
St. Francis 

of 

Assisi Church 

6701 Muncaster Mill Road 

Derwood, MD 20855 

 

Phone:  301-840-1407       Fax: 301-258-5080 

 

http://www.sfadw.org 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL CONTACT: 

 Alicia Church  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 301-520-6683 

 Questions for Parish Council e-mail 

  asktheppc@gmail.com 

 

COORDINATOR OF LITURGY: 

 Joan Treacy  . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . 301-774-1132 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301-258-9193 

 Susan Anderson, Director 

 Marie Yeast, Admin. Assistant 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS/ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 Anthony Bosnick, Director . .. . . . . .  . . . . . . 301-840-1407 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY: 

 Janet Pate, Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 301-840-1407 

 

COMMUNICATIONS : 

 Melissa Egan, Coordinator. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 301-840-1407 

 

PARISH OFFICE: . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . 301-840-1407 

 Donna Zezzo, Parish Secretary 

 

BAPTISMS: Call Parish Office to set up an appointment with 

  our Pastor. 

  

MARRIAGE/PRE-CANA:  Call Parish Office. 

  At least 6 months advance notice with our Pastor.. 

 

SICK CALLS:  Please notify us concerning any parishioners 

who are sick or homebound, in hospitals or nursing homes.  In 

case of serious illness or sudden death, notify the parish office 

immediately. 

 

FUNERALS: Please call the parish office to make 

arrangements. 

 

RCIA: (Becoming a Catholic) Parish Office - 301-840-1407 

Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Cantor 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. Cantor 

  10:00 a.m. VIRTUAL 

  12:00 p.m. Cantor 

Daily  9:00 a.m. Monday - Friday 

  7:00 p.m. Wednesday VIRTUAL 

 

Penance: Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m. or by appointment 

   

  

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 25, 2020 

PASTOR:       Reverend John J. Dillon 

 

IN RESIDENCE:      Reverend William Brailsford 

     

     

PERMANENT DEACONS: 

   Deacon James Datovech 

   Deacon Wilberto Garcia 

   Deacon James McCann 

 



ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, DERWOOD 

 

 

 

 

October 26 - November 1 

 

Monday, 10/26 9:00 a.m.    Marilyn McKay 

Tuesday, 10/27 9:00 a.m.    John William Whitty 

Wednesday, 10/28    9:00 a.m.     Jay Ruffin (L) 

         7:30 p.m.     Almario Vergara 

Thursday, 10/29 9:00 a.m.     Lillian Gordon 

Friday, 10/30 9:00 a.m.     Hugo Huaman 

Saturday, 10/31 5:00 p.m.     Pro populo 

Sunday, 11/1 8:00 a.m.     Ann Marie McCarthy 

 9:30 a.m.     Jane & Rodger F. Ruiz (L) 

 11:15 a.m.   Jed Vargo 

 5:00 p.m.     Aleyamma Julian 

 

Mass Intentions will be prayed for in a private daily Mass 

said by Fr. John if not prayed for in a public Mass. 

Please pray for the sick…Carol Harmon, Jackie Komlo, Allison 

Brauer, John McCormick, Frank Knorr, Allan Degen, Bob Jones, 

William Komlo, Joseph Michael Gardner, Sandra Kimball, Den-

nis Parnell, Ed Dudenhoeffer, Jackie Roebuck King, Jeni Ste-

panek. (Names will remain on this list for four consecutive weeks, 

but can be repeated by calling the Office.) 

 

 Readings for the Week of October 25, 2020 

 

Sunday:  Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/1  

  Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40   

Monday:  Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph  

  5:1]/Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday:  Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [1a]/ 

  Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday:  Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-16 

Thursday:  Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/ 

  Lk 13:31-35 

Friday:   Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday:  Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/1 

  Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR 

 

If he were alive right now, Blessed Carlo Acutis would be 

twenty-nine years old.  But Carlo died when he was just fifteen 

years old.  Carlo was the oldest son of Andrea Acutis and Anto-

nia Salzano, who were not particularly religious.  Although born 

in London, his family moved to Milan when he was about four 

months old.  He was a normal boy who was a natural jokester 

who enjoyed making his classmates and teachers laugh.  At the 

same time he defended disabled peers at school when bullies 

mocked them.  Outside of school he did voluntary work with the 

homeless and destitute.   

 

His parents and others around him noticed his skill and passion 

with computers and the internet.  Carlo developed a website that 

catalogued all of the reported Eucharistic miracles in the world.  

He began to work on the catalog when he was eleven and com-

pleted it in just three years.  Carlo admired the initiatives of 

Blessed James Alberione to use the media to evangelize and to 

proclaim the Gospel.  He wanted to do the same thing with the 

website that he had created.  He also liked films and comic edit-

ing and used a PlayStation.  On his website he wrote:  “the more 

Eucharist we receive, the more we will become like Jesus, so that 

on this earth we will have a foretaste of heaven.” 

 

He also loved playing soccer and video games.  He also had a 

sweet tooth.  He found it difficult to say no to ice cream and 

Nutella.  When he started to put on some weight, he stood that he 

needed to practice self-control and temperance.  He learned to do 

this by starting with the simple things.  On one occasion he re-

marked, “What’s the use of winning 1,000 battles if you can’t 

beat your own passions.”  When he was given a diary, he used it 

to track his progress.  He gave himself “good marks” if he be-

haved well and “bad marks” if he did not meet his expectations.  

In his diary he wrote down the following:  “Sadness is looking at 

oneself, happiness is looking at God.  Conversion is nothing but a 

movement of the eyes.” 

 

At the beginning of the school year in 2006, Carlo did not feel 

well.  It seemed like a normal flu, but when he didn’t get better, 

his parents took him to a hospital.  Shortly afterward he was diag-

nosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia—one of the worst types 

that you could get.  When Carlo heard the diagnosis, he offered 

his suffering both for Pope Benedict XVI and for the Universal 

Church.  Or as he put it, “I offer to the Lord the sufferings I will 

have to undergo for the Pope and for the Church, so as not to 

have to be in Purgatory and to be able to go directly to heaven.”  

The doctors treating him toward the end of his life asked him if 

he was in great pain.  He responded that there were people who 

were suffering a lot more than he was.  He died on October 12, 

2006.  He was buried in Assisi in accordance with his wishes. 

Carlo’s funeral was packed with many poor residents that he had 

helped. 

 

Continued in the column to the right….. 

+ In Memoriam Aeternam + 

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of-

Hilda Dacey, aunt of Donna Zezzo, Deacon Joseph Testu-

dine, Sr. 



Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

In what ways am I a model for other believers, as the 

Thessalonians were? What can I do to model the 

greatest commandments to others? 

SUNDAY MASS VIA YOU TUBE 

Fr. John is saying Mass every Sunday at 10 a.m. from the 

St. Clare Chapel.  Please visit our website www.sfadw.org 

for more information and also the link to the Mass on Sun-

day. Details for other virtual services such as Praying the 

Rosary and Wednesday Evening Mass can also be found on 

our website. 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things and I desire to re-

ceive You into my soul.  Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 

embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen 

FAITH DIRECT - ONLINE GIVING 

I want to invite you in joining me and many others at St. Francis 

of Assisi in setting up recurring eGiving though Faith Direct. 

Thanks to eGiving, your weekly offertory will be automatically 

taken care of, which saves you time and saves our parish money 

by eliminating all those unused offertory envelopes. 

To sign up for electronic contributions visit www.faithdirect.net.  

The code for St. Francis is MD110 or text the word ENROLL to 

301-804-2584.   I want to thank you for your continued support of 

our parish family especially during these trying times. 

God Bless You,  Fr. John 

SOCK-TOBER 

So Others Might Eat (SOME) needs new adult 

socks for the homeless. Please place your dona-

tions in the “Sock” Box on the front porch of the 

rectory during the month of October. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 

 KICKS OFF NOVEMBER 28 

The St. Francis Christmas Tree Ministry is 

gearing up for Christmas Tree sales in just 

over a month! While we will have a smaller 

inventory than in past years, we hope you 

will buy your Christmas tree with us and 

support this annual Advent fundraiser from 

November 28 to December 13, which bene-

fits our parish community.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help set up the tree 

lot, offload and stake trees, sell trees and break down the lot. 

Please sign up to volunteer on Flocknote at https://

sfaderwood.flocknote.com/signup/21902. Volunteers are strongly 

encouraged to wear personal protective equipment while taking 

part. The shifts will be as follows:  

 

 * Monday through Friday: 3-6 pm and 6 pm to close.  

 * Saturday and Sunday: 9 am-12 pm, 12-3 pm, 3-6 pm 

 and 6 pm to close.  

 

For more information, please contact Ministry Coordinator Brian 

Pettit at brianpettit@pettitcompanies.com.  

THANK YOU TO THOSE PARISHIONERS 

WHO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES.  WE AP-

PRECIATE ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE AND 

CONTINUE TO DO!! 

COMMUNION SERVICE  

SUNDAYS - 1:30-2:00 PM 

 

Fr. John will offer Holy Communion from 1:30-2:00 pm in front 

of the church to parishioners who are unable to receive the Eucha-

rist during in-person Mass. Attendees should park their cars, put 

on a face mask and line up, maintaining six feet of distance be-

tween households or unrelated parties; please note that there may 

be two lines of people receiving Holy Communion 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturday confessions are heard 3:30 p.m. -  4:30 p.m. on the front 

porch of the Rectory.  Please keep in mind safe distancing while 

waiting your turn to talk to the priest.   

THE MUSINGS OF THE PASTOR (continued) 

 

The call for Carlo to be beatified began not long after his death.  

On November 14, 2019, the Vatican’s Medical Council of the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints expressed a positive opin-

ion about a miracle in Brazil attributed to Carlo’s intercession.  A 

Brazilian mother had taken her son who was born with a pancre-

atic problem that made eating difficult to a prayer service.  Be-

forehand the mother had prayed a novena asking Carlo’s interces-

sion for her son.  During the service her son simply asked that he 

should not “throw up as much.”  Immediately after the service the 

son told his mother that he felt healed.  He asked for solid food 

when he came home.  To that point in time her son could only 

tolerate an all-liquid diet.  After a detailed investigation, Pope 

Francis confirmed the authenticity of the miracle in February 

2020, which led to his beatification. 

 

Blessed Carlo Acutis, pray for us! 

 

Until next week, 

 

Fr. John 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  

 

ONLINE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

ALL SAINTS DAY FAMILY EVENT:  

11 AM ON SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 1 AND OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 

• On Sunday, November 1, all religious education students and 

parents are invited to share in our interactive prayer celebration 

honoring All Saints Day. The link to join will be shared with reg-

istered families by Flocknote, and a resource packet for this event 

will also be sent by U.S. Mail. 

• As noted on the Unit 1 checklist found in the folder included 

in your child's At-Home Catechesis Kit, students are scheduled to 

complete lessons in their textbooks as follows: 

ο week of October 18: Session 1 

ο week of October 25: Session 2 

ο week of November 1: All Saints Day lesson 

ο week of November 8: Session 3 

ο week of November 15: Session 4 

 

• Our next online parent meeting introducing the themes of 

Unit 2 will be held at 11 am on Sunday, November 22. The 

link for this Zoom meeting will be sent to registered families, 

and a recorded version will also be made available. Families 

will also be receiving Unit 2 materials around this time. 

 

Questions? Call the Religious Education Office at 301-258-9193 

or email sfareligioused@sfadw.org.  

WHEN WE GATHER FOR MASS  

PLEASE OBSERVE OUR GUIDELINES 

 

WEAR MASKS 

Face coverings are to be worn in and around the church for 

anyone over 2 years of age. 

 

STAY 6 FEET APART 

Physical distancing is practiced in the church and on the 

church property. 

 

HOLY WATER 

Fonts will be empty. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion will be distributed only in the hand. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Baskets will be placed by the church doors for you to place 

your envelopes or donations. 

 

HYMNALS & BULLETINS 

All hymnals, prayer cards and other papers are not available.  

The bulletin will only be available online at our website. 

 

SEATING 

Seating by direction of an usher only.  Please do not enter a 

pew until directed to do so. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PRAYER CHAIN     If you 

have a prayer request, please contact Marianne Bullen, (240) 

751-7259 or mariannebu@comcast.net with your requests. 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 

1 out of 4 women, 1 out of 7 men have suffered severe physical 

violence in the hands of their beloved spouse.  The Priest Domes-

tic Violence Advisory Committee at Catholic Charities invites 

parishioners to learn more about how to help families and friends 

suffering domestic abuse. Help is available at: 800�799�7233 

(24 hours); 800�787�3224 (TTY).  For Catholic Charities re-

sources, videos how to develop a domestic violence ministry at 

your parish see www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - COUNCIL 2323 

The Knights of Columbus are looking for new, transferring or 

readmitted  members to share in their Charity, Fraternity, Unity 

and Patriotism activities. Council 2323 supports many St. Francis 

activities and has many social events.  The K of C offers life and 

long term care insurance opportunities as well as annuities.  A 

new opportunity:  join as an Online Member for $30 per year; go 

to www.kofc.org and click on “Join Us”.  If you wish you can 

join the Council later.  If interested in learning more, contact Gary 

Palmer (301) 948-6494 or email gtdbpalmer@verizon.net). 

2020 ANNUAL APPEAL 

I thank our parishioners who have donated to the 2020 Annual 

Appeal. Our parish currently stands at 54.5% of our 2020 goal of 

$190,100. 

 

The Annual Appeal amplifies the impact our parish can make for 

people in need especially during this pandemic across Washing-

ton, D.C. and Maryland including: 

 

• Chaplains heroically serving the sick and dying in hospitals 

• Catholic Charities providing food and other assistance to 

thousands 

• St. Ann's Center for Children, Youth and Families continuing 

to offer temporary housing, counseling and child-care ser-

vices to single mothers 

 

These needs, and many others benefited by the Annual Appeal, 

depend on our financial support. 

 

If you have not yet made your gift to the 2020 Annual Appeal, it is 

not too late. Visit appeal.adw.org to make your gift today. I thank 

you again for your support of the Annual Appeal.     Fr. John 

 

A REMINDER FROM FR. JOHN … If anyone is living in a 

marriage that has not been recognized by the Catholic Church, it 

would be wise to consult with a priest to see whether that situa-

tion might be rectified.  It could be as simple as repeating your 

marriage vows quietly in front of a priest and receiving the 

Church’s blessing.  In that way, one would become eligible to 

receive the Sacraments of the Church, especially the Eucharist. 
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Dr. Theodore M. Guerrant
Pianist ◆ Organist 

Harpsichordist ◆ Accompanist 
Vocal Coach

708 Montgomery St., Laurel, MD

guerrant@umd.edu
240-568-0452

(301) 774-2474
17721 GEORGIA AVENUE, OLNEY, MARYLAND  20832

Check us out at: www.Henryleeddspa.com

Family Dentistry
With Care
& Concern

Since 1949  
(301) 330-6212

Benson Garage Door Co.
Sales - Service

Family Owned & Operated
MHIC 49207                     

  Derwood, MD

Six Generations of 
Personalized Service.

 • Crematorium on premises

 • Expert pre-arrangement planning

William A. Pumphrey
Sixth Generation

Bethesda-Chevy Chase, Inc.
(301) 652-2200

7557 Wisconsin Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20814

Rockville, Inc.
(301) 762-3939
300 W. Montgomery Ave.
Rockville, MD 20850

www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com

KIRK & MISSY WILLIAMSON
301-881-5300

CALL FOR A FREE
TELEPHONE ESTIMATE

Mention this ad and receive 
$15.00 OFF 1st Cleaning

Bonded & InsuredRockville Window 
& Door Co.

Since 1979
 • Replacement Windows
 • Patio Doors
 • Entry Doors
 • Roofing & Siding

301-208-3580    www.rwdoor.com
 MHIC 10632

PAINTING SERVICE, INC.
301-963-4226

Interior and Exterior Painting,
 Residential and

Commercial, Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Owner: David O’Connor, Parish Member

www.oconnorspainting.com

De Vol
Funeral Home

Family Owned and Operated

10 East Deer Park Dr. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-6800  

www.DeVolFuneralHome.com

 HARRY C. HEARN INC.
 301-774-6915
 Harry@HarryCHearnInc.com
 www.HarryHearnInc.com
• Full Service CPA Office
• Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation
• Bookkeeping, Payroll & Other Accounting Services

Contact Brenton Mulliner to place an ad today! 
bmulliner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6461
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Owned and operated by Victory Housing, a non-profit organization
and affiliate of the Archdiocese of Washington.

www.victoryhousing.org

Small In Size, Big In Heart
Your Parish Assisted Living

Discover the affordability of our beautiful, residential setting and personalized care.Discover the affordability of our beautiful, residential setting and personalized care.

Marian Assisted Living   Marian Assisted Living       301/    301/570-3190570-3190
19109 Georgia Ave • Olney / Brookeville19109 Georgia Ave • Olney / Brookeville

THIS SPACE IS

bbairconditioning.com 
bbairconditioning.comfort-tips.com

$50 OFF* with this ad
coupon cannot be combined with
any other offer(s)
Licensed • Bonded • MD HVACR #01 2554

SERVICE • INSTALLATION
SALES • HOME GENERATOR 

SERVICE
Fast Reliable Service
301-330-0040

MHIC #117896

ExteriorsConcepts
 Your Roofing, Siding and Gutter Experts

We Re-roofed Your Parish! (We’d love to do your house!)

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS
301-261-4134 • Free Estimates • ExteriorConcepts.net 

126 Mayo Rd., Edgewater, MD 21037 

(301) 990-6560
7212 Muncaster Mill Rd.,

 Derwood, MD 20855

Eat
Italian 

www.BiscottiRestaurantMD.com

 Sam Chim
 Broker, Owner
 St Francis Parishioner over 10 yrs
 Email: sam@BankableRealty.com 
 Website: BankableRealty.com

Buying or Selling - Contact us for a 
complimentary consultation
BANKABLE REALTY, LLC

301-332-7381
Full Service Real Estate & Prop. Mgt. Co.

966 Hungerford Dr., Suite 8B, rockvile, MD

Serving MD, DC, VA • Insured 
Parishioner

We Organize Anything . . .
We put a smile on your face         when we organize your space.

Drawers • Cabinets • Pantries • Refrigerators 
Closets • Garages • YOUR ENTIRE HOME!

CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTE/APPT.
(301) 703-5324 | CustomOrganizers@Yahoo.com

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.


