
   

 

Sacred Heart Church | 321 9th Street, P.O. Box 377, Heron Lake, MN 56137 | Sunday Mass: 8:00 am  
Sacred Heart Church | 516 10th Street, P.O. Box 187, Brewster, MN 56119 | Saturday Mass: 5:00 pm  

St. Francis Xavier Church | 532 17th Street, P.O. Box 39, Windom, MN 56101 | Sunday Mass: 10:00 am 

 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 |SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE  & INTENTIONS  - DEC 7—12,  2021  

PARISH PRIEST  
Fr. Pratap Reddy Salibindla, OFM 
548 17th St., P. O. Box 39,  
Windom, MN 56101  
Cell: 507-226-4536  
E-mail: triparishpriestjuly2018@gmail.com  
 

BREWSTER OFFICE: 
Loretta Smith: Office Administrator  
Phone: 507-842-5584  
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30AM-4:30PM  
E-Mail: sacreds@centurytel.net  
Dawn Murphy: FF Coordinator 
 

HERON LAKE OFFICE:  
Carmen Rasche:  Office Administrator 
Phone: 507-793-2357     
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30AM-4:00PM  
E-mail: hlsacredheart@gmail.com  
Website: http://sacredheartheronlake.org 
Judy Stenzel: FF Coordinator 
E-mail:  sacredhlff@yahoo.com   
 

WINDOM OFFICE:  
Patricia Spencer: Office Administrator 
Phone: 507-831-1985  
Hours: Monday–Thursday, 9:00AM–3:00PM  
E-mail: stfxavier@windomnet.com  
Website: www.sfxwindom.org  
Katelin Brown: FF Coordinator            
E-mail: stfrancisff@gmail.com  
FB:  St. Francis Xavier Parish 

Know that Fr. Pratap includes all  of us in his daily prayers and 
private Mass intentions. 
 
If a Mass is cancelled, Fr. Pratap will include that scheduled Mass 
Intention at his private daily Mass.  If you prefer it be resched-
uled,  please let Father or your respective parish office know. 

Tri Parish Prayer Intentions: 
Submit Intentions to Parish Coordinator 
* All suffering from the Coronavirus 
• Healthcare , Law Enforcement & Emergency Personnel 
• Dennis Haberman 
• Rosella Ormsberg 
• Colleen Ortmann 
• Barb Frank 
• Lisa Carlson 
• Jim Salentiny 
• Jim Stenzel  
• Sogge Home Residents 
• Residents of Lakeview Assisted Living 
• For the souls in purgatory 
• For an end to abortion 

 
This Week’s Readings: 
Baruch 5: 1-9; Philippians 1: 4-6, 
8-11; Luke 3: 1-6 
 
Next Weekend’s Readings:  
Zephaniah 3: 14-18a;  Phillip-
ians 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 10-18 
  
 

Tues VIGIL 
 
Wed HOLY DAY 
 
 
Thurs 
 
Friday 
 
Sat 
 
Sun 
 

  5:30pm 
 
  9:00am 
  6:30pm 
 
  9:00am 
 
  9:00am 
 
  5:00pm 
   
  8:00am 
 
 10:00am 

Windom 
 
Brewster 
Heron Lake 
 
Brewster 
 
Windom 
 
Brewster 
 
Heron Lake 
 
Windom 

Rob Patterson 
 
Mary Ann McNab 
Tom & Milton Wolff 
 
Marilyn Kruger 
 
CS -Clara Bartosh 
 
Howard Damm 
 
Joe Salentiny 
 
Ben & Dorothy Becker 

 

mailto:judystenzel13@yahoo.com
mailto:stfrancisff@gmail.com
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PRAYER & WORSHIP 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

2 

 

 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way 
and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word of God 

knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who are 
in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, when 
his body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are 
asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he 
knocks and asks for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves 
feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great comfort. 
 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time 
of self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and 
misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If we take seriously the need to prepare 
the way for Christ and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. 
It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of despair. 
Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with 
us, and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open. Some-
times, the only light in the darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both past and present. 
 

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is on an incred-
ible journey to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors of our hearts, straighten 
the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a 
great deal at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, 
and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus is a tremen-
dous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life in ways you 
never thought possible before. 

| Weekly Gospel Meditation   

VOCATION VIEW:  John the Baptizer made ready the way of the Lord.  Who will make ready the way today?  (Luke 3: 1-6) 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Contact the priest 6 to 12 months in advance of the date of marriage to fill out the forms, to do 
FOCCUS Test and to attend Marriage Prep Mentoring sessions. Fr. Pratap is seeking married couples who are practicing 
Catholics, and have children, who would be willing to volunteer to help prepare our engaged couples for marriage. Please 
contact Fr. Pratap at 507-226-4536, or your parish office, if interested. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION: Contact the parish office a month in advance to fill out the form and to attend Baptism Mentor-
ing Sessions.  All Baptisms will be celebrated during Mass. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO PRAY THE ROSARY 1/2 HOUR PRIOR TO MASSES: Brewster— Thurs. and Sat.; Heron Lake —Wed. and 
Sun.; Windom—Tues., Fri. and Sun. 

God’s Personal Assistants 

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, you may have 
dealt with someone’s personal assistant. Possibly this person would be a representative of the keynote speaker or the 
master of ceremonies for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local politician or the lackey of a well-known 
musical act. 

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare the way. This 
person’s job is to get everything ready for the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up — whoever he or she is 
— it’s smooth sailing for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, what-have-you. It’s usually a 
big job full of little things, a gig where attention to detail is key. 

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He wants — what He needs — to do 
is to change our hearts. Constantly, over, and over, and over again. 

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight His paths. 
We need to make everything ready so that when He shows up — however He shows up, whether it’s in the form of a 
neighbor in need or a burning bush right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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LITURGICAL LIFE 
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CHURCH SUPPORT  

 Brewster Heron Lake Windom 

Week 22/52 $  3,226 $  2,967 $  8,166 

YTD $27,318 $ 54,565 $58,697 

Budget  $ 86,449  

Total   $(31,884) 
  

LITURGICAL ROLES December 11th & 12th 
 
Brewster   
Saturday | 5:00pm 
_____________________ 
LECTOR 
 
_____________________ 
CANTOR 
_____________________ 
EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 
_____________________ 
USHERS 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
SACRISTANS 
 
_____________________ 
ROSARY 
 
____________________ 
BELLS 

  

Heron Lake 
Sunday | 8:00am 
___________________ 

Pat Bonnell 
Diana Madsen 
___________________ 
 
___________________ 
Martha Liepold 
 
___________________ 
Cathy Henkels 
Marty Henkels 
Dennis Salentiny 
Jeff Hotzler 
___________________ 
Ryan Haberman 
Carrissa Haberman 
Erin Haberman 
 
___________________ 
 
 
___________________ 
Marlys Olson 
___________________ 
 
 

Windom 
Sunday | 10:00am 
______________________ 
Rita Hacker 
 
______________________ 
Dave Carroll 
______________________ 
Heather Bristow 
 
______________________ 
Aurora Benda 
Mike Bregel 
Jean Hoppe 
John Zschetzsche 
______________________ 
Rod Theesfeld 
Mary Theesfeld 
Judy Green 
 
______________________ 
Vicki Ommen 
Jackie Jurgens 
______________________ 
Mary Benson 
 
______________________ 
Braxton Brown 

THE CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 2021 

 Parish Goal $ Received From # of Parishioners 

SFX-W $14,970 $13,910 55 

SH-HL $   9,531   $ 9,855 34 

SH-B $   6,148 $  5,315 23 

FUNERALS 

 

 

 

 Fransican Mission                  Human Development 
   B - $303        B  - $ 40   
 HL - $547       HL - $ 65 
  W - $524        W - $ 10 

 

 

Eternal rest grant unto………… 
Ruth Kunzweiler, mother of Lynne Salen-
tiny, who died Nov. 11, 2021.  A private 
family burial  service was held Monday, 
Nov. 15th at St. Gabriel Church Cemetery, 
Fulda.  
 
Gary Lee Pawlitschek, who died on Nov. 
27, 2021.  A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at St. Francis Xavier Church on Fri., 
Dec. 3rd, with Military Honors following 
the service.  Burial was held at St. Francis 
Xavier Cemetery, Windom. 
 
Gail Barlow, daughter of Maxine Frank, 
who died on Tues., Nov. 30, 2021.  The fu-
neral service was held at St. Francis Xavi-
er Church on Sat., Dec. 4th with burial 
following at St. Francis Xavier Cemetery. 
  
May their souls and the souls of the faith-
ful departed rest in peace, Amen.  We 
remember their loved ones in prayer. 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection– 
Sun., December 12th 
 
The Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR) 
provides funding to any religious institute 
in the U.S. that is listed in the religious in-
stitute section of the OCD with an identi-
fying OCD number, and that has an un-
funded past service liability. It distributes 
direct care, planning and implementation 
assistance from the fund to religious insti-
tutes based on a formula and criteria ap-
proved by the conferences of major supe-
riors and bishops. Annual appeal begun in 
1988 and approved through 2017.   
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INSIDE OUR PARISHES 

BREWSTER EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES apply now 
through JAN 2, 2022.  Please plan ahead 
and get you announcements to your par-
ish office coordinator early.   Thank you for 
your cooperation.  Reminder: Sacred Heart
-Heron Lake email address has changed.  
It is now  hlsacredheart@gmail.com  
 
A PLANNING MEETING for FUN DAY will be 
held in the church hall on Tuesday, Dec. 
7th, at 6:30pm for anyone interested in 
helping plan this CCW event. Guild chairs 
and co-chairs please attend. 
 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Please use the en-
velope from your packet for your donation 
toward decorating for the Advent/
Christmas season. Thank you for choosing 
to help enhance the beauty of our Church 
environment. 
 
ANGEL TREE PROGRAM: Thank you for 
being a Christmas Angel to the children of 
this community! Place your unwrapped 
gifts in the large box at church no later 
than Sunday, December 12th.  Be sure to 
clearly mark your gifts with the number 
from the tag you were given.  
 
THANK YOU to Patti and Jim Schneider for 
the beautiful job done repairing and re-
painting the church nativity statues.  
Check it out - They look amazing!   
 
CATHOLIC EXTENSION 2022 CALENDARS, 
compliments of Osterberg Funeral 
Homes, can be found on the tables at the 
entrance of the church. Please remember 
to pick one up and be sure to thank our 
sponsors for providing them! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR for the weekend 
of August 20-21, 2022, as plans are under-
way for our Church Centennial Celebra-
tion. More details to come. 
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY ROLES for the 
month of December are available for you 
to pick up from the church entrance. 
Please find a substitute if you are unable 
to be there on your scheduled dates. Roles 
are also available for viewing on our web-
site. Visit us on http://
sacredheartheronlake.org and click on the 
Liturgical Roles tab. 
 
SACRED HEART PARISH is looking for 
someone to do the seasonal church deco-
rating.  Please contact the parish office if 
interested.  
 
COMMUNION BY MOUTH: The front pew on 
the right side is reserved for parishioners 
who choose to receive the Eucharist by 
mouth. If you receive by mouth, PLEASE 
move to this pew. The Eucharistic Minister 
will bring Communion to you after everyone 
in line has been served.  
 

MEETINGS: 
Pastoral Committee—Dec. 14th, 6:15 pm 
Finance Committee—Dec. 14th, 7:00 pm 
 
BULLETINS will need to be submitted 
early from now thru January 2nd due to 
holidays.  Please submit announce-
ments to the office as early as possible.  
Thank you! 
 
AN INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT has been set 
up for our church.  You can follow us at 
stfrancisxavierwindommn.   Thanks Ja-
mie! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR—PreSchool 
thru 6th Grade Faith Formation stu-
dents will present their Christmas Na-
tivity Play on Sunday, December 19th, 
following Mass.  Please plan to stay .  
Cookies and juice will be served follow-
ing the program. 
 
THE OFFICE will be closed the week of 
December 20th. 
 
THE  LITURGICAL LIST is available on the 
tables in the Church entrances.   If you 
are unable to be here when scheduled, 
please find a substitute.  The list is also 
available on our website: 
www.sfxwindom.org 
 
COMMUNION BY MOUTH: The front 
pews are reserved for parishioners who 
choose to receive the Eucharist by 
mouth. If you receive by mouth,  move 
to a front pew and the Eucharistic Min-
ister will bring the Eucharist to you af-
ter everyone in line has been served.  
 
THANK YOU to the Knights of Colum-
bus for your generous donation to the 
Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA). 
 
COFFEE & ROLLS  will be served follow-
ing Mass today, Dec. 5th.  Hosts are Bet-
ty & Lenny Thiner and Dan & Linda Ort-
mann.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
HAVE YOU MADE your contribution to 
the Catholic Ministry Appeal yet?  If you 
have, we thank you.  We are $1,060 
from meeting our goal.  Please consider 
making a donation before the end of 
the year.  The Catholic Ministries Appeal 
(CMA) is a primary source of funding to 
help sustain and expand ministries in 
the 107 parishes, 23 schools, Catholic 
Charities, programs and departments 
of the diocesan church.  
 
“The wide extent of Christian grace has 
given us ever greater reasons for loving 
our neighbor… it teaches us to look 
down on no one and that no one is to 
be neglected.”  ~St Leo the Great 

HERON LAKE WINDOM 

WELCOME HOME FATHER 
PRATAP!  We pray your India trip 
was filled with many blessings.  
We are happy to have you back at 
Sacred Heart. 
 
SACRED HEART CHURCH is in 
need of a Faith Formation Coordi-
nator.  This is a paid position that 
will require you to lead and work 
in the different areas that form our 
children’s faith in the Catholic 
Church.  If you are interested in 
this position, please contact Father 
Pratap, Dawn Murphy or Loretta 
Smith. 
  
 
THANK YOU to Osterberg Funeral 
home for donating the Catholic 
Extension 2022 calendars to our 
parish.  We appreciate your gener-
osity. 
 
 
WE ARE VERY CLOSE to the end of 
the year and we are short $833  
 for our goal for the Catholic Minis-
tries Appeal.  We thank those who 
gave to this Appeal.  We also en-
courage those who have not given 
to the Appeal, to make a dona-
tion.  ALL parishioners receive the 
benefits from the CMA, so its very 
important for ALL parishioners to 
give their donation.  Thank you. 

mailto:hlsacredheart@gmail.com
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NOTES FOR ALL PARISHES 

5 

 
EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES apply from now through JAN 2, 2022.  Please plan ahead and submit announcements to 
your parish office coordinator early.   Thank you for your cooperation.   
 
Respect Life 
Please join us for the National Night of Prayer for Life on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8 from 7:00pm to 8:00pm at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, in the Adoration Chapel.  This special hour includes 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the holy Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, and silent prayer. You are welcome to come 
for whatever time you can to offer prayers. 
 
 
If you would like to receive the Courier, send your name and address to Diocese of Winona-Rochester 
                                                                                                                                       The Courier 
                                                                                                                                        55 West Sanborn,  
                                     WINONA, MN  55987 
 
OFFICE POSITION OPENING:  
Sacred Heart Church in Heron Lake is seeking a Parish  Office Administrator.  The preferred candidate will have experience in 
basic accounting / payroll, be a practicing Catholic willing to learn the church accounting system, have basic computer 
knowledge including Microsoft programs, and be willing to work in an office setting. An employee benefit package is offered. 
The office is located at 321 9th St., in Heron Lake, MN. A job application may be obtained from the church office or by calling 507-
793-2357. Send resume and credentials to:  Fr. Pratap Salibindla at PO Box 377, Heron Lake, MN. 
 
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
We are excited to start the process of beginning a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I Atrium at St. Francis Xavier.  
What is Catechesis of the Good Shepherd? From their website: “CGS is a common religious experience involving children 
and adults in which the religious values of childhood, primarily those values of contemplation and enjoyment of God, are 
predominant. This experience is shared in a place particularly prepared for the religious life of children called the Atri-
um.”  
 
But we need your help! It takes a lot of work and materials to set up an atrium. If you can help with any of the items listed 
below please contact Katelin. Also, if you are able to sew, do carpentry, or love doing crafts (we need many small shelves, 
items built or sewn, and put together) please contact Katelin.  
Needs list: (Please check back each week as we continue to grow our Atrium) 
Small low tables (think for preschool age children to sit on floor or small chairs) 
Small lamps 
Basic child sized cleaning tools (broom, mop, dustpan, hand brush, duster) 
Small kneeler or cushion 
Small/Medium statues: Blessed Mother, Holy Family, Jesus as the Good Shepherd 
Small stand or easel (to hold small prayer cards) 
 
Katelin Brown - 507-621-8187, stfrancisff@gmail.com 
For more information on Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, visit cgsusa.org 
 
              MASS SCHEDULE—THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
                                                    VIGIL, December 7th—Windom—5:30 PM 
                                                    HOLY DAY, December 8th—Brewster—9 AM 
                                                                                               Heron Lake—6:30 PM 

mailto:stfrancisff@gmail.com
http://cgsusa.org


   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St Francis, Windom, MN A 4C 02-1099

FREDIN Construction 
Cabinetry

“Have Hammer - Will Travel”

Terry Fredin 507-822-3293 
Bill Fredin 507-221-0239
Windom, MN Lic #BC2747

507.662.5161
kozyheat.com | kozyheatgallery.com

507-831-3429 
Jct Hw 60 and 71 South Windom

Crop Insurance • Grain Marketing 

Commodity Brokerage

507-831-1113 | MidwestAgAdvisors.com

• TREE TRIMMING • TREE MOVING • FIREWOOD •

Jesse Kolander 
(507) 822-2681

24/7 Emergency Service

KolanderTreeService.com

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

507-360-7774                
Parishioner

   doreensheda@edinarealty.com

Pharmacy
507-831-2786 Windom

Choose local tax professionals & experience 
the joy of Guaranteed Done Right

(507) 831-1777 | Windom
www.vorthermtax.com

call 376-4149
www.jbrhomes.com

Windom Farm Service

507-831-2793 
1-800-616-2793

Tim Hacker 
OWNER

43824 Co Rd 25 • PO Box 10 • Windom, MN 56101 
WindomFarmService.com

Our Family Proudly  
Serving Your Family 

2280 6th Avenue 
Windom, MN  56101 

507-831-1526 
info@lacannefuneralhome.com 

Visit our website for more information 
Www.lacannefuneralhome.com 

Our Family Proudly  
Serving Your Family 

2280 6th Avenue 
Windom, MN  56101 

507-831-1526 
info@lacannefuneralhome.com 

Visit our website for more information 
Www.lacannefuneralhome.com 

Our Family Proudly Serving Your Family  

2280 6th Avenue 

Windom, MN 56101

507-831-1526

www.lacannefuneralhome.com

Email: info@lacannefuneralhome.com

To learn more,  

call 507-831-1526

www.lacannefuneralhome.com

Hedeen Hughes & Wetering 
Your Worthington General Practice Firm

(507) 376-3181

Licensed to Practice in  
Minnesota & South Dakota

Harlan’s Plumbing
Ph: 507-372-2253 
Cell: 507-360-3644

Harlan Boersma 

Owner/Contractor

License #061810PM Worthington

SCHRAMEL LAW OFFICE
Ronald J. Schramel, Attorney at Law

507-831-1301 
910 4th Ave • Windom, MN 
schramellaw@windomnet.com

Mt. Lake Floral 
Nene Smestad

507-427-3800 
After Hours 507-831-3054

MountainLakeFloral.com 
Mt. Lake, MN

Mountain Lake Floral

We Offer A Wide Variety Of Towing, Roadside  
Assistance, and Equipment Transport Services.

Worthington (507) 372-7206Worthington (507) 372-7206

(507) 832-8377
WindomWash.com

PO Box 244, Jackson, MN 56143

Commitment to Excellence nfpinc.com

 

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Locally owned for five generations.
(507) 372-4250 | Worthington

DingmannAndSons.com

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838


