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A p r i l  3 ,  2 0 2 2  

M A K I N G  D I S C I P L E S  O F  J E S U S  B Y  O U R  W I T N E S S  O F  A  L I V I N G  F A I T H  

Saturday 
4:30 pm -  Bluffton (St. John the Baptist) 
5:00 pm - Verndale (St. Frederick) 
7:00 pm - Motley (St. Michael) 
7:30 pm - Menahga (Assumption of Our Lady) 
 
Sunday 
 8:00 am - Bertha (St. Joseph) 
 8:30 am - Staples (Sacred Heart) 
10:00 am - Wadena (St. Ann) 
10:30 am - Bluegrass (St. Hubert) 
*Highlighted Mass times are livestreamed 

Weekend Mass Schedule  

Dear Visitors: 
 

Welcome to Mary, Mother of the Church Area  
Catholic Community! We are a community of eight  
parishes united to provide for the pastoral and  
spiritual needs of all. As an Area Catholic Community, 
we share resources, talents, and efforts with the hope 
of reenergizing Catholics so all parishes thrive within 
the Diocese of Saint Cloud.  

 

Please join us!  To become a member, contact us at  
218-894-2296 or 218-632-7309 for a registration form. 

Reconciliation Schedule 
Tuesdays:     6:30 - 8:00 pm Wadena 
                        after 6:30 pm Mass, Motley  
Thursdays:   6:00 - 6:50 pm Bertha 
Fridays:        after 8:30 am Mass, Staples 
Saturdays:   3:30 - 4:15 pm Bluffton 
                        4:00 - 4:45 pm Verndale 

            www.marysacc.org  
 

           facebook.com/marysacc 
 

Sacred Heart School:  
sacredheartareaschool.org 
www.facebook.com/sacredheartareaschool  
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Pastor 
Father Aaron Kuhn  
Phone: 218-632-7314  
Email: fatheraaronkuhn@marysacc.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Father Gabriel Walz 
Phone: 218-414-0818  
Email:  fathergabrielwalz@marysacc.org 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Bob Shaffer  
Phone: 218-924-2079 
Email: deaconbobshaffer@marysacc.org  
 

Deacon 
Deacon John Wolak  
Phone: 218-894-2296 
Email:  deaconjohnwolak@marysacc.org 
 

ACC Business Administrator 
Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Phone: 218-632-7315  
Email:  deaconrandy@marysacc.org  

 

Sacred Heart, St. Michael, St. Hubert, St. 
Frederick, Assumption of Our Lady 
 

Parish Office: 218-894-2296                           
Email: mmurray@marysacc.org  
Secretary: Mary Murray 
Office Hours: T-TH 9am - 4pm 
 

Bookkeeper: Connie DeVault  
Mon, Tues, and Thurs 
cdevault@marysacc.org 
 

For Bluegrass, Verndale, Menahga 
218-445-5204 
vbmcatholicbook@wcta.net 

St. Ann, St. John the Baptist, and  
St. Joseph 
 

Parish Office:  218-632-7309  
Email: bpiecek@marysacc.org  
Business Manager: Barb Piecek 
Office Hours: M-F 8am - 4pm 

PARISH CONTACTS 
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For April 3, 2022 - Lent Week Five  
Update on the progress of our Area Catholic Community 
(ACC): the transition from parish councils to Parish Life 
Committees.  
 

Over the last nine months, our ACC Pastoral Council–
made up of two representatives from each parish–has 
been working hard to organize our leadership for the 
ACC and its parishes.  
– Our ACC Planning Council was transformed into our 
ACC Pastoral Council.  
– Our individual parish Finance Councils have remained 
intact but are learning how to interact as eight parishes 
in one ACC.  
 

And that has left us wondering what to do with our 
eight parish councils. Do they continue alongside the 
ACC Pastoral Council and eight finance councils–
presumably duplicating meeting times, duties, and    
dissemination of information–or do we help them to 
evolve to something better suited to our needs?  
 

Some of our parish councils have historically doubled as 
finance councils and organizational committees.. Most 
also functioned as a committee more than a council. In 
the mind of the Church, councils offer advice to the   
pastor and assist in research of new ways to do things or 
solve problems. Committees, however, get things done. 
With this distinction between councils and committees, 
it is possible to see how some parish councils have      
actually functioned less like a consultative group for the 
pastor to learn from so that decisions can be made, and 
more like a committee that gets updated on parish    
activities and then focuses on things like going over the 
financials and making sure annual fundraising efforts 
are organized and achieved. It is in light of the above 
that our ACC has been looking to transition our parish 
councils into parish life committees. 
 

What is a parish life committee? It is a group of            
parishioners that help us to get things done to positively 
affect parish life. They assist the pastor and the parish to 
be invitational, to care for and cultivate relationships 
with parishioners, and to organize and carry out           
approved tasks. The parish life committee members 
serve the parish by contacting every household at least 
once a year to check in. They help to recognize the 
needs of parishioners and connect them to resources. 
They connect talent to ministries and gifts to service. 
They organize regular pictorial directories, social events, 
and a comprehensive list of ministries that need to be 
filled. They have some freedom to meet without having 
to have the pastor mandatorily present as the other 
councils are required. And they work hard to build up 
the life of the parish and help unite the ACC. 
 

Will our new parish life committees be 
perfect? Probably, but maybe not, 
which means all of us will need to be 
patient as our parishes adjust to this 
new way of being.   

 
Early Bulletin Submittal Dates 

Wednesday, March 30th for the  April 
10th bulletin and Wednesday, April 6th 
for the April 17th bulletin. 
 
Submit bulletin requests to Mary Murray 
mmurray@marysacc.org. 

mailto:deaconrandy@marysacc.org
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MASS INTENTIONS  

P R AY E R  

05  
9:00 am † Jerry Nanik 
St Frederick, Verndale  
6:30 pm † Brian Goeden 
St. Michael, Motley 

06  

 

8:00 am † Wm F. & Hildegard 
Haman  
St. John the Baptist, Bluffton 
9:00 am † Barbara Malone 
St. Hubert, Bluegrass 

07  

 

8:30 am  †  Ann Vorgert 
Sacred Heart, Staples  
7:00 pm † Paula Discher 
St. Joseph, Bertha 

08  
8:00 am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
St. Ann, Wadena  
8:30 am  † Michael Doyle 
Sacred Heart, Staples  

09  
4:30 pm  † Mary Perius & Jim 
Vetter 
St. John the Baptist, Bluffton  
5:00 pm  Pro-Life 
St. Frederick, Verndale 
7:00 pm  † Richard Ziegler 
St. Michael, Motley  
7:30 pm For the People 
Assumption of Our Lady, Menahga 

1 0  
8:00 am  †  Rick Schmitz 
St. Joseph, Bertha  
8:30 am  † Delbert Hansen 
Sacred Heart, Staples 
10:00 am † Joe Stelflug 
St. Ann, Wadena  
10:30 am  † David & Arlis Kern 
St. Hubert, Bluegrass 

 

Readings for the week of April 3, 2022 
Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8-14/         
Jn 8:1-11 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 
3b-4, 5-6/Jn 8:12-20 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 
8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-
24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/ 
Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49 
 
Observances for the week of April 3, 2022 
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent 
Monday: St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Tuesday: St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest 

      Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Tuesday,   9:30 am -  10:30 am (Verndale) 
Tuesday,  6:30 pm -  8:00 pm (Wadena) 
Tuesday,   7:00 pm -  8:00 pm  (Motley) 
Wednesday, 12:pm to 2:00pm (Menahga) 
Thursday, 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm (Bertha)  
1st Friday,  9:00 am -  4:00 pm (Staples) 
Saturday,  3:30 pm -  4:30 pm (Bluffton)  

 
 

From Fr. Peter Kirchner—Thank you for the prayers.  
 
Father has moved into an assisted living apartment on 
the Country Manor Campus in Sartell and is back on   
dialysis 3 days a week. 

 
 
 
 

Please Pray for a return to Good Health for  
Father Peter Kirchner 

The App for Catholic Life Every Day™ 
 

Scan the QR code with your smart phone to download 
the myParish App 

 

Parishioners of all ages use smartphones and apps to 
connect everyday and are ready for their parish to go 
mobile. Not only can they keep up to date with church 
events and notifications but they can have prayers,   
readings, and reflections in their  
pocket at all times. 
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N E WS  FO R  A L L   

Wine & Cheese 
 

Young Adult Gathering 
 

Father Gabriel will be hosting a wine and cheese     
social at the St. Frederick’s Parish House for singles 
and couples  on Sunday, April 3rd from 1-3 pm. 
 

Please join us!  All free will offerings will go towards 
youth trips and events. 
 

Daycare provided in the church basement. 
 

  
1 - 3 PM 

Sunday / 04.03.2022 

Part-time Parish Secretary:  St. Ann’s  
Wadena Parish Office.  Approximately 20 
hours per week. 
 
ACC Discipleship Director: Responsible for 
coordination, planning, and management of a 
comprehensive discipleship process for all   
ages in the Area Catholic Community (ACC). 
This is a full-time position. 
 
St. Ann’s Discipleship Director: Responsible 
for coordinating parish formation in the faith 
for children in Grades K-12 under the leader-
ship of the pastor. This is a part-time position. 
 
ACC Communications Director  
The Communications Director coordinates, 
plans and manages a comprehensive print, 
electronic and social media program for the 
parishes within the cluster and Area Catholic 
Community (ACC); this includes publication of 
the weekly print bulletin, monthly newsletter, 
publication on social media of relevant events, 
administration of the website, and working 
with pastoral staff to communicate              
programming and information about the  
mission of Jesus Christ.  
 
To apply for all positions:  Email Deacon 
Randy at deaconrandy@marysacc.org or call  
218-631-7315. 

Sunday, April 10th – 1:30pm 
Sacred Heart 
Sandwiches & Desserts  

Sunday, April 10th – 7:00pm 
St. Michael 
Children’s Door Prizes 
Sandwiches & Desserts  

HAM BINGO 
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Are you new to the Parish or a current 
member with an address change?  Please 
complete this form and drop it in the offering.  
 
Name _____________________________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________ 
 
Phone Number  (_____) ______________________ 
 

E-Mail _____________________________________ 
 

I am new to the Parish ____  
 

Update my information ____  
 

St. Joseph __        St. Hubert __ 
 
St. John the Baptist __     St. Ann __  
  

Assumption of Our Lady __       St. Michael __  
 

Sacred Heart __        St. Frederick __      

N E W S  F O R  A L L  

Saint Hubert, Bluegrass 

St. Hubert Christian Women will have a meeting 
Wednesday, April 6th after the 9am mass. 
 
St. Hubert Men’s Spring Breakfast 
The men of St. Hubert Parish will be serving ham, 
scrambled eggs, and pancakes in the church base-
ment following the 10:30 Mass on Sunday, April 3. 
There will be a free will offering. 
Everyone from ALL ACC parishes are welcome. 
 
Parish Life Committee, meeting is Tue. April 5, 7-8 
pm in the church basement. All parishioners (men 
and  women) are invited and welcome to attend. 
 
Learn the art of palm braiding on Palm Sunday, 
April 10th. This will be done in the narthex after the 
10:30 Mass. 

Ham Bingo April 10 - Parishioners with the last 
names starting with A-K bring sandwiches; last 
names starting with M-Z bring bars/desserts. 
 
New and gently used plastic Easter eggs & bags of 
candy will be collected in the bin at the back of the 
church through Sunday, April 10th for the 1st Annual 
Amy Granby Memorial Easter Egg hunt. Thank you 
all for your generous donations. This event will be 
Saturday, April 23rd at St. Michael's. 
 
Parish Directory Updating- someone from the 
parish will be reaching out to you in the next 2 
weeks to update our parish directory and see how 
you are. Your assistance is greatly appreciated in this 
process. If you are new to the parish or have not 
registered please call the parish office or fill out the 
slip in the bulletin and drop it in the collection 
basket. 
 
Your church is in NEED OF VOLUNTEERS for 
Sacristans, Lectors, Ushers, Eucharist Ministers, Altar 
Servers. We would like to be able to put together a 
rolling schedule and at this time we do not have 
enough volunteers to do this. Please call the Staples 
office if you can help with these ministries. 
 
Parish Life Committee - next meeting will be 
Thursday, April 7th at 6pm in the basement of the 
church. All parishioners are welcome to attend.  

Saint Michael, Motley 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  - Make a Way 
 

What’s your comfort zone: emotionally, professionally, 
personally? We all have one. But did you realize that you 
can have one spiritually? Think about what you like and 
what you don’t particularly enjoy when it comes to 
church, prayer, and liturgy. We all have “those songs” we 
crinkle our noses at, either because they’re too modern or 
too old-fashioned. We all have “those people” in our par-
ish whose ideas we aren’t so sure about, whether that’s 
because they’re trying to change too much or because 
they seem always to be looking toward the past. Also, 
when was the last time you sat on the OTHER side of the 
church during Mass? 
 

As much as we may not want to admit it, even (and       
especially) as people of God, we get deeply attached to 
our own personal comfort zones — and we tend to view 
those outside with distrust. 
 

But what if God had a comfort zone? What if He viewed 
us, in our sin and our misery, as too “far away” from      
Himself to reach? Thankfully, our God is a God who 
“opens a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters.” 
Our God is a God who does “something new.” 
 
The call to stewardship demands that we look outside of 
ourselves. Our thoughts, our opinions, our preferences — 
these things are not important to the steward. Even if 
there is a vast, dry desert of discord, or a seemingly end-
less wasteland of opposing views between us and our 
neighbor, God challenges us to “make a way” out of our 
comfort zone, that together we may announce His praise. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Saint Frederick, Verndale Saint John the Baptist, Bluffton 

Thank you to Joe Peluso for all the hard work and 
effort you put into as our maintenance/custodian at 
St. John. Joe is stepping down from his position at 
St. John and Leroy Ament will be the new mainte-
nance person beginning April 1st. Thank you Joe and 
welcome Leroy! Blessings to both of you. 

Christian Women’s Meeting is scheduled for  
Monday, April 4th, in the church basement. Rosary 
at 6 pm with meeting to follow.  
 

Parish Life Committee will meet at 5 pm on      
Monday, April 4th  in the church basement. 
Input is needed for future church activities.              
All parishioners welcome.  Sacred Heart, Staples 

 Ham Bingo is scheduled for Sunday, April 10th at 
1:30 pm in the church basement.  
 
Easter Bake Sale by Circle 15 at Sacred Heart on 
Sunday, April 10th, following 8:30 mass.  
 

New and gently used plastic Easter eggs & bags of 
candy will be collected in the bin at the back of the 
church through Sunday, April 10th for the 1st Annual 
Amy Granby Memorial Easter Egg hunt. Thank you 
all for your generous donations. This event will be 
Saturday, April 23rd at St. Michael's. 
 
Tuesday, April 5th at 7pm, will be the next Circle 15       
meeting at Gail Honek’s home. 
 
Saint Theresa Mission will have their April meeting 
on Thursday the 7th after 8:30 mass . 
 
Your church is in NEED OF VOLUNTEERS for       
Sacristans, Lectors, Ushers, Eucharist Ministers, Altar   
Servers. We would like to be able to put together a 
rolling schedule and at this time we do not have 
enough volunteers to do this. Please call the Staples 
office if you can help with these ministries. 
 
Please join us for wine and cheese after Holy   
Saturday Mass. 
 
The Choir will be singing during the Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday Masses. 
 
Thank you to Mary Kobliska, JoAnn Schornack, and 
Carol Hoffmann for providing the faith formation 
meal on March 23rd. It was delicious and very       
appreciated! 

Assumption of Our Lady, Menahga 

The next Christian Women meeting is April 14th at 
2:30pm. 
 
Parish Life Committee meeting will be April 5th at 
7:00pm to 8:00pm.  All are welcome. 

 

Free Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 pm every Friday 
during Lent, followed by Stations of the Cross at 
7:00 pm. 
 

Parish Life Committee will meet after the 8:00 am  
Mass on Sunday, April 3rd in the church basement.  
All parishioners welcome. 
 

Easter flower order forms - If you would like to  
donate a flower in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please pick up an  Easter flower order form in 
the back of the church. You may drop the              
order form and donation in the Sunday collection or 
mail it to St. Joseph Parish.   
All orders due by April 10, 2022. 
 
Mommy Meals: 
St. Joseph of Bertha has a ministry to help families 
ease the time when a baby joins the family. 
Parishioners (and sometimes others outside our 
parish) have been donating their time and energy 
to make and give a meal to a new mother after she 
gives birth.  This is meant to help give the mother 
time to rest after she has her baby and to take a 
load off the family, allowing them to have time to 
adjust and bond. It has been a successful ministry, 
one that gives joy to the givers as well as to the re-
ceivers. We have served 24 meals to families since 
we started back in 2014.  If you are interested in 
helping in this  ministry, please call or text Kathy 
Wagner at (320) 305-2897 or email her at kathryn-
wagner11@yahoo.com to find out more.  We would 
love to have you join our ministry! 
 
Christian Mother's is inviting everyone to join us 
after Mass on Palm Sunday to share, teach and/or 
learn palm braiding skills and for fellowship with 
Pax (Peace) cakes and pretzels.        

Saint Joseph, Bertha 

Saint Ann, Wadena 

Springfest meeting on Monday, April 4, from 7pm 
to 8pm at St. Ann. 
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                             D I S C I P L E S H I P  N E W S   
 

  STEUBENVILLE GATHERINGS: 
 

Wednesday, April 13th 
6:00-9:00 pm / Wadena 

 
Get-To-Know-You event for all 
Youth and Chaperones who are 
attending the Steubenville 
Youth Conference July 29-31.   
 
Enjoy food, fun, and fellowship 
as we get to know each other 
and Father Gabriel before the 
big event! 
#ICEBREAKER 

 
 
 
We only have 1 more spot! Who wants to fill the last seat?  
Come and join us! For more details or to sign up, contact Nicki at 
nfink@marysacc.org or 612-597-2825 

  Steubenville gatherings 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

YOUTH NIGHTS: 
Saturday, April 23rd 

6:00-8:00 pm / St. Hubert 
 

Wednesday, May 18th 
6:00-8:00 pm / St. Joseph 

 
 

FIRST COMMUNION  
Retreat: 

Weekend of April 23/24 
 

FIRST COMMUNION  
WEEKEND: 

Weekend of April 30/May 1 
 
 

GRADUATION MASS: 
Weekend of May 21/22 

 
CONFIRMATION RITE OF  

CALLING: 
Weekend of June 4/5 

 
 

CONFIRMATION: 
Sunday, October 16th 

Announcement 
There is NO FAITH FORMATION at any site on 

April 13, 2022 
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St. Joseph, Bertha  
Ginger Gilbert 218-296-1531 
Kathy Harren 218-738-3558 
 

St. Hubert, Bluegrass  
Shirley Malone 218-640-6113 
 

St. John the Baptist, Bluffton  
Margaret VanErp  218 - 862 - 8400 
 

Assumption of Our Lady, Menahga  
Sarah Bobst 320-232-9828 
 

St. Michael, Motley  
Connie Becker 218-894-1176 
 

Sacred Heart, Staples  
Arlene 218-894-3922 
Rose 218-894-2267 
 

St. Frederick, Verndale  
Bonnie Richter 218-640-2408      
 

St. Ann, Wadena  
Rose Johnson 218-631-3142 

BAPTISM PREPARATION  
Those seeking Baptism should contact the parish office. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  
If you or someone you know is in need of the Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick, please notify the pastor as 
soon as possible. 
 

MARRIAGE PREPERATION  
Newly engaged couples must contact the pastor at least 
six months before the proposed wedding date.   

WADENA AREA FAMILY COUNSELING  
 

Paula Johnson, MS, MA, LMFT  
Christian Counseling -  Tuesdays  
at St. Ann’s  in Wadena.  
Call 844-816-1847 or 320-253-3540  
to schedule an appointment or for more info: 
TheCenterForFamilyCounseling.com 

113 Aspen Ave. NW Menahga, MN 56464 
Mail - P.O. Box 177 Staples, MN 56479 

 ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY,  Menahga 

 

 

Sacred Heart Area School Principal 
William Liedl:  218-894-2077 
principal@sacredheartareaschool.org 
 

Secretary/Health Aide 
Jessica Alexander:  218-894-2077 
sacredheartareaschool@staplesnet.com 

Director of Discipleship:  Kate Waln 
Email: kwaln@marysacc.org 

SAINT MICHAEL, Motley 
280 1st Ave. S., Motley, MN 56466 
Mail: PO Box 177, Staples, MN 56479 

Director of Discipleship:  Nicki Fink  
Email:  nfink@marysacc.org 
 

Director of Discipleship:  Abbie Detloff 
Email:  adetloff@marysacc.org  

Director of Discipleship:  Martha Ray 
Email:  mray@marysacc.org 

SAINT FREDERICK, Verndale 
20 Mason Ave NW, Verndale, MN 56481 
Mail: PO Box 177 Staples, MN 56479 

Director of Discipleship:  Kate Waln 
Email: kwaln@marysacc.org 

SAINT ANN, Wadena 

514 First Street SE, Wadena, MN 56482 

Director of Discipleship:  Bonnie Witthuhn 
Email:  bwitthuhn@marysacc.org 

SAINT HUBERT, Bluegrass 

22008 CTY Rd 23, Sebeka, MN 56477 
Mail:  PO Box 177 Staples, MN 56479 

Director of Discipleship:  Kate Waln 
Email: kwaln@marysacc.org 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, Bluffton 

310 Main Street, Bluffton, MN  56518 
Mail: 514 First Street SE, Wadena, 
MN 56482 

SAINT JOSEPH, Bertha 

201 Cherry Street 
Mail: PO Box 158, Bertha, MN 56437 

Director of Discipleship:  Stephanie Heinze    
Email:  sheinze@marysacc.org 

SACRED HEART, Staples 
310 4th St NE, Staples, MN 56479 
Mail: PO Box 177 Staples, MN 56479 

Director of Discipleship:  Nicole Fink  
Email:  nfink@marysacc.org 
 

Director of Discipleship:  Abbie Detloff 
Email:  adetloff@marysacc.org  

 

PARISH INFORMATION 

P 
R 
A 
Y 
E 
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mailto:principal@sacredheartareaschool.org
mailto:sacredheartareaschool@staplesnet.com
mailto:adetloff@marysacc.org
mailto:adetloff@marysacc.org
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 Palm Sunday Weekend: April 9/10 
Saturday Mass at 4:30pm at St. John The Baptist, Bluffton 
Saturday Mass at 5:00pm at St. Frederick, Verndale 
Saturday Mass at 7:00pm at St. Michael, Motley 
Saturday Mass at 7:30pm at Assumption of Our Lady, Menahga 
 
Sunday Mass at 8:00am at St. Joseph, Bertha 
Sunday Mass at 8:30am at Sacred Heart, Staples 
Sunday Mass at 10:00am at St. Ann, Wadena 
Sunday Mass at 10:30am at St. Hubert, Bluegrass 

Holy Thursday Mass: April 14 
Thursday at 5:30pm at St. Ann, Wadena 
Thursday at 7:00pm at Sacred Heart, Staples 

Good Friday Services: April 15 
Friday Service at 12:00pm at St. Ann, Wadena 
Friday Service at 3:00pm at Sacred Heart, Staples 
Friday Service at 7:00pm at St. John The Baptist, Bluffton 

Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil Mass: April 16 
Saturday Mass at 8:30pm at Sacred Heart, Staples 
Saturday Mass at 8:30pm at St. Ann, Wadena 

Easter Sunday Masses: April 17 
Sunday Mass at 8:00am at St. Joseph, Bertha 
Sunday Mass at 8:00am at St. Hubert, Bluegrass 
Sunday Mass at 8:00am at Assumption of Our Lady, Menahga 
Sunday Mass at 8:00am at St. Frederick, Verndale 
Sunday Mass at 10:30am at St. John The Baptist, Bluffton 
Sunday Mass at 10:30am at St. Michael, Motley 
Sunday Mass at 10:30am at Sacred Heart, Staples 
Sunday Mass at 10:30am at St. Ann, Wadena 
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Springfest 2022 is scheduled for Friday, April 22, 2022 at St. Ann. This is an in-person event with an elegant 
meal, live auction and a virtual silent auction for all. Tickets are now available at Weber’s Wadena Hardware, 
O’Kane Dental, St. Ann Business Office and from Springfest committee members. Tickets are $35 or buy a 
round table for eight, up front and central, for $300. Limited seating! Daycare is available. Pre-register by call-
ing the business office at 218-632-7309.  
Find us online at:  
 https://app.bidbeacon.com//#/auction/SPRINGFEST2022/detailsInvite CodeSPRINGFEST2022 

     
                                    Invite QR Code 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date: The WhiteSideWalls, a Rock 'n Roll Revue band, will be coming to Timber's 

Event Center in Staples as a Building Fundraiser for St. Michael's Church. This event will be 

Friday, May 13th at 6pm. More details and ticket sales to come.  

The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings together organiza-
tions, businesses, faith communities, and individuals to help keep 300 
food shelves statewide stocked throughout the year. Minnesota Food-
Share has distributed over $18 million to March Campaign participating 
food shelves via the Minnesota FoodShare FoodFund. 100% of donations 
received by Minnesota Foodshare during the 
March Campaign go into the FoodFund.  

The 2022 March Campaign will run February 
28th – April 10th 

N E W S  F O R  A L L  

https://www.mnfoodshare.org/marchcampaign
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 IT’S OFFICIAL! 
 

The ACC Adoration Chapel located in the main sanctuary at St. Frederick in 

Verndale will begin April 18, 2022! 
 

4 am-11 pm Monday-Thursday 
4 am-3 pm Fridays 
 

Great News!  There is still room for YOU to have  
an hour each week to spend with Jesus!  

N E W S  F O R  A L L  

 
There are 3 ways to sign up 
for a weekly time:  
 
1) Contact Martha 651-253-
7291 or 
mray@marysacc.org   
 

2) Sign up online through 
Sign-up Genius https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080948ACAB22A5FA7
-adoration   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Fill out form located at 
each of the parishes  

and drop it in the collec-
tion basket.   

mailto:mray@marysacc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948ACAB22A5FA7-adoration
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948ACAB22A5FA7-adoration
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948ACAB22A5FA7-adoration
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080948ACAB22A5FA7-adoration
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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
We love to make examples out of those who have erred and done wrong. Publicly punishing others serves as 
a means of demonstrating the consequences for what is deemed inappropriate or wrongful behavior. While 
this may appear an effective way of achieving conformity to established rules, it runs the real risk of distorting 
motivation. Obviously, we want people to do what is right and pursue healthy, virtuous behaviors and ideals. 
But is fear of punishment ever the best motivation for avoiding one action in favor of another? 
 
Doing something out of fear is never healthy. Focusing exclusively on our behavior and what others expect or 
think, leads to living life with a self-focused superficiality. We become more concerned about protecting our-
selves from something negative and unpleasant, than investing ourselves in the freedom, wonder and awe of 
being human! We can still find our way to the unacceptable or inappropriate behavior as long as we do not 
get caught! Being a whole, focused, and God-centered human being requires more. It demands an invest-
ment of the heart. Virtuous, moral, and mature lifestyles reflective of the Gospel necessitate love. 
 
When we experience and recognize love, God’s unconditional love, in the depth of our soul, we fall in love with 
what we have found. We then find ourselves leaving destructive and sinful actions behind in search of some-
thing more holy, dignified, true, integral, and loving. This is really “mercy realized.” God’s tremendous, loving, 
eternal forgiveness and willingness to bring us back to something more real and tender is transformational. 
The respect for myself that I receive from God is so life changing that it causes me to run quickly away from 
anything sinful and self-destructive to things that are whole and holy. 
 
There are many people who want nothing more than to judge or criticize us. What would actually stoning the 
woman caught in adultery really accomplish? Nothing more than the inflation of the already self-righteous 
egos of a few men who think they have power. They have no power because they are sinners too, just like  
everyone else. What all of us have is the humble ability to express sorrow for pursuing destructive thoughts 
and actions and receive the power of God’s mercy. Then, Jesus’ request to “go and sin no more” will be one we 
proudly heed and follow. ©LPi 
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Stewardship as a Way of Life:   “For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I  
consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8).  

 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Thank you to those who have already supported diocesan ministries 
through the appeal. As of March 23, the Appeal raised $802,931 in gifts and pledges toward the goal of 
$1,400,000 with gifts from 5048 households. Every dollar raised goes directly to ministries that support 
our Catholic faith and is not used for any other purpose. Will you help these ministries meet their  
funding needs? Visit www.stcdio.org/annualappeal.  
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Steve Schmitz   	 50481 171st Street
Owner/Master Electrician  	 Verndale, MN 56481 
steveschmitz51@yahoo.com	 (218) 639-0907

Shell Sport & Bait
Sportsman Headquarters for all 
Your Fishing & Hunting Needs 

Live Bait • Tackle • Shells 
Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

218-564-5203 | 17 Aspen Ave NW • Menahga

   Shell 

	 Staples	       Motley	
218-894-1522	 218-352-6284

www.firstintlbank.com LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED  Dale Schmitz - owner

Spirit Lake
LUMBER

HWY 71 SOUTH	 OFFICE:
MENAHGA, MN 56464	 218-564-4940

Willis Willis 
IndustriesIndustries

MoldingMolding today  today intointo tomorrow tomorrow

218-631-7189

DRYCLEANING • LAUNDRY • COMMERCIAL 
INSTITUTIONAL • LINEN • SUPPLY 

ALTERATIONS • DRAPERIES 
RUG & MAT RENTAL • COIN-OP

Hockert’s Inc.
PO Box 227
201 1st St. SW
Wadena, MN 56432	 218-631-9933

JAPKE DECORATING 
& CARPET LLC

All Flooring  •  Paint  •  Window Treatments
Jewelry & Gifts  •  Flameless Candles

894-1551 
877 2nd Ave. NW • Staples

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • 
Landscaping • Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing 
& Grading • Construction & Abandonment of Manure 

Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing

Andy Statema 320-594-2912  • 320-594-6347

Sporting, Stihl, Cub Cadet 
(218)894-1080

210 2nd Ave NE 
Staples, MN 56479

218-894-3105
Paving the  

way for you!
Since 1958 • Staples, MN

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating 
Driveways • Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel 

Rock • Black Dirt • Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition 
Hauling • Landscaping • Recycle Concrete & Asphalt

 

 218-894-3900
www.midcentralbank.com

1320 Prairie Ave  NW • Staples, MN 56479
Ph: 218.895.5825 • Cell: 218.296.2213

Matt Olander, Owner • olander@arvig.net

www.olandertooling.com 

BREMER’S BOOZE BANK
MOTLEY, MN • OPEN DAILY 8AM-1AM

Where Cold Beer & Warm Friends Meet 
Come Meet Rodger & Jayme! 

Full Bar Service • Pizza

HAPPY HOUR PRICES ALL DAY, EVERY DAY! 
218-352-6275 

Just 7 miles away on hwy. 10 E.

Council 1803 
Serving the Parishes of 

Sacred Heart & St. Michael’s
For more information call: 

218-894-3259   www.KofC.org

Hwy 10 - 210 Jct, Motley
218-352-6677

Restaurant * Bait * Propane
Sunday Brunch starts at 10AM

BRYAN REESE
218.296.2201

PM 087363

reeseplumbingandheating@gmail.
com

EXCAVATING & SEPTIC SERVICE

• Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning 
• Septic Design & Installation 
• General Excavation

Owners Mike & Judy 
Altrichter

(218) 575-2222. 
6685 330th St., Cushing, MN

	 Clarissa	 218-756-3533
	 Staples	 218-894-3360

Electrical Services for
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Over 30 Years of Experience
 • Zach Hanson 218-296-1285
• Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Electrical Services for
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Over 30 Years of Experience
 • Zach Hanson 218-296-1285
• Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Electrical Services for
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Over 30 Years of Experience
 • Zach Hanson 218-296-1285
• Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Electrical Services for
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Over 30 Years of Experience
 • Zach Hanson 218-296-1285
• Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

	 Motley	 218-352-6962
	 Staples	 218-894-2084
www.unitybanking.com

• Custom Homes
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Decks
• New Windows & Doors
• Roof Replacement

218-820-4965 
DependableRoofers.com

(218) 631-4332 

217 Harry Rich Dr, Wadena, MN

Motley Discount 

LIQUOR
(218) 352-6681 

Hwy 10 South - Motley

sandyknosalla@edinarealty.com

308 2nd Avenue •  Staples, MN 
218-825-3636 Fax

218-296-1111 cell

Sandy Knosalla 
REALTOR®

218-296-1331
Justin Larson

Service Calls 
Residential • Commercial

Trenching Services • Industrial 
Agricultural • Solar

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

larsonelectricllc@gmail.com
Over 20 Years Experience

1220 NE 2nd Ave.	 (218) 895-1400 
Staples, MN 56479	

Open Wednesday-Saturday 6am-8pm 
Sunday 7am-2pm

www.timberlakehotel.com/timbers-restaurant

GROCERY • CONVENIENCE • GAS • LIQUOR • TOBACCO

218-894-1072

HOME COMFORT SINCE 1934

218-894-2284 
CallGiza.com • Staples, MN

Williams Floral  
& Nursery

218-894-2188 
Blake Gerard & Lynnette Kern 

New Owners | New Parishioners

Sacred Heart Area School
“What our children believe 
is just as important as what 

they know”

(218) 894-2077
www.sacredheartareaschool.org

324 Fourth Street NE, Staples

Thank you for being in church today 
to serve the one true God!

There’s something for everyone at Kal’s10 E Mason Ave.,Verndale, MN

Sweet. Salty. Delicious.Sweet. Salty. Delicious.
Ryan & April Damlo, Parishioners
Wadena, MN     218-371-6701

(218) 298-2524 • Wadena
• Livestock Hauling • Tractors • Equipment • Hay & Straw

We Got What You Need

Parishioner 
Cell 218-838-0581

RESIDENTIAL AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL 
ELECTICAL INSTALLATIONS

ALBIE
ELECTRIC LLC

218.583.1327
WadenaAcupuncture.com

Contact Gary Stang to  
place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x5838



	 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com	 Mary Mother of the Church Area Catholic Community, MN	 A 4C 02-1097

CROP INSURANCE
(218) 346-7290	 Perham

218-385-2701 

Bluffton Hardware Inc
Polaris ATVs, Ranger-Rzrs & Snowmobile 

Sales & Service 
Septic Tanks • Drain Fields • Water Lines • Basements

111 2nd St • PO Box 56 • Bluffton, MN 
BlufftonHardware.com

Wadena
Dairy Queen

106 Ash Avenue North West Wadena, MN 56482

218-631-4390

BLUFFTON • DEER CREEK • WADENA
www.wadenastatebank.com

M
O

BILE BAN
KIN

G

Kern & Tabery inc. 
Highway Contractors

(218) 631-1300
116 Ash Ave NW, Suite 1 

Wadena, MN 56482

Northland Monument 
and Granite Designs

	Monuments	 Granite
	 Markers	 Countertops

Michael Pete Sales Rep 
(218) 639-2925

 
Driveway Grading  
Backhoe Services 
Tree Felling/Removal

612-889-1793 
Call Lucas Broz 

Wadena, MN 
Since 1935

218-631-3570    MerickelLumber.com

218-385-3010
Highway 10 East, New York Mills, MN

www.gibbsautos.com

#10 Sales, LLC

Quality Used Cars & Trucks

Pat Hunke Owner/Manager
www.hunkestransfer.com www.hunkestransfer.com 

218.631.4042 • Wadena, MN218.631.4042 • Wadena, MN

223 Jefferson St. N., Wadena
618 First Street East, Park Rapids
Brian Hillesland, BC-HIS

218-631-4966
Toll free 800-631-4946

218-629-1068 | Wadena, MN 

beckertransportmn.com

HELTEMES  
ELECTRIC
Wadena, MN

(218)631-1010
eric@heltemeselectric.com

Sacred Heart 
Area School

“What our children believe is 
just as important as what they know”

(218) 894-2077(218) 894-2077
www.sacredheartareaschool.org
324 Fourth Street NE, Staples

Brian Holzer (Owner)
735 W Main St. Perham

218-346-3405218-346-3405

Council 2107 
Serving the Parishes in Verndale, Bluegrass, 

Bluffton, Bertha and Wadena

For more information call: 
218-631-2589    www.KofC.org

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Cory D Oehlke 
Financial Advisor

306 Jefferson St S 
Wadena, MN 56482 
218-631-9111

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Cory D Oehlke 
Financial Advisor

306 Jefferson St S 
Wadena, MN 56482 
218-631-9111

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Cory D Oehlke 
Financial Advisor

306 Jefferson St S 
Wadena, MN 56482 
218-631-9111

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Cory D Oehlke 
Financial Advisor

306 Jefferson St S 
Wadena, MN 56482 
218-631-9111

218-631-1350

Gary Bounds Drywall
Serving the  

community since 1971
(218) 639-2422 • Verndale, MN

www.garyboundsdrywall.com

Neuerburg Electric Inc.
Providing Professional Workmanship 

& Quality Materials For Business
Farm & Home Wiring

Family Owned Since 1968
Call Eric 218-631-4105
Email: ercuz@wcta.net

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO? 
Doctor Visits • Groceries • Luncheons • See Friends

CALL 
218-631-5730218-631-5730

NNorthwest 
  B  Building  
 CCenter

Ph 218-631-4677 • Fax 218-632-5579 
nbc@eot.com

PO Box 207 • 61 Juniper Ave NW, Wadena, MN

Jefferson Square in Wadena, MN

218-631-4321
GetStuffPrinted.com

www.karvonenfuneralhome.com

419 2nd St NE
WADENA
(218) 632-4007

Joseph & Meg Schuller, Owners
Ph 218.361.3632 • Fax 218.361.2443 

205 4th St SW, Wadena
SchullerFamilyFH.com 

directors@SchullerFamilyFH.com

Optimal Customer Service
(218) 837-5846

gtsanitation@wcta.net

“Your Watch & Diamond Specialists”

631-3294
Downtown Wadena

Pete’s Nursery and 
Landscaping

Wadena
(218) 631-3616

State Tree Inspector
40 Years of Experience

THE MEADOWS
OF WADENA

SENIOR LIVING
Assisted Living & Memory Care

(218) 632-3610
themeadowsofwadena.org

Bluffton Oil Co.
Bulk delivery of fuel oil, gas & premium diesel. 

Farm Tires & Passenger Tires. Motor Oil & Batteries. 
24 Hour Gas With Credit Card

101 Prospect St, Bluffton, MN • 218.385.2595

Craig & Associates 
A financial advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc 
104 Jefferson Street South, Wadena MN 56482 
218-631-4096
An Ameriprise associated franchise

Steve’s Alignment 
& Auto Repair, Inc.

30+ Years Alignment & Automotive Repair Experience

Steve Wegscheid - Owner
Ph 218-632-5550 
Fax 218-632-5552

PO Box 308 • 323 Jefferson St S • Wadena MN

MALONE 
CONSTRUCTION

Wadena, MN 
Lic.# BC609519

Ron: 218-639-2571
Isaac: 218-402-0928

Unplanned Pregnancy?
Compassionate Care,  

Practical Help, Accurate 
Information for Men & Women

616 4th St. NE Staples 
218-895-5200 

StaplesLAPS@gmail.com

Your Property is Our Priority
Free Market Analysis 

Wadena & Surrounding Communities

Call: Dominique 218-639-1228 | DJ.browne@outlook.com

Sacred Heart 
Area School

“What our children believe is just as 
important as what they know”

(218) 894-2077

Joy’s Mobile Massage
Now located inside

Moore Sensational Looks
218-631-9183

228 Ash Ave NE. Wadena

www.joysmobilemassage.com

Contact Gary Stang to  
place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x5838

complete small 
engine crank 

repair
snowmobile 

and 4-wheeler 
repair & 

maintenance
snowplowing

DEAN HAMAN
Sebeka, MN
Phone: 218-837-6309
Cell: 218-639-3279
Email: dlhaman3@gmail.com


