
FROM FR. JOEL  
Christmas blessings. 

 “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and 

they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means ‘God is with 

us.’” (Matthew 1:23). 

 These words of prophecy as found in the Gospel, simple as 

they are, speak to the depth of the great gift of Christmas, which I 

pray all of you and your families will know throughout this Christmas 

season, and beyond. 

 May you know the blessings and motherly care of Immaculate 

Mary:  She graciously and faithfully accepted her call from God to be 

His Mother.  May her trust in and generous love for God, whom she 

bore as her own child, be present to you and yours, all of whom are 

entrusted to Mary’s motherhood. 

  May our celebrating of the birthday of Christ be a source of 

renewal in every moment of your life.  As He chose to become like us 

“in all things except sin,” and is born that “we might have life, and 

have it more abundantly,” may the life of Jesus Christ among us, 

celebrated during these days, increase your faith and awareness that 

Christ lives within you. 

D E C E M B E R  2 6 T H ,  2 0 2 1  

T H E  H O LY  FA M I LY  O F   

J E S U S ,  M A RY  A N D  J O S E P H  

“And His Mother Kept All These Things In 

Her Heart.”  

- Luke 2:51 

MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday:  4:00 p.m. at St. Francis 

Sunday:  8:30 a.m. at St. Francis  

 10:30 a.m. at Sts. Mary & Joseph 

Tues—Fri:    8:30 a.m.  at St. Francis  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
Saturday:  3:00 p.m. at St. Francis 

Sunday:  10:05 a.m. at Saints Mary & Joseph 

 or any time by appointment  

PASTORAL STAFF  
Pastor Father Joel Hastings 
Deacons  
   Sts. Mary & Joseph Bryan Bassa 879-6933 
   St. Francis Steve Hedlund 260-1722 
Parish Secretary Kim Franckowiak 384-4563 
Bookkeeper Kristi Salls 409-5422 
 

Saints Mary & Joseph Faith Formation Coordinators
 Heidi Carlson 389-9820 
 Nancy Wickstrom 389-0321 
 

Music Ministers 
   St. Francis Candy Kramer 384-3169 
   Sts. Mary & Joseph   Missy Parker 390-2451 

Saint Francis Trustees 
 Clayton Beck 879-8618 
 Linda Kaehler 428-0496 

Saints Mary & Joseph Trustees 
 Diane Bailey 389-3101 
 Brian Ninneman 393-9238 

PARISH OFFICE  
Parish Office & Rectory 384-4563 

Saint Francis 384-4018 

Saints Mary & Joseph 878-1146 

www.stfmjcatholic.org  |  stmjcatholic@gmail.com 



NEW PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and invite you to join 

us in all endeavors. Please call the office 

to register. 
 
BAPTISMS: 
Please call parish office to make 

arrangements at least one month prior 

to the proposed date of Baptism. 

Preparation session required for parents 

of first-born child. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: 
Contact the pastor no later than nine 

months prior to the requested marriage 

date. Interview and marriage 

preparation classes are required. 
 
ONLINE GIVING: 
Is being encouraged. Instructions 

available on our website. Questions? 

Call Kristi Salls 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE 
MILITARY:  
Josh Stinar, Tara Lamo, Billy Cockriel, 

David Sell, Jacob Eggert, Daniel Eggert, 

Jacob Larson, Justin Lake, Brandon 

Lucas 

 
PARISH PRAYER CHAINS: 
Saint Francis:  

Call Louise Jones at 879-5265,  

Saints Mary & Joseph:  

Call Jen Ninneman at 393-0464 
WEEKLY COLLECTION  

FROM FR. JOEL (CONTINUED)  

 

 May “God is with us,” show himself to you this day.  This blessing, 

which is at the very heart of the Christmas mystery (and thus, the reason for 

the season), is more than just a spiritual presence.  That God is born into the 

human life shows that he is God with us not only in spirit, but in the whole 

of our human existence:  in good and bad, in joy and sorrow, in peace and in 

tribulation; in good health and in suffering.  Whatever we experience in 

human life, Jesus Christ is with us – this is the greatest blessing of all.  May 

this presence of Christ in every moment be renewed this day.  May Jesus, 

“the Word made flesh,” who dwells among us, be ever more present to you. 

 Today, as we continuing in the celebration of Christmas by honoring 

the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I sincerely hope the continuing 

celebration of Christmas will lead to greater unity and peace among all 

families, and that all may know the joy and hope that Christ alone offers to 

each.  As we continue to walk the pilgrimage of faith together, may this holy 

season draw us into closer union within our parishes. 

 Merry Christmas and God’s blessings to each one of you! 

  

Blessings, Father Joel Hastings 

SF DECEMBER 11TH/12TH  

Envelopes: $2,855.00 

Plate: $469.00 

Total: $3,324.00 

 UCA: $1,810.00 

 

UCA Total as of Dec. 14    $17,430.11 

UCA Goal for 2021           $23,826.00  

SMJ DECEMBER  11TH/12TH 

Envelopes: $975.00 

Plate: $87.25 

Total: $1,062.25 

 UCA: $236.00 

 

UCA Total as of Dec. 14    $8,545.26 

UCA Goal for 2021           $8,911.36  

St. Stephen | Feast Day December 26 
The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr. A man filled with grace and power, he worked great wonders among 
the people. Some Jews debated with St. Stephen but could not match his 
wisdom and spirit. Eventually, a charge of blasphemy was brought up against 
him, and the local population demanded that he be tried and sentenced. He 
was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. 
Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. 
Stephen gave a long speech about the history of Israel and the blessings that 
God had given upon His chosen people. He talked about how Israel had 
become disobedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged his 
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged him out of the city and stoned 
him to death. 
Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great forgiveness and even 
asked God not to hold the sins of his attackers against them. Hundreds of 
years after his death, he is still a role model for us to follow.  

Items and Announcements for the weekly bulletin must be 
received by Noon on Monday, in writing at the church office 
or through the parish email: stfmjcatholic@gmail.com 



RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 
If you or someone you know who is not Catholic is interested in 

entering the Catholic Church, please do not hesitate to contact 

Fr. Joel, Deacon Steve, or Deacon Bryan (our contact info is on 

the front of the bulletin) to learn more about initiation into the 

Church and the way to accomplish this initiation. 

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021 

 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/
Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-
52  

 

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 
20:1a, 2-8 

 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 
2:13-18 

 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40 

 

Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 
14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66 

 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1
-18 

 

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4
-7/Lk 2:16-21  

 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 Mass Intentions  

 SUNDAY, December 26— 8:30 am (SF)  -  † Erin, Robbyn & Chad Nynas 

  10:30 am (SMJ) -  All Parishioners 

 TUESDAY, December 28 — 8:30 am (SF) - †  Jean Johnson  

 WEDNESDAY, December 29 — 8:30 am (SF) -  Parishioners who are ill  
 THURSDAY, December 30— 8:30 am (SF) - †Grace Fitzgerald  
 FRIDAY, December 31 — 8:30 am (SF) - †Parishioners who died during 2021  

 SATURDAY, January 1 —  9:00 am (SF)- † Irma & Jerome Soumis 

  4:00 pm (SF) -  All Parishioners 

 SUNDAY, January 2 — 8:30 am (SF)  - Stacy & Michael Desmond  

  10:30 am (SMJ) - † Thomas Kuberka  

Restored Retreat for Adults  

All adults, 21 and older, are invited to come to the 

diocesan Restored retreat! Come be restored in both 

body and soul. Enjoy good food, time with others in 

good community, thought-provoking talks, time for 

relaxation, and an opportunity for Adoration, Mass, 

and Confession. The retreat will be taking place Jan-

uary 21 - 23 at Sugar Lake Lodge near Grand Rapids. 

The link to register and more information can be 

found at www.dioceseduluth.org/Restored. Spots are 

very limited due to COVID, so register today! 

Saints Mary and Joseph  

Log Church Tour 

See the Oldest Altar in existence in the Diocese of 
Duluth and the beautiful Saint Kateri Tekakwitha “Lily 
of the Mohawks” shrine. The second oldest church in 
the Diocese is on the National Register of Historic 
Sites. Narrated tours are available 
by contacting Deacon Bryan Bassa 
at 879-6933. Please visit our web-
site a www.stkaterisawyer.com for 
more info. 

TO OFFER MASS INTENTIONS At every Mass, a special intention 

is offered. Mass intentions can be requested to honor the memory of 

someone, the memory of a certain date, for someone who is ill, or just 

needs prayers through parish office or directly to Father. Currently 

there are very few masses scheduled for individual intentions for the 

year. A $10 donation is suggested as per Diocese regulation. 

 EVENTS THIS WEEK: 

 SUNDAY - December 26 

 NO FAITH FORMATION (Christmas Break) 

 TUESDAY - December 28  

  

 WEDNESDAY - December 29 

 11:00 am Mass at Interfaith Care Center 

 NO FAITH FORMATION (Christmas Break) 

 THURSDAY - December 30 

 9:00 am-  Legion of Mary at St. Francis 

 9:00 am-1:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration at St. Francis 

 SUNDAY - January 2  

 9:15 am Grade 6-8 & Confirmation at Sts. Mary & Joseph 

 No Faith Formation at St. Francis (Christmas Break) 

THIS WEEK: 

Merry Christmas to all!  As we are hopefully able to spend time with family, 

perhaps we are looking for a good Catholic-based movie.  FORMED offers sever-

al movies (many stories of saints included) along with documentaries on truths 

of the faith.  “The Story of the Nativity:  The Truth of Christmas” is one such 

documentary that invites us to deeper faith and keeping of this holy season.  

Find it at https://watch.formed.org/the-story-of-the-nativity-the-truth-of-

christmas 

 

TO SIGN UP:   

1. Visit http://signup.formed.org/ 

2. Enter our parish zip or name 

3. Enter your name and email 

FLOCKNOTE:  To receive emails and text message  

announcements from the parish, sign up today — go on our 
parish website, www.stfmjcatholic.org and click the “Flocknote” 
logo to get started. 

https://watch.formed.org/the-story-of-the-nativity-the-truth-of-christmas
https://watch.formed.org/the-story-of-the-nativity-the-truth-of-christmas
http://signup.formed.org/
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Contact Gina Shaughnessy
to place an ad today!

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2487

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health®

Two Convenient Locations: 
1208 Cloquet Ave� 879-4547
419 Skyline Blvd.� 879-1501

Gerald Gorbet, 
Realtor

Cell: 715-819-0859 
email: gorbet@usa.net 
Licensed in MN & WI

“Others Talk, I Listen”

Call me with any of your 
Real Estate needs or questions. 

Helping people Buy & Sell 
Real Estate since 1996.

1307 Hwy 33 S Suite B Cloquet, MN 55720

Gas •• Groceries•• Ice•• Pop 
Service with a friendly smile!

(218) 879-3555
Jacob Richardson	 On Top of Big Lake Hill 
Owner/Operator	 Cloquet, MN

906 Highway 33, Next to Premiere Theatres
Mon - Sat: 8:00am - 10:00pm    Sun: 11:00am - 6:00PM

Locally Owned and Operated
Like us on facebook   Follow us on Instagram 

218-727-3267
800-777-8379

ESCsystems.com

CLOQUET 
Flooring

 

Serving with Hometown Pride 
1504 1/2 Hwy 33 S. Cloquet 

Store: (218) 879-5533

Tom McConnell, Owner 
cell: (218) 341-9968 CloquetFloring@yahoo.com

CLOQUET 
Flooring

Plants & Flowers for all Occasions
(218) 879-6177

www.skuteviks.com
305 Broadway St., Cloquet

Saturday 
&  

Sunday 
breakfast

~
Full  

Dinner 
Menu

218-384-3333 
232 Chestnut, Carlton

(218) 878-0344

$2,000 Sign on bonus
Providing quality, creative 

services for people with mental 
illness and disabilities, striving 
for successful independence.
•	Services in Adult Foster Care 
•	Independent Living / 

Community Services (ILS) 
•	Vocational Assistance
•	ARMHS Services
www.safetransitions.org

Provides The Full Continuum of Care For Our Seniors

218  384  4258
811 Third Street, Carlton, MN 55718

Nelson Funeral Care
and CREMATION SERVICE

Cloquet’s only locally owned & operated funeral home.

(218) 879-3225  •  www.nelsonfuneralcare.net
1004 Cloquet Ave., Cloquet 55720

H&R BLOCK CLOQUET
218-879-9352

Open to Serve All of Your  
Tax Needs Year Round! 

Tax Preparation     Business Services

Terri Port Wright
(218) 879-4509

www.portwrightlaw.com

    Trusted Advocacy on  
             Family Law Matters
• Divorce
• Equitable division of property
• Custody and parenting time
• Child Support
• Adoption

*Sept ic  Tanks *Precast Steps 
*Park ing Curbs *Sidewalk  B locks
218-384-3066 • Wrenshall, MN

(218) 878-1931(218) 878-1931
Owners: 

Matt and Amy DeCaigny
Sawyer, MN 

www.decaignyexcavating.com

Please Pray forPlease Pray for
Bishop Daniel Felton

and all of our
Priests and Deacons

of the
Diocese of Duluth

Queen of Peace Catholic School
PreK-8th Grade • Cloquet, MN

879-8516 • queenofpeaceschool.org

For all your Blacktop Needs	 FREE ESTIMATES 
COMMERCIAL	 RESIDENTIAL
• Asphalt Repair	 • Paving 
• Sweeping	 • Grading 
• Sealing	 • Site Preps 
• Striping	 • Demo 
• Crack Filling	 • Topsoil

CLOQUET, MN   •   (218) 878-0503   •   KIMINSKIPAVING.COM

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
CLOSED SUNDAY 

• Radio Control • Games 
• Slot Cars • Rockets 

 • Railroad • Scale Models 
• Toys • Paint & Tools

4879 Miller Trunk Hwy. 
Hermantown, MN 55811 

218-723-7114 
www.hobbytown.com/mnher

Amy Feely, Owner               (218) 384-1944

www.facebook.com/eskotrails . www.eskotrails.com

John Feely, Owner | (218) 481-3187


