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Estimated  
Monthly  
Expenses 

$26,360.00 

WEEK I INCOME $7,888.56 

WEEK 2 INCOME $ 

WEEK 3 INCOME $ 

WEEK 4 INCOME $ 

TOTAL $7,888.56 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Thank you for your continued generous 
support of our parish, most especially 
during these trying times. Thank you and 
stay well! 

To report child abuse contact: Iowa              
Department of  Human  Services Child Abuse     
Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy 
or church  personnel also notify : Alicia Owens,  
Victim  Assistance  Coordinator, 563-349-5002, 
vac@diodav.org  or PO Box 232,   Bettendorf, 
IA  52722. 

Readings for the week of December 13, 2020 
 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 
  Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt  
  21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 
  21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14  
   [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk  
  1:5-25 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/ 
  Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 
 
 

Observances for the week of December 13, 2020 
 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Advent 
Monday:  St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the  
   Church 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent 

TUESDAY, Dec 15  Mass for Rita Penne + 

WEDNESDAY, Dec 16  Mass for Andy Geise 

THURSDAY, Dec 17  Mass for Special Intention 

FRIDAY, Dec 18   Mass for Dorothy Miller + 

SATURDAY, Dec 19  Mass for Elizabeth Hansen + 

SUNDAY, Dec  20     Mass for John Montgomery + 

   Mass for the People of the Parish 

Please note that due to COVID-19, attendance for weekend  
Masses is scheduled through the parish office. 

Join the community of St. Mary's 
for an hour of Adoration every 
Wednesday from  5 pm to 5:30 
pm. 



A  W O R D  F R O M  F R .  R O S S   

Faith Formation Families: 
 
Please remember to return your ornaments by THIS Friday, December 18th.  In the 
lower gathering space there are two labeled baskets for you to place your beautiful           
creations in. Thank you for helping to brighten the parish Christmas Tree and the lives 
of others. 

“Joy is not ours to command. We watch for it, make room for it, and feel gratitude when it arrives—a heart-

opening presence, a gift from God. It can color the world like the sky at sunrise, or condense to the flame of 

a single candle that sees us through the night. Joy can feel like the most natural thing in the world, or the 

most elusive. Its light shines out in a shared laugh or a thoughtful gesture. We know joy in the experience of 

beauty, or when we offer our best and find that it pulls us into the flow of life.”  

- Susan Christerson Brown 

“Gaudete Sunday” is the name we used to give this Third Sunday of Advent. The name is gifted us from the 

Latin word for rejoice. It is a Sunday set apart from the rest of lent to allow us to reflect on the essence of 

Christian joy.  

Joy is something accessible to us all, something Paul writes about in his letter to the Thessalonians - 

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” But where is this joy, and how can we find it if it seems to be    

evading us?  

The messages on our television screens and iPhones seem to imply that joy comes only through the     

numbing of pain or the accumulation of goods. If we really ask ourselves, in all humility and honesty, we 

find that our human experience tells us something different. It tells us the truth - that joy comes when we 

are connected with others and when we have something to look forward to.  

Taking that one step further, the fullness of joy resides in coming to know the face of God in his Son,        

rejoicing in the discovery that we are not simply forms of life, but beloved children of the Living God. We all 

have nothing less than a fullness of life with God to look forward to. 

Taking a leaf out of John the Baptist’s book, let’s also rejoice and be glad that we, you and me and our 

mother and our best friend and our neighbor across the street, are not the messiah. I don’t know if we 

acknowledge that enough. None of us is the messiah, and praise God about that. We wouldn’t be that great 

at it. 

Rejoice and be glad that we are not the messiah. Rejoice and be glad that we already have one – Jesus, the 

Christ. The one who was promised to come, who did come, and who promises to come again. Our hope, 

our joy, our love, is rooted in this God-become-Man. 
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YEAH, YOU. 

@davenportvocations 

davenportvocations.org 

563-888-4255 

This Christmas Season, the Knights of Columbus 
will again have beautiful Christmas cards to share 
with your loved ones for sale!   

COVID-19 has made contact with family and 
friends, a real challenge, and what better way to 
send warm wishes for the Holidays!   The Knights 
will have cards on display, in the lower gathering 
space for a free-will donation.  You can also make 
arrangements to get them dropped off at your 
home.   

For drop off service, please contact Rick Jacoby by 
calling 641-990-7879 or you may email Rick  
at rickjacobykofc@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your continued support of our 
Knights and helping to Keep Christ in Christmas. 

Happy Birthday to our very own Ken Thompson who turns the tender age 
of 90 this December 29th.  To celebrate, his family is planning a card     
shower for Ken. So, if you wish to send well wishes (or life advice) to Ken, 
you can do so by mailing your  greetings by December 29th to 
 
Ken Thompson 
 711 16th Ave. Unit 208,  
Grinnell, Iowa 50112. 
 
If you prefer to email a birthday greeting, you can do so by                                     
emailing  kmschmidt@mchsi.com. 

Thank you! 

Because of our space restrictions, Christmas 
Masses are open through reservation only, to 
make sure there is no over-crowding. 
 
You can sign up on through the link at the top of 
our website. There is still space at available!  
 
Please make sure you read and follow the      
instructions that can be found in that link before 
signing up. 
 
Our Masses will be at 4pm, 6:30 pm and 9 pm 
on Christmas Eve and at 9 am on Christmas day. 
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Family Faith Formation - Due to the pandemic, this year’s 
Faith Formation program is Family-based. We have put     
together material each month for families to delve into and 
learn with. Our families are not alone in this, as each family 
belongs to a cohort of families, who meet virtually. Twice a 
month, family groups meet with Family Coaches who walk 
through the month’s materials as they offer support, prayer, 
and encouragement. 
 

The St. Mary Knights of Columbus are holding a ‘Coats For Kids’ drive to 
support the Invisible Closet at Grinnell High School. Knights are looking for 
new or gently used winter coats (if used, we need them to be washed  
prior to donating), primarily in adult sizes, though we will make use of any 
size. 
  

There will be coat rack in the Gathering Space where donated coats can be placed. Please bring your donated 
coats for the next two weekends for them to get to kids as the weather turns colder! 
  
Knights will work with schools to distribute your donations to kids who need a winter coat. Thank you for your 
support of this effort to help kids right here in Grinnell! 
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A Journey for Life. 

FA I T H  F O R M AT I O N      

Don’t forget to put St. Mary 
Webpage and Facebook page 
as a favorite on your browser. 
We are keeping up with our 
weekly questions about the 
readings, a new Saint each 
month, among other things. 
Feel free to  contact us by          
e-mail with suggestions and/or   
ideas AND post pictures to our 
Facebook page of how you are 
doing things to form your faith 
as  individuals and as families!  

Currently on the schedule for young people/families:  

Please be sure to return your ornaments by          
December 18th.  There are two labeled baskets in 
the lower lobby of the church for you to put them 
in. 

 TBD by each group—Parent Group Meetings for December 

 Sunday, December 13—12:30 PM Confirmation 2021       

Preparation on Zoom 

 Sunday, December 13—6 PM HS (9-12) Let’s Zoom… check 

your e-mails for more information. 

Families with current 8-11th grade students 

please watch your  e-mails for information     

regarding NCYC 2021!  More information is to 

come soon. 



Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  

SAINT OF THE 
MONTH 

GOSPEL for Sunday, December 13, 2020  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

John 1:19–28 
 

This Third Sunday in Advent is also known as Guadete Sunday. A pink or rose colored candle, representing 
joy, is lit on the Advent Wreath in recognition of the joy we experience at the coming of the Lord. This 
week, the Gospel reading comes from the Gospel of John. As we again learn about John the Baptist and 
his role in proclaiming the coming of the Messiah, John shares with the people that he is not the Messiah, 
or Elijah or the Prophet. John is only preparing people to get ready for the coming of the Lord.  

Discussion Questions (Elementary):  Talk with your young children about how it feels to be in a very dark 
room (maybe even sit with them in a room without lights). Then, slowly (using a flashlight) begin to add 
light to the room so that there is some light and then turn all of the lights on in the room.  Talk with them 
about how it feels when they start to see some light and then when the room is fully lit.  Explain that this 
is like Advent, when we start in darkness, but are starting to see hints of light in the room (we know Jesus 
will be coming); as we wait for Jesus to arrive (the room is completely light).   

Discussion Questions (MS/HS): Talk with your middle school/high school students about how the 
priests and Levites came to John the Baptist asking, "Who are you?" What was John the Baptist's answer? 
What does his answer tell us about his relationship to Jesus? How would each of  you answer if someone 
asked, "Who are you?" Does your answer say anything about your relationship to Jesus? If so, what does 
it say? If not, how would you describe your relationship to Jesus? 

I am your merciful Mother, 
to you and to all mankind 
who love me and trust in 

me and invoke my help.  
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Tom & Dianne Latimer 

 
1219 Zimmerman Drive • Grinnell

(641) 236-6616 
www.asisignage.com

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Thomas W. Cirks, AIF® 
Financial Representative 

T (641) 236-8065 
www.cirksfinancial.com

 
909 Main Street • Grinnell, Iowa 50112

Grinnell Insurance Agency, Inc. 
1006 MAIN STREET • GRINNELL, IA 

(641) 236-4681

Darren Walton 
Deanne Tice 
Jenny Meyer 

(641) 236-3121 
1025 Main St. • Grinnell, IA 50112

(641) 236-7965
“SAFELY DOING EVERYTHING  

WE DO BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE”

RENFROW 
Senior Care, PC

 
Marjorie M. Renfrow M.D.

641-352-7080
120 West Street 

Grinnell, Iowa 50112

www.RenfrowSeniorCare.com

833 Main Street • Grinnell 
(641) 236-8668

Poweshiek Abstract 
 Co., Inc.

Smith 
FUNERAL HOME

1103 Broad St., Grinnell 
www.smithfh.com

Custom Monument Service

William D. Smith • Joel M. Smith

Betty M. Broders 
Independent Watkins Consultant 

(641) 236-9936 
bmbemporium@hotmail.com

Vanilla • Black Pepper • Cinnamon & More

A Place to Call Home 
• Senior Living
• Assisted Living
• Rehab Services
• Nursing Care

(641) 236-6151
616 Broad Street 
Grinnell, IA 50112

C&K TRANSFER 
Moving & Storage Services

(641) 236-3418 
127 East St S., Grinnell 
Big or Small We Do It All!

Kevin L. Durbin 
Agent 

(641) 236-4307

234 West St. S. • Grinnell

 
Like a good neighbor;  

State Farm is there

DAVID M. SMITH, DDS, PC, FAGD 
DAVID J. CUNNINGHAM, DDS 

CHRIS T. ROUDABUSH, DDS, PC 
MATTHEW E. MILLER, DMD 

PETER T. MARSHO, DDS

Family Dentistry 

825 Broad Street 
 (641) 236-6169

THE DOOR DOCTOR 

Residential and Commercial 

Overhead Doors and Openers 

• Sales Service & Installation •  

432 West St Grinnell

641-236-9655

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

(641) 236-4318 
101 WEST ST 

GRINNELL, IA 52069

GARLING 
CONSTRUCTION, INC

Doug DeMeulenaere 
OWNER 

319.444.3409 
ddemeul@garlingconstruction.com

garlingconstruction.com
1120 11th Street • belle Plaine, IA 52208

Screenprinting • Embroidery 
Advertising Specialty Items 

Awards • Engravings
931 Main St

641-236-4615

Attorney Adam D. Otto
General Practice Including Estate Planning

(641) 792-7000 
OttoLawyers.com • adam@ottolawyers.com

Carpet • Laminate • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood

Todd & Nicole Luther, Owners
641.236.6103

922 Main St, Grinnel • LutherFloorCovering.com

Concrete-HardscapeConcrete-Hardscape  
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Grinnell, IA
  • Foundations • Flatwork • Retaining Walls  

• Epoxy & Decorative Flooring 
Mike VanTomme • 641-990-2395 Mike VanTomme • 641-990-2395 

www.vantommeinc.comwww.vantommeinc.com

Kevin P. Stallman, Owner/Pharmacist 
Jennifer Stallman, Owner/Manager
320 6th Avenue • Grinnell, IA 50112 
641.236.3662 | f: 641.236.0260 

www.medicap.com

PARTNERS • RESOURCES • ADVOCACY

Marjorie M. Renfrow MD

Medical Director

(641) 323-2047
www.hospiceof themidwest.com

Located in Grinnell IA

Auto Service & Repair 
641-236-0404

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
553 Highway 6 Grinnell 
www.grinnellauto.com

CURT’S 
COLLISION 

CENTER
 Locally Owned & Operated for over 25 Years

Full Auto Body Collision Services 
Dent Repair  Aluminum Repairs

641-236-0323 
521 West Street Grinnell


