
Sacred Heart Church | 321 9th Street, P.O. Box 377, Heron Lake, MN 56137 | Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  
Sacred Heart Church | 516 10th Street, P.O. Box 187, Brewster, MN 56119 | Saturday Mass: 5:00 pm  

St. Francis Xavier Church | 532 17th Street, P.O. Box 39, Windom, MN 56101 | Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

WELCOME! MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS:  DECEMBER 15-20, 
2020 

NEXT WEEKEND’S READINGS: 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 

SACRED HEART HERON LAKE 
 

 

SACRED HEART BREWSTER 

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER WINDOM 
 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 | THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Weekly Gospel Meditation 

Tuesday          5:30pm     Windom +Bill & Cindy Fisher 

Wednesday    9:30am      Heron Lake +Marvin Liepold  

Thursday         9:00am      Brewster  +Jack Strouth 

Friday               9:00am     Windom +Donald Frank 

Saturday          5:00 pm    Brewster +Jeneva Nau 

Sunday             8:00am     Heron Lake +Deceased Members of Chuck &      
  Laurene Henkels Family 

                          10:00am    Windom +Clara Bartosh 

+Know that Fr. Pratap includes all of us in his daily prayers and private Mass 
intentions. 

 
 

Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. On 
this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite pleas-
ures. The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back again and again to the purchase of a ticket. 
Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize 
that nothing has really changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living in my in-
completeness and with my profound sorrow and grief. I did not find joy. 

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are brought to us through incredible experiences of con-
nection that bring us face to face with real and authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. 
The moment we find ourselves looking back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment 
in memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not something I create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not able 
to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very es-
sence of who I am and desires a home within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul 
and is given as gift by the God who loves me. 

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other reason 
than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses. 
They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy catch 
us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness 
about them. Nothing created by humans can ever come close to this. We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of 
this until we actually meet God face to face in heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for 
joy we will understand what we have been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely follow. 



PARISH PRIEST  
Fr. Pratap Reddy Salibindla,  
548 17th St., P. O. Box 39,  
Windom, MN 56101  
Cell: 507-226-4536  
E-mail: triparishpriestjuly2018@gmail.com  

 
BREWSTER OFFICE: 
Loretta Smith: Office Administrator  
Phone: 507-842-5584  
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30AM-4:30PM  
E-Mail: sacreds@centurytel.net  
Dawn Murphy: FF Coordinator 

 
HERON LAKE OFFICE:  
Carmen Rasche:  
Office Administrator 
Phone: 507-793-2357     
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30AM-4:00PM  
E-mail: sacredhearthl@gmail.com  
Website: http://sacredheartheronlake.org 
Judy Stenzel: FF Coordinator 
E-mail:  sacredhlff@yahoo.com   
 
WINDOM OFFICE:  
Pat Spencer: Office Administrator 
Phone: 507-831-1985  
Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9:00AM–3:00PM  
E-mail: stfxavier@windomnet.com  
Website: www.sfxwindom.org  
Katelin Brown: FF Coordinator            
E-mail: stfrancisff@gmail.com  
FB:  St. Francis Xavier Parish 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
We welcome you into God’s family! If you are 

interested in learning more about our church, or 
would like to join, please stop in the Parish Office.  

Please notify the Parish Office of any change of 
address.  

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
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VOCATION VIEW: Rejoice, never cease praying.  Let us never cease praying 
for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:16-24) 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Contact the priest 6 to 12 months in advance of 
the date of marriage to fill out the forms, to do FOCCUS Test and to attend 
Marriage Prep Mentoring sessions. Fr. Pratap is seeking married couples 
who are practicing Catholics, and have children, who would be willing to 
volunteer to help prepare our engaged couples for marriage. Please con-
tact Fr. Pratap at 507-226-4536, or your parish office, if interested. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION: Contact the parish office a month in advance to 
fill out the form and to attend Baptism Mentoring Sessions. All Baptisms 
will be celebrated privately until further notice. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is still available by appointment for 
each Parish. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO PRAY THE ROSARY 1/2 HOUR PRIOR TO MASSES: 
Brewster— Thurs. and Fri.; Heron Lake —Wed., and Sun.; Windom—Tues., 
Fri. and Sun. 

Tri Parish Prayer Intentions: 
Submit Intentions to Parish Coordinator. 
• All suffering from the Coronavirus 
• Healthcare , Law Enforcement & Emer-

gency Personnel 
• Ken Ortmann 
• JoAnn Mead 
• Dennis Haberman 
• Jim Salentiny  
• Sogge Home Residents 
• Residents of Lakeview Assisted Living 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 
The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any 
time we cannot go to Mass in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can 
still unite ourselves to the Eucharist through making a spiritual Communion. 
By making an Act of Spiritual Communion, we express our faith in Christ’s Real 
Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. Here is the Act 
of Spiritual Communion written by St. Alphonsus de Liguori: 

 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacra-
ment.  I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramental-
ly, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 
were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit 
me to be separated from You.. .Amen. 

A Constant Companion 

As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like Ad-
vent, but all year long. When we talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we 
are speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at all times. Each 
day we begin by offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and 
hope that the hours that passed gave Him glory. 

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without 
it we can too easily lose sight of the reason for the season. It is during this time of 
year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to the 
Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to 
avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping for 
gifts in the department store. Be aware of him when you sit down to watch televi-
sion specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time and let his 
presence fill your every moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, 
you will bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater than you 
could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more time with 
those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the Incarnation himself. 

 



LITURGICAL LIFE 
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——————————————————————————————————————— 

CHURCH SUPPORT 

Category Brewster Heron Lake Windom 

Week 23/52 $    1,178 $     1,575    $     2,201 

YTD $ 28,134 $   53,361 $  46,057 

Budget  $   68,724  

Total   $  (15,363)  

THE CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 2020 

 Parish Goal $ Received From # of Parishioners 

SFX-W $15,300 $13,852 63 

SH-HL $10,200 $10,385 43 

SH-B $  6,250 $ 4,890 24 

LITURGICAL ROLES – December 19th & 20th 
Role               Brewster      HERON LAKE                  WINDOM 
                   Saturday | 5:00 pm        Sunday | 8:00 am           Sunday | 10:00 am  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
LECTOR                                              Nick & Doreen Sheda        McKenna McNamara
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CANTOR     
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
EUCHARISTIC                                Suzanne Iverson               Mary Benson 
MINISTERS                                           Jeff Hotzler                          Elaine Tasler 
                  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
USHERS                                   Larry Liepold               David Green Family 
                                                               John Wagner  
                                                               Larry Wagner                                                                                                     
                              
___________________________________ ________________________________________________ 
CONTRIBUTIONS                    Marty Henkels               Betty Thiner 
                                                              Cathy Henkels                    Lenny Thiner                                  

                           Jason Freking                     Judy Green 
                                                   Tracy Freking 
__________________________________ _________________________________________________ 
SACRISTANS                    Jackie Jurgens 
                         Joan Schafer 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
ROSARY                              Cleo Miranowski                 Mary Benson 
                                  
               
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
BELLS                                               Braxton Brown 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

FRANCISCAN MISSION –INDIA          CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
SFX-W     $207        SFX-W $  85      
SH-HL $137       SH-HL $ 182    
SH-B $122     SH-B $ 155   
  
RELIGIOUS  RETIREMENT 
SFX-W $  5 
SH-HL 
SH-B  

  

Obligation: Mass or Communion? 

Question: Are Catholics obligated to at-
tend Mass each Sunday, or receive Com-
munion each Sunday? 

Answer:  

The questions about Mass attendance 
and the reception of Holy Communion 
are clearly outlined in what are tradition-
ally called the “Precepts” of the Church. 
These specific teachings are intended to 
stand alongside the Ten Command-
ments as fundamental practices for 
Catholics and are outlined in the Code of 
Canon Law. The obligations related to 
Mass attendance and receiving Com-
munion are outlined in the first and 
third precepts, which we find quoted in 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(no. 2042):  

The first precept ("You shall attend Mass 
on Sundays and holy days of obligation 
and rest from servile labor") requires the 
faithful to sanctify the day commemo-
rating the Resurrection of the Lord as 
well as the principal liturgical feasts hon-
oring the mysteries of the Lord, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; in 
the first place, by participating in the 
Eucharistic celebration, in which the 
Christian community is gathered, and by 
resting from those works and activities 
which could impede such a sanctifica-
tion of these days.  

The third precept ("You shall receive the 
sacrament of the Eucharist at least dur-
ing the Easter season") guarantees as a 
minimum the reception of the Lord's 
Body and Blood in connection with the 
Paschal feasts, the origin and center of 
the Christian liturgy. 

Rather than seeing these as obligations 
that are simply to be fulfilled out of a 
sense of duty, Pope Saint John Paul II 
reminds us of the grace that is made 
available to us when we gather for Sun-
day celebrations of the Eucharist: 
“Sunday is the day which is at the very 
heart of the Christian life… Time given to 
Christ is never time lost, but is rather 
time gained, so that our relationships 
and indeed our whole life may become 
more profoundly human” (Dies Domini, 
no. 7).  



INSIDE OUR PARISHES 

BREWSTER REMEMBER TO REMOVE your mask at 
communion time and then sanitize 
your hands. Thank you. 
 
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH by placing 
your contributions, before or after 
Mass, in the baskets available on the 
tables in the church entrance. You may 
also mail them to Sacred Heart Church, 
PO Box 377, Heron Lake, MN 56137.  
Thank you for your support. 
   
FAITH FORMATION classes will resume 
on   Sunday, Dec. 13th, for Elementary 
grades, unless you’ve been notified  
otherwise. 
 
LITURGICAL ROLES for December and 
January are available on tables in 
church entrance or you may also view 
them on  website https://
sacredheartheronlake.org.  Please find 
a substitute If you are unable to be 
there on your designated date.  Thank 
you. 
 
CATHOLIC EXTENSION 2021 CALEN-
DARS, compliments of Osterberg Fu-
neral Homes, can be found on the ta-
bles at the entrance of the church. 
Please remember to pick one up and 
thank our sponsors for providing them 
once again. 
 
REMINDER:  If school is closed due to 
adverse winter weather, then weekday 
Mass is also cancelled. 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:  Please use the 
envelope from your packet for your 
donations toward decoration for the 
Advent and Christmas season.  Thank 
you for choosing to enhance the beau-
ty of our Church environment. 
 
AT ALL MASSES, as mandated by our 
parish and the Diocese, please wear a 
mask. This practice ensures a safe envi-
ronment for all those in attend-
ance.  Thank you. 

WALK-IN CONFESSIONS  are availa-
ble from 11 am to 12 pm in the par-
ish office of the Priest on Saturdays 
during Advent.   
 
2021 Calendars, English and Span-
ish  can be found on the tables in 
the hall and the main entrance.  
Please help yourself. 
 
WEATHER ANNOUNCEMENTS—If 
we are forced to cancel a Sunday 
Mass due to weather, it will be an-
nounced on KDOM and posted on 
our FB page—Saint Francis Xavier 
Parish.  If we cancel a meeting, you 
will be notified by email or phone 
call.  If school is cancelled due to 
weather, weekday Mass is also can-
celled. 
 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, SINGING 
during Mass will be discontinued.  
We will continue to review  the 
protocols we already have in place 
and make changes as necessary to 
ensure the safety of our congrega-
tion.  ANNOUNCEMENTS will no 
longer be read at the end of Mass.  
If something special needs to be 
announced, it will be done before 
Mass. 
 
YOU STILL HAVE TIME  to  send 
your contribution to the 2020 
Catholic Ministries Appeal.  Checks 
must be dated and posted by De-
cember 31st.  Thank you to every-
one who has already donated.  We 
are very close to meeting our goal 
this year.   
 
PLEASE  let the office know if you 
have a new email address or have 
dropped your landline and have a 
cell phone number.  You will re-
ceive the bulletin  in your email  by 
Thursday.  The end of the year 
statements will also be sent by 
email in January.  
 
IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE who is 
ill or injured and would like to be 
added to our prayers, please let Pat 
know. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to receive the 
monthly newsletter from the Diocese 
of Winona-Rochester Social Con-
cerns, please contact Issac at 
ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org and add 
your name to the growing list. 

HERON LAKE WINDOM 

FR. PRATAP WILL HEAR confessions be-
fore each Saturday night Mass from 4:30 
pm to 4:50 pm. 
 
SACRED HEART BREWSTER will cele-
brate our Christmas Eve Mass at 3:30 on 
Dec. 24th.  As mandated by our parish 
and the Diocese, please wear a 
mask. We want our church to be a safe 
environment for all who are in attend-
ance. 
 
PLEASE CONSIDER making a dona-
tion to the 2020 Catholic Ministries Ap-
peal. As of now, we are $1,360 from mak-
ing our goal of $6,250.  This Ministry ben-
efits our parish with many services that 
are needed.  If you have not made your 
donation or would like to make another, 
send your donation ASAP.  The 2020 
Appeal will end on Dec. 31.  Remember if 
our goal is not met, it will have to be 
paid out of our general funds.  Thank 
you. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER to use the marked 
baskets at the entrances of the church 
for your church support and diocesan 
donations.  Thank you. 
 
AFTER MUCH DISCUSSION to how our 
parish was going to take part in this 
years Noble County Christmas Giving 
because of Covid and thanks to Lisa Kre-
mer, our Catholic Charities Social Minis-
try Coordinator,  we decided to go with 
the idea of giving gift cards to the fami-
lies to purchase gifts for their children 
and also to purchase food.  Thanks to 
Mike and Bev who is our contact for this 
endeavor.  They will handle the 
"families" side with the Social Ser-
vices.  A letter has been sent out to each 
family, asking for a donation to this very 
important project that we have been 
involved in for many years.  It you did 
not receive a letter and would like to 
donate, please send it ASAP to Sacred 
Heart Church, PO Box 187 Brewster 
56119.  Thank you so very much for help-
ing to make this "SEASON OF CHRIST-
MAS", a brighter and happier season for 
those less fortunate. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to receive the 
monthly newsletter from the Diocese of 
Winona-Rochester Social Concerns, 
please contact Issac at 
ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org and add your 
name to the growing list. It contains 
many good topics and resources that 
are available to us.  
 
 



NOTES FOR ALL PARISHES 
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Respect Life:  Why pray in numbers or public?  Praying in groups brings special graces.  As Jesus said, “For where 
there are two or three gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt 18:20).  “When sin is 
collective, when it is committed by an entire society, then public atonement is needed too. Moreover, group public 
prayer, like a Rosary Rally in a city park, at an intersection, etc. is especially important as each participant gives 
witness to the Faith, helping passersby to see God’s light in the world.  We are at a crossroads in our nation’s his-
tory.  Vice is rampant and we need to turn back to God.” - Bernard Slobodnik of America Needs Fatima organi-
zation.   
  
REMEMBER that contributions made by check to the 2020-CMA must be dated and postmarked no later than December 
31st, 2020. Have you made your annual donation to the Catholic Ministries Appeal for 2020? Thank you to those donors who 
so generously open their hearts to give each year. 
 
DOW-R GUIDELILNES FOR CELEBRATION OF MASSES ,  DATED NOVEMBER 13, 2020:  
-THE FAITHFUL SOULD BE AWARE THAT THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS REMAINS DISPENSED UNTIL FUR-
THER NOTICE.   
-THOSE ATTENDING MASS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR MASKS UNLESS THEY ARE 5 YRS OLD OR YOUNGER,  OR HAVE A MED-
ICAL CONDITION MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO WEAR A MASK. 
 
DUE TO COVID-19, hard copies of The Courier are currently not available.  An online version may be viewed at https://
www.dowr.org/offices/courier/index.html    To be added to the delivery list readers should send their names and addresses 
to:  Diocese of Winona-Rochester, The Courier, 55 W Sanborn St., Winona, MN  55987 or email nreller@dowr.org. 
 
Catholic Charities of Southern Minnesota would like to offer you some opportunities to make your Advent preparations spe-
cial this year.  Beginning on Saturday, Nov. 28th, we will offer an Advent Reflection Series – each Saturday at 10:00 am on 
Zoom.  Each week we will have a guest presenter offering reflection and discussion on the themes of Advent each week; 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  To get the Zoom link for this series, please contact Lisa Kremer at lkremer@ccsomn.org.  Also 
check the Advent banner on our website (www.ccsomn.org) for more information and other opportunities. 
 
A Note from Parish Social Ministry of Catholic Charities – It’s not too late to take advantage of some of our Advent offerings!  
On Saturday, Dec. 12th, you can livestream the Mass for Our Lady of Guadalupe from the Church of St. Mary in Worthington.  
We also have two sessions remaining in our Advent Reflection Series on the 12th and 19th of December.  You can get more 
information (Zoom links, information about our presenters, and an Advent Calendar) at the Catholic Charities website – 
www.ccsomn.org – click on our Advent banner.  Or email Lisa Kremer at lkremer@ccsomn.org or Isaac Landsteiner at 
ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org for more information. 

The new Today Missals and BREAKING BREAD  Missals are available now.  A reminder:  if you choose to use one,   please take 
it home and bring it back with you  each week.  This is a protocol given to us by our diocese.  The December issue of The 
Word  Among Us are also available in the Church  entrances. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  Due to early bulletin deadlines for Dec. and Jan., please get all announcements to your par-
ish office ASAP.  Bulletins for the next 4 weeks must be to our printer 8-10 days prior to actual weekend date. 
 
 
      

 
                            CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
        CHRISTMAS EVE—3:30  PM—BREWSTER 
                                5:00  PM—HERON LAKE 
                          7:00 PM—WINDOM 
                CHRISTMAS DAY  - 10:00 AM—WINDOM 
 
 

 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St Francis, Windom, MN A 4C 02-1099

FREDIN Construction 
Cabinetry

“Have Hammer - Will Travel”

Terry Fredin 507-822-3293 
Bill Fredin 507-221-0239
Windom, MN Lic #BC2747

Contact Mike Metivier • mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

507.662.5161
kozyheat.com | kozyheatgallery.com

YOU GROW IT
WE’LL MOW IT

Mowing • Landscaping 
Fertilizing

Call today for a free quote & lawn consultation.

KULSETH 
Lawn Landscaping & Concrete 
Giving you the “home turf” advantage!

Nick Kulseth 
(507) 822-0626

LICENSED & INSURED

Lakes Communities inc
Making a difference, one resident at a time

Lakeview  
Assisted Living

641 Country Rd 9, Heron Lake
507.793.2349
LakeviewMN.com

Pine View  
Assisted Living 

740 4th Ave, Windom
507.831.5277
PineviewMN.com

Valley View  
Assisted Living

1005 Milwaukee St, Lakefield
507.662.5330

ValleyViewMN.com

Your Carpet, Upholstery & Cleaning Experts
Fire & Water Restoration • Epoxy Flooring

Since 1974

Serving the Windom & Surrounding Area

507-831-2128
HoltsCleaningService.com

45213 County Rd 15, Windom

Jim “Crunch” Rosenkranz, Owner 
2320 E Hwy 60 507-831-4463 
Windom, MN crunchwfs@gmail.com
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am-noon, 1pm-5pm 
Wed, Fri, Sat 9am-noon, Evenings by Appointment

FLOORING • MATTRESSES • BEDROOM FURNITURE

507-831-3429 
Jct Hw 60 and 71 South Windom

Crop Insurance • Grain Marketing 

Commodity Brokerage

507-831-1113 | MidwestAgAdvisors.com

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE MOVING • FIREWOOD •

Jesse Kolander 
(507) 822-2681

24/7 Emergency Service

KolanderTreeService.com

Madsen Seed
Heron Lake, MN

507-360-6535

PJ’s MINI MART 
 & CAFE

Groceries • Gas • Catering

PICK-UP ONLY AT CAFE 
Until Further Notice

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


