
P A R I S H  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

A family fully alive, in Christ, journeying to heaven  

PARISH OFFICE ADDRESS 

309 2nd Ave SE, Watertown, SD 57201  

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon-Thurs: 9AM—5PM 
Fri: 9AM - 12PM (Noon) 
Phone: 605.886.4049 
Website: www.icparishwatertown.org 
Facebook: Immaculate Conception 
Parish  
Facebook: Ave Maria Pastorate 
 
WEEKDAY MASS  SCHEDULE 
Daily Mass times may change on account 
of a funeral; to receive Daily Mass 
updates, call the office to be added to 
Daily Mass Notifications. 

Tues: 12:10PM 
Wed-Thurs: 8AM 
Fri: 9AM 
First & Third Sat: 8AM 

FLOCKNOTE NOTIFICATIONS:   

To stay informed on all the important 
information and upcoming events:  

Text ICPARISH TO 84576  for Immaculate 
Conception Parish news/updates. 

OR  

Text AVEMARIAPAS6 to 84576 for Ave 
Maria Pastorate updates.  

 

WEEKEND MASS  

Sat: 4:30PM 
Sun: 9AM & 11AM 

CONFESSIONS 

Sat: 3:00—4:15PM  
Tues, Wed, Thurs: Following Daily Mass 
or contact the office to make an appt. 

ADORATION 

Wed: 8:30AM - 8PM  
Held in side chapel, All are welcome. 
 

CHAPEL CODE: 9491 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH, 2024  
F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  E A S T E R  

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Tues, Apr 30th —12:10PM  +Jim Lenards 
Wed, May 1st —8AM  +Les Staufer 
Thurs, May 2nd —8AM Julie Fox 
Fri, May 3rd —9AM Mitchell & Shayla Tschakert  
Sat, May 4th —4:30PM +Jenny Ries 
Sun, May 5th —9AM  Diane Kranz 
           11AM  Parishioners of Ave Maria Pastorate 

Canon Law states that Mass Intentions can be purchased 12 months prior to the date requested both for 

the living and the deceased. Call the office at 605.886.4049 or email icoffice@avemariapastorate.org  for 

more information. 



PARISH STAFF & CONTACTS 

 

Fr. Shaun Haggerty, Pastor 
frshaunhaggerty@sfcatholic.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Fr. Richard Baumberger, Parochial 
Vicar 
frrichardbaumberger@sfcatholic.org 
Phone: 605.868.6609 
 
Fr. John Fischer, Parochial Vicar 
frjohnfischer@sfcatholic.org 
Phone: 605.886.2628 
 
Fr. Christopher Hughes, Parochial 
Vicar 
frchristopherhughes@sfcatholic.org 
Phone: 605.886.3344 
 
Terri Bjerke, Business Manager, Ave 
Maria Pastorate  
tbjerke@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Missy Baumberger, Ave Maria Director 
of Discipleship & Evangelization  
mbaumberger@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Fred Stanton, Facilities Director, Ave 
Maria Pastorate  
fstanton@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Bridget Bauman, RN 
Faith Community Nurse 
bbauman@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Deb Schroeder 
Receptionist/Office & Liturgy Admin 
St Mary’s Cemetery Admin 
dschroeder@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Grace Tschakert, Coordinator of 
Missionary Discipleship  
gtschakert@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Paul VerDouw 
Facility/Environment Supervisor 
pverdouw@avemariapastorate.org 
Phone: 605.886.4049  
 
Becca Briggs, School Principal  
Phone: 605.886.3883  
 
Marne Hult, Catholic Community 
Foundation 
mhult@ccfesd.org       
Phone: 605.880.1460 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Hotline 
Phone: 605.868.6873  
 
Sara Vetch 
Catholic Counselor Lourdes Center  
Phone: 605.988.3775  

 

About five weeks ago I found out that our current Principal Mrs. Briggs was hired to 
be the new principal at Lincoln Elementary. This happened during Holy Week, the 
busiest time of the year for priests. It was stressful, as you can imagine. Right away I 
asked you to all pray as well as our school children. We then advertised the position, 
collected applications, scheduled and conducted interviews, got the Bishop’s approv-
al, and now we have our new principal in less than a month’s time! Amazing! Thank 
you, thank you to God and to you for praying and asking God to provide for us! I also 
want to thank Mrs. Briggs for all the wonderful things she has done in her two years 
with us and her willingness to assist in the hiring and transition process of the new 
principal. Below is the Bio of our new principal which we sent out to all the school 
families this past Friday, April 19th. Please welcome and pray for Mrs. Kara Schleus-
ner! God has truly blessed us! 

 

New Principal Appointed  

We are pleased to announce the new principal of Immaculate Conception School. 

Mrs. Kara Schleusner will serve as the school’s principal during the 2024-2025 school 

year. She has most recently served as the Early Childhood Coordinator for the birth to 

six year old program with the Watertown School District.  

A native of Florence, SD, Mrs. Schleusner earned her bachelor’s degree in Special 

Education from Minnesota State University. She also earned her Early Childhood Spe-

cial Education Endorsement from South Dakota State University and her Master of 

Arts degree in Educational Administration and Leadership from the University of 

South Dakota. Kara has been working with the early childhood program at McKinley 

Elementary since 2014. Previous to that, she taught within the Brookings School Dis-

trict and the Sierra Vista Public School system in Sierra Vista, AZ.  

Mrs. Schleusner and her husband Kraig have five children. Their oldest, Konner, 

passed away when he was three months old. Their youngest four children are Kaleb 

(6), Klairce (4), Kody (3), and Kolt (1). Kaleb is currently in kindergarten at Immaculate 

Conception School and Klairce is in our PreKindergarten program. The Schleusners 

are devoted members of Immaculate Conception Church.  

Please join Immaculate Conception School in congratulating Mrs. Schleusner on this 

new appointment. She will officially begin in her role on August 1, 2024.  

Mrs. Schleusner will be succeeding Mrs. Becca Briggs who, earlier this year, an-

nounced that she would be continuing her leadership within the Watertown School 

District. Immaculate Conception School is grateful for the 

leadership and dedicated service Mrs. Briggs has given to 

Immaculate Conception School.  

Please pray for our new principal, our teachers and staff, 

and Mrs. Briggs as we transition into new leadership.  

Gratefully in Christ,  

Fr Shaun Haggerty, Superintendent  

Becca Briggs, Principal  



T H E  L O U R D E S  C E N T E R  
A  C A T H O L I C  A P P R O A C H  T O  H U M A N  F L U O R I S H I N G  

Are you looking to experience greater joy, free-
dom and confidence in your daily life? Contact the 
Lourdes Center to make an appointment with 
Sara Vetch, for support with grief, marital, or indi-

vidual counseling. To make an appointment call 
605.988.3775. 

CELEBRATION  OF SACRAMENTS 
Sacraments are powerful signs of grace, instituted 

by Christ and entrusted to the Church, through which Divine 

life is given. Proper preparation for each Sacrament is listed 

below. Contact the office for more information on each 

opportunity or you may visit our website for more information: 

https://www.icparishwatertown.org/sacraments. 

Matrimony: 9 months of preparation with Father is needed prior 

to the wedding date. Call the office to make an appointment. 

First Reconciliation / Communion & Confirmation: Preparation 

will be held within Faith Formation classes on Wed evenings or 

through making arrangements with Office of Discipleship. 

Baptism: Scan the QR Code to sign up for 

baptismal class and to request a baptismal date. 

Classes are held the 1st Sat of each month at 

5:45pm in the Parish Center.  

Anointing of the sick: If someone is sick and in 

need of laying of hands and healing from the priest call the office 

to make an appointment.   

Holy Orders: To learn more about the vocation of priesthood 

contact the vocations office sfcatholic.org/vocations or call 

605.334.9861. 

NURSE’S NOTES - Bridget Bauman, RN 

The Best Natural Remedies for Seasonal Allergies 

Seasonal allergies affect more than 60 million people each year. 

There are easy steps you can take to bolster your immune system 

and relieve allergy symptoms. 

What Are Allergies? 

Seasonal allergies, often referred to as hay fever, are symptoms that 

occur from exposure to types of spores or pollen that are released 

into the air by certain trees, plants, and fungi. Your body then thinks 

these materials are invasive pathogens and creates histamines or 

chemicals your immune system makes to protect you. This is great 

news for parasites or pathogens with bad intentions—not so great 

for otherwise harmless substances like pollen. 

Are You Making Your Allergies Worse? 

While we have no control over the amount of pollen and ragweed in 

the atmosphere, there are things we may do that can actual-

ly worsen our allergies. Avoid the following to prevent exacerbating 

your allergy symptoms: 

• Using cheap air filters. Studies show that quality air filtration 

can reduce airborne allergens and potentially relieve allergies. 

Opt for HEPA (high-efficiency particulate air) filters. 

• Showering only in the morning. Not showering or bathing be-

fore bed can cause residual pollen on your body, hair, and 

clothing going to bed with you, which can cause flare-ups later. 

• Opening windows in your home. It can be tempting to let the 

fresh air in on crisp spring days, and while fresh air is certainly 

one way to boost your immune system, on high-pollen days, it 

can actually make your allergy symptoms worse. Check the pol-

len count in your area before opening windows. 

• Letting pets sleep in the bed with you.  This could worsen your 

allergy symptoms. Just as pollen accumulates on your person 

and clothing, the same happens for any pets that have been 

outdoors for any length of time. 

• Not dusting enough. Dust piles up quickly and can include a 

concoction of assorted allergens such as pet dander, mold, and 

dust mites that could reak havoc on your allergy symptoms. 

Prioritizing spring cleaning and dusting your home thoroughly 

can help you to enjoy spring rather than white-knuckle your 

way through it. 

Info from Dedicated Senior Medical Center. 

St. Bernadette Soubirous, patron saint of allergy sufferers, pray for 

us! 

Are you a caregiver who would like to know of all the resources in 

our area? Come to the Caregiver Resource Fair on Thursday, May 

9th , from 10-12:30pm at the Watertown Senior Activities Center, 

26 1st Ave SE. No cost to attend. 



Catholic Vacation Bible School–  

Tuesday, May 28th to 
Friday, May 31st at 
Holy Name of Jesus 

Parish Center 

Open to students in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade (23-24 school 
year). Registration is now open.  
Space is limited.   
 

Once classes are full, we will not be 
accepting additional participants.  

Apr 28th—Confirmation celebration at 
Immaculate Conception 2pm 

May 1st– Final faith formation class  

May 28th–May 31st—Catholic Vacation Bible 
School, sign up now open!   

Immaculate Conception:  

Wednesdays from 8:30am to 

8:00pm  
 

Holy Rosary:   

No Holy Hour this week.  

Eucharistic  
Adoration 

 

 
 

 

This Week On Formed - 
He Is Risen! The Power of the Resurrection 
with Brother Francis  

Join Brother Francis as he celebrates the   
power and splendor of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ in this moving and instructive  
animated presentation! 
 

This episode includes: 
 

An animated presentation of key points in the 
life of Jesus Christ, His Death on the Cross, 
triumph over death, and Ascension to the  
Father. A visual representation of how we 
celebrate Holy Week and the Easter Triduum 
"He Is Risen!"—a joyful, visualized song that 
fills our hearts with praise to God 
Steeped in Scripture and instruction, Brother 
Francis: He Is Risen! is a wonderful reminder 
of the reality of God's power and presence!  

JPII Camp | Register now! 

Arrive at Abbey of the Hills in Marvin, 

SD Tuesday August 1st @ 10 a.m. 

Depart Friday August 4th @ 2 p.m. 

7th Annual Vocations Camp for men 

12-16 years old! Fr. Tony Klein, Fr. 

Shaun Haggerty, Fr. Tom Hartman 

and Fr. Scott Miller as well as several          

seminarians will be leading the  camp 

at Abbey of the Hills in Marvin, SD. 

Saint Maria Goretti camp— 

 June  5th-7th, 2024 Abbey of the Hills in 

Marvin, SD. Camp Goretti includes daily mass, 

adoration,  confession, talks on spiritual life and 

vocations. In addition to time in prayer, there 

will be plenty of time spent in playing. There will 

be various activities from lake time to bonfires 

to small group competitions. This camp is a rare 

chance for 12-16 year olds to begin considering 

their vocation by spending time with sisters in 

prayer, conversation, and activities. 

Final Reminder:  
Attention High School     

Seniors  
A letter regarding Baccalaureate 
Mass has been sent out last week. 
If you do not receive a letter,      
contact Grace Tschakert in the    
Immaculate Conception Office at 
(605) 886-4049 to receive the      
information and to update your  
address.  
Baccalaureate Mass is scheduled 
for May 19th at 11:00am.  

Confirmation Leaders: Doug and Vicki Biersch-
bach, Dan Kahnke, Christie Kranz, Michelle McCor-
mick, Mark and Rachel Reihe  

 

Thank you to the catechists for helping to  prepare 

these students for Confirmation. You are all so 

appreciated!  

Leah Aderhold  

Elsie Boettcher 

Grace Flemming  

Dayna Garvey  

Meredith Hanson  

Breydan Hoffman  

James Kahnke  

Malia Kranz 

Dawson Lantgen  

Ava Lee  

Scarlett Mack  

Liliana Makens  

Grace McCormick  

Leyla Meester  

Carrigan Miller  

Kaden Nedved  

Ashton Rabine  

Alicia Rivera 

Kathrine Robocker  

Brody Schmeling  

Aaron Spies  

Joshua Thorson  

Sophia VanLaecken  

Nikolas VanSickle  

Leonard Wernke 



WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP OFFERING 
 

Weekly collection needs $13,438.20 

Weekly receipts (Apr 21st) $12,315.01 

Weekly shortage $1,123.19. 
Scan the code to go directly to our online 
giving site. Thank you for your continued 
support! 

Immaculate conception Parish ministries 

Aa meetings—Weekly meetings held on Tues at 6:30PM & Thurs at 

5:45PM—Parish Center basement . 

Adult Choir—Next practice is Thur, May 9th at 6PM.  

Catholic daughters—CDA will meet on 2nd Tues of the month at 

6PM at the Unity Hall.  

IC Family Groups—Thank you for cleaning the parish kitchen!  

Knights of Columbus—All Knights meet the 1st Tues at 7:30PM & the 

4th Degree Knights meet the 3rd Tues at the Unity Hall.   

NAMI—Meetings are held the 1st Mon of the month at 7PM in the 

Parish Hall. Please call 605.595.6415 for more details.  

OCIA—OCIA is for those who are not currently Catholic or baptized 

Catholic desiring Holy Communion or Confirmation. Please call the 

office if you are interested.  

Prayer Chain—Weekly meetings held on Mon at 9:30AM in the IC 

Chapel to pray for those in need. To send prayer requests call 

605.886.4049, submit through our web-site, or email 

icoffice@avemariapastorate.org. 

Quilters—1st & 3rd Mon each month, 1PM, Parish Basement.  

Remembrance group—For all who have lost a spouse. Join us each 

month for prayer, fellowship and spiritual growth in the Saints. Next 

meeting is Tues, Apr 30th at 10:30AM. 

Rosary Makers—2nd Mon of the month at 1PMpm in the Parish 

Hall.  

Serra Ministry —Our mission is to support, encourage & pray for 

vocations and to grow in individual holiness. Meet 1st & 3rd Sat the 

month. Rosary: 7:30AM, Mass: 8AM, coffee & an inspirational 

speaker.  

That Man is You (Men’s Group)—Held every Thurs 6:30-7:30AM in 

the IC Church Hall. For questions, call Craig at 763.458.0718.  

Traveling Crucifix —The Serra Traveling Vocations Crucifix is being 

used to involve parishioners, especially children, in praying daily for 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life. If desiring to host the 

crucifix, please call Diane 605.886.7799 or Carolyn 605.882.0708. 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE 
MAY 4TH & 5TH 
Sacristan   
4:30PM  Dave Redder  
9AM   KC 
11AM  Kristina Schmidt 
Lector  
4:30PM  Rachel Jaeger 
9AM KC 
11AM Tammy Meyer 
Altar Servers  
4:30PM  Aleah, Eli & Mia Jaeger   
9AM KC  
11AM Sophia, Ella & Samuel VanLaecken 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
4:30PM  Sarah Haman, Michael Roethler, Bill Chase, Shane Haman 
9AM KC 
11AM  Tammy Meyer, Scott Schwinger, Ann Roby, Amy Pekelder 
Ushers  
4:30PM  Brian DeBoer, Kevin Kerkvliet, Bill & Brenda Ortmeier 
9AM KC  
11AM Rob VanLaecken, Ernie Vavruska, Dennis Martenson, Scott Schwinger 
Greeters 
4:30PM  Steve Raml, Shane Haman 
9AM KC  
11AM Lisa Schwinger, Sharon Byer 
Musicians  
4:30PM  Valerie Hawkins, Ina Wesche  
9AM Mary Fox, Brenna Byer 
11AM Mary Fox, Kristin VanLaecken 
*Denotes volunteers needed 

Immaculate Conception School News 

Job Openings:  

Music Teacher—part-time for the 2024/2025 school 
year 

Classroom Teacher—full-time for the 2024/2025 
school year 

Please contact the IC School  for more information 
605.886.3883 

 
6th Grade Class DIY Painting Fundraiser - Tuesday April 30th, 
6:00pm at IC Parish Hall  
Buy your Tickets online at www.icschoolwatertown.org   
 
Save the Date— 26th Annual IC Golf Tournament—Fri, Jun 7th at 
Prairie Winds 

 

Registration for 2024-2025 School Year— Registration is OPEN to 
the Public. Summer KOT is FULL at this time.   

Knights of Columbus Raffle Winner: 

Apr 18th —$100 Winner — Atlas Albee  

 

St Mary’s Cemetery Clean Up 
 

Sat, May 4th 9AM-NOON (weather permitting) 
 

All volunteers are welcome, and necessary. Please bring a RAKE.   
Flowers and Plants in approved vases are permitted AFTER 
spring clean up, and throughout the year. If flowers become 
withered, faded or unsightly, they will be discarded. Please be 
sure to remove decorations you wish to save prior to spring 
clean up. This does include the flowers in vases that are 
attached to monuments, bases and foundations.  
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• Junction of Hwys. 212 & 81
• North Hwy. 20 (by the curve)
• Junction of Hwy. 81 & 14th St. NE

Family Memorials by Gibson
Jody (DeVille) LeFaive 

Parishioner 
Cell: (605) 940-0614

12 E. Kemp Ave. 
Watertown, SD 57201 
Office (605) 884-0980    1-800-658-2294 
gibsonmonuments.com • jody3dev@gmail.com

Experience. Trust. Success.

605.886.0010 • schoenbecklaw.com

1111 4th Street NE | Watertown, SD  57201 
605-886-5876 • www.WightandComes.com

Michael J. Wight Morrie D. Comes

Commercial • Residential • Farm 
Installation and Service

144 North Maple, Watertown, SD 
WarnePlumbingandHeating.com

STEVE WARNE • 605.237.6115

“Complete Concrete Service”

Sharon A. Burchatz 
President

1700 First Ave. SW 

Watertown, SD 57201GE
NE

RA
L 

CO
NT

RA
CT

OR

So. Dak. Corporation

W. /M.B.E Enterprise (605) 882-2867

605-271-4055 • 3709 S. Grange Sioux Falls, SD 

Sheila Grabow LMT Parishioner 
(605) 237-9052
Certified in MYK 

(Balance Posture and talk to nervous system)

655 West Kemp Avenue • Watertown, SD 57201

R&R
Massage

Marne HULT Gift Planning Officer
605-880-1460

We help people flourish by intigrating the 
psychological sciences with a Catholic 

vision of the human person.

CALL | 605-988-3775

Business • Auto • Home 
Farm • Health • Life • Bonds

605-886-9319
1608 9th Ave. SW Watertown, SD
Amy Block    Dawson Tschakert

Nancy Linneman
AAMS

Investment Executive

Tom Beadnell
Vice President

605.882.1200 • 877.709.4449 • www.colliers.com
Member SIPC/FINRA

Chad Flemming Chad Flemming 
605-237-2453605-237-2453

Ryan Lawrence Ryan Lawrence 
605-237-3101605-237-3101

General Contractor 
Additions 

Remodeling 
New Homes

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Mike Metivier
 mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

Melody Kerkvliet
...the key to your new home!

605-520-0475

Cody Cannon
605-520-0433 • Watertown, SD

Commercial & Residential
Service Electrician

www.CannonElectricLLC.com
Integrity is doing the right thing, even 

when no one is watching.
C.S. Lewis

The Best Appliance Store in Watertown

Jeremy and Erin McBurney-Owners
605-886-4060 • 7 North Broadway

www.DuganSalesAndService.com

913 10th Ave SE • Watertown, SD 57201 • Phone: 605-878-3334

JAKE TESCH
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Clinical Specialist

ZACH LAMBRECHTS
Doctor of Physical Therapy

JORDAN TESCH
Doctor of Physical TherapyFORLIFETHERAPY.COM

Service & Caring is our Profession
1311 4th St NE, Watertown, SD 57201
605-882-1516 • crawfordosthus.com Osthus Funeral Home

DeSmet, SD & Bryant, SD
Crawford-Osthus Funeral Chapel

Watertown, SD & Hayti, SD

A Catholic, Family, Fraternal, 
Service Organization

Meeting the 1st Tuesday of the Month

Rent the hall for 
birthdays, anniversaries 

and weddings!

605-881-7345
Council 859

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

 

Maria L Geerdes 
Financial Advisor
103 19th St Ne 
Watertown, SD 57201
605-884-5665

Member SIPC

Discover the Catholic Difference
Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

A name you know and trust. 
An organization you can believe in.
Contact me today to learn 
more about our products

Jon Beebe FICF 
General Agent 
605-882-8689 • jon.beebe@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

LUXURY LIVING

Forté Living 
Apartments
COMMUNITY. CULTURE. COMFORT. 

Find out what Forté has to offer.  
Now open and filling all units.
Give us a call today at 866-230-9622  
to schedule a tour of Forté Living!

www.livingforte.com

55+ Active Adult 
Community


