
All Day Sunday

All home cooked meals

“I DO” Tuxedos
For an appointment call... 

(320) 288-9785 Sarah Minor or 

(320) 843-4431 Benson, MN 

~ 25 Years Experience! ~ 

• Parishioner •

Weddings • Prom’s • Special Occasions

Prairie Five Community 
Action Council, Inc.

“Working Together to Strengthen the 
Quality of Life in Our Communities”

Donate Today to the 
Swift County Food Shelf: 

320-842-8565
Providing Essential Services in Your Community

• Prairie Five Rides 
• Food Shelves & SNAP 
• Prairie Five Meals 
• Aging & Adult Services & NAPS 
• Emergency Services 
• Weatherization 
• Head Start & Early Head Start 
• MNsure Application Assistance 

• Energy Assistance 
• Outreach Offices 
• Clothing Rooms 
• Child Care Aware 

Swift County Outreach Office | 320-842-8565 
East HWY 12 | P.O. Box 321 | Benson, MN 56215

Distributor of commercial paper products, 
janitorial and food service supplies

Brent Johnson O: 320-843-2368 
1320 Kansas Avenue C: 320-760-6278 
Benson, MN 56215 westcentralsales@mvtvwireless.com

1230 Atlantic Ave. 
Benson, MN 56215

320-843-3754 
pdflolo@donsflooring.net

Shaw - Mannington - Mohawk
Carpet - Ceramic - Porcelain Tile - Luxury Vinyl  Tile-Vinyl  
Hardwood - Laminate - Granite/Marble - Custom Tile Showers 

We Fix Water 

Water Softeners & Drinking Water Systems 
Smell & Rust Removal

Serving West Central MN
Contact Dan Guggisberg • (320) 589-3966 

www.WeFixWaterMN.com

Contact Adam Carruth 
(320) 219-4564 

Parishioner
Providing Our Customers With The Best Seed 

Quality, Seed Performance, and Service.

HYBRIDS

Tony Rosemeier 
 Field Agent 

(320) 368-0306

Raising the Standard
Benson | (320) 842-3357
CustomRotoMold.com


