
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

The Catholic Parishes of 
•St Francis, Benson• St Bridget, DeGraff• 

•St Malachy, Clontarf • Sacred Heart, Murdock • 

• Visitation Oratory, Danvers • St John, Appleton• 
 

Fr. Jeremy Kucera, Pastor 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, March 2 8:30 am Benson w/Holy Hour & Confessions † George McGovern 

Wednesday, March 3 9:00 am Appleton † Sisinia Jicko 

Thursday, March 4 8:30 am Murdock † Fr. John Kasch 

Friday, Mach 5 8:30 am Clontarf † Cele Kent 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday, March 6 5:00 pm Appleton † Joseph Ruether 

Sunday, March 7 8:30 am 

10:30 am 

Benson 

Murdock 

† Ray Scheffler 

 For the People 

AFC OFFICE 
508 13TH ST NO, BENSON, MN 56215 

Web .............................................. stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Email ................................. office@stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Phone ............................................................ 320-842-4271 

Fax ................................................................. 320-843-2264 
 

AFC Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs ............... 8:00 am-12:00 pm, 1:00 pm-3:30 pm 

Friday ..................................................... 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Murdock Office 

Phone ............................................................ 320-875-2451 

Kitchen .......................................................... 320-875-4320 

Mondays .................................................. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 

Appleton Office 

Phone ............................................................ 320-289-1146 

Email ........................................................ stjccao@gmail.com 

Mon-Thurs ............................................... 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
 

Staff 

Pastor ........................................................ Fr. Jeremy Kucera 

507-828-5247 ............... fatherjeremykucera@hotmail.com 

Attendance at Mass is limited to 50% normal  

capacity.  Catholics continue to be dispensed from the reli-

gious obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  You may also con-

sider attending one of our daily Masses.  Masses from St. 

Francis Parish now available on our You Tube channel:   

Saint Francis Benson MN - YouTube  



Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 4:30 pm Appleton 

 

Marriage Preparation 

Please contact AFC Office at least six months ahead of 

time to plan and prepare for your wedding.  If one party 

has been previously married, the wedding cannot move 

forward unless an annulment has been granted by the 

Catholic Church 

 

Baptism Preparation 

Please call Samantha Johnson at 320-304-3857. 

 

Pastoral Care 

If any parishioner or family member needs a pastoral care 

visit and Holy Communion, please call the parish office.  

Today’s privacy laws do not permit hospitals to contact 

churches when a patient needs a pastoral visit.  We are 

made aware of it only when the individual or their friends 

and family contact us.  We are also not always aware of 

parishioners that are homebound and would desire a pas-

toral visit. 

 

Catholic Charities 

Offers personal, marriage, family and pregnancy counsel-

ing at 1-866-670-5163 

 

Prayer Line 

If you would like to put someone on the prayer line, please 

call the Area Office at 320-842-4271.  After hours, please 

call Patricia Walsh at 320-843-2226. 

St. John Prayer Chain—please call Anne Bonk at 320-394-

2160 if you have someone to put on the prayer chain. 

 

RCIA 

Anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church please 

call the Area Office at 320-842-4271 

 
Registration/Moving 

To register in a parish or if moving, call the AFC Office at 

320-842-4271 or the Sacred Heart office at 320-875-

2451 or St. John’s at 320-289-1146. 
 
 

We are now livestreaming Masses 

at St. Francis Church on our 

YouTube channel.  You can also 

view them at a later time.  Here is 

the link:   

Saint Francis Benson MN - YouTube  
 

 

 

The Vocation View 

Peter, James, and John saw the Lord transfigured be-

fore their eyes and heard, “This is my son, my beloved, 

listen to him.” Are you listening? (Mark 9:2-10) 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

Monday, March 1 5:00 pm Rosary in Benson – that love & peace will grow among all people, especially  

   in families 

Tuesday, March 2 9-10 am Holy Hour & Confessions in Benson 

Wed., March 3  Stations of the Cross following 9 am Mass in Appleton 

   3:30-4:45 pm 2nd/3rd Grade Class in St. Francis Gathering Space 

   6:45-7:45 pm Gr. 10 & 11 at St. Francis 

   7:00 pm Patriotic Rosary in Benson 

   7-8 pm Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions in Murdock 

Thursday, March 4 Confessions following Mass in Murdock 

Friday, March 5 5:00 pm Stations of the Cross in Benson, Confessions after Stations 

   5:00 pm Stations of the Cross in Murdock 

St. Francis Church Office Hours:  Some staff will 

be working from home more often.  We will try to keep 

our office hours as normal as possible, but if you need 

to see someone in particular, please call ahead.  You 

can still contact the office via phone and email as usu-

al. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

 

 
Names will be on Prayer List for one month 

Florence Lauinger 

Brody Solomon 

Leo Bowman 

Please pray for all those in the military & their fami-

lies. 

Please pray for our priest, Father Jeremy. 

To add a name to the prayer list call 842-4271 or 

send an e-mail to  

office@stisidorethefarmerafc.org 

Please give your name and phone number so  we can 

call you if there are any questions.  If person is other 

than a close  family member,  ask the person's per-

mission to add their names to the prayer list. 



Pro-Life Rosary:  The 40 Days for Life international campaign 

to end abortion by means of prayer, fasting, and peaceful 

vigil begins February 17-March 28.  Please join us in say-

ing the Rosary after daily Mass on Thursdays at Sacred 

Heart in Murdock.  We will be using the USCCB’s pro-life 

intentions. 

 

The Bishop Lucker Lecture—Monday, March 8, 2021 at 7 

pm—has been changed to a virtual event.  Admission is 

free.  To register, please visit www.dnu.org.  You will be 

sent an email with a link to connect to the event via Zoom.  

The featured speaker will be Johnette Benkovic Williams, 

founder of EWTN’s Women of Grace.  Her talk, entitled 

“Journey in Faith” will detail her journey from being a non-

practicing Catholic to founding international apostolates of 

evangelization through Catholic media. 

 

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR— In Madagascar, half 

of all children are undernourished. That means 50% of 

kids won’t grow to reach their full potential.  But communi-

ties are changing this by focusing on improving health and 

nutrition.  What role has food played in your life?  How can 

you help those who lack access to enough nutritious food.  

Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. Rice Bowls are availa-

ble in the Gathering Space or the back of our churches. 
 

Mission of Love 2021—Help Provide Needed Teaching Materials 

for San Lucas.  The new school year in San Lucas began 

January 11.  The pandemic continues to impact the 

school, its teachers, students and administration in a dra-

matic way.  The need for teaching materials and supplies 

is greater than ever due to the distance learning and 

changes in curriculum needs.  We ask you to please con-

sider donating to this very important fundraiser for the 

school.  The children love the opportunity t learn and your 

gift gives them hope for their future and that of the school.   

You can place your donation in a specially marked enve-

lope and leave with your Sunday donation or mail to the 

Area Office.  Thank you! 

 

During this Lenten Season we will be taking up collections for the 

following charitable causes: 

San Lucas Mission, Sisters Of Mary Morningstar, Swift 

County Food Shelf, Seminarians, Mercy Fund and Hope 

Pregnancy Center.  Instead of taking up a separate collec-

tion each week, you can include your donation in a clearly 

marked envelope along with your Sunday donation or mail 

to the Area Office.  Please indicate for which charity the 

special collection should be sent. 

 

MN Food Share—Give More by Making a Cash Donation to 

Your Local Food Shelf.  Financial donations go further to 

access to food banks and discount purchasing programs, 

allowing food shelves to purchase items most needed in 

their community.  Did you know that more than 4000,000 

Minnesotans receive nutrition benefits via SNAP each 

month?  71% of those served by SNAP are children, sen-

iors and people with disabilities. 

 

 

COVID-19 Protocols 
 

• Church Occupancy  is not to exceed 50% with so-

cial distancing of at least six feet between people 

who do not live in the same household.  

• Mass Obligation: The bishops of the state have 

removed the religious obligation to attend Mass 

on Sunday, so no one should feel the obligation 

to come if he or she does not feel safe. You may 

consider attending other Masses during the week 

to spread out the numbers. 

• At Risk Individuals: Those over the age of 65 or 

with a compromised health condition are strongly 

encouraged not to attend Mass.  However, you 

are still welcome if you choose to come. 

• Showing Symptoms: Anyone showing any symp-

toms of sickness, or anyone who has a household 

member who is sick or showing symptoms of sick-

ness should not attend; this includes priests or 

other ministers who are sick or showing signs of 

sickness.  

• Holy Communion:  Communion will be the conse-

crated host, in the hand, no sharing of the chal-

ice.  Please maintain 6 foot distance between 

other parishioners  while in procession. The priest 

will wear a mask and sanitize his hands before 

distributing communion.   

• Protective Wear: .  Parishioners will need to wear 

a mask while attending Mass.  Cloth face masks 

are available in the churches. 

• Greeting: People will be instructed not to greet 

each other with touching. 

• The same protocols for attending Mass should be 

used when visiting any of our offices.    
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Your Adult Sunday Offerings are vital to the core minis-

tries of our parishes. You are encouraged to continue 

your financial support of your parish.  St. Francis parish-

ioners can use the MyEoffering online giving.  A link is 

available on the parish website.  You can also mail in 

your contributions to your parish office.  St. Francis do-

nations can be mailed to 508 13th Street North, Ben-

son, MN 56215. Sacred Heart to PO Box 9, Murdock, 

MN 56271. St. John to 349 East Reuss Ave, Appleton, 

MN 56208..  Thank you for your continued support of 

your parishes. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our churches are open for those who wish to pray: 

St. Francis, Benson – will be open Monday through 

Friday during business hours 

Sacred Heart, Murdock will be open 7 am–7 pm daily 

St. John, Appleton–will be open 9 am—3 pm daily 

We ask that you practice good hygiene when entering 

the church (wash hands, use hand sanitizer, disinfect-

ant wipes, etc. and practice social distancing) 



Free  Marriage Enrichment Seminar – A great activity for mar-

ried couples to do together during Lent – from your home, 

at your pace.  MarrigeinChrist.com is an easy to use online 

program with video presentations, a downloadable work-

book, discussion starters etc.  It is simple, practical, and 

fun!  Just 5 sessions.  Free for couples who register by 

March 31 (a $40 value).  To sign up or learn more go to:  

https://marriageinchrist.com 
 

Christian Mothers of Sacred Heart Church in Glenwood are host-

ing a free Lenten morning of reflection titled “Love’s Com-

passionate Gaze,” from 8:30 to 11am on Saturday, March 

6,  in the lower level of the handicapped accessible 

church. Led by Kristin Molitor, participants will journey 

with Veronica as she compassionately gazes upon the 

face of Jesus. No registration needed. Masks required. 

Social distancing guidelines will be followed. For more in-

formation, contact Barb at 320-634-4788, Paula at 320-

248-9193 or email sheartchurch@gmail.com. 
 

The Benson Area Memory Loss Network would like to invite you 

to join our effort to raise awareness and fight the stigma 

of memory loss by joining this virtual event on ZOOM.  The 

Remember Project is presenting the play, “In the Garden” 

which is a one act play about 3 adult children who come 

together to decide a course of action for their father who 

has Alzheimer’s.  Long ingrained familial tensions come to 

the surface as Peter, Karen, and Jamie wrestle with how 

best to treasure their father as they come to terms with 

his limitations.  This is a free vent you can watch in your 

home and will be followed by a short discussion as we 

learn more about how to support people with memory loss 

in our community.  Go to https://benson-

garden2021.eventbrite.com to sign up for a ticket.  Perfor-

mances will be held 3/15/21 at 6:30-8:30 pm, 3/16/21 

at 9-11 am and 3/23/21 at 1:30-3:30 pm and 6:30-8:30 

pm. 

Energy Assistance—Too many low-income Minnesotans 

have to choose between paying their energy bill and other 

necessities.  Minnesota’s Energy Assistance program of-

fers eligible residents help to pay their energy bills so they 

do not have to choose between life’s necessities.  This 

program is for both renters and homeowners.  Benefit 

amounts are based on the household’s heating costs, 

household size and income.   

Visit mn.gov/commerce/eap.jsp to learn more or call 1-

800-657-3710 to connect with your local service provider. 

 

SYMPATHY 

  We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of John 

Thorson who passed away Feb. 16.  John’s funeral was 

held on Feb. 22 at St. Mary’s in Willmar.  We offer prayers 

for the repose of his soul. 

 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

 

St. Francis: Benson  

Adult ................................................................... $2,357.00 

Loose Plate .............................................................. $71.00 

Fuel ........................................................................ $195.00 

Black & Indian Mission ............................................. $5.00 

Votive Lights ............................................................... $6.50 

Danvers Oratory ....................................................... $25.00 

Parish Cemetery ...................................................... $25.00 

Other Donations ................................................... $600.00 

Ash Wednesday .................................................... $380.00 
 

Total ................................................................. $3,664.50 

  

St. John:  Appleton 

Adult ................................................................... $3,327.00 

Ash Wednesday .................................................... $196.00 

Black & Indian Mission ........................................... $20.00 
 

Total ................................................................. $3,543.00 

 

Sacred Heart:  Murdock (February 14 & 21, 2021) 

Adult ................................................................... $1,459.00 

Loose Plate .............................................................. $60.00 

Fuel ........................................................................ $100.00 

Black & Indian Mission ........................................... $55.00 

Votive Lights .......................................................... $102.00 

Initial Offering .......................................................... $10.00 

Ash Wednesday .................................................... $325.00 
 

Total ................................................................. $2,111.00 

 

St. Bridget: DeGraff 

Adult ...................................................................... $540.00 
 

Thank you for sending in your contribution envelopes.  Your 

continued financial support is much appreciated and neces-

sary to help pay church expenses during this difficult time. 
 

 

Reflections for the weekly readings are part of this bulletin.  This 

publication is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 

#2129.  

Rural Resiliency: Caring for You and Yours—4 Week Webinar 

Series March 2, 9, 16, 23 from 7:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 

(Tuesday nights) This webinar series is a discussion starter 

and healthy mindset promoter for dealing with rural behav-

ioral and brain health, communication skills, and relation-

ship enrichment for self, marriage and families. Farm fami-

lies and those who work with them as consultants or 

neighbors are encouraged to attend. Rev. Dr. Larry Tranel, 

Pastoral Psychologist and Iowa State University Extension 

and Outreach Dairy Specialist is the featured speaker for:  

•March 2—Farm Stress Resiliency and Grief  

•March 9—Personality Keys When “Married” to Farm 

Stress  

•March 16—Dealing with the Stresses of Men, Women, 

and Children  

•March 23—Brain and Behavioral Health “Hacks” to Miti-

gate Distress.  

Questions can be directed to: tranel@iastate.edu. Registra-

tion is available at: http://www.aep.iastate.edu/stress. 

“This material is based upon work supported by USDA/

NIFA under Award Number 2018-70027-28586.”  
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Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

MMCJD.COM | 320-843-2610

NEED INSURANCE?  WE CAN HELP! 

Call Phil or Courtney Toll Free 866-875-2481

Murdock MN 56271

FIRST MURDOCK AGENCY

Towing & 
Storage 

Windshield 
Replacement

Ray & Cindy Staton
BENSON, MN • 320-843-2775

Zniewski Funeral Homes
~ COMPLETE FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES ~

www.zniewskifuneralhome.com 

Benson 320-842-8811 
Appleton 320-289-1000

Greg Zniewski, Jeremy Abrego and 
Jason Giese

• Real Estate Sales     • Auctions
• Land Appraisals

320-815-0460
www.HughesRealEstate.net

Lamecker’s GeneraL store
907 Atlantic Ave.

Kerkhoven, MN 56252
Ph: 320-264-3711

lameckersgeneralstore@gmail.com

Serving all of your food needs for over 45 years

320-842-7221 
www.domats.com

BREEN’S Pharmacy

Benson    320-842-4221

Since 1956

Kerkhoven, MN 
Phone: 320-264-3121

We are a full automotive and collision repair service.  We provide full 
automotive repairs, as well as, a state of the art collision repair facility.

We offer free pickup and delivery
We also have loaners available during the repair.

Wallace Auto and Collision
249 20th St NW • Benson, MN 56215

(320) 760-7971

1.800.992.8815
www.chamberlainoil.com
112 Grace Ave - Clontarf MN 56226

1200 29th Ave NE - Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

320-808-3191
235 30th Ave NE

Computer Repair & Sales
goffcomputerrepair@gmail.com

Now with a Drive Up Window

320.842.3221

217 Lundell Avenue, Ortonville, MN 56278

Call today for a tour and consultation.
320-487-4398     fairwayview.us

For All Your 
Petroleum Products

Gasoline & Ethanol • Propane • Farm Fuels 
Heating Oil for Home or Office

Great Service 
Plus a Whole Lot More!

Willmar 320-235-5200 
Murdock 320-875-2641  
Clara City 320-847-3129 
Litchfield 320-693-2411 
St. Cloud 320-252-2110(320) 392-5662

Prairie Five Community Action Council, Inc.
“Working Together to Strengthen the Quality 

of Life in Our Communities”

Donate Today to the Swift County 
Food Shelf: 320-842-8565

Providing Essential Services in Your Community
• Prairie Five Rides 
• Food Shelves & SNAP 
• Prairie Five Meals 
• Aging & Adult Services & NAPS 
• Emergency Services 
• Weatherization 
• Head Start & Early Head Start 
• MNsure Application Assistance 

• Energy Assistance 
• Outreach Offices 
• Clothing Rooms 
• Child Care Aware 

Swift County Outreach Office | 320-842-8565 
East HWY 12 | P.O. Box 321 | Benson, MN 56215

1230 Atlantic Ave., Benson, MN 56215
320-843-3754 • pdflolo@donsflooring.net

Shaw - Mannington - Mohawk
Carpet - Ceramic - Porcelain Tile - Luxury Vinyl  Tile-Vinyl  
Hardwood - Laminate - Granite/Marble - Custom Tile Showers 

We Fix Water 

Water Softeners & Drinking Water Systems 
Smell & Rust Removal | Serving West Central MN

Contact Dan Guggisberg • (320) 589-3966 
www.WeFixWaterMN.com

HYBRIDS
Contact Adam Carruth, Parishioner 

(320) 219-4564
Providing Our Customers With The Best Seed 

Quality, Seed Performance, and Service.

The Flower Basket
850 Atlantic Ave, Benson 

(320) 314-8555
Dianne & Beth Halvorson

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

320.842.9173
sales@backstreetprinting.com

Todd Trudel, OD • Jacob Bollman, OD

Benson    (320) 842-4131

Call or visit our website to learn more about SCBHS care!

Hospital 320.843.4232 | Clinic 320.843.2030 
www.scbh.org

Meadow Creek  
Hospitality 

Assisted Living

4000 Cty.Rd. 15 SW | 320-269-9000

27193  R6-20

Michael T Berreau
Financial Associate
320-843-2981


