
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 10, 2021 

The Catholic Parishes of 
•St Francis, Benson• St Bridget, DeGraff• 

•St Malachy, Clontarf • Sacred Heart, Murdock • 

• Visitation Oratory, Danvers • St John, Appleton• 
 

Fr. Jeremy Kucera, Pastor 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, January 12 8:30 am Benson w/Holy Hour & Confessions † Shannon Bolter 

Wednesday, January 13 9:00 am Appleton † Wilma Lambrecht 

Thursday, January 14 8:30 am Murdock †† Bob & Doug Martin 

Friday, January 15 8:30 DeGraff † John Carruth 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday, January 16 5:00 pm Appleton For the People 

Sunday, January 17 8:30 am 

10:30 am 

Benson 

Murdock 

† Joan Spaeth 

†† Virginia & Ordell Martin 

AFC OFFICE 
508 13TH ST NO, BENSON, MN 56215 

Web .............................................. stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Email ................................. office@stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Phone ............................................................ 320-842-4271 

Fax ................................................................. 320-843-2264 
 

AFC Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs ............... 8:00 am-12:00 pm, 1:00 pm-3:30 pm 

Friday ..................................................... 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Murdock Office 

Phone ............................................................ 320-875-2451 

Kitchen .......................................................... 320-875-4320 

Mondays .................................................. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 

Appleton Office 

Phone ............................................................ 320-289-1146 

Email ........................................................ stjccao@gmail.com 

Mon-Thurs ............................................... 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
 

Staff 

Pastor ........................................................ Fr. Jeremy Kucera 

507-828-5247 ............... fatherjeremykucera@hotmail.com 

Attendance at Mass is limited to 50% normal  

capacity.  Catholics continue to be dispensed from the 

religious obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  You may also 

consider attending one of our daily Masses.  Thank you. 

 



Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 4:30 pm Appleton 
 

Marriage Preparation 

Please contact AFC Office at least six months ahead of 

time to plan and prepare for your wedding.  If one party 

has been previously married, the wedding cannot move 

forward unless an annulment has been granted by the 

Catholic Church 
 

Baptism Preparation 

Please call Samantha Johnson at 320-304-3857. 
 

Pastoral Care 

If any parishioner or family member needs a pastoral care 

visit and Holy Communion, please call the parish office.  

Today’s privacy laws do not permit hospitals to contact 

churches when a patient needs a pastoral visit.  We are 

made aware of it only when the individual or their friends 

and family contact us.  We are also not always aware of 

parishioners that are homebound and would desire a pas-

toral visit. 
 

Catholic Charities 

Offers personal, marriage, family and pregnancy counsel-

ing at 1-866-670-5163 
 

Prayer Line 

If you would like to put someone on the prayer line, please 

call the Area Office at 320-842-4271.  After hours, please 

call Patricia Walsh at 320-843-2226. 

St. John Prayer Chain—please call Anne Bonk at 320-394-

2160 if you have someone to put on the prayer chain. 
 

RCIA 

Anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church please 

call the Area Office at 320-842-4271 
 

Registration/Moving 

To register in a parish or if moving, call the AFC Office at 

320-842-4271 or the Sacred Heart office at 320-875-

2451 or St. John’s at 320-289-1146. 

 

2021 Catholic Church Calendars are 

available in our churches. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cor Jesu—January 23, 2021, 7:15 pm at St. Peter’s Church in St. 

Peter, MN. Relax and unwind to the sounds of Gregorian 

chant in a candlelit church during this prayerful night of 

adoration.  Reset your relationship with God by going to 

Confession.  Feel refreshed and restored as you leave.  

Christ is passing by...don’t miss the opportunity! 

 
Scholarships are now available from the Mary Beatrice Hennessy 

Scholarship Fund. In order to apply you must be a member 

of St. Francis Parish and now attending or planning to at-

tend a Catholic College or Catholic High School during the 

2020-2021 school year. Applications may be picked up in 

church or at the Area Office. All applications must be re-

ceived by January 31, 2021.  

The Vocation View 

This is National Vocation Awareness Week.  Revel in the 

gift of your baptism; pray for and with those who are 

called to fulfill their baptismal promises as priests, sis-

ters, and brothers.  Encourage someone you know to 

consider a life of service in the church. (Acts 10:34-38) 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

Monday, January 11 5:00 pm Rosary in Benson – that all children of the world be loved & cherished 

Tuesday, January 12 9-10 am Holy Hour & Confessions in Benson 

Wed., January 13 3:30-4:45 pm 2nd/3rd Grade class in St. Francis Gathering Space 

   6:45-7:45 pm Gr. 10 & 11 at St. Francis Gathering Space 

   7:00 pm Patriotic Rosary at St. Francis Church 

Thursday, January 14 Confessions following 8:30 am Mass in Murdock 

St. Francis Church Office Hours:  Some staff will 

be working from home more often.  We will try to keep 

our office hours as normal as possible, but if you need 

to see someone in particular, please call ahead.  You 

can still contact the office via phone and email as usu-

al. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

 

 

Names will be on Prayer List for one month 

Eric Goblirsch 

Gene Sell 

Tony Massmann 

Charlotte Gorres 

Jeff Konieczny 

Please pray for all those in the military & their 

families. 

Please pray for our priest, Father Jeremy. 

To add a name to the prayer list call 842-4271 or 

send an e-mail to  

office@stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Please give your name and phone number so  we 

can call you if there are any questions.  If person 

is other than a close  family member,  ask the 

person's permission to add their names to the 

prayer list. 



Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the Annual 

Respect Life Novena, 9 Days for Life, Thursday, Jan-

uary 21—Friday, January 29.  Get daily intentions, brief 

reflections, and more.  Sign up at 9daysforlife.com! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of St. John ~ On behalf of Swift County Food Shelf, I 

would like to Thank You for your donation of 

$75.00.  Swift County Food Shelf relies on the generosity 

of donors such as yourself and is grateful for your sup-

port.  Thank You once again, Sincerely, Sue Fragodt, Swift 

County Outreach 
 

SYMPATHY 

  We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family and 

friends of Marie Amundson who passed away on Decem-

ber 22, 2020.  A private graveside service was planned for 

January 9, 2021. 

  We offer our sympathy and prayers to Dick & Pat Krebs 

and family on the death of Bill Gavin, Pat’s brother-in-

law.  Bill died Christmas Day in Crystal.  His funeral will be 

at a later date.   

 We offer our sympathy and prayers to Dennis & Tessa 

Mahoney and family on the death of Nancy J. Gilbertson, 

Tessa’s sister.  Nancy died December 21, 2020 in Willis-

ton, North Dakota.   

  May Marie, Bill and Nancy enjoy the fullness of life with 

God and may the Holy Spirit bring consolation and healing 

to all their loved ones. 

 

Reflections for the weekly readings are part of this bulle-

tin.  This publication is sponsored by the Knights of 

Columbus Council #2129.  

COVID-19 Protocols 
 

• Church Occupancy  is not to exceed 50% with so-

cial distancing of at least six feet between people 

who do not live in the same household.  

• Mass Obligation: The bishops of the state have 

removed the religious obligation to attend Mass 

on Sunday, so no one should feel the obligation 

to come if he or she does not feel safe. You may 

consider attending other Masses during the week 

to spread out the numbers. 

• At Risk Individuals: Those over the age of 65 or 

with a compromised health condition are strongly 

encouraged not to attend Mass.  However, you 

are still welcome if you choose to come. 

• Showing Symptoms: Anyone showing any symp-

toms of sickness, or anyone who has a household 

member who is sick or showing symptoms of sick-

ness should not attend; this includes priests or 

other ministers who are sick or showing signs of 

sickness.  

• Holy Communion:  Communion will be the conse-

crated host, in the hand, no sharing of the chal-

ice.  Please maintain 6 foot distance between 

other parishioners  while in procession. The priest 

will wear a mask and sanitize his hands before 

distributing communion.   

• Protective Wear: .  Parishioners will need to wear 

a mask while attending Mass.  Cloth face masks 

are available in the churches. 

• Greeting: People will be instructed not to greet 

each other with touching. 

• The same protocols for attending Mass should be 

used when visiting any of our offices.    
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Your Adult Sunday Offerings are vital to the core minis-

tries of our parishes. You are encouraged to continue 

your financial support of your parish.  St. Francis parish-

ioners can use the MyEoffering online giving.  A link is 

available on the parish website.  You can also mail in 

your contributions to your parish office.  St. Francis do-

nations can be mailed to 508 13th Street North, Ben-

son, MN 56215. Sacred Heart to PO Box 9, Murdock, 

MN 56271. St. John to 349 East Reuss Ave, Appleton, 

MN 56208..  Thank you for your continued support of 

your parishes. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our churches are open for those who wish to pray: 

St. Francis, Benson – will be open Monday through 

Friday during business hours 

Sacred Heart, Murdock will be open 7 am–7 pm daily 

St. John, Appleton–will be open 9 am—3 pm daily 

We ask that you practice good hygiene when entering 

the church (wash hands, use hand sanitizer, disinfect-

ant wipes, etc. and practice social distancing) 

In honor of Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, we are 

asking for donations during the month of January for 

the Hope Pregnancy Center in Willmar.  Their Mis-

sion Statement: “Hope Pregnancy Center is a Christ-

Centered organization that empowers women and 

men to make life-affirming and healthy decisions 

about sex, pregnancy and relationships. Our minis-

try is based on the principle that God is the Creator 

and Sustainer of life and that life begins at concep-

tion.”  Hope Pregnancy Center can provide a listen-

ing ear, helpful resources & truthful information. 

Hope Pregnancy Center also offers post abortive 

care through their Surrendering the Secret course 

designed to bring healing to women who have abor-

tion in their past.  They also provide abortion recov-

ery to men using Surrendering the Heart of a Father, 

a man’s guide to abortion recovery.  Abortion recov-

ery is not just for the women.  If you or someone you 

know could use their services, please contact them 

at (320)235-7619 or www.findhopepc.com.  Dona-

tions can be placed in the collection basket in a spe-

cially marked envelope, mailed to the area office or 

mailed directly to Hope Pregnancy Center at 1520 

Mavis Lane SE, PO Box 334, Willmar, MN 56201. 

Thank you for your generosity. 



OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

  

St. Francis: Benson  (Christmas, 12/27/20 & 1/3/21 collection) 

Adult ................................................................... $5,925.00 

Loose Plate ........................................................... $250.00 

Fuel ....................................................................... $190.00 

Christmas ........................................................... $8,745.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ...................... $330.00 

Christmas Decorations ........................................ $100.00 

Danvers Oratory .................................................... $200.00 

Immaculate Conception .......................................... $45.00 

Thanksgiving ............................................................ $12.50 

Religious Retirement ............................................... $60.00 

Votive Lights ............................................................ $13.00 

Building Maintenance ....................................... $1,085.00 

Advent Second Collection ....................................... $80.00 

 

Total............................................................... $17,035.50 

  

Sacred Heart: Murdock (Christmas, 12/27/20 & 1/3/21 collection) 

Adult ................................................................... $7,328.00 

Loose Plate ........................................................... $132.00 

Christmas ........................................................... $4,230.00 

Christmas Decorations ........................................... $10.00 

Religious Retirement ............................................... $10.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ...................... $615.00 

Immaculate conception .......................................... $10.00 

 

Total............................................................... $12,335.00 

  

St. John:  Appleton (Christmas, 12/27/20 & 1/3/21 collection) 

Adult ................................................................... $2,100.00 

Loose Plate .............................................................. $40.00 

Christmas ........................................................... $3,539.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God ...................... $253.00 

Votive ....................................................................... $29.00 

Roof Fund ............................................................. $300.00 

Fuel ....................................................................... $400.00 

Rent Income ............................................................ $92.50 

 

Total................................................................. $6,753.50 
 

St. Malachy: Clontarf 

Adult ................................................................... $1,905.00 

Immaculate Conception .......................................... $70.00 

Christmas Decorations ........................................... $25.00 

Christmas ........................................................... $4,250.00 

Fuel .......................................................................... $50.00 

Campaign for Human Development .................... $200.00 

Religious Retirement ............................................... $25.00 

 

Total................................................................. $6,525.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bridget: DeGraff 

Adult ................................................................... $1,879.98 

Fuel ........................................................................ $200.00 

Christmas .............................................................. $240.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God .......................... $50.00 

Votive Lights ............................................................. $70.00 

Parish Cemetery ................................................ $1,164.98 

  

Total ................................................................. $3,604.98 
 

Thank you for sending in your contribution envelopes.  

Your continued financial support is much appreciated and 

necessary to help pay church expenses during this difficult 

time. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 
ORDINARY MOMENTS—When God Whispers 

“You don’t need to shout. My hearing works just fine.” 

Are you a parent that has used that one on your kids? 
I’m not sure at what age they realize that the volume of 
their voice doesn’t correlate to the likelihood of receiv-
ing a favorable reply — it might be sometime in the 
teenage years, when the talking slows down altogether. 

But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God always 
gave us a loud and dramatic sign when He wanted 
something — the booming voice and the torn-open 
heavens (“This is my beloved Son!”) really get the mes-
sage across. Sometimes I find myself envious of the 
Apostles, who were able to witness such things in per-
son. 

The fact of the matter is, in the year 2021, God is more 
likely to speak in a whisper than in a shout. The prophet 
Isaiah forewarns that Christ himself will not be a noise-
maker — for all his preaching, he will not cry out or 
shout to bring forth justice to the nations. His way is 
altogether different than that. 

We are not the Apostles, and we do not have the privi-
lege of seeing the Holy Spirit descend on Christ like a 
dove. But here’s the good news: God doesn’t need to 
shout. Our spiritual hearing works just fine. We just 
have to be listening. 

Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear God’s whis-
pers throughout the day. Let’s make a conscious effort 
to invite those whispers into our hearts, where they can 
become a catalyst for grace in this world. 

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

MMCJD.COM | 320-843-2610

NEED INSURANCE?  WE CAN HELP! 

Call Phil or Courtney Toll Free 866-875-2481

Murdock MN 56271

FIRST MURDOCK AGENCY

Towing & 
Storage 

Windshield 
Replacement

Ray & Cindy Staton
BENSON, MN • 320-843-2775

Zniewski Funeral Homes
~ COMPLETE FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES ~

www.zniewskifuneralhome.com 

Benson 320-842-8811 
Appleton 320-289-1000

Greg Zniewski, Jeremy Abrego and 
Jason Giese

• Real Estate Sales     • Auctions
• Land Appraisals

320-815-0460
www.HughesRealEstate.net

Lamecker’s GeneraL store
907 Atlantic Ave.

Kerkhoven, MN 56252
Ph: 320-264-3711

lameckersgeneralstore@gmail.com

Serving all of your food needs for over 45 years

320-842-7221 
www.domats.com

BREEN’S Pharmacy

Benson    320-842-4221

Since 1956

Kerkhoven, MN 
Phone: 320-264-3121

We are a full automotive and collision repair service.  We provide full 
automotive repairs, as well as, a state of the art collision repair facility.

We offer free pickup and delivery
We also have loaners available during the repair.

Wallace Auto and Collision
249 20th St NW • Benson, MN 56215

(320) 760-7971

1.800.992.8815
www.chamberlainoil.com
112 Grace Ave - Clontarf MN 56226

1200 29th Ave NE - Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

320-808-3191
235 30th Ave NE

Computer Repair & Sales
goffcomputerrepair@gmail.com

Now with a Drive Up Window

320.842.3221

217 Lundell Avenue, Ortonville, MN 56278

Call today for a tour and consultation.
320-487-4398     fairwayview.us

For All Your 
Petroleum Products

Gasoline & Ethanol • Propane • Farm Fuels 
Heating Oil for Home or Office

Great Service 
Plus a Whole Lot More!

Willmar 320-235-5200 
Murdock 320-875-2641  
Clara City 320-847-3129 
Litchfield 320-693-2411 
St. Cloud 320-252-2110(320) 392-5662

Prairie Five Community Action Council, Inc.
“Working Together to Strengthen the Quality 

of Life in Our Communities”

Donate Today to the Swift County 
Food Shelf: 320-842-8565

Providing Essential Services in Your Community
• Prairie Five Rides 
• Food Shelves & SNAP 
• Prairie Five Meals 
• Aging & Adult Services & NAPS 
• Emergency Services 
• Weatherization 
• Head Start & Early Head Start 
• MNsure Application Assistance 

• Energy Assistance 
• Outreach Offices 
• Clothing Rooms 
• Child Care Aware 

Swift County Outreach Office | 320-842-8565 
East HWY 12 | P.O. Box 321 | Benson, MN 56215

1230 Atlantic Ave., Benson, MN 56215
320-843-3754 • pdflolo@donsflooring.net

Shaw - Mannington - Mohawk
Carpet - Ceramic - Porcelain Tile - Luxury Vinyl  Tile-Vinyl  
Hardwood - Laminate - Granite/Marble - Custom Tile Showers 

We Fix Water 

Water Softeners & Drinking Water Systems 
Smell & Rust Removal | Serving West Central MN

Contact Dan Guggisberg • (320) 589-3966 
www.WeFixWaterMN.com

HYBRIDS
Contact Adam Carruth, Parishioner 

(320) 219-4564
Providing Our Customers With The Best Seed 

Quality, Seed Performance, and Service.

Raising the Standard
Benson | (320) 842-3357 | www.customrotomold.com

The Flower Basket
850 Atlantic Ave, Benson 

(320) 314-8555
Dianne & Beth Halvorson

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

Todd Trudel, OD • Jacob Bollman, OD

Benson    (320) 842-4131

Call or visit our website to learn more about SCBHS care!

Hospital 320.843.4232 | Clinic 320.843.2030 
www.scbh.org

Meadow Creek  
Hospitality 

Assisted Living

4000 Cty.Rd. 15 SW | 320-269-9000

27193  R6-20

Michael T Berreau
Financial Associate
320-843-2981


