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12100 Pioneer Trail, Eden Prairie, MN 55347-4208
Phone: 952-941-3150 Website: www.paxchristi.com
Office Hours
Office hours may be changed because of COVID-19.
Please consult the website for current times.
Mission Statement: As a community of faith nourished
by the Eucharist, we are committed in our discipleship
with Christ to act for justice, be of generous service,
and welcome all authentically to Pax Christi Catholic
Community.
Values: God-Centered, Justice, Inclusion,
Spiritual Growth, Stewardship, and Lay Leadership.

Mass Schedule
Saturdays
5:00pm
Sundays
9:00am
face masks requested
Sundays
11:00am
Tuesdays
8:30am			
Wednesdays 8:30am			
Fridays
8:30am			

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fr. Mike will hear confessions at 4:00pm each Saturday inside in
the Chapel. Those who wish to celebrate this sacrament can enter
through door #3, and wait in the hallway to the right leading to the
Chapel for the person who is celebrating the sacrament to be finished,
and then come forward to receive the sacrament.

THE PAX CHRISTI NEWS IS PRINTED MONTHLY BY THE CHURCH OF PAX CHRISTI OF EDEN PRAIRIE.
QUESTIONS? CONTACT THE COMMUNICATION ARTS DEPARTMENT, 952-405-7207.
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Hello Pax Christi...
This month, the staff of Pax Christi wanted to take this
opportunity to share where we are right now in the
process of reopening and coming back together for
in-person ministry.
The following articles were written as a snapshot of
where we are in that process as of right now. We know
that things have been and will continue to change as we
proceed through this process, so if you are interested in
learning more about the ministries mentioned or want
to see the most up-to-date information that we have
available, please check our website by using the QR code
at www.paxchristi.com.
The staff and leadership of Pax Christi is excited to be
entering this new stage of this process and invite you to
connect with us, either in ministries that you have been
active in during past years, or maybe by trying something
completely new! Please join us in this wonderful time of
hope and fellowship.
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In the Waining Era of COVID
The past months have been hard on all of us, and the staff of
administration and building service is no exception. We have
never seen the church to be such a lonely place. However, we
have used this time to update, upgrade, and improve many
things around the campus and inside the building.
So what can you expect as we restart the ministries as it
pertains to our physical space?
Well, for starters, we have cleaned, repainted, restored, and
improved the environment in all our classrooms, meeting
rooms, hospitality areas, and the outside spaces where
ministry occurs. We have installed sanitizer stations at
all entrances and in highly used spaces within the church.
Please look for these and use them as often as you feel the
need. We have also decluttered hallways, entrance areas,
and rooms as much as possible to allow more space for
gatherings and to eliminate congestion.
We have adjusted seating arrangements and physical
distancing to allow for a gradual return to full capacity.
We have moved some ministries to new locations that are
better suited to allow for distancing and, in some cases, to
prevent the overlap of children and adult activities which
will further enhance ministry experience and provide for a
safe environment for all participants. And at least for the
near future, we are limiting usage of the building to only

Pax Christi groups. We will return to hosting community
organizations as capacity and circumstances allow.
We will continue to increase capacity on rooms as we
receive guidance from the CDC, Minnesota Department of
Health, and the archdiocese. We have used all these advisor
resources to guide our way through the pandemic and will
use their knowledge and expertise to keep us all in a safe
environment to the end of this worldwide health crisis.
Please know that we want to get everyone back to “normal”
usage of the church and campus as quickly as we can. We
realize the church building is an important asset to our faith,
our community of believers, and our outreach to the greater
community.
We also know that this building alone does not reflect the
energy of Pax Christi. We have been overwhelmed with
your support as we wound our way through the last sixteen
months and we have heard your desire to be back. We hope
you will find the church, the campus, and the feeling of
community is greater than ever as we safely reconvene to
share the community of Christ!

Written by Ken Reineccius
Director of Operations
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The Story of Our Times

As we emerge from this time in history, when change was
engage in others. Please consider what it is you need for
thrust upon us in such unexpected ways, it is important to
yourself as we emerge in a post-pandemic world. Your story
take some time to reflect on how this has affected us and
matters and we are here to listen.
the world around us. I suspect we will continue to uncover
• Annointing Prayer: Gathering in Loss and Hope.
ways in which the pandemic changed our relationship with
Wednesday, August 11 at 6:00pm. See eNEWS for
God, self, and others for years to come. Our stories from this
details.
time are each unique yet are linked in
a way we never would have imagined.
• Home visits for those who are
Collectively, we recall the surreal
unable or uncomfortable returning
feeling of walking into a familiar store
The most basic of all
on site.
or home of a friend wearing a mask.
human needs is the
Together, we feel the underlying tension
• BeFrienders, to meet with you on
need to understand and
and uncertainty of this time in history.
a one-on-one basis as you unpack
be understood. The
your story and help you discern how
With all these changes swirling around
best way to understand
to best emerge from this time and
us, it reminds me of the important role
people is to listen to
take ownership of the ending.
discernment plays in our life. How do I
them.
make the best decision for myself when
things are not black and white? What if
• Compassionate Care Circle is
- Ralph G Nichols
my view is different from my neighbors?
similar to the BeFrienders, however
What do I need to ponder and
it is done in a group setting. We
acknowledge in a deeper way that may
meet monthly to pray together
need healing? What do I need to let go of and what do I need
and support each other during times of transition and
to hold tighter? What can I celebrate? So much to consider!
change such as job loss, caregiving responsibilities,
health concerns, grief, and more.
As we slowly unpack both our individual and collective
stories about this time, I hope we can do some of that
Contact Jean Thoresen, Director of Care and Support
together. Sharing our stories brings forth an awakening that
Ministry (jthoresen@paxchristi.com) to talk over these
we may not have considered and offers us a new perspective
options and others.
that can often provide comfort and consolation. Care and
Written by Jean Thoresen
Support Ministry has stayed active and attentive throughout
Director of Care and Support Ministry
the pandemic. However, there were some ministries that
needed to be put on hold. Recently we have resumed
ministry at our local care centers and we are ready to re-
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Honoring Our Pandemic
Losses and Hope
Grief expert David Kessler has said that while we recognize
the need to grieve from the devastating loss of our loved
ones, we also grieve the loss of plans, a job, a relationship,
our health. We can even grieve the feeling of safety and trust
as our worldview shifts after trauma. Although the pandemic
affected each of us in different ways, there is no doubt it has
had a profound effect on all of us so, as Catholics, we want to
come together to ritualize this time in our history and honor
our many manifestations of grief, bringing our experience to
God in prayer and trusting that God hears us and cares for
us, as well as offer hope to each other.
Mass of Loss and Hope: Saturday, July 31 and Sunday,
August 1 at all Masses
On the weekend of July 31 - August 1, we will recall as a
community the losses and hope we have individually and
collectively experienced during the pandemic at each Mass.
Please feel free to join in this prayer experience by utilizing
the prayer basket that will be carried to the altar along with
the bread and wine at the start of the Eucharistic prayer.
We invite you to write down the pandemic losses that you
experienced that were difficult. They could be large or small
losses, losses that you have let go of, or losses that you
continue to wrestle with. Maybe then take a few moments
to reflect on your hopes for the future and write those as
well. There will be writing materials available at the back of

the Sanctuary, but you can also feel free to write down your
thoughts before you come to Mass.
Anointing Prayer - Gathering in Loss and Hope: Wednesday,
August 11 at 6:00pm
Please join us for this special prayer service. With the help
of scripture, song, meditation, ritual, anointing, and optional
faith-based sharing after the service, we will see how God
has been revealed to you during these past 15 months.
During the service, the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
will be available for any member of our community who is
in need of a deeper emotional or physical healing. While
the physical effects of a healing are not always noticed, the
primary effect of the sacrament is a spiritual healing by
which the person receives the Holy Spirit’s gift of peace and
courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany illness
of the mind, body, or spirit. Blessing with oil offers us both
grace and a physical reminder that Jesus is with us through
all passages of life and brings us hope and healing.
All are welcome to join us for this service and have an
opportunity to be anointed and/or to remain after the
service for faith-based sharing around thoughtful questions.
Together we can shine a light and point the way towards
healing.
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Child and Youth
Formation in
2021-22

We are excited to be returning to on-campus programming
in the fall. Here is a quick snapshot of what we will be
offering to our young parishioners this year.
Pre-K/K: Godly Play
Godly Play is a method of spiritual practice exploring the
mystery of God’s presence in the lives of the children
utilizing key events of the Old Testament, the parables of
Jesus, and the Christmas/Easter events. In addition, we help
the children connect to the liturgical seasons. At the heart
of the Godly Play methodology is the belief that children
already have an innate sense of the divine in their lives.
What they may lack, however, is the necessary language to
express their experiences of God. Therefore, the sessions
allow for the children to develop their faith vocabulary both
in verbal sharing as well as through creative expression, i.e.
artwork, play time, etc. The preferred experience for this
setting is regular (weekly) in-person small groups, keeping
the children at safe physical distances throughout the
session. We hope to offer roughly 22-24 lessons during the
program year.
While we would normally opt to have the children sit in a
circle during the story time, it would be safer to have the
children remain at set work stations throughout the hourlong session. This can be easily accomplished by rearranging
the current room set-up, as well as recruiting enough adult
leaders. Depending upon registration numbers, the social
distancing guidelines in place at the time, as well as the
number of adult ministry leaders, we may have to offer
onsite experiences every other week, supplementing with
an at-home curriculum for the weeks they do not attend.
In addition, a full at-home curriculum option will be made
available.
Grades 1-5: Discover
The elementary youth (grades one to five) will experience
the curriculum entitled Discover: Finding Faith in Life from
St Mary’s Press. The Children’s Catholic Bible is the core
text of our program and each registered participant will
receive a Bible. This serves to promote biblical literacy and
familiarity with the knowledge of key scripture stories. Each
family will also participate in the weekly Bible bookmark
challenge which will include a scripture verse and reflective
questions.
Within the curriculum each grade level has a specific area
of focus (first grade is God, second grade is Jesus, third
grade is church, fourth grade is covenant, and fifth grade
is sacraments). Within each grade level there is specific
emphasis on the four pillars of the Catechism and one of the
seven Catholic social teaching principles. Prayer is another
key component and traditional as well as free-style prayers
will be encouraged. Interactive learning will happen through
a variety of components including games, storytelling, skits,
music, and videos.
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Grades 6-8: PaxConnex
The middle school youth will experience the Year Two
curriculum, “Who is Jesus?”, in small groups online, in person,
or with their parents at home. The goal for small groups will
be to build community and relationships through prayer
and activities, watch short video lessons, and engage in
discussion. Online groups may meet for less than an hour.
In-person groups will meet for approximately one hour on
Wednesday evenings. Families who choose to engage in the
curriculum at home can move at their own pace. Each middle
school participant will be encouraged to attend a fall and
spring half-day retreat (three to four hours) onsite or online.
The retreats will be centered on prayer, relationships, and
recognizing God in the people and the world around us.
Grades 9-12: Sparks Groups and Confirmation
This year’s high school faith formation program comes in
two seasons:
In the fall season (October-December), all youth—including
those seeking the sacrament of confirmation in May—will
gather each week to reconnect as a community through
large group learning and prayer, followed by conversations
with consistent small groups. This is a great way to ease back
into our life together after the isolation of the pandemic!
In the spring season (January-April), those receiving the
sacrament of confirmation in May will continue to meet in
small groups, while our ninth graders (and any other high
school youth) will join a Spark group. Spark groups are the
individual, small-group courses that combine interestbased learning with faith formation. Teens will gather with
a team of adults from the faith community who share a
common interest or passion, such as athletics, the arts,
sciences, business, and so on. In this setting, the group will
not only learn about the “interest,” but they will also reflect
on the connection faith has to that interest in their own
lives, explore that connection through the lens of the faith
tradition and biblical teaching, and examine ways to live as
Christian disciples through their discoveries. Youth will be
invited to choose a Spark group based on their interests in
December.
Preparation for the sacrament of confirmation is open
to youth in 10th -12th grade and includes the following
elements:
•

Participating in the regular high school faith formation
program in the fall (see above)

•

Attending a retreat (offered three times in the fall to
accommodate different schedules)

•

Participating in a confirmation small group in the spring

•

Attending a confirmation orientation, two virtual
sponsor-candidate sessions, and a rehearsal

For more information, please check out the parish website
or contact Scott Brazil at sbrazil@paxchristi.com.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Pax Christi Catholic Community remains in a strong financial
position because of your continued generosity and the
responsible stewardship of assets by the leaders of this
community during the past 40 years. When the global
pandemic was declared in March 2020, Pax Christi was
most fortunate to have both operating and capital reserves
that had been accumulated for the purpose of sustaining
the parish during times of financial hardship. As we emerge
from the pandemic, not only have we survived financially, but
we have actually increased the value of our reserves. This
comes as a result of your continued generosity, a reduction
in expenses from ministries we were forced to cancel,
significant investment gains, and tax credits included in the
government relief packages. (A complete year-end financial
report will be published in the October 2021 Pax Christi
magazine).
When developing a budget for this next fiscal year, we began
by reviewing our actual revenues and expenses during the
past twelve months. We budgeted our regular contributions
to remain relatively flat and added in expenses for ministries
we plan to resume. A return to four weekend Masses
involves paid musicians, extra clergy, audio and video tech
support, as well as liturgical and environmental supplies.
Extending our building hours into the evening will increase
utility expenses and require additional building services
staff. We have increased our communications budget to
help reconnect and re-engage the parish. The community
life budget includes hospitality and some celebrations that
were all completely eliminated during the past year. As we
come back together we know that community gatherings will
continue to be important, even if they look slightly different.
The parish outreach budget remains a high priority as we
continue to act for justice and be of generous service to
our greater community. The budget includes meals served
at Loaves and Fishes, financial support for the Hispanic
ministries at Church of the Assumption in Richfield, and
annual Justice Grants to local organizations that address
homelessness and education for people living in poverty.
Investment income from the Pax Christi Community
Endowment Fund has allowed us to increase the amount of
these annual grants.
As we look ahead to the future, much uncertainty remains.
However, our financial strength gives us flexibility and the
opportunity to think creatively to meet challenges in the
years ahead. Each and every gift is appreciated. Together we
will authentically welcome all back to Pax Christi Catholic
Community.

Parish Financial Manager
Approved Operations
Budget

Fiscal Year 2021-2022
Revenue:
Regular Contributions

$2,425,000

Faith Formation Fee Revenue

31,500

Investment Income

70,000

Other Income

79,640

Total Revenue

$2,606,140

Expenses:
Salaries/Benefits
Clergy Services

$1,479,605
102,675

Other General Operations

61,840

Business Office

51,110

Stewardship

8,475

Communications

24,800

Church Building

189,590

Rectory Building

13,300

Liturgy

59,500

Environment
Music
Care and Support
Social Justice

9,000
18,250
6,300
12,735

Parish Outreach

211,050

Faith Formation

32,200

Community Life

76,000

Archdiocesan Assessment

Total Expenses

249,710
$2,606,140
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Loved. Called.

You were loved before you were born. You are part of God’s
imagination. When you arrived here, you came with God’s
imprint on your heart. Love is your destination. The roadmap
is in your DNA. God’s love is part of every freckle on your
face, every eyelash that opens, and every breath that you
take.
The pandemic brought us great challenges. We have been
confronted with so many hardships and losses that it has
made us question so many things. Many of us have been
trying to find solid ground in a landscape that has felt like
quicksand.
Family and community are the grounding for us. When the
ways that we gathered changed over the last year and we
became isolated for our safety, it made what was difficult
even more challenging. It’s like taking a long hike up a
mountain without your trail shoes on.
The pandemic has shown us that we need each other. We
need companions to walk alongside. Love is what matters.
Community makes us resilient and strong. Pax Christi is the
shore. It’s a destination of hope, welcome, and refuge.

Pax Christi is here because of you. Come as you are. We
welcome you home. Bring your grief and your losses. Lay
down your burdens. There is enough space in God’s heart to
transform it. Bring your hopes, dreams, and gifts. They can
all be used in God’s service to heal the world.
You are light and love. Come, and join us in the work ahead.
We need “all hands on deck.” Thank you for your generosity.
Thank you for your faith and grit. It has sustained us. Hope
flourishes when people of faith gather together. Pray for us.
We will be praying for you.
If you want to learn more about Pax Christi, check out the
website at www.paxchristi.com. If you want to explore your
call, check out the SERVE tab on the Pax Christi website,
or contact Maura Schnorbach, Pax Christi’s Director of
Development and Engagement (mschnorbach@paxchristi.
com).
Written by Maura Schnorbach
Director of Development and Engagement
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We Are a Community of
Justice
Pax Christi is a community of faith that understands
that the work of justice is integral, not optional, in the
life of our community. Recognizing this non-negotiable
call of our faith after many months of disruption, the
challenges of COVID-19, and the murder of George
Floyd and its subsequent uprising, we are coming
together to make sense of these significant events.
We are called to discern what can be learned about
our participation in lived faith, our relationship with
each other, and our responsibility to take action on the
world’s challenges.
We have a strong tradition at Pax Christi of serving
people living in poverty. Through our feeding ministries
(Loaves and Fishes, YouthLink, St. Stephens, Dorothy
Day), the Twelve Baskets ministry, tutoring, collections
for PROP, and our extensive Justice Grant program,
we have dedicated ourselves to addressing the most
pressing needs in our midst. These ministries have
been a window into the impact of inequitable systems
on people. These ministries have also been a window
into the narratives that keep inequitable systems in
place.
During the COVID-19 shutdown, more than 60 people
participated in two, eight-week small group programs
on racial justice. These programs provided a look at
our racialized social and economic systems that keep

poverty in place. We have begun to confront a history
of public policies and false narratives which create
inequity. These groups have discovered a shared call
to work together to undo systemic racism and poverty
by fostering awareness, engaging in advocacy, building
genuine and reciprocal relationships, and making a
commitment to be a welcoming community of faith.
In the coming months, as we re-engage in the work
of our outreach ministries, we will continue to
offer programming on racial justice, and provide
several touch points along the way to engage in
deep discernment about what we are discovering
as people of faith. In our Justice Speakers Series, we
will welcome speakers to help us unpack history as
well as current struggles. We welcome all Pax Christi
members to join us for this important discernment
about our identity and our call. Reckoning with
systemic racism can be uncomfortable and often
disorienting. With God’s grace and the help of the Holy
Spirit, together we can navigate this moment and move
into a deeper understanding of our professed identity
and commitment as a community of justice.
Written by Joan Howe-Pullis
Director of Justice Ministries

AUGUST 2021

Singing the Psalms:
From the Word to Our Hearts
Saturday, September 25, 9:00-11:30am
Save the date for a community-wide faith enrichment retreat
organized by the Worship Council, featuring presentations
by Father J. Michael Joncas and a discussion with Donna
Kasbohm
“addressing one another in psalms and hymns and inspired
songs. Sing praise to the Lord with all your hearts.” (Ephesians
5:19)
Have you heard that in singing you pray twice? Singing
involves our heart, mind, soul, and strength. By these actions,
singing the psalms leads us to a deeper relationship with God
and the wider community. Psalms—poems which are songs
of prayer and praise—are sung during the liturgy and provide
a communal act of worship which embodies our shared faith.
Jesus likely learned and sang the psalms, an ancient practice in
which we also participate, connecting our spiritual life to that
of our forebears.
This retreat will be available in both live and virtual format to
provide an opportunity for all to participate. Father J. Michael
Joncas and Donna Kasbohm, through pre-recorded video, will
present information on the origins and types of psalms, the use
of text with music, the role and meaning of psalms in liturgy,
and how hearing and singing in worship affects our spiritual
understanding and experience. There will be music in the air
to listen, encounter, and consider.
Father Joncas will be presenting three psalms, including Psalm
23 which inspired his song “Shelter Me.” Donna Kasbohm
will speak on her experience with the psalms, including
Psalm 139 which provided the vision for the creation of her
song “Connecting Hearts, Transforming Lives.” Small group
discussion time will be planned, either in person or via Zoom
chat rooms depending on how participants attend the retreat,
to create space for reflection on what role music plays in their
own worship experience. Registration information will be
announced in the Pax Christi eNEWS, the website, and the
September magazine.
Please join us as we learn, pray, and reflect on this beautiful
and meaningful component of our liturgy!
Written by Claudine Fasching
on behalf of the Worship Council
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Written by Andy Leet of the Faith Formation Council
on behalf of the Catholic Tutor Corps
For the last 19 years, the Catholic Tutor Corps (CTC) has
been providing volunteer tutors to Minneapolis and St.
Paul Catholic schools. The tutors, working one-on-one
in kindergarten and grades one to eight, have become an
increasingly important resource for these schools, with the
demand for more tutors continuing to grow. With students
coming off the past year of schooling amidst COVID, the
need for tutors is expected to increase dramatically.
I have been serving as a volunteer tutor for the last seven
years at Blessed Trinity School in Richfield, primarily working
with kindergarten students, though I have occasionally
worked with first-grade students too. I started volunteering
because I felt that it was important to get kids off to a good
start so that they could fully participate in society and have
greater opportunities open to them.
Coordinating with the teacher, I typically volunteer for an
hour before or after work once a week during the school
year. Other volunteers—often retired people—tutor for two
or more hours once or twice a week. I typically work with
the students in the library, where I can see the many books
that have been donated by Pax Christi through the Twelve
Baskets ministry.
Working with the kindergarteners has been a joy for me.

At that age students still see learning as something that is
fun. So when I work with two or three students at a time by
playing educational games that focus on basic vocabulary or
math skills, they have a good time and I find their excitement
infectious! At other times, I work individually with students
who need to catch up on work missed due to illness and it is
in those cases where I get to know a student more closely.
Often at the beginning of the school year, students are only
just learning what letters look like and how each letter
sounds. As the year progresses they gradually learn to put
letters together to form words, and by the end of the year
they are reading early reader books. The transformation
over the year is amazing to see and both the student and
their tutor take great pride in their accomplishment. I’ve
heard from other tutors in this program that they experience
similar feelings with the students they work with, even if they
are helping an older student work a math problem!
The Catholic Tutor Corps is currently recruiting tutors to
assist teachers in the coming school year. The schools that
are served have predominantly low income and minority
populations and there are needs for tutors at schools
across the Minneapolis and St. Paul area. I encourage you to
consider volunteering one or more hours a week to share
your knowledge with young students. The CTC website
(https://catholictutorcorps.com/) will be updated soon to
reflect the upcoming need for tutors. If you are interested
in serving, contact Richard McGuire, President, at 612-3600677 or by email at ctutorcorps@gmail.com. You can also
email me at ajleet@stthomas.edu with additional questions.
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Parishioner News for
June 2021

Baptisms

Benjamin Sorensen
Maria Juarez
Lincoln Yurczyk

6/2/2021
6/26/2021
6/26/2021

Weddings
Courtney Caswell and Prabhu Victor
Kelly Brenny and Christopher Stack

6/12/2021
6/19/2021

Funerals
Nicholas “Nick” Michael Loscheider
Carol Tessmann
Diane M. Kohorst
Margaret Clarissa (Halley) Kremer
Donald “Don” Arthur Goethals
Kathryn “Katy” Goethals
Jonas Michael Wagner
Wendy Louise Henry
Matthew R. Pieper
Christopher Charles McDaniels

New Members
Tyler and Maria Andersen
Mark and Judith McClellan
Kenneth and Amanda Valdez

6/2/2021
6/11/2021
6/15/2021
6/18/2021
6/21/2021
6/21/2021
6/24/2021
6/25/2021
6/29/2021
6/30/2021
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Readings for August 2021
Available online at www.usccb.org/bible/readings
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1, 2021
Sunday
Ez 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54;
Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35
Monday
Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday
Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36
Wednesday Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35;
Ps 106: 6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23; Mt 15:21-28
Thursday
Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23
Friday
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97: 1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;
Mk 9:2-10
Saturday
Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18: 2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 & 51; Mt 17:14-20
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 8, 2021
Sunday
1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 4:30-5:2;
Jn 6:41-51
Monday
Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mt 17:22-27
Tuesday
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26
Wednesday Dt 34:1-12; Ps 66:1-3a, 5 & 8, 16-17; Mt 18:15-20
Thursday
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6;
Mt 18:21-19:1
Friday
Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 & 24; Mt 19:3-12
Saturday
Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a & 5, 7-8, 11; Mt 19:13-15
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 15, 2021
Sunday
1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16, 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14;
1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28
Monday
Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab & 44;
Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday
Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14; Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 20:1-6
Thursday
Jgs 11:29-39a; 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mt 22:1-14
Friday
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10;
Mt 22:34-40
Saturday
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Mt 23:1-12
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 22, 2021
Sunday
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21;
Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32; Jn 6:60-69
Monday
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b;
Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51
Wednesday 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab; Mt 23:27-32
Thursday
1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 & 17; Mt 24:42-51
Friday
1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1 & 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12; Mt 25:1-13
Saturday
1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Mt 25:14-30
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 29, 2021
Sunday
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27;
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Monday
1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1 & 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13; Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday
1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37
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Whats going on...

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS
Thursday, August 5, 6:30pm, via Zoom
At Pax Christi families choosing to baptize their infant are invited
to attend a Baptism Preparation Workshop which offers insight and
guidance concerning the Sacrament of Baptism. Sessions are held
once a month, usually the first Thursday, 6:30-8:00pm, via zoom.
Please preregister online or call the parish office..

HONORING OUR PANDEMIC LOSSES AND
HOPES
Saturday, July 31 and Sunday, August 1 at all Masses: Mass of
Loss and Hope
Wednesday, August 10 at 6:00pm: Anointing Prayer - Gathering
in Loss and Hope
See page 7.

DISCIPLESHIP IN A DIVIDED CHURCH: A
BOOK DISCUSSION
Sunday, August 8 at 12:15pm in the Mahatma Gandhi Room 212
As we anticipate the diocesan synod process this fall, we have a
unique opportunity to come together in a safe space with fellow
Pax Christi members for a challenging conversation around
divisions in the Catholic Church today. Pax Christi parishioner,
Angela Senander, will lead a discussion of her book, Scandal:
The Catholic Church and Public Life. Whether understood as

negative public relations or as an action, attitude, law, or
institution influencing another to sin, scandal affects the
Catholic Church’s proclamation of the good news of God’s
saving love. This makes theological reflection about scandal
an essential aspect of being Catholic today. Failure to engage
in this reflection risks truncating the tradition and obscuring
the Good News. This book invites this reflection in order to
understand differences in perception and judgment, make
appropriate courses of action more clear, and enable Catholics
to participate more effectively and authentically as a faith
community in public life. Join others in our community as we
share our reflections, struggles, and hopes for the future.
Discussion with the author will be August 8 at 12:15pm in
room 212. Angela Senander is a theologian with experience
directing the Institute for Catholicism and Citizenship as an
associate professor at the University of St. Thomas. She also
served as chair of the department of systematic and moral
theology at Washington Theological Union, where she taught
courses on church in the public square. Please register for this
event on our website.

Registration and Information for these
events and more are available on our
website at www.paxchristi.com.

Announcements

AUGUST 2021
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2021-22 FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!
Registration is now open for all of our child and youth programs.
Fully onsite options will be offered on Sundays from 6:15-7:15pm,
and on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. In addition, fully at-home/
online programming will be offered to those who would prefer that
method.

Care and
Support

Join the fun! Be a Catechist! Adult leaders are needed for all ages
and program times. Please consider supporting the children and
youth of our Parish and have fun along the way.
Please contact Scott Brazil is you have any questions. sbrazil@
paxchristi.com.

ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD PROCESS IN FALL
2021: PARISH CONSULTATION PROCESS WITH
SMALL GROUPS
Pax Christi will be engaging in the Archdiocesan small group
process this coming fall. Participants will be offered an
opportunity to meet in small groups on Tuesday nights or
Thursday mornings, as well as on Zoom (day/time TBD) to
learn, pray, and discuss the three major focus areas:
•

Forming parishes that are at the service of
evangelization.

•

Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love
and respond to his call.

•

Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church
that is always young.

Parish feedback on the Focus Areas will help determine
the Archdiocesan Synod Topics in June 2022. Additional
information will be forthcoming.

Ministry

Ministries of Prayer
PRAYER WALL
Prayer Request: If you would like to add someone
to our Prayer Wall, click “Prayer Request” at the
top right corner of our webpage. This link invites
you to fill out a very brief form so that we can pray
for your intention.

PRAYER TEAM
Join the prayer team as we pray for our brothers
and sisters. As a prayer minister, you will receive a
weekly email that consists of a reflection, additional private intentions, and a direct link to the Prayer
Wall. You can also pray with us without being a
member of the prayer team by clicking on “Prayer
Request” at the top right corner of our webpage,
which will lead you to a link to the Prayer Wall.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Give one or make one. Prayer and love of knitting
or crocheting have been combined into a special
ministry that reaches out to anyone going through
a transition, providing them with a beautiful shawl.
You are invited to join this special ministry. Prayer
shawls are available in the parish office.

ROSARY GROUP
The rosary is prayed in the chapel after morning
Mass. Come and join others in this timeless prayer.

Note: During these pandemic times, Care
and Support will continue to search and
find meaningful ways to be available. For
additional support and information, please
contact either Kyle Finken (952-405-7231), or
Jean Thoresen (952-405-7211).
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August
See page a full list of events at
www.paxchristi.com

18th SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME
Mass of Loss and
Hope
9am Mass
11am Mass
19th SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME
9am Mass
11am Mass
12:15pm
Discipleship in a
Divided Church

The Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin
Mary
9am Mass
11am Mass

6:30pm Book Club
6;30pm Boy
Scouts
7pm High School
Small Groups

8:30am Mass
9am Book Club
10am Tai Chi
7pm Leadership
Onbaording

6:30pm Book Club
6;30pm Boy
Scouts
8:30am Mass
7pm High School
9am Book Club
Small Groups
10am Tai Chi

6:30pm Book Club
6;30pm Boy
Scouts
7pm High School
Small Groups

8:30am Mass
9am Book Club
10am Tai Chi
5:30pm
Leadership Mtgs

8:30am Mass
6:30pm
Leadership
Meetings

21st SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME
9am Mass
11am Mass

7pm High School
Small Groups

22nd SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME
9am Mass
11am Mass

8:30am Word
Service
6;30pm Boy Scouts
10am Tai Chi
7pm Our Lady of
1pm Faith and Racial
Good Health Novena
Healing
7pm High School
7pm Our Lady of
Small Groups
Good Health Novena

8:30am Mass
12pm Virtual
Lectio Divina

8:30am Mass
12pm Virtual
Lectio Divina
6pm Annointing
Prayer: Gathering
in Loss and Hope

8:30am Mass
12pm Virtual
Lectio Divina

8:30am Mass
12pm Virtual
Lectio Divina

9am Quilters Mtg
6:30pm Baptism
Prep Class
7pm AA Group
and Al-Anon/
Prairie Peace

7pm AA Group
and Al-Anon/
Prairie Peace

9am Quilters Mtg
3pm Compassionate
Care Listening
7pm AA Group and
Al-Anon/Prairie
Peace

7pm AA Group
and Al-Anon/
Prairie Peace

8:30am Mass

8:30am Mass

9am Women’s AA
and OA Group Mtgs
10am Virtual Lectio
Divina
4pm Private
Reconciliation
5pm In-person and
Virtual Mass

9am Women’s AA and
OA Group Mtgs
10am Virtual Lectio
Divina
4pm Private
Reconciliation
5pm In-person and
Virtual Mass

9am Women’s AA and
OA Group Mtgs
10am Virtual Lectio
Divina
4pm Private
Reconciliation
5pm In-person and

8:30am Mass

Virtual Mass

8:30am Mass

8:30am Faith and
Racial Healing Opening
Retreat
9am Women’s AA and
OA Group Mtgs
10am Virtual Lectio
Divina
4pm Private
Reconciliation
5pm In-person and

6pm Faith and Racial

8:30am Mass
12pm Virtual
Lectio Divina
7pm Our Lady
of Good Health
Novena

Healing
6:30pm Baptism Prep
Class
7pm Our Lady of Good
Health Novena
7pm AA Group and AlAnon/Prairie Peace

8:30am Mass
7pm Our Lady
of Good Health
Novena

9am Women’s AA and
OA Group Mtgs
10am Virtual Lectio
Divina
4pm Private
Reconciliation
5pm In-person and
Virtual Mass
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Staff Contacts

PASTOR

CARE AND SUPPORT MINISTRY

Fr. Michael Byron
952-405-7219

Director
Care and Support Coordinator

DEACONS

FAITH FORMATION

Al Schroeder 952-405-7205
Charles Bobertz952-405-7239

Director (Adult Faith, RCIA, Preschool)
Grades 1 through 5, CLOW
Grades 6 through 8
Grades 9 through 12

PARISH DIRECTOR
Carol Bishop

952-405-7238

PARISH FINANCIAL
MANAGER
Sue Fier

952-405-7202

ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT

Jean Thoresen
Kyle Finken

952-405-7211
952-405-7231

Scott Brazil
Reneé Dignan
Evan Bierer
Jessie Johnson

952-405-7230
952-405-7212
952-405-7213
952-405-7210

JUSTICE
Director

Joan Howe-Pullis 952-405-7247

OPERATIONS
Director
Building Services
Building Services

Ken Reineccius
Todd Nelson
Steve Allen

952-405-7250
952-405-7233
952-405-7233

Debbie Hemann952-405-7221
Maria Miller
952-405-7217
Sally Bergum 952-405-7229

DEVELOPMENT AND ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNICATION
ARTS DIRECTOR

WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Andrea Ward

952-405-7207

Director
Hospitality Coord.

Interum Director
Liturgy Coordinator

Maura Schnorbach952-405-7220
Janell McBeain 952-405-7242

COMMUNITY
COUNCIL
Fr. Michael Byron, Pastor
Carol Bishop, Parish Director
Patricia Hughes Baumer
Barb Hokanson
Mary Lanners
Mary Lillicrap
Mary Frances Messer
Phyllis Olson
Tish Osborn
Jeannie Roffee
Brad Schlief
Lisa Sheldon
Shari Steffen
Karen Wilder

PARISH TRUSTEES
Bruce Koehn
Carolyn Zucker

FINANCE
COUNCIL CHAIR
Jeannie Roffee

Jim Waldo
952-405-7240
Joan Howe-Pullis 952-405-7247
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Please deliver
by July 31.

