WELCOME!

9600 Regent Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443
763-424-8770
st-gerard.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thu | 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday | 9:00am-1:00pm
Sat-Sun | Closed

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekdays

Mon-Fri | 8:30 am | English
Sat | 8:00am | Vietnamese
Weekends

Sat | 5:00 pm | English
Sun | 8:00 am | Vietnamese
Sun | 9:30 am | English
Sun | 11:00am| English

Reconciliation

THE CHURCH OF

ST. GERARD MAJELLA
A are Yeloome Fo Sncountor (hrit

JULY 17, 2022 | SIXEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sat | 4:00pm, or by appointment

PARISH STAFF

Pastor
Fr. Charles V. Lachowitzer
frcharlie@st-gerard.org

Parochial Vicar (Vietnamese)
Rev. Paul Phong Le
frpaulphong@st-gerard.org
(Viet only): 612-453-8798

Parish Administrator
Karl Kornowski
karlk@st-gerard.org
(Em. Cell): 612-703-7570

Director of Faith Formation
Maredith Toweh
formation@st-gerard.org

Director of Parish Life
Joni Sandlin
Jonis@st-gerard.org

Facilities Care Coordinator
Bob Imholte
bobi@st-gerard.org

Custodian
Geoff Moore
geoffm@st-gerard.org
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Jesus entered a village where a woman whose
name was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister
named Mary who sat beside the Lord at his feet
listening to him speak. - Lk 10:38-39
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We send periodic updates to parishioners
who have signed up with Flocknote. Stay up
to date with us!

To sign up for Flocknote, visit
st-gerard.org and click “STAY
CONNECTED!" on our
homepage. If you see the
Flocknote logo, you're in the
right place!
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Church Space Project Completions - Part Two

When | first saw the artistic rendition of the proposed Living Wall, | must admit that my first
spoken words were, “But they’re not living plants?” After further research into the quality of the
artificial plants (impressively designed, eco friendly and almost maintenance free) identified funding and
further discussion on purpose and location, the project is ready to be completed. The size of the Living
Wall on the displayed poster-board was huge. It was a covering of the wall just inside the main en-
trance. It had no purpose but decoration. The project was downsized to provide a much needed area
for funeral visitations and for other pastoral needs in the narthex. Just behind the moveable ushers
desk and the video display screen, there is a much smaller wall convenient to the entrance into the
church.

The Living Wall will still have as it’s defining feature the Cross of the Resurrection, currently located be-
hind the altar. As the center of the Living Wall, the entire visual is the promise of the gift of eternal life
in Christ - the central faith of all who gather to worship. With candle and flower stands to honor the
casket or urn, kneeler and easels for photo boards, the Living Wall is a beautiful area for visitations be-
fore funerals. It is can also be arranged to be a wonderful backdrop for family photos or individual pho-
tos following First Communions, baptisms and weddings. | am greatly looking forward to the comple-
tion of this project this summer.

Meanwhile in St. Francis Hall there is a large crucifix in an even larger stand that has a history for some
of our long-serving parishioners. Because of its size and weight, it will be temporarily placed in the rere-
dos area as part of the sanctuary.

As | wrote in Part One, the Living Wall completes the projects | approved from among the 2019 recom-
mendations. The two side altars, the other beautification projects in the narthex area, and a permanent
crucifix for the sanctuary are put on hold while we focus on the AC and roof. In the fall, with a new pas-
toral and finance councils (my next two articles on Rebuilding With Grace) we can start the discussions
for these future projects. Give it some thought and prayer, if you’d like. We’ll welcome any ideas.

| send blessings and prayers from somewhere between Duluth and Seattle.

Sincerely in Christ Jesus,
Fr. Charlie Lachowitzer

ONLINE GIVING " BULLETIN SUBMISSION DEADLINE

Visit st-gerard.org/engage.html If you have an announcement or information that you

to set up scheduled donations or a one-tim [z 4 kex o8 would like to share in the bulletin, send an email to
info@st-gerard.org. Please submit requests at least three
weeks in advance.




MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, July 17

9:30am | Bea & Burt Klietz +
11:00am | People of the Parish

Monday, July 18

8:30am | Lois Graham

Tuesday, July 19
8:30am | Sarah Klein

Wednesday, July 20

8:30am | Dee Sokolowski +

Thursday, July 21
8:30 am | People of the Parish

Friday, July 22
8:30am | People of the Parish

Saturday, July 23
5:00pm | People of the Parish

THE CHURCH NEEDS YOU....YES, YOU!

Our Faith Formation program at St. Gerard’s needs vol-
unteers. It has been a long tradition at St. Gerard's that
our parish family has offered their time and talents. It is
through caring, sharing and praying that our community
has grown in love and support of one another. The suc-
cess of our Faith Formation program depends on the
dedicated individuals in our parish willing to share their
time, talents and faith with the present and future
church, our parish children and youth. We encourage all
parishioners, as well as the parents of children/youth in
our program to be part of the Faith Formation process.
The Mission of a Catechist is such an important one. It is
a mission that has been given to the whole Church
through their baptism: that every individual Christian
shares in the works of Jesus Christ.

The Role of a Catechist is to bring our young people clos-
er to Jesus and grow in their faith as Catholics. Through
their service the catechist nurtures and mentors the
faith and spiritual growth of the children/youth they
teach so that they may form a firm commitment to fol-
low Christ. Please prayerfully consider volunteering as a
catechist, room monitor, hall-monitor, office helper or
prayer warrior. Our children and youth need YOU to
share your faith as you, too, grow in your faith as you
minster to the present and future of our church.

Our Faith Formation classes are held on Wednesdays
from 6-7:30pm and go from September - May. We are in
need of catechists for Kinder through 5th grade, Sacra-
mental (First Reconciliation/First Communion) as well as
for our Confirmation 6th-8th grade program.

PLANS FOR 2022-2023 SEASON

We have changed the grade for preparing and receiving
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July 17,2022 | Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

the sacrament of Confirmation from High School to the
8th grade with preparation beginning in 6th grade, Con-
firmation 1 in the 7th grade and Confirmation 2 in the
8th grade and the sacrament being received in the
Spring of their 8th grade year. This is a transitional year
where we will still have youth in high school who will still
need to prepare and receive the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion. This decision has come to light with much prayer
and discernment as well as calling upon the Holy Spirit
for guidance. Our young people today are in much need
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation enriches can-
didates with the strength of the Holy Spirit to renew and
deepen their baptismal promises.

Confirmation preparation allows our young people to
take an important step in their faith journey. It com-
pletes the initiation of our young Catholics and allows
them to step forward in faith to witness to the truth and
love of God in their lives. Confirmation is not a gradua-
tion, it is the doorway of becoming a fully initiated Cath-
olic and gives the newly Confirmed the prompting to be
a disciple and evangelist of the faith with the help and
guidance of the holy spirit and the church. Our youth
receive catechesis, provided with opportunities to share
and discuss faith, and challenged to deepen their rela-
tionship with God. In addition to regular catechesis,
young people are invited to expand their participation in
the Church with intentional activities done as an individ-
ual and small groups.

Confirmation is an important step along one's faith jour-
ney, but it is by no means the end. It is our prayer that
all those who receive Confirmation continue to foster
their faith throughout their life.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach
out to Maredith Toweh, our Interim Faith Formation Di-
rector.

Training for all volunteers will be provided in-person as
well as on-line.

Please contact Maredith Toweh, Interim Faith Formation
Director formation@st-gerard.org

PARISH CALENDAR

Tuesday, July 17
7:30 pm | Regents AA, Garden Room

Wednesday, July 18
3:00 pm | Adoration, Chapel
6:00 pm | Music rehearsal, Church

Saturday, July 23
4:00 pm | Confessions, Church
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4239 W. Broadway Lowry at Irving Ave N. 1827 Coon Rapids Blvd NE
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Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries,
& Cremation Services

mOl‘ 30 Yrs. Experience ¢ Locally Owned & Operated
. 763-208-4634 227 Central Ave 763-421-8901
5y InfinityFloralOsseo.com “Everything Grows Good with God”

“A Realtor you can Trust For all of your Real Estote needs” F-

763-234-2342 || /T it P P s e o s o N
LAWNSESELCAPE INC. , f

Edlna Rea Ity ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

N IRRIGATION, LAWN, & LANDSCAPE | [RalCEt1 ® Carbon Monoxide
tire Hathaway affiey
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edinarealty.com/mary-quinn-realtor wwnw.classiclawnscape.com frandy
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CATHOLIC CEMETERY TheresaReuter

FumeraL HoOMES
i " www.avon.com/repstore/treuter
. Our expansion includes contemplative

i Serving the community for over 100 years
gardens and courtyard areas with 763-315-3958 with compassion and concern
8 traditional graves, cremation graves and In Memory of ata time ofneed

. : B : o X Independent Living, Independent Plus,
i a beautifully deslgn.ed nulumb‘lnunjl with Terese Tﬁo(e Osseo acictod Living & Momory 0aro
more than 300 niches for cremation. Beloved Wife and Mo 763-424-4000 5601 94th Avenue N

May The Lord Brooklyn Park, MN 55443
o Bless ¢ Koep You .,%1 Brooklyn Center 763.402.9190

Find out more at: www.saintvdp.org or (763) 425-2210 || Y We Love and Miss You 763-533-3000 urbanaplaceseniorliving.com

FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

\% Commercial and Residential Services
FYI S Lawn Care, Snow Removal, Landscaping, Outdoor Living Spaces
LANDSCA
W FYILandscapingus.com « 763-528-8209

Giving Back to St. Gerard’s over $3,000 in 2021! \
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Tree & Shrub Trimming to place an ad today! o N(¢
Stump, Tree, Shrub Removal kflynn@4LPi.com or DY | Cl

Commercial & Residential ~ Brooklyn Park

www.arbortreeservice.com 763-560-0666 | | (800) 950-9952 x2251 _."f\ | "'| { RI
Since 1998 !
Affordable. == JOE’S BARBER SHOP DICH VU BUA BON PHI TRUONG
*Senior Discount = 612-986-4914 : .
@ “Senior Discount. reircuts = Contact Michael Wilde
Catering to place an ad today!
Catering * Box Lunches * Memorial Luncheons 5707 W. Broadway, Crystal . .
Wade Brautigam » 952-887-9607 2 % 'h‘. mwilde@4LPi.com or
www.affordablebestcatering.com [
9017 Penn Ave. S., Bloomington 763-536-9879 o o = (800) 950-9952 x2248

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Gerard Majella Church, MN A 4C 02-1152



